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FAIRFAX COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

MEETING LOG

MEETING DATE AND TIME:  Tuesday, September 18, 2007, 10 a.m.
PERSON(S) REQUESTING MEETING:  Supervisor Bulova  


SUBJECT:  GMU-Braddock District Traffic Flow
SUPERVISOR IN ATTENDANCE:  None.  Sally Tomlin, Aide.
OTHER AGENCIES IN ATTENDANCE:  GMU Police, GMU Transportation, University Mall;
                                                                  VDOT TE, VDOT STC

FCDOT STAFF IN ATTENDANCE:  Doug Hansen

BACKGROUND/OUTCOME:  Updates/Actions on Various Issues as follows:
· University Mall:  University Mall management like the idea of moving the Rt. 123 entrance further south, to the vicinity of the neighboring church.  This would necessitate creating a new crossover point and providing inter-parcel access to the church.  The current entrance would revert to a right in/right out. For all this to happen, ingress/egress issues regarding the new entrance would have to be negotiated with the church and neighborhood.  Theoretically, church traffic would turn left into the shopping center entrance and then onto a service road connecting to the church property.  This would entail going through an existing buffer zone of trees.  Also, signalizing the new entrance would have to be considered.… They will be discussing with Giant Food the issue of closing the median on Braddock Road located midway between Rt. 123 and Roanoke River Road, which is a current entrance into the shopping center.  The advantages of this are to improve traffic flow on Braddock Road, also making provision for lengthening the left turn lane for Roanoke River Road and perhaps lengthening the left turn lane for SB Rt. 123.  The current entrance would then revert to right in/right out. … It was mentioned that no ring road would be built internally for the mall but that traffic can currently and in the future get to the Roanoke River Road exit from the Rt. 123 side through internal pathways in the shopping center.

· Relocating Pedestrian Signal from East to West Quadrants on Braddock Road at Roanoke River Road:  VDOT evaluating issue.

· Braddock Road/Rt. 123 Interchange:  Supervisor’s office has put a request into Kathy Ichter for information on any proposed interchange.
· No-U-Turn sign on EB Braddock Road at Roanoke River Road:  VDOT evaluating issue.  VDOT is also looking into striping the WB curb lane as a combination thru/right since motorists can now continue straight through the intersection to continue in the right turn lane for NB Rt. 123.
· Closing Roanoke River Road:  GMU believes it is being successful in redirecting traffic to the Sideburn Road exit.  Queues at that exit are longer now.  Roanoke River Road is closed for ingress (left turns in) during special events.  Also, the intersection approach to Braddock Road was recently widened.  They are working on internal circulation issues affecting the Sideburn Road exit and proposed conference center on the western portion of campus; this is part of their long-range plan.  Therefore, they are not considering closing Roanoke River Road at this time.
· Reconfiguring Roanoke River Road/Braddock Road Intersection for 8 Phase (Quad) Operation:  FCDOT stated this is not feasible since GMU has reconstructed their approach for a two lane configuration with lane assignments of left/thru and right only.  To change to left only and thru/right would block right turns and cause cars to try and go around those waiting to go thru, and they could conflict with bicyclists in the bike lane which was recently added.  However, on the mall side, there is room to add a dedicated left turn lane and FCDOT suggested that this lane be constructed so there are three lanes of egress (left, thru, right) to facilitate traffic flow out of the mall.  Dual lefts were also suggested if three lanes were available.  (Current configuration is left/thru; right.) Mall management agreed to take this suggestion under consideration.
· GMU Enhanced Trailblazing Signage:  GMU is working on trailblazing signage to better direct people to various entrances for special events or normal school hours.  It was emphasized that the signs should be made to highway sign standards, legible font with minimal wording.  GMU is also working on educating students on campus concerning traffic flow issues.
· Yield to Ped Signs:  FCDOT stated that no signs were missing at Rt. 123/University Drive, but that a sign was missing on SB Roanoke River Road at Braddock Road, and we would have this replaced.  We are also looking into placing YTP signs at the intersection of University Drive/George Mason Boulevard.
· Rt .123/University Drive:  FCDOT requested VDOT to look at providing dual left turns for WB University Drive onto SB Rt. 123.  This may mean the elimination of the south quadrant crosswalk if the signal becomes split phased.  GMU noted that there have been two pedestrian accidents recently between NB motorists turning right and a ped and bicyclist trying to cross in the south quadrant crosswalk.  VDOT will perform a safety review.  VDOT is also looking at a ‘No Turn on Red When Pedestrians Are Present’ sign for NB 123.  FCDOT also requested pedestrian signals to accompany the existing crosswalks in the east and west quadrants paralleling Rt. 123.
· Lighting on GMU Pathway Paralleling Rt. 123:  GMU is working to improve lighting on this pathway.
FOLLOW-UP:  Replace and/or install YTP signs as notated above.
Submitted by:  Douglas W. Hansen, Sr. Transportation Planner – Traffic Operations
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