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Background: Climate Plans for Fairfax County

CECAP: Community-Wide Climate & Energy Action Plan

“Cause:” Reducing emissions that globally contribute to climate change

• Ex: Transition to renewable energy, energy efficiency, waste reduction,
alternative transportation

• Community-oriented plan, because 95% of emissions are from the community

• Accepted by BOS in September 2021

Resilient Fairfax

“Effects:” Adaptation & resilience to long-term change in climate hazards

• Ex: Resilience to flooding, extreme temperatures, severe storms and wind

• BOS direction, led by government, infrastructure partners, interagency effort

• Feb 2021 – Oct 2022 planning process

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/cecap
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/resilient-fairfax
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Resilient Fairfax: Planning Process

1. What climatic conditions and hazards do we face now? In the future?

o Climate Projections Report

2. How is our county vulnerable to climate hazards?

o Climate Vulnerability and Risk Assessment

3. How are we currently doing in terms of resilience?

o Audit of Existing Policies, Plans, and Programs

4. Which strategies will strengthen our resilience?

o Adaptation and Resilience Strategies (available in full plan)

5. What is the path to implementation?

o Implementation Roadmap (available in full plan)

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/sites/environment-energy-coordination/files/assets/documents/resilient%20fairfax/resilient%20fairfax_climate%20projection%20report_final_a-1a.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/sites/environment-energy-coordination/files/assets/documents/resilient%20fairfax/vra%20combined%20for%20posting%20may%2016.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/environment-energy-coordination/sites/environment-energy-coordination/files/assets/documents/resilient%20fairfax/resilient%20fairfax%20audit%20revised%20clean_3.9.2022_508_qa_complete.pdf
https://resilientfairfax.konveio.com/draft-resilient-fairfax-plan
https://resilientfairfax.konveio.com/draft-resilient-fairfax-plan
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Resilient Fairfax Planning Process Timeline
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Resilient Fairfax Advisors
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What is in the Resilient Fairfax Plan?

• Introduction

• Resilient Fairfax Development Process

• Stakeholder Engagement

• Equity in Climate Resilience

• Climate Projections: Warmer, Wetter,
Weirder

• Vulnerabilities & Risks

• Audit of Existing Policies, Plans, and
Programs

• Strategies and Implementation
Roadmaps

• Moving Forward

Background
on the Plan
and Process

Summaries
of Technical
Analyses

How we will
enhance our
resilience



Climate Projections

Warmer

• Urban Heat Island Effect on top of
temperature increase

• Extreme heat days to increase from 7
to 70 days per year by 2085

• Annual temperature rise 4.4 – 8°F by
2085

Wetter

• Annual and seasonal precipitation
increase

• Precipitation intensity increase across
all return periods

• Sea level rise --> Potomac River

Weirder

• Severe storm strength increase, including
tropical storms, derechos, hurricanes,
nor'easters

• Unseasonably warm/cool temperatures

• No precipitation followed by sudden,
heavy precipitation
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Interactive Climate Map Viewer

Resilient Fairfax
Interactive Map
Viewer

https://fairfaxcountygis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/media/index.html?appid=5b93ec3f3b4e4751bb63187df4e07be4
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Top Vulnerability Categories

9
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Audit of Existing Policies, Plans, and Programs

“How are we currently doing in terms of climate resilience?”
✓ 100+ Policies, Plans, and Programs reviewed by Consultants, Planning Team, IAG, CAG
✓ 50 Questions
✓ 8 categories
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Resilient Fairfax Strategy Pillars & Themes
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Resilient Fairfax Strategies:  Examples Relevant to Planning Commission

