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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR:

The BDC program for our Tuesday, October 9th meeting at 7:30 PM will be two-fold.  Trees will be the subject of the first part.  Who to call, who is responsible, what guidelines are used to ensure trees do not pose hazardous conditions.  The second part of the program continues the focus of refurbishing the trees and plants on Braddock Road.  This effort was first kicked off with the Sheriff’s department having inmates cut the grass this summer.  Now, it is time to address a comprehensive look and program to address the missing trees and general appearance of Braddock Road, a major artery in our District.  The appearance of Braddock Road sets an overall impression of our district.

Soon your organization will be receiving a BDC Dues invoice for 2007/2008.  Please consider helping us to meet our goals through your dues, even if you have no one who participates actively in BDC affairs.  We are dedicated to improving the desirable life styles for all in Braddock District.  We cannot meet our goals without your active involvement and financial support.  We heartily encourage your involvement, but if you cannot actively participate, we encourage your support through your dues.  Our major expenses are hosting the Braddock District picnic, which is always a huge success; the Web site development and maintenance which will continue to expand to become more useful; and the hosting of the Braddock District workshop.  

The attendees at the September BDC decided that our annual Braddock District Workshop will be conducted in place of our February 12, 2008 BDC meeting.  At this time we are still open for suggestions of topics.  Please provide your ideas about topics of your interest.  The earlier your suggestions reach us, the longer we can work to arrange for the appropriate speakers.  

The dialog between George Mason University and Braddock District Communities which was started last year, continues with the October 2nd meeting.  This message is being written prior to the meeting, so results are not available.  However, a summary of the key points will be provided at the October 9th BDC meeting.

BDC extends thanks to Michael Congleton and his staff for their excellent presentation on the county code enforcement process, to John Cook for his great explanation of Kings Park’s vision to revitalize their neighborhood and to the Sheriff’s Department for giving us a detailed summary of the initiative to have inmates help maintain Braddock Road’s appearance.  All of these programs speak to the dedication and involvement in creating ways to keep Braddock District an enviable place to live.

Hope to see you all on October 9th at 7:30 PM in Braddock Hall.

Sincerely, 

Bruce Wallachy
Braddock District Council Officers
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Membership Chair: Colin Campbell
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SUPERVISOR BULOVA’S CORNER
This October feels like history!  I hope you will join me, and help to promote, two exciting history events in Braddock.

· As the County celebrates the 400th anniversary of the settlement of Jamestown, Braddock District is way out in the lead!  Please put [image: image2.jpg]=t



Saturday, October 6th on your calendars for a day of history at beautiful Oak Hill in Annandale!  The event, billed as “Finding Braddock’s True Gold,” will be held from noon to 5 PM and will feature period music, living history demonstrations, children’s activities, free ice cream sundaes on the lawn, story telling and tours of this beautiful 1790 era home. Oak Hill is located at the intersection of Wakefield Chapel Road and Braeburn Drive.  Much thanks goes to Braddock District History Commissioner (and co-author of Braddock’s True Gold) Mary Lipsey, and Lake Accotink Park Manager Tawny Hammond for the work they’ve done to organize this event.  

Another cutting edge history project is our new A Look Back at Braddock (ALBB) History Website.  Created by George Mason University’s Center for History and New Media in partnership with our ALBB Task Force, this amazing site will take you back in time to early colonial land grants and to the days when much of Braddock still consisted of farm houses and rural villages.  On Wednesday, October 24th, 7:30 PM, I will host a community meeting about this project, and projects to come, in the Kings Park Library Community Room.  In the meantime, you can already visit the site at http://braddockheritage.org.  Thanks go to John Browne and Gil Donohue for chairing this project.  Thanks also to Braddock constituent Dr. Jack Censer of George Mason University for his very generous offer to work with us on the development of this site.

If you like your history in a paper version, our book, Braddock’s True Gold, has just been reprinted!  Books are available in my office ($30.00) adjacent to the Kings Park Library, as well as at Maps and Publications in the Fairfax County Government Center.  

