
 

 

 

Dr. Richard Chobot & Donna Goldbranson Named Lord & Lady 

Fairfax  

The tradition of honoring the Lords and Ladies Fairfax began in 1984 as 

a way to recognize the accomplishments of outstanding citizens of 

Fairfax County. Each member of the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors 

selects two people from his or her district who have demonstrated 

outstanding volunteer service, heroism, or other special 

accomplishments to receive the award.  This year’s Lord & Lady Fairfax 

for Braddock District are Dr. Richard Chobot and Donna Goldbranson. 

Richard and Mary Chobot live in the Red Fox Forest neighborhood and 

serve as president and secretary of their civic association.  Rich is a 

member of the Knights of Columbus, the Men’s Club and the Men’s 

Spiritual Group at Holy Spirit Church.  Rich also serves as a member of 

the Consolidated Community Funding Advisory Committee and is the 

Chair of the Fairfax Area 

Commission on Aging, 

focusing on the completion 

and implementation of the 50+ Community Action Plan. 

Donna Goldbranson is a champion for young adults with life-

long disabilities.  Donna developed Specially Adapted 

Resource Clubs (SPARC) to meet the growing need for 

inclusion services in the community.  She used 20 years of 

experience in advocacy and team building in order to bring 

together diverse organizations to make this unique day 

support program for young adults with multiple disabilities a 

success. This challenging effort required entrepreneurial 

insight, boundless energy, and commitment to build the 

powerful partnerships needed to realize this dream. 

Supervisor Cook has served 

on Fairfax County Board of 

Supervisors since 2009 and 

lives in Kings Park with his 

wife and children. 



Community Meeting Discussing Braddock Road Study

Fairfax County is working with the community to evaluate potential improvements for the Braddock Road 

corridor, between Guinea Road and I-495. Potential improvements may include additional travel lanes, 

HOV lanes, dedicated bus lanes, pedestrian and bicycle improvements, and intersection improvements.   

You may recall that in November 2014, Fairfax County selected RK&K consulting to conduct a study of the 

proposed project area to recommend a plan for increasing the capacity of the Braddock Road corridor.  In 

particular, the study will be addressing the following potential projects:  the construction of one HOV/bus 

lane in each direction from Burke Lake Road to I-495, the construction of one general purpose lane in each 

direction from Guinea Road to Burke Lake Road, and the construction of a transit center along Braddock 

Road near the Kings Park Shopping Center.  RK&K will also study a “no-build” option for comparison with 

each design option.  

Community involvement is so important and your feedback will help us tremendously as we move forward 

in studying these potential improvements.  To submit comments regarding the Braddock Road Project, 

please use the form here.  We will be updating the Braddock Road Task Force website with any new 

developments.  You can access the website here.  Also, be sure to take a look at the Braddock Road 

Commuter Fact Sheet, where you can find the latest updates concerning the project.  

As a reminder, please mark your calendars for the Braddock Road Study Community Meeting that 

will take place on June 9th at 7:30 p.m. at Lake Braddock Secondary School.  While the meeting starts 

at 7:30 p.m., there will be an open house beginning at 7:00 p.m. which will allow community 

members to come early to ask questions and get additional information. At the meeting, county staff 

will explain how the proposed project fits with other county transportation plans and representatives from 

RK&K will discuss the options and issues under review by the committee. 

What is Your View on Noise in the Community?

The Board of Supervisors conducted a public hearing on a proposed new Noise Ordinance on Tuesday, May 

12, 2015.  After hearing from the public on a number of issues, the Board deferred its decision until June 23, 

2015, at 3:00 p.m. in order to provide additional time to consider testimony and to address concerns.  This 

hearing followed almost two years of outreach meetings and subsequent revisions.  Presently, there is no 

consensus in the community on several of the issues involved in the proposed ordinance and I am reaching 

out to Braddock residents for your thoughts on several of them. 

The overall goal of the proposed Noise Ordinance is to: recognize that there will always be certain levels of 

noise that occur in the normal course of daily living; allow certain levels of daytime noise so that people can 

live, work, and play during the day; and minimize nighttime noise so residents have a quiet environment in 

their homes at night.  

The proposed new Ordinance would replace both the existing Noise Ordinance (Chapter 108 of the Fairfax 

County Code) and the existing Excessive Sound Generation in Residential Areas and Dwellings (Article 6 of 

Chapter 5 of the County Code which was adopted as an interim measure by the Board in 2013).  Currently, 

Chapter 108 dealing with “nuisance noises” requires enforcement based upon a subjective “reasonable 

person” standard.  In April 2009, the Supreme Court of Virginia, in the case of Tanner v. City of Virginia 

Beach, 227 Va. 432, 674 S.E.2d 848 (2009), struck down as unconstitutional a similar “reasonable person” 
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standard found in Virginia Beach’s noise ordinance. As a result of the Tanner decision, many jurisdictions 

throughout Virginia have amended or are in the process of amending their noise ordinances to address the 

Supreme Court decision.  

