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Hello! This is the second installment of “Found in the Archives,” where the Fairfax Circuit 

Court Historic Records Center will highlight interesting and unique documents in our custody. 

For the month of November, the Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records Center will focus on 

Fairfax County citizens’ participation in World War I, in honor of Veterans Day and Armistice 

Day, which coincide on November 11 each year.   

The Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records Center is custodian of the draft registration book for 

World War I, which details the name, residence, induction date, and service number of the inductee, among other details. 

Note that the ledger is identified as the Muster Roll for “The War with Germany.” 

Why would the Circuit Court be keeper of 

this register? 

By an Act of Assembly approved March 16, 

1918, the chairman of the county draft 

board was required to “furnish to the clerk 

of that court…lists of the residents of such 

counties or cities, who, through the 

selective draft law have become members 

of the military forces of the United States.”  

The Clerk, having received the list, “shall 

copy in a book or books provided for the purpose… [and] which book shall be properly indexed.”  Men who chose to volunteer 

would also be included.  [1918 Virginia Acts of Assembly, Chapter 331]  

 



Below is the letter “A” index from the ledger. 

 



On these pages, you can see three groups of names.  The first set identifies those who were drafted through the Selective 

Service.  It is important to note the “Remarks” section of each page, as it can provide more information about a man’s service 

than just his service number.  For example, on this page, you can see that John Daingerfield Addison was wounded in action, 

and James Walker Alexander deserted and was apprehended. 

The second group of names includes those men who volunteered for service.  The remarks state the branch of the military in 

which the men serve. 

Finally, the third set of names lists those men who belong to the Students Army Training Corps (S. A. T. C.).  This organization 

was operated by the United States War Department and trained male college students for military service, while ensuring they 

would remain enrolled in their college courses.   

Fairfax County Residents who died during service in World War I 

Brady, Thomas L.    Lucas, Morris 

Carper, James F.    Morgan, Arthur C. 

Conic, Charles C.     McCroarty, Stephen P. 

Cook, Frank     McIntosh, Warnie V. 

Dawson, Clarence M.     Mitchell, John R. 

Deardorff, William I.    Robinson, Perry 

Derr, Howard     Rogers, Raymond 

Dove, Percy J.     Sampson, William J. 

Dyer, C. Bryant    Stambauch, Ralph 

Fairfax, Willie R.    Tavenner, Walter L. 

Fox, Corliss M.     Thompson, Joseph 

Gunnell, Clarence    Weaver, Richard 

Hall, Caleb W.     White, George 

Harris, John W.    Williams, Daniel Webster  

Hatcher, Harry 

Kendall, Robert N.

 
Photo of World War I side of the Fairfax County War 

Memorial marker standing in front of historic Fairfax 

Courthouse.  



Below is index page “D” from the draft registration ledger. 

 

For more information about this and other documents, please visit the Fairfax Circuit Court Historic Records Center website: 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/courts/circuit/historical_records.htm  

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/courts/circuit/historical_records.htm

