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This document was authored in 2004. 
For the latest information on the County’s 
Solid Waste Management Plan, please 

review the 2015 – 2035 update. 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/solid-waste-management-plan-update-2015-2035
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Fairfax C
ounty

D
epartm

ent of P
ublic W

orks and E
nvironm

ental S
ervices

S
olid W

aste M
anagem

ent P
rogram

703-324-5230, TTY:  711

The S
olid W

aste M
anagem

ent P
lan provides 

an integrated m
anagem

ent system
 and long-

range plan for all trash and recycling for the 
next tw

enty years.  The Virginia D
epartm

ent of 
E

nvironm
ental Q

uality requires jurisdictions to 
com

plete a new
 20-year, solid w

aste m
anage-

m
ent plan by July 1, 2004.

W
hen im

plem
ented, the plan w

ill provide a system
 that w

ill m
eet 

the needs of Fairfax residents, businesses and institutions as our 
w

aste collection, recycling and disposal needs grow
 in future years.  

The plan w
ill also help prevent problem

s that could harm
 our 

quality of life.

PU
B

LIC
 IN
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T IN

 TH
E PLA

N
N
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G
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O

C
ESS

C
ounty staff has been m

eeting w
ith com

-
m

unity groups about the developm
ent of 

this plan since A
pril 2003 and w

ill continue 
m

eeting through M
ay 2004. O

utreach ef-
forts, w

hich included m
eetings, exhibits at 

large events such as C
elebrate Fairfax, a 

w
ebsite and a survey, have reached over 

6,500 county residents.
R

esidents identified the follow
ing as key issues facing our solid w

aste 
system

:

• 
R

esidential w
aste collection fees and service levels vary across 

Fairfax C
ounty.  This m

eans som
e residents pay m

ore for less    
service.

• 
O

ur local ordinances do not adequately address service issues that 
residents  face.  C

om
plaints against w

aste collection com
panies 

have risen sharply.
• 

A countyw
ide strategy needs to be developed for rem

oving brush 
and debris after m

ajor storm
s.

• 
S

om
e areas of the county are served by m

any different trash trucks 
on the sam

e street each day.  A strategy is needed to reduce the 
num

ber of w
aste vehicles in the county.

• 
The three construction and dem

olition debris landfills in the county 
w

ill be filled or closed in the next ten years.
• 

R
esidents w

ant an expanded recycling program
.

• 
A

dditional public outreach is needed to educate residents and busi-
nesses about recycling and disposal options.

Fairfax C
ounty S

olid W
aste M

anagem
ent P

rogram

12000 G
overnm

ent C
enter P

arkw
ay, S

uite 448
Fairfax, VA  22035

P
hone:  703-324-5230

TTY:  711
E

m
ail:  sw

m
p@

fairfaxcounty.gov
w

w
w

.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpw
es/sw

m
p/



R
esidential R

ecycling

P
roposed new

 program
s and policies w

ill increase residential 
recycling opportunities.

The Solid W
aste M

anagem
ent Plan proposes that:

• 
The types of recyclables collected at the curb to be expanded to 
include plastic bottles, m

ixed paper and cardboard;
• 

innovative program
s be developed to reduce toxicity of the 

w
aste stream

 by recycling N
iC

ad batteries and used electronics 
and

• 
suitable recycling alternatives be developed for residents of  
m

ultiunit buildings.

B
usiness R

ecycling

The county plans to ask businesses to recycle m
ore!

The Solid W
aste M

anagem
ent Plan proposes that:

• 
large businesses continue required recycling w

ith expanded 
recyclable m

aterial requirem
ents; and

• 
few

er businesses be exem
pted from

 recycling requirem
ents.

W
aste C

ollection

C
ounty staff and private collection com

panies w
ill w

ork tow
ard 

quality service for all residents.

The Solid W
aste M

anagem
ent Plan proposes that Fairfax 

C
ounty staff w

ill:

• 
partner w

ith private collection com
panies and other stakeholders 

to resolve custom
er service issues identified in the plan.

• 
revise and enforce C

hapter 109 regulations in the Fairfax C
ounty 

C
ode;

• 
coordinate w

ith private w
aste collection com

panies about disas-
ter and em

ergency responses;
• 

evaluate the use of low
er em

issions fuels for use in a collection 
vehicles; and

• 
develop public inform

ation and education m
essages about w

aste 
disposal and recycling that are applicable countyw

ide.

C
onstruction/D

em
olition/

D
ebris

The county proposes increasing recycling of 
construction/dem

olition/debris (C
D

D
).

The Solid W
aste M

anagem
ent Plan proposes that:

• 
the public receive m

ore inform
ation about C

D
D

 capacity issues 
to encourage recycling;

• 
the county w

orks w
ith other jurisdictions to foster a regional ap-

proach to disposal;
• 

debris continues to be disposed in suitable in-county and out-of-
county landfills; and

• 
the county supports private recycling opportunities, and the 
county-operated disposal sites have the ability to recycle C

D
D

.

D
isposal

The county plans to use the E
nergy/R

esource R
ecovery Facility as 

the prim
ary disposal m

echanism
.