· In the spring of 2006, the Braddock District Council of Community Associations hosted a program about large capital projects coming to Braddock.  Among the presenters was Tom Calhoun of George Mason University.  Some neighborhood leaders among the audience suggested that it would be helpful to have some regular opportunity for learning about and having a chance to discuss university/neighborhood issues.   In September of 2006, The George Mason-Braddock District Community Forum (also referred to as "The Forum" or "GM-BDCF") kicked off its first meeting.  The Forum provides a structure for discussion of issues, concerns, and upcoming plans, and for the resolution of challenges involving George Mason University and its neighboring communities in the Braddock District. 
The Forum began with informational/educational meetings in September, October and November meant to establish a common understanding regarding Mason's plans for the campus, transportation plans for the area and off-campus, university-related issues.  At the first regular meeting of The Forum on January 3rd, 2007, organizational procedures were adopted.  Membership of The Forum is comprised of representatives designated by community associations in Braddock District neighborhoods that are located near George Mason University. 

Forum meetings are held quarterly in Braddock Hall, adjacent to my Braddock District office.  Meeting dates for 2008 are and do include time at the beginning of each meeting for Public Comment:

 Wednesday, January 9, 2008, 7:30 p.m.

 Wednesday, April 9, 2008, 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 9, 2008, 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, October 15, 2008, 7:30 p.m. 
     To see Forum agendas, meeting summaries and presentations, please visit my Braddock District 
  Web site at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/braddock  and click on George Mason-Braddock District Community Forum on the left side of the page.
· Keeping Our Neighborhoods Safe, Attractive And Vital - The Kings Park Neighborhood Initiative

In March, I convened a Council of Community Leaders from five older Braddock neighborhoods (built during the 50s and 60s) with intact, active civic associations, to brainstorm about ways to address activities and conditions that can cause, or are causing, destabilization and/or dissatisfaction.  Our group was joined by senior County staff interested in a potential model for working with older communities to prevent or intervene in neighborhood deterioration. 
Some issues put on the table for us to address were:

· Overcrowding, zoning violations

· Parking (too many cars, commercial or commercial-looking vehicles, boats and trailers)

· Upkeep of property

· Tear-downs and the rebuilding of McMansions

· Shoddy or potentially unsafe (no County permits/inspections) construction

· Cultural & language conflicts
At the end of this meeting, I asked if one of the Civic Association leaders would agree to have their community serve as a pilot for addressing these issues.
On June 20th, the work of this Council and the County was the subject of my Spring Town Meeting.  At the meeting, the president of the Kings Park Civic Association presented his proposal for a pilot program in his community called the Kings Park Neighborhood Initiative. The Initiative begins with the premise that “Older single-family home communities in Fairfax County are beginning to face a new set of challenges, without the tools available to communities with mandatory homeowners associations or wealthier residents.”  
The objective of the Kings Park Initiative is to “test whether older neighborhoods can be revitalized, through a program of community education, leadership training, outreach, and advocacy for voluntary compliance with ‘neighborhood expectations’ supplemented with the intensive application of existing governmental programs and a search for ways to update community infrastructure.”  The official 
“kick-off” for this Initiative took place last Thursday, at a general meeting of the Kings Park Civic Association, where the community voted to endorse the program.  Some major components of the program include:

· Infrastructure Revitalization (aging pools, sidewalks, storm drains…)

· A Neighborhood College series tailored specifically to challenges Kings Park is attempting to address, such as how to extend outreach to new Americans who may not speak English well and/or may be hesitant to participate in community activities.

· Community Education to improve understanding of county regulations

· New Neighbor Welcome to introduce newcomers into the community, explain “neighborhood expectations” (i.e. “these are the rules we live by”) and encourage adherence to established neighborhood expectations.

· Expanded ESOL programs for adults in the community who do not speak English well

· Enhanced Block Captain Training

· Enhanced Zoning Enforcement

· Neighbor Assistance with upkeep “neighbors helping neighbors”

· More Community Activities
In November, a set of Neighborhood Expectations or Norms will be adopted by the community. All members of the original Council will continue to meet and follow the progress of the pilot.  Already one of the other neighborhoods has decided to begin a smaller, less intensive program modeled after the Kings Park Initiative. To watch the June 20th Town Meeting, including the Kings Park PowerPoint presentation, and follow the progress of the Council and the Kings Park Initiative, please visit my Braddock Website http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/braddock and click on Spring Town Hall Meeting 2007.  
I believe this model, based on empowering, strengthening and equipping neighborhoods to deal with emerging challenges with support from the County, will prove to be a long term strategy to revitalizing our older communities. Thank you John Cook and the Kings Park Community for stepping up to the plate as our Braddock District pilot for Keeping our Neighborhoods Safe, Attractive and Vital!

