Intersection of Roberts Road and Tapestry Drive
Meeting Notes from On-Site October 24, 2007 
Attendees:

Tony Vellucci, President Kings Park West CA
Joe Meyer, President Kings Park West HOA
Jeff Root, resident of Tapestry Drive

Paul Gauthier, resident of Tapestry Drive

Marilyn Jackson, resident of Tapestry Drive

Delia Blanco, resident of Farndon Ct.

Greg Hekel, representing KPWTH

Rich Juchnewicz, President of Park West CA

Tad Borkowski, FCDOT, Parking Program Manager

Hamid Majdi, FCDOT, RPPD Manager

Paul Anderson, Police Department

Barry Harrison, VDOT

Sally Tomlin, Supervisor Bulova’s Office

At the October 2, 2007 George Mason-Braddock District Community Forum Supervisor Bulova requested an on-site meeting to review the parking concerns raised by residents near Roberts Road and Tapestry Drive.  Community association representatives and interested residents spoke to the concerns they have which include the following: 

· dense parking along Tapestry Drive and concerns that at times vehicles have difficulty passing due to narrowing of travel lanes;
· an increase in the number of students from Mason parking in the area due to parking fees or shortages of parking spaces on the campus and requests for reserved residential parking on Tapestry Drive and Roberts Road;
· traffic blocking the intersection on northbound Roberts Road when vehicles are queuing up from the signal at Braddock; 
· narrowness of shoulder on Roberts Road and concerns for safety of cars and people getting in and out of them; 

· difficulty seeing oncoming traffic to right and left when attempting to turn out of Tapestry Drive and lack of visibility of cars going south on Roberts Road to Tapestry Drive;
· vehicles cutting the corner too tightly from southbound Roberts Road onto Tapestry Drive;
· speeding and ability of vehicles traveling southbound on Roberts to notice and to stop for left turners onto Tapestry Drive;
· vehicles that park for long periods of time on Roberts and appear to be unattended;
· overgrown vegetation on corners of Tapestry Drive;
· differences in the speed limit in this area (35 mph) and further down Roberts it is 30mph and restrictions on parking in other sections of Roberts Road.
Hamid Majdi spoke to the constraints of the Residential Permit Parking District (RPPD) ordinance which requires there to be residential addresses on any roadways or sections of roadways to qualify for inclusion in an RPPD.  The only section of roadway in this area that could qualify for RPPD is the stretch of Tapestry Drive after the pool property with addresses on Tapestry Drive.  Mr. Majdi has done a review of this section of roadway and determined that there are too few vehicles parking in this area at this time to qualify.  At least 75 percent of the total number of on-street spaces of the petitioning blocks are occupied, and at least 50 of those occupied spaces are occupied by nonresidents of the petitioning blocks (see section 82-5A-4 Fairfax County Code).
Barry Harrison addressed many of the issues raised regarding safety and parking.  He stated that the main mission of VDOT in situations such as this is to address capacity and line of sight issues.  Regarding capacity on Tapestry Drive, the police and VDOT representative agreed that even with the cars parked in this area there is sufficient capacity for ingress and egress of emergency vehicles.  Mr. Harrison also stated that it is not uncommon in residential areas for drivers to have to yield to oncoming traffic on roadways with vehicles parked such they do on Tapestry Drive.
Our office had asked VDOT to review this location for a “do not block the intersection” sign in September and received the following response from Mr. Harrison: “VDOT has reviewed the request for a Do Not Block Intersection (DNBI) for northbound Roberts Rd. at Tapestry Drive and we do not support the installation of this signage at this time.  As an FYI, our VDOT office has just recently modified the way this request is processed.  Due to the fact that enforcement has a strong influence in curbing the illegal blocking of intersections, especially during the peak hours, we now limit the use of the DNBI sign to intersections that have an above average number of violators and where several cycles of enforcement have occurred and not yield positive results.”
The shoulder on which vehicles are parking along Roberts Road is narrower in the area near Tapestry Drive then it is further to the south, however, Mr. Harrison stated that it is eight feet in width and is therefore considered adequate for parking.  He acknowledged that there could be friction between parked cars and moving vehicles, however, that is to be expected and in some cases results in reduced traveling speeds in the area.  In response to questions regarding the suggestion of removing parking on Roberts Road, particularly at the intersection with Tapestry Drive, VDOT and the police stated that it was not necessary.  And, in addition, they stated that southbound drivers on Roberts Road trying to get around left turning vehicles at Tapestry Drive might illegally use the shoulder area as a travel lane creating a more dangerous situation.  
Mr. Harrison will have the sight distance measured on both sides of Tapestry Drive and expects that some parking will have to be taken to install “no parking here to corner” signs to improve sight distance.  He also agreed to have a stop bar painted at Tapestry Drive to mark the intended stop area for motorists and to potentially help direct southbound traffic on Roberts Road making a left onto Tapestry Drive to keep to the right and not cut the corner too closely.

VDOT will also install a 25 mph sign on Tapestry Drive near the Roberts Road intersection.  Supervisor Bulova’s office will report the overgrown vegetation to the corners to VDOT.  However, some of the overgrowth appears to be on homeowner association property and should be cut back by the respective associations.   

Paul Anderson will have the motors squad come out to the area for enforcement, particularly regarding drivers going over the yellow centerline to get into the left turn lane on northbound Roberts Road and blocking the intersection in the northbound lanes at Tapestry Drive.  The police will also address the issues raised regarding several vehicles that have not moved in quite awhile.  Officer Anderson will review the reasons for other “no parking” areas on Roberts Road.  Supervisor Bulova’s office will ask VDOT to evaluate the posted speed limits on Roberts Road and to review the section of Roberts near the intersection of Braddock Road for a reduction of the speed limit from 35 mph to 30 mph.  Updates on these issues will be provided at the next meeting of the George Mason-Braddock District Community Forum.
