
Opioid Settlements Update

September 19, 2023

Ellen Volo, Opioid and Substance Use Task Force Coordinator



2

Opioid Settlements
• Refers to settled lawsuits brought by states/localities against numerous organizations in 

the pharmaceutical supply chain, including manufacturers, distributors, and pharmacy 
benefit managers, for their role in the opioid epidemic 

• Three Components Form Virginia’s Guidance for Opioid Settlement Fund Distribution 
o Virginia’s MOU with cities and counties 

o Code of Virginia and in particular Title 2.2, Chapter 22, Article 12

o Settlement Agreements 

• Three settlements are currently in the payment phase, with many lawsuits still pending

• Virginia Opioid Abatement Authority (OAA) is the state entity administering funds 

• Evolving landscape due to multiple factors 
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Opioid Settlements

• Funds generally must be used for abatement purposes:
o Efforts to treat, prevent, or reduce opioid use disorder or the 

misuse of opioids, or to otherwise abate or remediate the opioid epidemic

• Fairfax County is receiving funds directly and also is eligible to receive funds from the OAA
o Direct Distributions (funds received directly)

o Individual OAA Distribution (noncompetitive, but must apply)

o Cooperative Projects (competitive; must include at least two cities or counties) 

o Planning Grants (competitive) 
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Spring 2023 Cooperative Partnership OAA Application
• In Spring 2023, the NOVA Community Services Boards (CSBs) applied for an OAA cooperative partnership grant 

for funds to bring youth withdrawal management (detox)/residential services to NOVA. 

• The OAA recently voted to fund this project. 

• Planned for a vendor to provide this service, but no responsive proposals were received through RFP process. 

• The CSBs/Northern Virginia Regional Projects Office are currently strategizing the most efficient path forward. 

Summer/Fall 2023 Fairfax Process 
• County agencies/FCPS recently had an opportunity to submit requests for settlement funds for opioid-related 

projects. 

• The requests are currently being reviewed by the Opioid Settlement Executive Committee, which will determine 
a funding strategy/recommendations. 

Update on Local Implementation
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• Align with the County’s FY 23-25 Opioid Response Plan

• Fill critical system gaps (i.e. youth treatment services)

• Optimize existing programs/projects

• Invest in system transformation

• Balance timely use of funds with fiscal responsibility 

• Utilize evidence-based/informed approaches 

• Continue to leverage existing funding sources where possible

Guiding Principles for Using Opioid Settlement Dollars 
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