
our parks, or become a stream monitor, a 
master gardener or a tree steward.  You will 
hear the latest information on recycling 
events and how to help Fairfax become a 
“trash free” community. You will receive 
information on steps to save water, energy 
and money at home.   Each seminar is 
designed to help participants take “small 
steps” that will improve the health of our 
watersheds.

However, the overarching goal of this 
Institute is to have participants take 
this information back into Braddock 
communities to help transform them into 
“Livable Neighborhoods.”  We are all aware 
of the pressures that urban development 
places on the environment.  By developing 
water-friendly lifestyle practices and making 
neighbors aware of those opportunities, it 
is possible to raise awareness and motivate 
others to do the same.  

Team members will be available to serve 
as coaches to help participants establish a 
neighborhood stewardship team. To sign 
up, or if you have questions or need more 
information, contact Rosemary Ryan at 
703-425-4048.

the BRADDOCK 
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Supervisor John C. Cook

COmmunity Engagement Rolls on with 
an Environmental Leadership Institute

As part of his continuing Community 
Engagement Initiative, Supervisor Cook 
invites interested current or future 
community leaders and volunteers to 
participate in a day of information and 
sharing on the environment designed 
to empower neighborhoods to improve 
appearance, interaction, openness and 
sustainability.  

On Saturday, May 7, experts in the fields 
of recycling and litter control, stormwater 
and erosion management, planting of 
native trees and shrubs, alternatives 
to conventional lawn care and home 
energy efficiency will present the most 
up-to-date information on these topics 
for participants to then share with their 
neighbors.  This series of seminars is a must 
for environmental chairs, church leaders, 
students and for those with a desire to help 
their community become a healthier place 
to live.  

At this Leadership Institute, you will hear 
how to “cut it high and let it lie” (lawns), 
how to “let it rot” (composting), how to 
reduce use of weed killers and fertilizers 
on your lawn, how to be a green gardener, 
how to wash your car with the least 
environmental impact, how to reduce toxic 
products in your household, and how to 
use a rain barrel or build a ‘rain garden.”  
You will learn how to undertake a yard 
makeover so that you reduce the amount of 
your property devoted to lawn, learn how 
to be an aqua cop, and learn to reduce the 
negative impacts of runoff on our streams. 
You will learn what trees thrive in our 
area and how/when to plant and water 
them.   You will get information on how 
to sign up to remove invasive species from 

•	 When:		May	7,	2011
•	 Where:	 	The	Oaks	Community	

Center,	 5708	 Oak	 Leather	
Drive,	Burke	Centre

•	 Time:	10	a.m.	 to	2	p.m.	 (lunch	
provided)

•	 How	to	Register:	call	703-425-
9300	 or	 email	 Braddock@
fairfaxcounty.gov,	registration	
is	limited	to	30

Attention 
Homeowner and 
Civic Associations:
 Please continue to let us know about 
your successful Community Engage-
ment efforts. Keep up the good work!
  Please call (703) 425-9300 or email 
Ann Sharp at ann.sharp@fairfaxcounty.
gov with your latest information.

Email Subscription to 
the Braddock 
Beacon
   If you would like the Braddock Beacon 
and the Cook Advisory electronically, 
instead of through mail, please contact 
us at braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov and 
write “Beacon Subscribe” in the subject 
line.

Braddock District 
Now on Facebook
   Be sure to to stay up to date on the 
Braddock District. See: http://www.
facebook.com/pages/Burke-VA/
Office-of-Braddock-Supervisor-John-C-
Cook/113003565389251?ref=sgm



PAGE 2 BRADDOCK BEACON

Important Community Events 
and updates In Braddock

Change	of	Location	for	Braddock	District	Council	
Legislative	Forum

The Robinson Secondary School Blue Cafeteria will be the location for 
the April meeting of the Braddock District Council. There you will have 
the opportunity to hear what your representatives to the General Assembly 
were able to accomplish during this year’s session and to ask those same 
officials questions about issues important to you. All delegates and senators 
who have constituents in the Braddock District have been invited, and at 
this time Senators Marsden and Petersen will be attending, as will Delegates 
Bulova and Watts. 
Mark	your	calendars	–	Wednesday	night,	April	13,	7:30	–	9:00	
PM	at	the	Robinson	Secondary	School	Blue	Cafeteria.		Supervisor 
Cook will be there, and we hope you will be, too.

Zion	Drive	Will	Close	this	Summer!
Fairfax County is planning to realign Zion Drive from Windsor Hills Drive 

to Grovewood Way this summer. The work will eliminate the dangerous 
curve in the road that has been the cause of many accidents, and also 
includes the installation of a dedicated pedestrian walkway, curb, gutter 
and storm drainage improvements.

To accelerate construction that would otherwise disrupt traffic for many 
months, the County plans to close Zion Drive on or about June 21, and 
reopen the road to thru traffic prior to the reopening of school. 

Complete closure of the road to traffic will occur between Jib Lane and 
Windsor Hills Drive. Access will be provided to residents on Zion Drive, 
the residential communities accessed by Zion Drive, the Greater Little 
Zion Baptist Church and the Pinn Community Center. More information 
will be available in the May-June timeframe.  

At this time, the proposed detour is as follows:  Westbound traffic from 
Guinea Road to Zion will be detoured to Roberts Road and eastbound 
traffic on Zion (i.e. coming from Ox Road) will be detoured to Roberts 
Road and Guinea Road. 