The Solid W
aste M

anagem
ent Plan proposes that:

• 
out-of-county landfills w

ill provide backup support; and
• 

the I-66 Transfer S
tation w

ill continue to operate serving the 
north and central portion of the county.

Funding

The funding im
pacts of these proposed changes are anticipated to 

be m
inim

al.

R
etiring the bonds for the E

nergy/R
esource R

ecovery Facility w
ill 

reduce w
aste disposal costs; how

ever, the cost of out-of-county 
landfills and com

posting facilities is expected to rise.
C

onsolidation w
ill m

ake the collection system
 m

ore efficient, to pro-
vide better service to residents at a consistent price throughout the 
county.

B
oard A

pproval

The S
olid W

aste M
anagem

ent P
lan w

as approved by the B
oard of 

S
upervisors on M

ay 10, 2004.
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The V
irginia D

epartm
ent of 

Environm
ental Q

uality requires 
jurisdictions in the C

om
m

onw
ealth to 

subm
it new

 Solid W
aste M

anagem
ent 

Plans (SW
M

Ps) by July 1, 2004. 
 

This br
 

ochure provides: 

• 
Requirem

ents for the SW
M

P 

• 
Tim

eline for developm
ent of the SW

M
P 

• 
O

pportunities for participation &
 input  

• 
Resources for m

ore inform
ation 
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C
ontact us for m

ore details or if you have any 
questions about the SW

M
P. 

Fairfax C
ounty D

ivision of Solid 
703.802.3322 

W
aste C

ollection &
 Recycling 

Fairfax C
ounty D

ivision of Solid 
703.324.5230 

W
aste D

isposal &
 Resource 

TTY
 for the hearing im

paired 
1.800.282.1120 

Please visit our w
ebsite to com

plete the O
pinion Survey! 

http://w
w

w
.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpw

es 

Solid W
aste M

anagem
ent Program

 
D

epartm
ent of Public W

orks and Environm
ental Services 

12000 G
overnm

ent C
enter Parkw

ay, Suite 448 
Fairfax, VA

 22035 

Solid W
aste M

anagem
ent Plan—

Linda Boone 
Phone: 703.324.5045 
Fax: 703.324.3950 

Em
ail: linda.boone@

fairfaxcounty.gov 

Printed on 30%
 recycled-content paper 
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The Solid W
aste M

anagem
ent Plan addresses 

all trash &
 recycling for the next 20 years. 
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Solid w
aste includes alm

ost everything w
e throw

 aw
ay 

or recycle, including yard w
aste, brush, household trash, 

recyclables, 
com

m
ercial 

trash, 
industrial 

w
aste, 

and 
construction debris.   
A

n integrated m
anagem

ent system
 controls everything 

that 
happens 

to 
solid 

w
aste: 

collection, 
transfer, 

recycling, and disposal.  The SW
M

P w
ill identify and 

plan for all aspects of a high-quality integrated solid 
w

aste m
anagem

ent system
 for Fairfax County. 
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The SW

M
P w

ill project w
aste m

anagem
ent needs for 

our expanding population, regulatory requirem
ents, &

 
technological 

developm
ents 

for 
the 

next 
20 

years.   
This w

ill help us use the SW
M

P process to identify 
strategies to preserve our environm

ental quality of life. 
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Fairfax C
ounty w

ill subm
it its Solid W

aste 
M

anagem
ent Plan to D

EQ
 by June 2004. 

Public m
eetings 

A
pril—

N
ovem

ber 

C
irculation of draft for 

public com
m

ent 
January—

M
arch 2004 

Public H
earing 

M
arch or M

ay 2004 

Subm
ission of SW

M
P to 

V
irginia D

EQ
 

June 2004 
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The 
Solid 

W
aste 

M
anagem

ent 
Plan 

outlines 
an 

environm
entally safe and publicly-approved system

 
for the m

ovem
ent of trash, recyclables, and all other 

w
astes from

 their sources to final m
anagem

ent sites.  
 The diagram

 below
 show

s how
 citizens, professionals, 

and C
ounty staff w

ill w
ork together in developing the 

plan.  A
t the end of the process, Fairfax C

ounty w
ill 

have 
a 

plan 
that 

ensures 
the 

w
aste 

m
anagem

ent 
system

 w
ill m

eet our needs for the next tw
enty years. 

Public
Input

SW
M

P 
Process

Internal 
C

ounty
D

evelopm
ent

C
urrent 

Solid W
aste 

M
anagem

ent 
System

Future  
Solid W

aste 
M

anagem
ent 

System

Public
Input

SW
M

P 
Process

Internal 
C

ounty
D

evelopm
ent

C
urrent 

Solid W
aste 

M
anagem

ent 
System

C
urrent 

Solid W
aste 

M
anagem

ent 
System

Future  
Solid W

aste 
M

anagem
ent 

System

Future  
Solid W

aste 
M

anagem
ent 

System

The Solid W
aste M

anagem
ent Plan needs public 

input from
 residents, businesses...everyone!  U

se the 
contact inform

ation on the back of this leaflet to  
find out m

ore!  C
all us w

ith questions or com
m

ents!  
Fill out the O

pinion Survey on the Fairfax C
ounty 

w
ebsite!  A

ttend a com
m

unity m
eeting! 

Participate! 




