SUMMARY OF THE OCTOBER 2, 2007 FORUM MEETING #4
Supervisor Bulova welcomed the attendees to the Forum, gave some background on the Forum and asked everyone to introduce themselves.

Public Comment
The only comment made during the public comment period was a thank you to Supervisor Bulova for facilitating the partnership among the county, VDOT, the Braddock District Council and Delegate David Bulova to mow the median strip and otherwise clean up Braddock Road.

Update on George Mason University Construction (Hotel/Conference Center)
Tom Calhoun, the University’s vice president for facilities, displayed a list of, and gave a rundown on, construction projects on campus. He said there are $500 million worth of projects underway right now, including $80 million on both the Prince William and Arlington campuses. These projects include:

· Faculty housing, which is just getting started

· A new parking deck

· Internal renovations to the Patriot Center, also just getting started
· Improvements to the aquatic center (just completed).
The list of projects also includes the six or seven-story, 150-room hotel and conference center along Route 123 on the western side of the University’s eastern campus. Sitting on 3.5 acres, the conference center will occupy 20,000 square feet and will have a restaurant that will seat 150-175 patrons. The project, partially screened by trees, will include a right turn in and right turn out entrance to the university on Route 123 and surface parking lots to the south.

Mr. Calhoun said the University would set up public meetings, so citizens can have input to the project. Fairfax City residents will be invited to the public meeting. Attendees asked what impact the conference center would have on traffic and surrounding neighborhoods. Mr. Calhoun said most of the impact would be campus-centered. An attendee asked if the hotel would be GMU-owned. Mr. Calhoun said it would be, although the University might contract out some aspects of the management of the hotel, as it does the Patriot Center.

A Forum participant asked who would represent citizens’ interests in reviewing the university’s plans.  Supervisor Bulova answered that the planning and approval process is done by the Commonwealth, not the county.  She said that county staff would be given an opportunity to review and comment on the plans.  
Mr. Calhoun added that the conference center, hotel and restaurant would be available to the county and the public.

Mr. Calhoun said that when the Roberts Road turn lane and trail project is completed, the University would be adding a pedestrian entrance on the northwest corner of Braddock and Roberts Roads. An audience member asked if the University was planning to do anything to relocate the power poles in that area. Mr. Calhoun said the University does not own the power poles, and to his knowledge, no one is planning to move them.

He finished his presentation by announcing that Fairfax City has plans to extend George Mason Boulevard to the campus.  University Drive will connect to George Mason Boulevard and serve as a route into the City of Fairfax instead of the current University Drive route.  
Update on Roberts Road Turn Lane Project

Elizabeth Iannetta, a senior transportation planner with the county’s Department of Transportation, told attendees that the southbound Roberts Road turn lane project is under construction, with completion scheduled in March 2008. She added that the accompanying trail project is designed, land acquisition details are being worked out and the University has granted the easement on the west side of Roberts from Braddock to Shenandoah. She said that construction will either begin this winter or spring. The projects will include pedestrian countdown signals at Braddock and Roberts.

Traffic Flow and Signalization around George Mason University
Commenting on the proposal to re-institute a northbound right turn lane project on Roberts Road, Doug Hansen, a senior transportation planner with the county, said a group went out at 7 a.m. one day to study the intersection. The group concluded that the intersection was performing well, and that on each cycle of the light, the lines waiting to turn left or right or go straight were able to clear out. Mr. Hansen also said there was community opposition to the right turn lane when it was proposed several years ago. He said Kings Park West was afraid Roberts Road would receive more use as a cut-through street, while the townhouse community objected to the project because it might take parking away.
For the remainder of Mr. Hansen’s report, click on the following link:
Student Parking on Residential Streets
Residential Parking Permit Districts were explained by Tad Borkowski, a senior transportation planner with the Fairfax County Department of Transportation. Various attendees talked about parking problems caused by students along Tapestry Drive and Roberts Road, particularly at the intersection of those two streets. They said the student parking caused safety problems and line-of-sight difficulties. The audience thought that residents have a right to park in front of their own homes.
Supervisor Bulova said that she did not believe the county’s ordinance (originally created to address parking around high schools) permitted the installation of RPPDs for parking around colleges and universities. She agreed to check to make certain of this.  Sally Tomlin from Supervisor Bulova’s office confirmed that “none of the streets qualify under current state law” where there is “reverse frontage” of homes.  Supervisor Bulova said, nonetheless, her office, county DOT and VDOT would re-look at the safety issues.
Update on George Mason University Electronic Sign
Supervisor Bulova explained that Delegate David Bulova and Senator Ken Cuccinelli wrote a letter to the university’s Board of Visitors, asking that the matter of the electronic sign be put on a future agenda. Although no official word has been received, apparently the board considered earlier this month whether to formally put the sign on the agenda for the December 5 meeting of the Board of Visitors.
Various attendees said they had heard University president Alan Merten saying that he is receiving lots of positive comment on the sign and they’re afraid he is not getting the message. Supervisor Bulova assured them that Dr. Merten is getting the message because he has been copied on all major correspondence regarding the sign. She said that she was hopeful that those who oppose the sign will get an opportunity to present their case to the Board of Visitors.

Mason Alert
The University’s director of community relations, Traci Claar, announced Mason Alert, a system that delivers important emergency information during major campus or area emergencies. She said nearly 12,000 people have signed up already and urged community members to sign up. Interested individuals can sign up at alert.gmu.edu or by texting the keyword Mason to 411911 on their cell phones.
Ms. Claar also announced the university’s Vision Series of lectures. The lectures help to highlight the real world research that takes place every day on the University’s distributed campus. Additional information and ticket reservations are available at
visit gmu.edu/cfa/vision.
Meeting Attendees
Braddock District Supervisor’s office – Supervisor Sharon Bulova, Sally Tomlin and Colin Campbell

General Assembly – Delegate David Marsden
University staff – Tom Calhoun, Traci Claar and Josh Cantor

Fairfax County staff – Jan Brodie, Dan Southworth, Doug Hansen, Elizabeth Iannetta, Tad Borkowski, Lt. Greg Haugh, Lt. Chris Sawyer and John Bell
Community association representatives – Ivan Dietrich (Little Run Civic Association), Marisue Uhrich (Kingsberry HOA), Joe Meyer (Kings Park West HOA), Cliff Keenan (Country Club View Civic Association), Maryann Beck (Rutherford Civic Association), Art Wells (Truro HOA), John Yeatman (North Hill), Gail Wade (Chancery Park) and Richard Bryan (George Mason Forest)
Citizens – Paula Izadpanah, Marcia Young (Kingsberry HOA), Paul Kraucunas (Kingsberry HOA), Rick Huska (Kings Park West Community Association), Tony Vellucci (Kings Park West Community Association), Melissa Morgan (Kings Park West Community Association) and Jeff Root (Kings Park West Community Association)
Others – Suzanne Harsel (Braddock District representative to the Planning Commission), Bruce Wallachy (chair, Braddock District Council) and Mark O’Meara (University Mall business owner)
Future Meetings
Wednesday, January 9, 2008, 7:30 p.m. (Braddock Hall)
Wednesday, April 9, 2008, 7:30 p.m. (Braddock Hall)

Wednesday, July 9, 2008, 7:30 p.m. (Braddock Hall)

Wednesday, October 15, 2008, 7:30 p.m. (Braddock Hall)
If anyone has suggestions for the agenda, please e-mail them to colin.campbell@fairfaxcounty.gov.
