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Meeting Agenda

• Why is Bicycle Parking Needed?

• What is Bicycle Parking?

• Current Bicycle Parking Guidelines

• New Bicycle Parking Requirements

• Why is Additional Guidance Needed?

• Additional Guidance in Updated Bicycle Parking 

Guidelines

• Next Steps

• Q&A

2



Why is Bicycle Parking Needed?

Lack of secure bicycle parking at home and at daily 
destinations is a common barrier to bicycling as a 
convenient, healthy, affordable, and environmentally 
friendly way to travel. 

If no adequate or convenient bike parking is provided, 
trees, fences, signs and other vertical objects are 
often used as bike rack alternatives, potentially 
leading to property damage, increase in bike theft, 
and blocked access and service routes.
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What is Bicycle Parking?

Short-term: Covered or uncovered bike racks near 
main entrance(s) - Designed to meet the needs of 
people visiting a business, residence or institution 

Long-term: Covered bike racks in a secured, access-
controlled facility - Intended for employees at their 
place of employment, transit users and residents of 
multi-family dwellings 
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Endorsed by Board of Supervisors in 2017

Guidance includes:

• Bike Parking Classifications

• Bike Parking Requirements and Ratios

• Equipment Recommendations

• Placement and Installation Recommendations

Current Bicycle Parking Guidelines

5



The “Parking Reimagined” amendment of 

the Zoning Ordinance established: 

• how many bike parking spaces are 

required for all land uses, and

• basic requirements for rack design and 

location

New Bicycle Parking Requirements
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Source: Fairfax County Zoning Ordinance 
(https://online.encodeplus.com/regs/fairfaxcounty-va/index.aspx)



The 2017 Bicycle Parking Guidelines are being 

updated as part of the ActiveFairfax Transportation 

Plan effort:

• The new Zoning Ordinance requirements do not 

align with previous guidance provided

• The Zoning Ordinance does not include detailed 

guidance on bike parking facility design

Why is Additional Guidance Needed?
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Additional Guidance in 
Updated Bicycle Parking 
Guidelines
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Basic Bicycle Parking Design Requirements

• Acceptable rack types

• Bike parking space size requirements

• Rack spacing requirements
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Design Guidance for Short Term Bicycle Parking

• Location and access

• Rack types and spacing

• Additional equipment and design options

• Reference to Area-Specific Design Guidance

• Markings

• Maintenance
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Design Guidance for Long Term Bicycle Parking

• Type of facilities (Bicycle Room, Bicycle Cage, Bicycle 

Locker)

• Location and access

• E-charging 

• Rack types, spacing and room layout

• Security recommendations

• Recommended additional user amenities 

• Maintenance
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Short-Term and Long-Term Bicycle Parking Ratio

Parking 
needs differ 
by land use 
type
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Short-Term and Long-Term Bicycle Parking Ratio

Parking 
needs differ 
by land use 
type
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Bicycle Parking Signage

• Parking signage 

• Wayfinding signage
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Next Steps 

April 2, 2024

Public Feedback Deadline

Summer 2024

Board Endorsement
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Thank you! Questions?

Project Website: https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/bike-walk/bicycle-parking-guidelines 
or https://bit.ly/3PnuKug  

  

Feedback Form: https://publicinput.com/w4357  

Feedback Phone #: 703-890-5898; Project Code 6997

Mailing Address:  

Fairfax County Department of Transportation 

attn: Nicole Wynands

Active Transportation Section 

4050 Legato Road Suite 400

22033 Fairfax, VA

16

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/bike-walk/bicycle-parking-guidelines
https://bit.ly/3PnuKug
https://publicinput.com/w4357

	Slide 1: Update of the Fairfax County Bicycle Parking Guidelines
	Slide 2: Meeting Agenda
	Slide 3: Why is Bicycle Parking Needed?
	Slide 4: What is Bicycle Parking?
	Slide 5: Current Bicycle Parking Guidelines
	Slide 6: New Bicycle Parking Requirements
	Slide 7: Why is Additional Guidance Needed?
	Slide 8: Additional Guidance in Updated Bicycle Parking Guidelines
	Slide 9: Basic Bicycle Parking Design Requirements
	Slide 10: Design Guidance for Short Term Bicycle Parking
	Slide 11: Design Guidance for Long Term Bicycle Parking
	Slide 12: Short-Term and Long-Term Bicycle Parking Ratio
	Slide 13: Short-Term and Long-Term Bicycle Parking Ratio
	Slide 14: Bicycle Parking Signage
	Slide 15: Next Steps 
	Slide 16: Thank you! Questions?

