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FOUND IN THE ARCHIVES, no. 66 – September 2020 
Prohibition, 1914-1933 

Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records Center 
 

Greetings from the Historic Records Center! As with 

suffrage’s recent centennial anniversary, the National 

Prohibition Act also has an anniversary this month. 

Archives staff have uncovered exciting evidence of this law 

as we continue processing the Court’s Term Papers 

(Judgements) collection.  

Although the Prohibition Amendment was not ratified until 

1919, Virginia established a state-wide ban on the sale of 

alcohol in 1914, and many Virginia counties were “dry” even before then. Prohibition 

violations appear in Fairfax County arrest and jail records with the passing of the State 

ban, but once it was federalized, alcohol-related cases and violations filled the Court’s 

criminal dockets and fee books.  

 

New Laws and Procedures 

Fairfax County may not have had the 

likes of Al Capone or ‘Lucky’ Luciano 

running booze in Fairfax County, but 

several citizens faced repeat charges 

of the following crimes: 

• Unlawful and felonious 

manufacture of distilled 

ardent spirits 

• Unlawful sale of distilled 

ardent spirits 

• Felonious possession of a still 

• Selling ardent spirits without 

a license 

• Unlawful possession, etc., of 

distilled ardent spirits 
McIntosh and Williams Still Raid, November 1, 1929. Image courtesy of 
Lee Hubbard. 
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The Courts used a specific warrant to search for ardent spirits in residents’ homes, 

which listed information about the places the inspector intended to search. One 

February 1927 raid of a repeat offender’s home and outbuildings produced “3 ½ gallons 

fruit jars full of ardent spirits, and 1 ½ gallons fruit jar ½ full of ardent sprits in trap in 

house, under floor.” 

 
Prohibition Inspector's Form of Account for Fees, September 24, 1924 

 
 Liquor Destruction Order, Fairfax Minute Book 13, page 181. November 27, 1929 

Prohibition inspectors were 

paid a $10 reward for the 

capture of each still (see 

image left) while the 

Sheriff’s Deputies were 

paid to destroy them. 

Those charged with 

violating prohibition laws 

paid the corresponding 

fines imposed by the Judge.   

County Judges also ordered all 

seized alcohol, and its 

manufacturing instruments 

destroyed (see image right). 

Prohibition and the Automobile 

The National ban on “the 

production, sale, and transport of 

intoxicating liquors” coincided with 

the rise of the automobile, and 

violations pertaining to both spirits 

and car accidents fill Court Order 

Books, often present together. Not 

only did the Court hear more 

prohibition cases, but there was a 

rise in the charge of “unlawfully 

operating a car under the influence 

of intoxicants.” 
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The immense stacks of vehicle 

condemnation cases found in our 

Term Papers can even be a study of Prohibition-era 

automobile manufacture. Frequently condemned 

cars at this time include:  

• Chrysler Sedan 

• Studebaker Touring Car 

• Dodge Roadster 

• Overland Touring Car 

• Essex Sedan 

• Hupmobile Roadster 

• Packard Touring Car 

• Hudson Coach 

• Buick Motor Car 

• Chandler Touring Car 

• Cadillac Automobile 

Plenty of Ford Trucks, Coupes, and even trusty grey 

mares (with their wagons) were taken as well!  

Automobiles (and sometimes horses and wagons) 

found with alcohol were seized and condemned by 

the Court, due to the illegal nature of the 

transportation of ardent spirits. In doing so, these 

cases were styled as the Commonwealth of 

Virginia versus [the vehicle], for the 

seizure/impound of the car, and not necessarily 

the operator. Often those arrested for the 

transport of alcohol were not the actual owners of 

the vehicles, and later, the true owner would 

petition to have their vehicle returned, claiming 

ignorance of the activities that led to its 

condemnation. In the 1927 condemnation case of 

the Chevrolet Roadster on the left (found with 60 

gallons of corn whisky), the escaped operator’s 

mother petitioned to have her car returned two 

months later. 
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Lawful Distribution of Alcohol 

Two circumstances permitted the legal distribution of alcohol during Prohibition – as 

prescription for scientific and mechanical and pharmaceutical purposes, and as wine for 

sacramental purposes. Although citizens of Fairfax County had obtained liquor licenses 

through the Court for years, during Prohibition only pharmacists, priests, and rabbis 

were granted a “License to Sell and to Dispense Ardent Spirits.” The images below show 

the renewal of Pharmacist Ralph V. Chamblin’s license, who operated in Clifton. 

 

*           *           * 

If you have questions about these or other records found at the Fairfax Circuit Court Historic 

Records Center, please email CCRHistoricRecords@fairfaxcounty.gov or call 703-246-4168. 

Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records has reopened by appointment only. To schedule an 

appointment, please call 703-246-4168. We can also assist with research requests over the 

phone or via email! 

 

 

The Nation’s experiment with Prohibition, and Virginia’s 

own take on the ban, comes to life in the Court’s Archives. 

As we continue to process the Term Papers and update 

some of our collections, we will keep you apprised of any 

other exciting discoveries! 
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