Sincerely,

Sharon Bulova
Don’t Miss the First Ever Braddock District Event Planning Workshop

Specially Designed for Braddock Community Event Organizers!

Developing and producing quality community programs is often not as simple as it might seem.  Join Supervisor Sharon Bulova at a special FREE workshop in coordination with staff of Celebrate Fairfax, Inc. (CFI) on Wednesday, October 10, 2007, from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the Kings Park Library.  The first-ever Braddock District Event Planning Workshop: Professional Secrets on Producing Community Events will provide attendees with tools to produce better events for their communities.  A networking mixer and light refreshments will also be available from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.  CFI is the non-profit producer of the Celebrate Fairfax! Festival, Fall for Fairfax Festival, and EVENTS101 Workshop.
The workshop will impart the secrets and methods that CFI staff and other professional event planners use to streamline the planning process, avoid trouble spots, market their programs effectively and produce outstanding events.

Topics to be covered at the workshop include:
· Creating an Event Planning Timeline

· Smart Budgeting for Community Events

· Event Public Relations in an E-Society

· Creating Great Events

· Sustaining Success through Changes in Volunteer Leadership

Additionally, attendees will be invited for a follow-up, one-on-one session with a professional event planner to discuss their events in detail.  Registrants for these sessions will be able to bring multiple members of their planning teams, even members that were unable to attend the first workshop.

Both of these sessions are provided FREE of charge to eligible organizations, including PTSAs, homeowner and civic associations, religious groups, civic organizations, athletic groups, and other community and non-profit groups located within or serving the Braddock District.  Space is limited, so please register early.  A maximum of two members per organization will be permitted to register, but others may be sign-up for a wait list if space remains available as the workshop nears.

TO REGISTER, PLEASE CONTACT:  Lynn Silsby at the Braddock District Supervisor’s Office at 703-425-9300, TTY 711, or via e-mail at braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov.  Registration is on a first-come first-serve basis, but as of September 30, the two members per organization restriction was lifted.  RSVPs are required to attend.  For workshop updates, visit http://www.celebratefairfax.org/index.asp?bid=868. 
County Initiates Special Needs Registry

Fairfax County has launched an online registry designed to allow citizens with special needs and organizations assisting those with social needs to provide information so the county can communicate alerts and information about emergency preparedness, response and recovery resources to vulnerable, at-risk and hard-to-reach residents.

The registry has two categories: the Medical Needs Registry and the Social Needs Registry. The Medical Needs Registry will contain the names and addresses of individuals with medical needs who cannot manage for themselves in a shelter or evacuation center. The Social Needs Registry is a tool used by the county to facilitate access to groups in need of specialized communications and/or transportation during an emergency. People with social needs are individuals who are vulnerable in the event of an emergency, but are not medically dependent.

The registry will be used for any emergency requiring evacuation, including flooding, hurricanes, hazardous materials spills and gas leaks.

To register online, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/specialneeds. Residents may also request registration by phone or mail. Call 703-324-9000, TTY 703-324-9001, or write to the Fairfax County Office of Emergency Management, 12000 Government Center Parkway, Suite 565, Fairfax, VA 22035 for more information.
Proposed Amendment to the Tree Conservation Ordinance

