BOARD MATTER

June 18, 2007

Braddock Road Maintenance

Public-Public-Private-Private Partnership
Mr. Chairman, attached is a press release distributed on Friday by Delegate David Bulova announcing a pilot project to improve the appearance and maintenance of Braddock Road through the 37th Delegate District and the Braddock Magisterial District (From Shirley Gate Road east to Backlick Road).  

The project, which has already been initiated, is a partnership between the Fairfax County Sheriff’s Department and the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) to enhance mowing, trash pick up, and the removal of illegal signs on the median and along the rights of way using non-violent volunteer prisoners from the Adult Detention Center’s Community Labor Force.  

VDOT is going to remove dead and diseased trees that are planted in the medians of Braddock Road between Shirley Gate Road to the beltway, and Area Landscaping, located on Olley Lane in Braddock District will be working with VDOT on a re-planting scheme to replace the dead trees and bushes.  

The Braddock District Council of Community Associations will be participating in VDOT’s Adopt-a-Highway program to assist with keeping the corridor trash free.  They are also heading up a fundraising effort to pay for the planting of new trees.  
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Delegate David Bulova and Supervisor Sharon Bulova have announced a unique “Public-Public-Private-Private Partnership” to improve the appearance and maintenance of Braddock Road through the 37th Delegate District and the Braddock Magisterial District. 

The Braddock Road Maintenance Partnership was announced at a meeting on June 12th with members of the Braddock District Council (BDC) of Community Associations.  This meeting was in response to comments Delegate Bulova received during a BDC meeting in April, which featured reports from Braddock District legislators.  At that meeting community association leaders had complained about the appearance and lack of mowing on State roads.

After discussion with Delegate David Bulova and Supervisor Sharon Bulova, the Fairfax County Sheriff’s Department Community Labor Force has offered to partner with VDOT, as a pilot program, to mow grass, pick up trash, and remove illegal signs on Braddock Road from Shirley Gate Road to Backlick Road.
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Regarding dead and dying trees in the median strips, Supervisor Bulova explained that the trees were originally planted as a “Braddock District Tree Planting Project” which began in 1988.  Braddock Road had just been widened and the goal was to “put the green” back in the road.  For years funds for “commemorative” trees were donated by members of the community so that trees, bushes, and flowers could be planted on medians in Braddock, Rolling, and Burke Lake Roads.  Area Landscaping, located on Olley Lane in the Braddock District, did much of the planting, in compliance with VDOT requirements.  Now, a number of the original trees and bushes are either dead or diseased.

Bob Driscoll of VDOT said that VDOT would remove the dead trees.  Rich Barfield of Area Landscaping agreed to work with the VDOT arborist to determine which trees in the median need to be replaced. Once a decision has been made, VDOT will remove the dead trees and Mr. Barfield will put together a re-planting plan, including a proposal for periodic routine maintenance of the trees. Mr. Barfield said Area Landscaping would contribute to the cost of the project, depending on its size and scope.  Once funding had been identified for replacement trees and bushes, planting would most likely take place in the late fall, the most optimal time for survival. The Braddock District Council of Community Associations (BDC) is committed to a fundraising effort for the re-planting and maintenance of the trees.  

When the discussion turned to the mowing of the median strips, Delegate David Bulova announced that, in a meeting he had hosted in late May, the Sheriff’s Department had agreed to a pilot project to supplement VDOT’s maintenance program on Braddock Road from Shirley Gate Road to Backlick Road.  The Sheriff Department’s Community Labor Force (non violent volunteer prisoners from the Fairfax Adult Detention Center accompanied by guards) will pick up trash and litter, mow the grass, take down illegally posted signs, and clean up any graffiti or tagging in the median strips and along the shoulders of the road.  The pilot project will be assessed at the end of the year to determine whether it should be continued and/or expanded.

Delegate Bulova stressed that while this is an enormously important effort; it does not address the larger issue of inadequate funding of routine road maintenance and does not absolve the State from adequately maintaining our roads.  He noted that conversations are ongoing with VDOT and area legislators about how to address the large issue in the long-term.

To get the project started, VDOT has agreed to a first mowing of the long grass on Braddock Road by Monday, June 18.  The Sheriff’s Department will take over on that date and start by mowing the grass to an even shorter length.  Thereafter, the Sheriff’s Department labor force will do clean-up sweeps, including mowing, every two to three weeks.  VDOT has pledged to supply trash bags for the clean-up effort and pick up those bags.  At the request of the Sheriff’s Department, VDOT has also agreed to help with safety measures, including the use of a crash-cushion truck for lane closures if they are needed during the mowing operations.  In addition, civic and homeowner associations along Braddock Road are interested in joining VDOT’s Adopt-a-Highway program to assist with keeping the corridor trash free.  Some associations have already joined.

Supervisor Bulova closed the meeting by emphasizing that this effort will be a true partnership.  She described it as a Public-Public-Private-Private Partnership consisting of:  VDOT, the County Sheriff’s Department, the Braddock District Council of Community Associations, and Area Landscaping.
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In a meeting later the same day, Supervisor Bulova met with Nancy DeVera, an Annandale High School (AHS) parent, joined by Jack Elgin, AHS Band Director, Andrea Sobel, AHS Family Outreach Center, and Christina DeVera, AHS alumni.  Mrs. DeVera and members of the AHS community expressed interest in planting a living memorial for Mary Read, the Annandale High School student who was killed during the tragic shooting at Virginia Tech on April 16, 2007.  

They were very interested in the project to restore beauty to Braddock Road and indicated that they would like to adopt the median at Braddock Road and Wakefield Chapel Drive for a living memorial.  Mrs. DeVera will organize a fund raising effort with the goal of raising approximately $1,000 to have the median planted with trees, bushes, and flowers.

After the meeting, Supervisor Bulova spoke to Rich Barfield of Area Landscaping about designing something really special for the Braddock Road median at Wakefield Chapel Drive as part of his planting scheme for the corridor.
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