
Solid Waste

Update

John Kellas, Deputy Director of DPWES

Eric Forbes, Director of Engineering & Environmental Compliance, SWMP 

June 2019



2Solid Waste Management Program

Outline

• Recycling Program

• Yard Waste 

• Solid Waste Program
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Recycling Rate 1999-2018
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CY 2018 Recycled Materials
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Recycling Sort March 2019

Results: 
• Mixed Paper ~27%

• Cardboard ~22%

• Plastic 1, 2, 5 ~10%

• Metals ~1%

• Trash/Glass~34%
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Recycling Outreach
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Outreach Platforms

• Facebook

• Twitter

• GoRecycle

• Web

• Events

• SWMP Trucks

• Media Outlets 
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Recycling Outreach 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash
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System Economics
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Yard Waste
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Ending Curbside Recycling

Benefits
• Decreased system-wide collection 

costs
• Decreased traffic 
• Decreased vehicle emissions

Drawbacks
• Loss of recyclable resources
• Loss of environmental service for the 

community
• Faster consumption of landfill space 

(ash)

Cost Comparison
• Material Recovery Facility $49/ton vs 

Covanta $36/ton
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Ending Curbside Yard Waste

Benefits
• Decreased system-wide collection 

costs
• Decreased traffic 
• Decreased vehicle emissions

Drawbacks
• 100% recyclable material
• Loss of free landscape materials for 

residents
• Faster consumption of landfill space 

(ash)

Cost Comparison
• Compost Facility $36/ton vs Covanta 

$36/ton
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Conclusions and Recommendations

• Stay the course 

• Continue Glass Program Development

• Organics Recycling – plastic v. paper bags, yard waste & food waste 
pilot

• Increase the Level of Effort in Public Outreach and Education



14Solid Waste Management Program



15Solid Waste Management Program

Eric Forbes
eric.forbes@fairfaxcounty.gov

703.324.5498

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash

For additional information please contact: 
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