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Beautifying Braddock Road & Workshop Planning
Kings Park Library Meeting Room

9002 Burke Lake Road

Burke, VA 22015

(703) 425-9300

BDC Future Meetings
Tuesday, January 8, 2007, 7:30 PM

Tuesday, February 13, 2007, 7:30 PM

9002 Burke Lake Road

Burke, VA 22015

(703) 425-9300
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR:

The BDC program for November is being moved to Tuesday, November 20th, at 7:30 PM.  Please note the date change, which occurred when we found that a Fundraising Concert in memory of Mary Read, a victim at Virginia Tech, will be held on Tuesday, November 13th, at 7:30 PM in Annandale High School.  We request our membership join us in supporting this effort.

At the Tuesday, November 20th BDC meeting, our program will be in three parts.  First, Charles Dane, and Esther Ferrington, Fairfax Federation, will present their issues and way ahead.  Second, Rosemary Bryne, Fairfax Clean Council, will give a short description of the litter cleaning project.  Third, members of Canterbury Woods and Stonehaven will share their approaches to support the project to refurbish and beautify Braddock Road.  The meeting location has been changed to the Kings Park Library meeting room.  Signs will be posted.

We will spend some time discussing topics or general areas of interest for the Braddock District Workshop to be held on Wednesday, February 13, 2008.  We have received some topics to date and I thank those individuals who have provided them.  Finalizing the agenda at this meeting is important to organize the speakers for this February event.  A workshop committee chair is still needed.

Taste of Braddock is scheduled for Thursday, December 6th, 5 to 7 PM.   Supervisor Bulova arranges for food donations.  The BDC picks up the food donations and brings them to the Braddock Hall.  Please consider volunteering.  We need a head count to evaluate how many people still need recruiting.  

One of the reasons that Braddock District remains a desired place to live is our close work with government officials.  The “Citizen’s Reporting System” (CRS) has become even more convenient to do this for reporting non-violent crimes.  Reports can be filed on line www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police or by calling the non-emergency number 703-691-2131.  Our police have repeatedly asked us to get involved so that they can help.  Don’t expect someone else to do this for you!  For life-threatening crime – CALL 911.
Fairfax County is soliciting comments to guide changes for their website services.  Through your opinions, the ability to find useful information can be factored into their designs.  Go to http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/survey/websurvey.htm to provide your opinion.
Election Day Reminder:  Tuesday, November 6th.  Have your vote count.

Hope to see you all on November 13th at 7:30 PM at the Mary Read Memorial Concert at Annandale High School and on November 20th at 7:30 PM in the Kings Park Library Meeting Room for the November BDC meeting.
Sincerely, 
Bruce Wallachy
Braddock District Council Officers
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Membership Chair: Colin Campbell

 Workshop Programs Chair: Open
SUPERVISOR BULOVA’S CORNER
Braddock District History

After a record 34 day drought, the skies opened with a welcome deluge the evening of The Official Debut of our A LOOK BACK AT BRADDOCK Web Site.  If the stormy weather or a conflict in plans kept you home on October 24th, you can watch the program on Cable Channel 16 at 8 PM the evenings of Friday, November 2nd, Friday November 9th and Wednesday, November 14th or anytime on the County’s website at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/supervisor_bulova.htm. The Braddock Heritage Website can be found at http://braddockheritage.org and is full of fascinating information about our central part of Fairfax County, especially highlighting the period of time when we transitioned from a rural farming community into our present day neighborhoods and shopping centers.  The website follows a three year focus on history in the Braddock District area and is a companion to the book Braddock’s True Gold, which is available for purchase at my office, adjacent to the Kings Park Library, or at Maps and Publications on the first floor of the Fairfax County Government Center.  Proceeds from book sales are used for a future re-printing of the book and other history-related activities.  

Braddock’s historic jewel-in-the crown is beautiful Oak Hill in Annandale.  Built in 1790 by Richard Fitzhugh, it is one of the oldest homes in Fairfax County.  On October 6th about 500 people enjoyed a day of history, period games, story telling and free ice cream sundaes  as they toured this Mt. Vernon-like home, complete with its original landscaping of English boxwoods and oak trees that have shaded the home for over two hundred years. A County Magazine program showcasing this event and the Oak Hill mansion will appear on Channel 16 throughout the month of November in County Magazine on: 
· Mondays at 7 p.m. 

· Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

· Fridays at 3:30 p.m. 
· Saturdays at 3:30 p.m
County Magazine can also be seen on your computer at the above days and times with Live Video Streaming (http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/asx/live_stream.asx) or anytime with Video on Demand (http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/asx/county_mag.asx). 
Many thanks are due to members of the A Look Back Braddock Executive Committee who have worked together with such skill and enthusiasm to capture and tell our history.
What’s next for our look back at history? Map/Web Site Chairman John Browne is looking forward to producing an electronic layered map of the Braddock District area.  In 2008, Mary Lipsey will lead the planning for another Oak Hill History event and potentially a historic home tour of Braddock.  On  January 23rd at 7:30 PM I will be hosting a Community Meeting to kick-off a project, led by Cora Foley, to tell the history of Asian Americans who have made Fairfax County their home.  If you are interested in volunteering for any of these projects, we’d love to hear from you!  Please contact my office at 703-425-9300 or braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
Beautifying Braddock 

A number of efforts are underway to keep our Braddock District safe, attractive and vital.  In March I convened a Council of Community Leaders from five older Braddock neighborhoods (built mostly during the 50s and 60s) with intact, active civic associations, to brainstorm about ways to address activities and conditions that can cause, or are causing, destabilization and/or dissatisfaction.  Our group was joined by senior County staff interested in a potential model for working with older communities to prevent or intervene against neighborhood deterioration. 
Some issues put on the table for us to address were:

· Overcrowding, zoning violations

· Parking 
· Upkeep of property

· Shoddy or potentially unsafe (no County permits/inspections) construction

· Cultural & language conflicts
At the end of this meeting, I asked if one of the Civic Association leaders would agree to serve as a pilot for addressing these issues.  In June the work of this Council and the County was the subject of my Spring Town Meeting.  At the meeting, John Cook, president of the Kings Park Civic Association presented his proposal for a pilot program in his community called the Kings Park Neighborhood Initiative.
The Initiative begins with the premise that “Older single-family home communities in Fairfax County are beginning to face a new set of challenges, without the tools available to communities with mandatory homeowners associations or wealthier residents.”  The objective of the Kings Park Initiative is to “test whether older neighborhoods can be revitalized, through a program of community education, leadership training, outreach, and advocacy for voluntary compliance with ‘neighborhood expectations’ supplemented with the intensive application of existing governmental programs and a search for ways to update community infrastructure.”
The official “kick-off” for this Initiative took place on September 20th at a general meeting of the Kings Park Civic Association, where the community voted to endorse the program.  Some Major components of the program include:

· A Neighborhood College series tailored specifically to challenges Kings Park is attempting to address, such as how to extend outreach to new American’s who may not speak English well and/or may be hesitant to participate in community activities.

· Community Education to improve understanding of county regulations

· New Neighbor Welcome to introduce newcomers into the community, explain “neighborhood expectations” (i.e. “these are the rules we live by”) and encourage adherence to established neighborhood expectations.

· Expanded ESOL programs for adults in the community who do not speak English well

· Enhanced Block Captain Training

· Enhanced Zoning Enforcement

· Neighbor Assistance with upkeep “neighbors helping neighbors”

· Infrastructure Revitalization (aging pools, sidewalks, storm drains…)

· More Community Activities
Just as we found that the long term answer to stopping the emergence of gang activity in Fairfax County was prevention and intervention, I believe this model, based on empowering, strengthening and equipping neighborhoods to deal with emerging challenges with support from the County will prove to be a long term strategy to revitalizing our older communities.  Already one of the other neighborhoods on the Council of Community Leaders has decided to begin a smaller, less intensive program modeled after the Kings Park Initiative.  About a year from now, progress of the pilot will be evaluated and measured and I will be sure to report back on this initiative.