The proposed revisions would: prohibit certain activities between 9:00 or 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., such as 

the use of loudspeakers, use of dog parks, and construction activities; exclude certain activities from the 

Ordinance such as operation of power lawn equipment during the day and certain events on school 

grounds; and when not specifically prohibited, would make activities or sources of sound subject to 

maximum decibel levels.  

At the public hearing, citizen comments were thought provoking on a number of topics including but not 

limited to: 

 Should amplified noise from summer swim meets be prohibited before 9:00 a.m. instead of 7:00 

a.m.?  Neighbors find the amplified sound intrusive.  Parents believe this is the only way to keep 

meets flowing and are concerned about young swimmers being out in the mid-day sun. 

 Should noise from parks and high schools be further restricted?  The current proposal is to permit 

activities without limitations between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, and until 

11:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday and the day before a holiday.  Noise would be restricted to 

specific decibel levels at all other times.  Loudspeakers would not be permitted before 9:00 a.m. on 

weekends and holidays, and when used, the cumulative noise cannot exceed 72 dBA.  Many 

residents who live near high schools have complained that schools blast loud music over their 

loudspeaker systems every day after school (not just during games, but during practices as well). 

Should there be a cumulative number of hours where loudspeakers and instruments are allowed? 

Should the proposed hours be further restricted?  Should loudspeaker use require a special permit? 

 Should there be a maximum decibel level for lawn equipment?  Currently, leaf blowers and mowers 

are exempt.  Golf courses would like to begin mowing at 5:00 a.m. 

 Should the maximum decibel level in residential districts be retained at 55 dBA or increased to 

60dBA?  We want to allow children to play in yards, and adults to entertain, but what should the 

limits be? 

 Should the decibel level of construction noise be further curbed from the allowable dBA of 90 

between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m.? 

 Should a higher dBA level of 65 in mixed use areas where there are residential and commercial uses 

be allowed, and allowed to continue for longer hours? 

 Should the county further consider octave bands of sound?  While they are difficult to measure, 

residents sometimes find sound at lower bands more intrusive.  

 Are the proposed hours for dog parks adequate protection for neighbors? The proposal allows use 

of dog parks Sunday through Thursday between dusk and 7:00 a.m. or on Fridays, Saturdays or the 

day before a federal holiday between dusk and 8:00 a.m. 

 Barking, howling, meowing, squawking or quacking animals would be prohibited between 10:00 

p.m. and 7:00 a.m. when it can be heard inside a home with its doors and windows closed, or if 

these sounds can be heard between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. for more than two minutes during a 

ten minute period.  Is that standard sufficiently rigorous or are they too restrictive? 

 

I would welcome your thoughts and feedback at Braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov  

mailto:Braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov


A Letter from Supervisor Cook: Fiscal Year 2016 School Budget Update

Dear Constituents, 

 

This was a difficult budget year.  I supported the final budget, which increased spending by only 2.61 

percent. The tax rate remained the same.  I was one of only two members of the Board who publicly 

advocated for more school spending this year to be paid for with other reductions, and I was disappointed 

that the Board majority did not add additional school funding to that proposed by the county executive.   

 

However, the fact is that FCPS is receiving a $2 billion transfer in the FY 2016 Budget.  The School Transfer 

amounts to almost 53 percent of our General Fund Budget.  The Board’s transfer is an increase of $66.7 

million, which is a 3.43 percent increase over FY 2015 and is almost two-thirds of all new revenue 

associated with increased property values. Due in large part to lobbying by the Board of Supervisors, our 

schools received an additional $9.9 million from the state.  These additional funds helped close the initial 

$14 million gap, bringing FCPS within $4.1 million of their total $2.6 billion Advertised Budget Proposal.  

This gap is just 0.16 percent less than the School Board’s proposed budget. 

Furthermore, under the Constitution of Virginia, the elected School Board maintains all responsibility when 

setting funding priorities for the schools.  This means that teacher pay is set by the School Board, not the 

Board of Supervisors. In years where there was greater funding, the School Board failed to give teacher pay 

top priority, leading to the deficit today.  Even in this year’s proposed school budget, the School Board 

proposes to spend much of their additional revenue on things other than teacher pay.  In fact, when it did 

close its remaining budget gap, the School Board took the entire reduction out of compensation. 

In order for Fairfax County to continue to be one of the best places in the country to live, it is very 

important that our public safety, human services, parks, and libraries also receive funding.  This year, these 

programs are receiving much less than what is being transferred to Fairfax County Public Schools.  The 

County’s Direct General Fund Budget is receiving $1.81 billion in funding.  While funding for FCPS is my 

highest priority, it is also important to recognize that other priorities must also be accounted for if Fairfax 

County is going to continue to be the great place that it is.  