Integrated Action
Planning

Climate Ready
Communities

Resilient Infrastructure
& Buildings

Adaptive
Environments

• IAP.1a: Comprehensive
Plan updates

• IAP.1b: Strategic Plan
updates

• CRC.1a: Adaptation
Action Areas

• CRC.1b: Resilience Hubs

• CRC.3a: Flood Risk
Reduction Plan

• CRC.3b: Heat-Resilient
Design and
Development

• CRC.3b: Zoning
Ordinance Updates

• RIB.1b: Flood Resilience
of County Buildings and
Facilities

• RIB.2a: Advocate and
Partner for Energy
Resilience

• RIB.3c: Advocate and
Partner for
Transportation
Resilience

• AE.1a: Consolidated
Natural Resources
Management Plan

• AE.1b: Survey and
Protect Areas that
Provide Natural
Resilience Benefits

• AE.2b: Green
Infrastructure

• AE.2c: Urban
Reforestation

• AE.2d: Living Shorelines
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Implementation Roadmaps for Each Prioritized Strategy

✓Action Steps

✓ Leads

✓Partners

✓ Timeline

✓Cost

✓KPIs

✓ Equity

✓Co-benefits
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How will this apply to the Planning Commission?

• Resilient Fairfax includes recommendations to update the Comprehensive Plan, the Zoning
Ordinance, and other County Codes for climate resilience

• Updates will be coordinated with stakeholders including the Planning Commission, and will be
streamlined with other environmental updates (e.g. CECAP-related updates)

• Once complete, the Planning Commission would include climate resilience among their review
considerations



15

Questions?
Contacts:

• Kambiz Agazi | Director, OEEC
Kambiz.Agazi@fairfaxcounty.gov

• Matt Meyers | Division Manager
Matthew.Meyers@fairfaxcounty.gov

• Allison Homer | Planner IV, Project Manager
Allison.Homer@fairfaxcounty.gov

• Neely Law, PhD | Planner III
Neely.Law@fairfaxcounty.gov

Resources:

• Resilient Fairfax Plan

• Longer technical reports that provide additional detail
• Climate Projections Report
• Climate Vulnerability and Risk Assessment
• Audit of Existing Policies, Plans, and Programs

• Climate Viewer Map

mailto:Kambiz.Agazi@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:Matthew.Meyers@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:Allison.Homer@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:Neely.Law@fairfaxcounty.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fairfaxcounty.gov%2Fenvironment-energy-coordination%2Fsites%2Fenvironment-energy-coordination%2Ffiles%2Fassets%2Fdocuments%2Fresilient%2520fairfax%2Fresilient%2520fairfax_climate%2520projection%2520report_final_a-1a.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CAllison.Homer%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C07a22fa97a1c41153bf008da37660128%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C637883208932400449%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EKeEPoFun6qVJJtZzmJhOIbXHXcudRAYqfU5VrdOrjo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fairfaxcounty.gov%2Fenvironment-energy-coordination%2Fsites%2Fenvironment-energy-coordination%2Ffiles%2Fassets%2Fdocuments%2Fresilient%2520fairfax%2Fvra%2520combined%2520for%2520posting%2520may%252016.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CAllison.Homer%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C07a22fa97a1c41153bf008da37660128%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C637883208932400449%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YWDosKeL%2FdA9wi6cYz9nLcnn7%2B1x93%2B83etHtj1YYyE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fairfaxcounty.gov%2Fenvironment-energy-coordination%2Fsites%2Fenvironment-energy-coordination%2Ffiles%2Fassets%2Fdocuments%2Fresilient%2520fairfax%2Fresilient%2520fairfax%2520audit%2520revised%2520clean_3.9.2022_508_qa_complete.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CAllison.Homer%40fairfaxcounty.gov%7C07a22fa97a1c41153bf008da37660128%7Ca26156cb5d6f41729d7d934eb0a7b275%7C0%7C0%7C637883208932400449%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=luE%2FqTJd2tal5JFlQ%2FzgUzRWuS95TncSYnbbyhBh8GY%3D&reserved=0
https://fairfaxcountygis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/media/index.html?appid=5b93ec3f3b4e4751bb63187df4e07be4
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