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2011 Senate Bill 964 and

Board Authorization

Countywide Plan Amendment for 

Coastal Resource 

Management/Tidal Shoreline Erosion 

Control 2013-CW-9CP was 
authorized on July 9, 2013:

• “Investigate the extent to which (if 
any) the Environment section of the 

Policy Plan will need to be amended 
to comply with §15.2-2223.2 of the 

Code of Virginia, which requires, for 
Tidewater localities (including Fairfax 
County), incorporation into 
comprehensive plans of 
comprehensive resources 
management guidance develop by 
the Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
(VIMS).”



What is a ‘Living Shoreline’



2020 Senate Bill 776
• Resulting legislation:
– Directs “VMRC and local wetlands 

boards “If the best available 

science shows that a living 

shoreline approach is not suitable, 

the Commission shall require the 

applicant to incorporate, to the 

maximum extent possible, 

elements of living shoreline 

approaches into permitted 

projects.”

– Directs VMRC to “ensure 

protection of shorelines and 

sensitive coastal habitats from sea 

level rise and coastal hazards…”



Future Actions

• Comprehensive Plan, 

Policy Plan, Environment

• County Wetlands “Zoning 

Ordinance”/County Code



Proposed Changes - Comprehensive 

Plan, Policy Plan, Environment

• MODIFY: Fairfax County 

Comprehensive Plan, 2017 Edition, Policy 

Plan, Environment, as amended through 

December 3, 2019, pages 10-11:



Proposed Changes -

Comprehensive Plan, 

Policy Plan, 

Environment

• MODIFY: Fairfax County 

Comprehensive Plan, 2017 

Edition, Policy Plan, 

Environment, as amended 

through December 3, 2019, 

pages 23-24:



Proposed Changes - Comprehensive 

Plan, Policy Plan, Environment

• ADD: Fairfax County 

Comprehensive Plan, 2017 

Edition, Policy Plan, 

Glossary, as amended 

through March 20, 2018, 

page 10

LIVING SHORELINE:   "Living shoreline" means a 

shoreline management practice that provides erosion control 

and water quality benefits; protects, restores, or enhances 

natural shoreline habitat; and maintains coastal processes 

through the strategic placement of plants, stone, sand fill, 

and other structural and organic materials. When 

practicable, a living shoreline may enhance coastal 

resilience and attenuation of wave energy and storm surge.



Proposed Changes – Wetlands “Zoning 

Ordinance”/County Code 

• MODIFY: Fairfax County Chapter 116. Wetlands 

Zoning Ordinance 



July 14, 2021

Presentation to EQAC

Presentation to Planning 
Commission, 

Environment Committee

July 29, 2021

Planning Commission 
Public Hearing

September 29, 2021

September 8, 2021

Publish Staff Report

November 9, 2021

Board of Supervisors
Public Hearing

Project Schedule & Milestones
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