We have budget challenges both in the schools and in the county budget.  The budget was difficult because 

of our troubled economy, and unfortunately, we will continue to be affected by federal cutbacks, 

sequestration, and a poor economy.  We will continue to work to find ways to close these gaps.  I am 

committed to ensuring that our schools succeed and will continue to work toward that goal.  

Thank you again for all who took the time to provide your feedback this budget season.  Your participation 

in the budget process was essential in helping me make my recommendations and decisions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

John C. Cook 

 

 

 



Temporary Change in Library Hours Starting in September

Pohick Library will be under renovation beginning in September.  The hours at Burke Centre and Kings 

Park libraries will be extended to serve additional customers.  The change in hours at these two locations 

will begin Sunday, September 13th. In addition to their regular hours, they will be open on Wednesday 

evenings, Thursday mornings, and Sundays from 1:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.  The staff from Pohick will be 

moved to the surrounding libraries to cover the additional hours.  Pohick should reopen in the winter of 

2017 and, at that time, Burke Centre and Kings Park will go back to their normal operating hours. 

 Supervisor Cook in the Community 

Little Run Citizens 

Association:  On May 1st, 

Supervisor Cook spoke to the 

members of the Little Run 

Citizens Association at their 

annual meeting which was 

held at Canterbury Woods 

Elementary School.  

North Springfield Little 

League:  On May 2nd, 

Supervisor Cook dropped by 

to see the baseball team that 

he is sponsoring, the 

Grasshoppers, which is part of 

the Annandale - North 

Springfield Little League. 

Duffy’s Day of Pampering:   

On May 2nd, Supervisor Cook 

stopped by Burke United 

Methodist Church for Duffy’s 

Day of Pampering. This 

program honors survivors of 

domestic and sexual violence 

with a luxurious day of 

pampering.  

50th Anniversary 

Celebration for Frost Middle 

School:  On May 2nd, 

Supervisor Cook presented 

Frost Middle School with a 

proclamation in honor of its 

50th Anniversary Celebration. 

Fairfax Federation of 

Citizens Association: 

On May 3rd, Supervisor 

Cook attended the 

annual Fairfax 

Federation of Citizens 

Association’s Citizen of 

the Year Ceremony 

which was held at the 

Crowne Plaza Tysons 

Corner. 

Groundbreaking for Olde 

Forge/Surrey Square 

Playground:  On May 4th, 

Supervisor Cook took part in 

an informal groundbreaking 

ceremony for the new 

playground in the Olde 

Forge/Surrey Square 

neighborhood.  

Pohick Creek Watershed 

Dam Rehabilitation 

Completion Celebration:  On 

May 4th, Supervisor Cook 

attended the Pohick Creek 

Watershed Dam 

Rehabilitation Completion 

Celebration at Royal Lake. The 

ceremony marked the 

culmination of a multi-year 

partnership to complete all 

required upgrades to the flood 

control structures in the 

23,000-acre Pohick Creek 

Watershed. 

Wakefield/NVCC Forum:  On 

May 4th, Supervisor Cook 

hosted the quarterly meeting 

of the Wakefield/NVCC Forum 

at the Sprague Center. These 

meetings give citizens an 

opportunity to learn what is 

going on around the 

Annandale Campus of NVCC 

and up and down Wakefield 

Chapel Road. 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

for the Residences at the 

Government Center:  On May 

5th, Supervisor Cook took part 

in a ribbon cutting ceremony 

for the new affordable 

Residences at the Government 

Center. 



Kings Park Civic Association 

Meeting:   On May 5th, 

Supervisor Cook spoke to the 

members of the Kings Park 

Civic Association at their 

annual meeting. 

Annual Legislative 

Reception:  On May 6th, 

Supervisor Cook attended the 

annual Legislative Reception 

hosted by the Northern 

Virginia Association of 

Realtors which was held at the 

NVAR Headquarters in 

Fairfax. 

University Forum:  On May 

6th, Supervisor Cook hosted 

the University/Community 

Forum which focuses on 

issues around George Mason 

University. 

Fairfax County Police 

Department Ceremony:  On 

May 7th, Supervisor Cook took 

part in a ceremony at the 

Massey Building Rose Garden 

which honored the fallen 

members of our Fairfax 

County Police Department.  

Kings Park “Pardon Our 

Dust” Meeting:  On May 7th, 

Supervisor Cook hosted a 

“Pardon our Dust” meeting to 

inform neighbors of the 

paving that was going on in 

Kings Park and Signal Hill. 