Beautifying Braddock Road

A project, which was initiated by Delegate David Bulova and my office last summer, has resulted in some major sprucing up of Braddock District’s main road.  This project is a partnership between the Fairfax County Sheriff’s Department and the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) to enhance mowing, trash pick up, and the removal of illegal signs on the median and along the rights of way using non-violent volunteer prisoners from the Adult Detention Center’s Community Labor Force.  

VDOT has also begun to remove dead and diseased trees that are planted in the medians of Braddock Road between Shirley Gate Road and the beltway, and Area Landscaping, located on Olley Lane in Braddock District will be working with VDOT on a re-planting scheme to replace the dead trees and bushes.  The Braddock District Council of Community Associations (BDC) is participating in VDOT’s Adopt-a-Highway program to assist with keeping the corridor trash free.  They are also heading up a fundraising effort to pay for the planting of new trees.  

On Tuesday, November 13th, at 7:30 PM a Fundraising Concert will take place at Annandale High School in memory of Mary Read, a victim of the Virginia Tech tragedy last spring.  Funds from this event will be used to create a living memorial in the median of Braddock Road near the Read family home.  To find out more about the concert or how to contribute, please contact my office at 703-425-9300 or braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Save These Dates!

The next few months are shaping up to be busy ones. Please be sure to mark your calendars for the following important meetings and events:

· November 13th  -  Memorial Concert for Mary Read

7:30 PM, Annandale High School, a Fundraising concert to raise money to finance a permanent memorial for Mary Read in the median along Braddock Road at Wakefield Chapel Road. Please contact my office at 703-425-9300 or braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov for more information.

· November 14th,  4:30 – 6 PM  - A Farewell to Florence
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· November 27th – Community Meeting Re: University Mall 

7:30 P.M., Kings Park Library Meeting Room, 9000 Burke Lake Road, Burke.
· November 28th  - Community Meeting Re: Woodglen Lake Dam
7:30 PM, Bonnie Brae Elementary School, to discuss plans to improve dam spillway

· December 6th  – Taste of Braddock

5:00 to 7 PM at Braddock Hall, adjacent to my office, 9002 Burke Lake Road, Burke. Local restaurants contribute samples of their fare to make this Braddock District event a signature occasion.  This is a chance for the Braddock District Council of Community Association and my office to say thank you to the many volunteers, task force members, appointees and community activists who give of their time, energy and talents to make Braddock a great place to live, work, play, raise our families and grow older comfortably.  I look forward to seeing you there!   
· December 10th – Community Meeting Re: Lake Barton Dam
7:30 P.M. Bonnie Brae Elementary School cafeteria to discuss planned improvements to Dam spillway.
· January 9th – Quarterly Meeting of the George Mason University-Braddock District Community Forum

7:30 P.M., Braddock Hall, adjacent to my office, 9002 Burke Lake Road, Burke 

· January 15th – First Community Meeting to Re-plan the Kings Park Park 
7:30 P.M., Kings Park Elementary School, 5400 Harrow Way, in Kings Park
· January 22nd – Community Meeting Regarding the Expansion of Little River Glen, residential facility for seniors.  

7:30 P.M. at Little River Glen, intersection of Olley Lane and Little River Turnpike

· January 23rd – Community Meeting to Kick off Asian-American History Project
7:30 P.M., Braddock Hall, adjacent to my office, 9002 Burke Lake Road 

· January 30th – Briefing for Braddock District residents on the Capital Beltway HOT Lanes Project
(Tentative) 7:30 P.M. at Braddock Elementary School, 7825 Heritage Dr.
Sharon Bulova 

Braddock District Supervisor
After 23 years with the County, 20 of them as Chief of Staff for our Braddock District office, Florence Naeve is retiring from the County.  Throughout the years Florence has touched many lives and has made a real difference in making our community the wonderful place it is.  From land use planning to drainage issues to transportation projects, she has been in the lead making local government work for you.





My office is organizing a farewell party for Florence on November 14th, from 4:30 to 6 PM in Room 232 at the Fairfax County Government Center.  I would love to have you join us at this event to let Florence know how much she has meant to all of us.  Please contact my office at 703-425-9300 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov" ��braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov� for more information.


























