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ZACHARY BURKARD CONVICTED OF TWO COUNTS OF MANSLAUGHTER OF KILLING
THAT INVOLVED GHOST GUN

(Fairfax County, VA) — Commonwealth’s Attorney Steve Descano announced today that a
Springfield, VA man was convicted this week of two counts of manslaughter in a homicide that
involved a ghost gun as the murder weapon.

Zachary Burkard, 19, was convicted by a jury Monday and the same panel recommended a 20-
year prison sentence on Tuesday. The charges against him stemmed from a double homicide at
a residence on Winding Way Court, Springfield on April 25, 2021. Two 17-year-old males were
killed in the shooting in which Burkard used a ghost gun he made after purchasing parts for the
weapon. The shooting followed a fist fight that had just occurred between two other teenagers,
and the gun utilized was a handgun capable of firing in fully automatic mode.

“Anytime a young person'’s life is taken, it's a tragedy. But especially when it's done with a gun
that should have never existed,” CA Descano said. “My heart breaks for the victims and their
families. While there are no winners in a case like this, | hope with the trial behind us, those
most affected can begin a process of healing.”

Ghost guns are weapons that can be assembled privately and are not traceable.

“The proliferation of untraceable guns in our communities continues to be unconscionable and |
will keep fighting for stronger laws to address this crisis,” Descano added. “l want to thank
Senior Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Joe Martin and Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney
Stephen Hall for their hard work on this case.”

Burkard has a formal sentencing hearing scheduled for Dec. 15.
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