Northern Virginia 

Transportation 

Commission’s Transit & 

Regional & State Economy 

Forum:  On May 8th, 

Supervisor Cook took part in 

Northern Virginia 

Transportation 

Commission’s Forum on 

Transit and the 

Regional and State 

Economy which was 

held at SAIC 

Headquarters in 

McLean. 

Road to Independence 

Gala:  On May 8th, 

Supervisor Cook 

attended the Road to 

Independence Gala which is 

held each year by Northern 

Virginia Family Service. 

Fairfax County Science and 

Engineering Fair:  On May 

9th, Supervisor Cook gave 

remarks at the Fairfax County 

Science and Engineering Fair 

which was held at George 

Mason University. 

Ilda Pool Open House & 

Chili Cook-Off:  On May 9th, 

Supervisor Cook stopped by 

the Ilda Pool Open House and 

Chili Cook-off in Annandale. 

Great chili! 

Route 28 Groundbreaking 

Ceremony:   On May 11th, 

Supervisor Cook took part in a 

Groundbreaking Ceremony for 

the widening of Route 28 in 

Sterling.  

Lord & Lady Fairfax 

Reception:  On May 12th, 

Supervisor Cook attended a 

reception for the Lord and 

Lady Fairfax Honorees at the 

Government Center. 

Pathway Homes Benefit 

Breakfast:  On May 13th, 

Supervisor Cook attended a 

Benefit Breakfast hosted by 

Pathway Homes. Pathway 

Homes provides housing for 

individuals with mental illness 

and co-occurring disabilities. 

Youth for Tomorrow 26th 

Annual Burgundy & Gold 

Banquet:   On May 13th, 

Supervisor Cook attended the 

Youth for Tomorrow 26th 

Annual Burgundy & Gold 

Banquet at the Ritz Carlton in 

Tysons. 

Middleridge Civic 

Association:  On May 14th, 

Supervisor Coot spoke to 

members of the Middleridge 

Civic Association at their 

annual meeting which was 

held at Bonnie Brae 

Elementary School. 

VRE Dedication Ceremony: 

On May 16th, Supervisor Cook 

took part in a ceremony at the 

VRE station in Bristow where 

individual train cars were 

dedicated to prominent 



members of the VRE 

Operations Board including 

Chairman Sharon Bulova and 

former Supervisor Elaine 

McConnell. 

Neighborhood College: On 

May 19th, Supervisor Cook 

attended the final class of his 

most recent Neighborhood 

College and was delighted to 

hand each graduate a 

certificate. 

Woodhirst Homeowners 

Association:  On May 20th, 

Supervisor 

Cook spoke to 

members of the 

Woodhirst 

Homeowners 

Association at 

their annual 

meeting which 

was held in 

Braddock Hall. 

Lunch N’ Life:  

On May 21st, 

Supervisor Cook attended a 

Lunch N’ Life event sponsored 

by the Fairfax-Burke 

Shepherd’s Center. 

Burke Centre Memorial Day 

Ceremony:  On May 25th, 

Supervisor Cook was honored 

to attend and speak at the 

Burke Centre Memorial Day 

Ceremony which was held on 

the grounds of the Burke 

Centre Conservancy. 

50th Anniversary of Olde 

Forge/Surrey Square:  On 

May 30th, Supervisor Cook 

took part in a parade and 

celebration for the 50th 

Anniversary of Olde 

Forge/Surrey Square. 

Taste of Annandale – June 13

Save the date for the first-ever Taste of Annandale on June 13th from 10:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. The event 

will take place along Tom Davis Drive and will offer residents an opportunity to try food from a variety of 

local restaurants. It will also feature live multicultural entertainment as well as a Fun Run, a chili cook-off, 

and games and activities for kids.  Admission is free.  For more information please click here.   

Fairfax County Police Department Working Hard to Keep You Informed

Fairfax County Police Department is working hard to keep you informed! Be sure to check out the following 

platforms to stay informed on the latest news and updates. 

 For news and information updates check out the FCPD Daily News Blog: 

https://fcpdnews.wordpress.com 

 To find out what the police responded to in your area: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/policeevents 

 To learn about crime statistics in Fairfax County: 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/crime/statistics  

 To watch “On the Beat,” FCPD’s quarterly news program: 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/newsroom/onthebeat.htm 

 To find out why a police helicopter was flying above: 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/helicopter 

 To report crimes online: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/120413citizenreportingsystem.htm 

http://annandaleva.blogspot.com/p/taste-of-annandale_24.html
https://fcpdnews.wordpress.com/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/policeevents/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/crime/statistics
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/newsroom/onthebeat.htm
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/helicopter/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/reportcrime/


 You can also follow FCPD on Facebook (www.facebook.com/fairfaxcountypolice), Twitter 

(https://twitter.com/fairfaxpolice) and YouTube 

(https://www.youtube.com/user/fairfaxcountypolice) 

Land Use Update

Kings Park Giant to Reopen.  The newly 

renovated Giant Food store in Kings Park will 

reopen to the public on June 19th at 6:00 a.m.  The 

opening coincides with the final trail construction 

on Burke Lake Road and 

on Rolling Road and 

with completion of the 

final landscape plan.  