On October 15, 2007, the Board of Supervisors will hold a public hearing on a proposed county code amendment regarding tree conservation.   This additional chapter to the county code aims to improve not only Fairfax County’s ability to preserve heritage, memorial, specimen and street trees, but also to further the goals and objectives of the Board’s 20-Year Environmental Vision Plan. Because of inherent limitations in the existing code, Fairfax County has not been able to take advantage of state provisions concerning the preservation of heritage, memorial, specimen and street trees.
Under the proposed amendment, trees for potential designation can be identified by an urban forester, citizens, citizens’ groups and organizations.  Proposed trees will evaluated by the Department of Public Works and Environmental Services.  These designated trees might require, in some instances, an environmental easement because of other natural features within the tree’s root zone.  Most importantly, all reports of tree designations must include written consent from the tree’s owner.  It is the Board’s hope that the new ordinance will allow Fairfax County to effectively take advantage of the limited authority granted by the state and achieve the goals setout in its environmental agendas and tree action plans.
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Pinn Community Center
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM

The Pinn After-School Program is designed to support the objectives of Virini's Standards of
Learning by providing homework assistance.  During theirtime with us, youth will engage in
character buiing and experientia, hands-on leaming opportunites via actvites and ield trips

THE AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM

Who: Students in grades 3,4 and 5 at Bonnie Brae Elementary School

When: October 1, 2007 - December 21, 2007
Mondays from 1:30to 6 pm.
Tuesdays through Fridays 330t0 6 pm.

Where: David R Pinn Community Center, 10225 Zion Drive,Fairfax, VA
Transportation will be provided from the school o the center. For more.
information, please call 703-250-9181, TTY 711.

Note: Children who are repeatedlypicked up after the program ends for the ay willbe
droppedrom the program.

PARENT ORIENTATION DINNER

Who: Parents or quardians of chidren envalled in the program MUST attend.
When: September 27, 2007 at 6 pam.

Where: David R Pinn Community Center, 10225 Zion Drive, Fairfax, VA
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Dedicated Penny for Stormwater to Pay for Rehabilitation of Pohick Creek Dam Number 4

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors advanced its environmental agenda on September 10, 2007, by accepting an agreement to rehabilitate Pohick Creek Dam Number 4. 

The repairs will be partially funded from the board’s allocation of the value of one penny from the county’s real estate tax rate dedicated to stormwater management. In the past two years, this dedicated penny has amounted to more than $40 million for improving the county’s stormwater programs.

“The dedicated penny for stormwater management is improving water quality,” said Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Chairman Gerald E. Connolly. “This funding helps the county to pay for new projects to improve the environment, and it also allows the county to care for our existing environmental infrastructure. This project helps us to protect our creeks, streams and watersheds.”

The dam helps to safeguard water quality by trapping nutrients and sediments. Nutrients, such as phosphorous, nitrogen and potassium that are found in fertilizer and grass clippings, can suffocate fish. Sediment, such as soil from stream banks, destroys feeding grounds for aquatic life, blocks light and increases water temperature. Both excessive nutrients and sediment are harmful to the county’s watersheds and the Chesapeake Bay.
The project will focus on preventing erosion to the dam’s embankment. The dam has benefited water quality, wildlife habitat and recreation since its completion in July 1976, as well as prevented flooding downstream. 

The joint rehabilitation agreement is between the Fairfax County Department of Public Works and Environmental Services Stormwater Management Division; the Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District (NVSWCD); and the U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). 
The current cost of the project is approximately $3.1 million. NRCS will pay 65 percent of the cost or approximately $2 million. Fairfax County will fund 35 percent of the project or approximately $1.1 million of final costs, less any in-kind services credits. The current value of in-kind credit provided by Fairfax County and the Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District is approximately $460,000; the total Fairfax County cash contribution is approximately $634,000. 

A final design for this project is being completed under a Fairfax County contract, following NRCS standards. By April 2008, construction of the project will begin and the newly rehabilitated dam will have a new life expectancy of 70 years. 

The Board of Supervisors’ environmental agenda, “Environmental Excellence for Fairfax County — A 20-Year Vision,” was adopted in 2004, and it identifies six areas of focus for environmental protection: growth and land use; air quality and transportation; water quality; solid waste; parks, trails and open space; and environmental stewardship. The 2004 plan and the board’s environmental improvement program were recognized by the National Association of Counties with an Achievement Award last year. Both are available on the county’s Web site at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/living/environment/eip. 

For more information about the dedicated penny for stormwater management or this project, contact Irene Haske, Department of Public Works and Environmental Services Stormwater Management Division, at 703-324-5821, TTY 711.
























