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PLANNING COMMISSION SCHOOLS COMMITTEE - POLICY RESEARCH

Topic: Utilization of Existing Facilities

Research

Existing Policy Plan Language

Objective 11:

Policy a.

Policy b.

Policy c.

Policy d.

Policy e.

Policy f.

Policy g.

Policy h.

Policy i.

Encourage optimization of existing schools and other facilities, whenever possible
and reasonable, to support educational and community objectives.

Build additions, when appropriate, to minimize the need for new facilities. Analyze
carefully the costs and benefits associated with construction of an addition as compared
to a new facility.

Consider the expansion of existing school facilities identified on the Comprehensive
Plan map as a feature shown of the Comprehensive Plan provided the proposed
expansion has received prior approval by a public bond referendum, is included in the
county’s currently adopted Capital Improvement Program, and does not significantly
impact the character of the existing facility and its compatibility with the surrounding
area.

Provide temporary facilities as required to respond to short term student population
accommodation needs.

Encourage parity between older and newer schools and facilities through renovation.
Apply the same educational specifications used as a guide in the construction of new
school facilities for planning the renovation of existing facilities. Consider expected
future utilization rates when proposing renovation projects.

Continue the practice of serving local communities for scouting, senior citizen
programs, and other neighborhood based activities through the use of school facilities.
Provide access to school grounds for community use of recreational facilities.

Continue the practice of working in collaboration with the Fairfax County Office for
Children and other organizations for the provision of space for before and after-school
child care services.

Continue the practice of allowing the Park Authority and other organizations to utilize
sites before school construction begins.

Provide space for other public service needs, when possible and reasonable, in
underutilized schools.

Consider co-location of multiple education facilities on school sites.

Suggested Planning Commission Recommendation

e When appropriate, build additions or redistrict.
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