New furniture for the 

patio area was expected 

at the end of May.  A link 

to the amenities that 

will be available at the 

store can be found here.  

Mrs. Rati’s Family 

Home Day Care (SE 

2014-BR-039).  This 

project, to allow a 

Special Exception for 

home child care facility with a maximum of 12 

children and two full-time assistants and to 

permit an existing 5’ 9” fence to remain in place, 

was unanimously approved by the Planning 

Commission at its meeting on May 6th.  A public 

hearing before the Board of Supervisors was held 

on June 2, 2015 at 3:30 p.m. and it was passed 

unanimously.  

Chick-fil-A in Burke Centre (PCA 83-S-02902; 

PRC-C-546-03; DPA-C-546-24) Chick-fil-A, Inc. 

presented its revised plans to the Braddock 

District Land Use and Environment Committee on 

May 19th.  Questions focused on parking and 

traffic flow, pedestrian access, tree canopy and 

stormwater issues. Members were concerned 

that the two to three weekly tractor-trailer 

deliveries of food may block entrances or 

parking.  While deliveries are made early in the 

day, the site is not configured in a way that allows 

trucks to be completely out of the way. The 

building has been shifted from the eastern lot line 

to protect a ravine and preserve additional trees.  

This results in a larger incursion into the buffer 

between the property 

and Burke Centre 

Parkway and will 

result in the 

construction of a 

retaining wall. 

Stormwater is 

provided via catch 

basins and a detention 

system under the 

parking lot. There will 

be 26 dual stacking 

spaces for drive-thru 

ordering with an 

average delay to 

pickup of 60-70 

seconds. A new sidewalk will be constructed from 

Burke Centre Parkway and the entrance will line 

up with the existing entrance to Kohl’s. The 

dumpster will be shielded and will house both a 

grease trap and a separate drain into the 

stormwater detention system.  The Planning 

Commission hearing is scheduled for July 15th. 

 

U-Haul It. (RZ 2015-BR-001, and SE 2015-BR-

001). This Special Exception application 

proposes to adapt the interior of an existing 

vacant warehouse at 5271 and 5285 Port Royal 

Road in the Ravensworth Industrial area at a 

Floor Area Ratio of .90. In addition, the applicant 

seeks to rezone this property from I-4 to I-5 to 

allow a truck rental use.  The May 5 Staff Report 

recommends approval. On May 21st, the Planning 

Commission unanimously recommended that this 

application be approved by the Board of 

Supervisors.  A hearing before the Board of 

https://www.facebook.com/fairfaxcountypolice
https://mobile.twitter.com/fairfaxpolice
https://m.youtube.com/user/fairfaxcountypolice
http://giantfood.com/news-and-media/gl-article-05-22-15/
http://ldsnet.fairfaxcounty.gov/ldsnet/ldsdwf/4486439.PDF
http://ldsnet.fairfaxcounty.gov/ldsnet/ldsdwf/4486439.PDF


Supervisors is currently scheduled for June 23rd.  

To speak before the Board of Supervisors call 

703-324-3151 or register here.   

Sunrise Development Inc. (Silas Burke House) 

9617 Burke Lake Road (RZ-2014-SP-015 and 

SE-2014-SP-060). A Planning Commission Public 

hearing was held on May 13th on the proposal by 

Sunrise Development for a Rezoning and Special 

Exception application to construct an assisted 

living facility at this location, the site on which 

the Silas Burke home is located.  A decision was 

delayed until June 18th to allow concerns about 

use of the mansion and the historic post office to 

be delineated more clearly. 

Townes at Burke Lake Crossing.  Christopher 

Land has submitted an application to develop a 

1.88 acre tract of land on the east side of Burke 

Lake Road (9537 Burke Lake Road) 

approximately 600 feet north of Shiplett 

Boulevard.  The proposal is for 13 townhomes at 

a density of 6.9 homes per acre.  The proposed 

density for the project is 6.9 homes per acre with 

30 percent open space.  This project is in the 

Springfield Magisterial District. The staff 

coordinator for the project from the county’s 

department of planning and zoning is Nick 

Rogers.  To receive a copy of the initial submittal, 

email Braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov 

Ox Road Estates.  (5521 and 5525 Ox Road). 

County staff has advised Supervisor Cook that the 

subdivision plan for this project has now been 

approved. The applicant is now in bonding where 

deposits for certain portions of the project are 

put in escrow.  The developer has stated that he 

expects to begin clearing and grading the site in 

the next four to six weeks. 

