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August 6, 2007

Dr. Ernst Volgenau, Rector

Board of Visitors

George Mason University

4400 University Drive

Fairfax, Virginia 22030

Dear Dr. Volgenau:

Please accept our warmest regards and know that we remain committed to the success of George Mason University and its faculty, staff, and students.  
This past June, you and the members of the Board of Visitors received a petition expressing serious concern regarding the placement of the large LED sign by the University at the intersection of Braddock Road and Sideburn Road.  To date, the community has not received a response from the University, even though the petition contained the names of several hundred local residents.

In fairness to these residents and considering that the sign was constructed without the required notification to Fairfax County for its review and comment
, we request that this issue be placed on the agenda of a future meeting of the Board of Visitors for discussion and an opportunity for the community to present its views.  These issues could have been vetted before installation of the sign had the University followed the procedures outlined in 

§ 15.2-2202(C) of the Code of Virginia requiring a formal opportunity for input by Fairfax County.  This requirement has been verified with Mr. Richard Sliwoski, the Director of the Virginia Department of General Services.  Moreover, we would request verification that the University presented the project before the Art and Architecture Board as required in § 2.2-2402(B) and that the University provided an Environmental Impact Report to DEQ as required in § 10.1-1188. 

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors has raised several concerns with the University regarding the sign.  These include the sign’s general incompatibility with the character of the surrounding community and the impact of light pollution on the surrounding residential area.  However, the most important issue is that of safety.  The sign is located at a very busy intersection, which distracts a driver’s attention when approaching that intersection, and is placed in a position where it blocks the view of the traffic signal as motorists approach the intersection from west-bound Braddock Road.

I hope that you would agree that it is reasonable to hold the University to the same standards of accountability expected of all State agencies.  Given the University’s failure to follow the requirements of the Code of Virginia and in light of the public safety concerns that surround the sign, we believe that it is imperative for the Board of Visitors to openly address the concerns raised by the petition signers.  By placing this item on your agenda, providing a forum where community leaders can represent their concerns to the Board, and by considering these concerns, up to and including relocation of the sign, you can gain increased goodwill in the community. 
We appreciate your consideration in this matter and would appreciate a response in writing to our request.  Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or if we can provide any assistance.

With deepest regards,



David L. Bulova








Senator Ken T. Cuccinelli, II

Virginia House of Delegates



Virginia Senate

37th District










37th District

cc:
George Mason University Board of Visitors



Dr. Alen G. Merten, President, George Mason University



Hon. Gerry Connolly, Chairman, Fairfax County Board of Supervisors



Hon. Sharon Bulova, Vice-Chairman, Fairfax County Board of Supervisors



Hon. Timothy Kaine, Governor, Commonwealth of Virginia



Mr. Richard Sliwoski, Director, Virginia Department of General Services



Mr. Cliff Keenan, President, Country Club View Civic Association



Mr. Al Obuchowski, President, Middleridge Civic Association



Mr. Tony Vellucci, President, Kings Park West Civic Association
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� § 15.2-2202(C) of the Code of Virginia states that “[e]very state agency responsible for the construction, operation or maintenance of public facilities within the Commonwealth shall notify the chief administrative officer of every locality in which the agency intends to undertake a capital project involving new construction costing at least $100,000.”  The sign erected by the University was in excess of $300,000.
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