Suoliang “Leon” Xie (SE-2015-BR-015).  The 

applicant has submitted a Special Exception 

Application to allow a congregate care facility to 

provide room and board for up to eight foreign 

students and one live-in support staff member in 

a residence at 4008 Taylor Drive, Fairfax off Little 

River Turnpike. Mr. Xie and his daughter also 

reside at this property which has six bedrooms 

and six baths plus live-in accommodations in a 

walk out basement.  Students reside at the home 

during the school year and attend private schools.  

The students are transported by van to and from 

school and also receive tutoring services from 

HomeITech, Inc., another company owned by Mr. 

Xie. A tentative Planning Commission Public 

Hearing date has been set for October 7th, 2015.

Construction on New Monopole in Burke Centre to Start in June

In 2010, T-Mobile secured public approvals to construct a 137 foot cell tower disguised as a monopine at 

the rear of Shurgard Storage located behind Kohl’s on Burke Centre Parkway.  T-Mobile ultimately decided 

not to construct the new pole but to concentrate its capital expenditures on building out its 4G network. 

Verizon Wireless purchased the site from T-Mobile to construct this pole, but subsequently discovered that 

its approved location was over an active sewer line.  The pole was ultimately moved 65 feet closer to Kohl’s.  

Verizon has now notified Supervisor Cook that all building permits have been secured and expects the pole 

to go under construction in June and be fully operational by the end of Summer 2015.  At this time, Verizon 

will be the only carrier on this pole. 

Fairfax Water Consolidates Water Rates for City Customers Ahead of Schedule

On May 21, 2015, Fairfax Water’s Board of Directors voted to equalize water rates for customers previously 

served by the City of Fairfax and City of Falls Church water systems with the rates of Fairfax Water legacy-

system customers.  Last January, Fairfax Water acquired the Cities’ systems with the promise to lower the 

rates to Fairfax Water legacy-system rates within two years for the City of Falls Church and three years for 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/bosclerk/speaker_bos.htm
mailto:Nicholas.Rogers@fairfaxcounty.gov
mailto:Nicholas.Rogers@fairfaxcounty.gov
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the City of Fairfax. Due to this vote, this is occurring six and eighteen months ahead of schedule 

respectively. 

 

Efforts over the last year-and-a-half to fully integrate these systems and capture efficiencies and economies 

of scale have been successful to the point that rate equalization was accelerated and former city customers 

will enjoy the lower water commodity rate beginning with meter readings taken on or after July 1st, 2015.  

After that date, all Fairfax Water customers will be on the same rate schedule (a commodity rate of 

$2.55/1,000 gallons). This results in 20 to 40 percent savings on the water portion of a quarterly bill for 

customers previously served by the Cities.  Supervisor Cook played an important role in securing the sale of 

Fairfax City Water to Fairfax Water, resulting in this significant savings for thousands of county residents 

formerly served by Fairfax City Water. 

Human Services Corner

The latest episode of Channel 16’s “Mature Living” focuses on two unfortunate issues that occur all too 

frequently to older adults: scams and financial exploitation by family members and other people of trust.   

 

Fairfax County Police Detective Ryan Young and Consumer Affairs Branch Chief Susan Jones discuss how 

crooks target Fairfax County older adults with phony home and yard work offers as well as with online and 

phone scams.  Jones advised that the easiest way to handle unsolicited phone calls is to hang up and not to 

share personal or financial information online because scammers will be watching.  As for door-to-door 

sales, Jones and Young agree that people should just not answer the door.  Jones advised that if people do 

decide to open the door that they should first ask to see a solicitation license. Every door-to-door solicitor 

must be licensed with the county.  “Solicitation” is the offering of goods and services for sale.  Jones further 

advised to always do research on the vendor before signing a contract.  Jones and Young noted that phone 

scammers prey on people by impersonating a person or organization the victim knows.  These phone 

scams are frequently circulating in the county: IRS calls about owing money; calls from grandkids because 

they are in a jam and need money; court calls about missing a court date. 

 

Also on this program, Adult Protective Services Supervisors Barry Barr and Teebe Negasi discuss the 

painful and often confusing issue of older adult exploitation by family members. Unfortunately, it is all too 

common and often the exploited adult is hesitant to complain because of the risk of severing family 

relationships.  Barr said family perpetrators take advantage of the person’s finances and resources without 

their knowledge such as unauthorized credit card use, adding their name to the older adult’s checking 

account, and even taking a second mortgage on the older adult’s property and then using the proceeds.  

 

Tune in to this program to learn more about both of these issues by clicking here or you can tune into 

Channel 16 on Sundays at 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., Mondays at 5:00 p.m., Wednesdays at noon, and 

Fridays at 9:00 p.m. 

Recovery Partnerships Conference – June 16

The Regional Community Support Center at the Northern Virginia Mental Health Institute (NVMHI) is 

hosting its seventh annual Recovery Partnerships Conference on June 16th. “Running Towards Wellness: 

System of Change” is a free, day-long event featuring keynote speaker Antonio Lambert, a Certified Peer 

Specialist and national speaker. The event will be held from 9:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. at the Fairfax County 

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/channel16/mature_living.htm


Government Center and includes a workshop on recovering from the trauma of violence. Advanced 

registration is required and lunch will be provided. Email Denise Washington for more information and to 

register, or call 703-208-6348. 

Exciting Courses in Fairfax this Summer at the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute

Do you have a passion for learning? If so, thirty-six stimulating, diverse, and exam-free daytime courses, 

special events, and social and cultural activities are in store for you this summer!  The classes run from June 

15th to July 24th in Fairfax and are held at George Mason University by the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 

(OLLI). OLLI courses are taught by Washington newsmakers, university professors, outside experts and 

OLLI members themselves.  The registration period for summer term classes began on May 18th.  For more 

information, call 703-503-3384, email olli.gmu.edu, or click here to visit the website. 

Community Events throughout June

Bingo Fundraiser, June 6: All ages are welcome 

at this bingo event from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. It will be 

held at the Parish Center Gym 

of St. Leo the Great Catholic 

Church (3700 Old Lee 

Highway, Fairfax, VA). The 

doors open at 12:30 p.m. All 

proceeds benefit the 

Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-

Burke. Tickets are $10.00 

each, which includes 2 Bingo 

Cards that can be played for 

the entire event, and complimentary beverages 

and snacks. Additional cards may be purchased 

on site ($1.00 per card per game). To purchase 

tickets, please call Lisa Carroll at 703-426-2824. 

Butterfly Container Garden Workshop, June 7: 

Stop by the Green Spring Gardens from 9:30 to 

11:00 a.m. to create a lovely butterfly container 

garden to attract and feed butterflies and other 

pollinators. Horticulturalist Judy Zatsick will 

introduce you to nectar and host plants that are 

essential to the butterfly life cycle and help you 

create a beautiful container garden. The cost is 

$35 per person plus a $25 supply fee.  Call 703-

642-5173.  

Family Fun: Worm Workshop, June 7: Explore 

the dark and wonderful world of worms in our 

indoor compost bin at Green Spring Gardens from 

1:00 to 2:00 p.m. Then learn how to build your 

own 10-gallon bin with newspaper bedding, food 

scraps, and wiggly worms that will recycle your 

garbage into rich compost. 

Enjoy a wormy snack too! The 

cost is $6 per person for the 

program or $15 for the 

program and worm kit to take 

home. For information, call 

703-642-5173.  

Canine Cruise, June 28: treat 

your canine companion to a 

special cruise from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. aboard Lake 

Accotink’s pooch-friendly tour boat. The fee is $6 

per person and there is no charge for dogs. Limit 

one dog per person. Humans must be age eight 

and up and accompanied by an adult if under 16. 

Register in advance at 703-569-0285.  

Braddock District Aging in Place: Independent 

Living Program, June 17: Aging in Place will be 

held from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. at Supervisor 

Cook’s office.   

Dine Out for People with Disabilities, June 25:  

From 6:00 p .m. until 9:00 p.m., enjoy great music 

and food at Clare & Don’s Beach Shack (130 N. 

Washington Street, Falls Church, VA 22046). Ten 

percent of the days dining will support The Arc of 

Northern Virginia.  This fundraiser will give you a 

chance to enjoy a great meal, meet staff members 

from The Arc, and support a great cause!

mailto:Denise.washington@dbhds.virginia.gov
mailto:http://olli.gmu.edu/
http://olli.gmu.edu/


 

Environmental Update

Help make a difference in our environment! Join volunteers throughout Fairfax County who 

monitor water quality in local streams. County and state officials will use the data you collect to assess 

the overall condition of our streams and help determine watershed management initiatives.  We train 

volunteers to assess ecological conditions in streams based on the presence and abundance of benthic 

macroinvertebrates (aquatic insects). Volunteers also learn how to take chemical measurements about 

nitrate/nitrite and turbidity. Training includes indoor and field workshops and mentoring by experienced 

monitors.  To learn more click here. 

Solving Drainage & Erosion Problems: A Guide for Homeowners

This guide for homeowners was created by the Northern Virginia Soil and Water Conservation District. It is 

intended for use by homeowners on small-scale home projects. Larger projects may require permits or 

hiring a contractor. If you have doubts about the scale of your project, please email Northern Virginia Soil 

and Water Conservation or call 703-324-1460  

1. Resource Protection Areas. For environmental and legal reasons, Chesapeake Bay Resource 

Protection Areas (RPAs) - wetlands, tidal coastline, floodplains, perennial streams, and their buffer 

zone - should not be altered without permission. Land disturbance is highly restricted in these 

areas.  Do you have an RPA on your land?  

2. Know Your Soil. Before starting work, know what type of soil you have and typical infiltration rate, 

erosion potential and depth to groundwater. Find your soil type.  

3. In a New Development under bond, the builder may be responsible for fixing drainage problems 

that arise as a result of inadequate grading.  

4. Miss Utility. Before you dig, remember to call Miss Utility to ensure there are no underground 

utility lines near your planned work area. Call 811 in Virginia or 1-800-552-7001.  

5. Work Together! Wet conditions or erosion problems often occur throughout a neighborhood. 

Coordinating with neighbors and addressing problems at the source can save everyone time and 

money. 

Learn more at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd/drainageproblem/ 

New Native Plant Initiatives

Several new initiatives have sprung up to promote the use of native plants: a northern Virginia native plant 

campaign, a new online version of a well-loved native plant guide, and a statewide campaign to plant more 

plants.  For more information click here! 

 

What is a native plant? Native species are those that occur in the region in which they evolved. Plants 

evolve over geologic time, adapting to the climate, soils, timing of rainfall, drought, frost and complex 

interactions with other species. In North America, plant species are generally described as native if they 

grew here before European settlement. (Definition courtesy of the Virginia Department of Conservation 

and Recreation.) Learn more about native plants here.   

https://volunteer.fairfaxcounty.gov/recruiter/index.php?recruiterID=1380&class=OppDetails&oppGuid=%7b9AA3F222-F754-4AF1-828E-BEC4D2FAF1AC%7d
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/contact/MailForm.aspx?agId=889
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/contact/MailForm.aspx?agId=889
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd/drainageproblem/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/nvswcd/newsletter/nativeplants.htm
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/natural_heritage/nativeplants.shtml


Welcome to our summer 2015 season! This series of free musical performances held throughout the summer presents a wide array of 

performances from classical to bluegrass and everything in between. The atmosphere is informal and you’re encouraged to bring a picnic dinner,  

blankets and lawn chairs and relax with friends and family to celebrate the end of the workweek. Volunteers are always welcome! For more information,  

please contact my office at 703-425-9300. I look forward to seeing you this summer.

 John C. Cook
 Braddock District Supervisor 

2015 SUMMER CONCERTS
Friday Evenings, 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. at Royal Lake, Lake Accotink Park 

Performances are FREE. Concerts are cancelled if it’s raining.
If there is a threat of bad weather, call 703.324.SHOW (7469) 

one hour prior to the start of the show for cancellation updates.
These parks are not lighted. For a safe exit after dark, please bring a flashlight.

Go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances for further information.

FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY PRESENTS

FREE

ROYAL LAKE PARK
5344 Gainsborough Drive, Fairfax  22032

Friday Evenings • 7:30-8:30 p.m.

LAKE ACCOTINK PARK
7500 Accotink Park Road, Springfield  22152

Friday Evenings • 7:30-8:30 p.m. 

Braddock Nights is made  possible through the efforts of the Fairfax County Park  
Foundation, Friends of Braddock Nights, and the generous support of

 JULY 10 City of Fairfax “Main Street Community  
   Band” (Concert Band)

  17 Kings Park Band (Big Band)

  24 The Reunion Music Society  
   Jazz Orchestra (Jazz)

  31 Andrew Acosta Band (Acoustic Roots)

 AUGUST 7 The New Columbia Swing  
   Orchestra (Swing)

  14 Chaise Lounge Band  
   (Jazz/Lounge/Swing)

  21 Swing Shift (Big Band/Swing)

  28 City of Fairfax Band “Alte Kameraden  
   German Band” (German)

 JULY 10 Billy Coulter  
   (Roots Rock/Pop)

  17 The Capital Focus Jazz    
   Band (Jazz)

  24 Memphis Gold (Blues)

  31 Chopteeth (Afrofunk)

 AUGUST 7 Big Joe Maher Band  
   (Swing Blues)

  14 Planet Full of Blues  
   (Electric Blues Rock)

  21 Lori Williams & Friends (Jazz)

  28 Rhodes Tavern  
   Troubadours (Roots)

p For accommodations, call Inclusion and ADA Support  
at 703-324-8563. TTY 703-803-3354

Lori WilliamsCity of Fairfax “Alte Kameraden German Band” Chaize Lounge Band Chopteeth

Support. The giving spirit of our loyal concert patrons has helped keep this concert 
series possible. To donate, visit The Fairfax County Park Foundation online or give 
by using the QR code image below.

Donate using  
the QR code.Donate online. http://bit.ly/concertdonation
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