The	World	Famous	Best	of	Braddock	(BOB)	Awards	for	2011
Every year, the Braddock District Council recognizes people and 

organizations that are in some way outstanding, and nominations are now 
being accepted for this year’s famous Best of Braddock (BOB) Awards.  

Who do you know that makes the Braddock District a better place to live 
and work?  Think about the people that you know, or don’t know, and see 
if they might be recognized in one of the following categories: Braddock 
District Citizen of the Year, Braddock District Young Person of the Year, 
Neighborhood Enhancement or Beautification, Commercial Beautification 
or Improvement, Most “Can-Do” Public Employee, Outstanding Business 
Person, Club or Organization Making a Difference, and a special “Personal 
Achievement” category.

Nominations will be accepted until the end of May, so this gives you plenty 
of time to think about the person or group of people that you think should 
be recognized.  But don’t wait until the last minute – start sending in 
nominations now!  For more information call Ann Sharp at 703-425-9300.

During our meeting last week, the Board of Supervisors 
made the right decision when we opted not to purchase 
the Covanta incinerator, and instead agreed to a new long-
term lease.  

Some background: twenty years ago, under an agreement 
between the County and Covanta, County revenue bonds 
- backed by the anticipated revenue stream generated 
through tipping fees (the money trash companies pay to 
dump the trash) - were used to build the incinerator in 
Lorton that burns most of the trash produced in Fairfax 
County. The County did not use tax revenue to make those 
bond payments. State law provides the County with the 
authority to require all trash companies in the county to 
take their trash to the incinerator, thus “guaranteeing” a 
revenue flow to support the bonds. The energy produced 
by burning the trash is sold to Dominion and Covanta and 
the County split the profits. It’s been a mutually-beneficial 
relationship. 

The contract stipulated that at the end of twenty years 
- when the bonds were paid off (now) – ownership of 
the incinerator would pass to Covanta unless the County 
purchased the facility. The purchase price, $417 million, 
would be determined by a formula in the contract, so 
this spring, we were faced with the decision whether to 
purchase, or allow Covanta to receive ownership, with 
its operating agreement with the County set to expire in 
2016.  

Negotiations grew serious last year when the County 
indicated it may exercise its option to buy. Subsequently, 
Covanta offered the County a new contract under which 
the County would lease the facility from Covanta, and 
receive an extended operating agreement for Covanta. The 
new lease terms are more favorable to Covanta than the 
old lease, and this was the source of some Board members’ 
desire to purchase. 

However, even though the lease extension is less favorable 
to the County than the old lease, it still costs residents less 
money than buying the facility, at least for the next twenty 
years.  Had we purchased the facility, we would have made 
money after twenty years if the facility was profitable at 
that time. But, if things changed and it was not profitable, 
the County would have been stuck with the costs of owning 
a 50 year old incinerator. Not a good risk in my book. 

I argued in closed session in favor of the lease extension, 
and that position prevailed. Our partnership with Covanta 
will continue, and we did not take on a needless risk. It 
was a good day for the County.

Board Makes Right Decision 
on Covanta
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Supervisor Cook in the Community
On March 3rd, Supervisor Cook hosted a reception in Braddock Hall 
for the Braddock Appointees to Fairfax County Boards, Authorities 
and Commissions. We salute these fine citizens for stepping up to 
the plate and volunteering their time and expertise. Later that 
same day, Supervisor Cook met with students from Lake Braddock, 

Robinson and 
Woodson, who 
are part of the 
Fairfax Youth 
L e a d e r s h i p 
Program. They 
sat down with 
the Supervisor 
and posed some 
very insightful 
q u e s t i o n s 
and offered 
i n f o r m e d 
opinions. Our 
County is in good 

hands with young adults like these coming out of our public schools. 

On March 5th, Supervisor Cook stopped by Annandale High 
School for the Old Dominion District Boy Scout Merit Badge 
Jamboree. After sharing a little pizza with the Scouts, he spoke to 
and answered questions from 
them on his public service.
 
On March 9th, Supervisor 
Cook co-hosted, with the 
Braddock District Council,  his 
first Budget Town Hall during 
the BDC’s regular monthly 
meeting in the Kings Park 
Library.
 
On March 10th, Supervisor Cook and County staff participated in 
a lunchtime panel at the Juke Box Diner in Annandale sponsored 
by the Annandale Chamber of Commerce. The topic was “What 
Are Your Concerns About Annandale?”

On March 11th, Supervisor Cook attended a breakfast for the 
members of the Board of Supervisors that was hosted by Leadership 
Fairfax. Later that evening, Supervisor Cook attended the annual 
Light of Hope Volunteer Appreciation Evening at the Richard J. 
Ernst Cultural Center on the Annandale campus of NVCC. The 
event was hosted by the Court Appointed Special Advocates for 
Children (CASA).
 
On March 12th, Supervisor Cook was honored to be a guest at the 
Burke Volunteer Fire and Rescue Department’s 63rd Anniversary 

Banquet which was held at Fire Station #14.

On March 14th, Supervisor Cook held the second of his Budget 
Town Hall meetings, this time at Robinson Secondary School.
 
On March 15th, Supervisor Cook stopped by Immanuel 
Methodist Church in Annandale for the Oakwood Village 
Condominium Association meeting. After that he went up 
the road to Annandale High School where he participated 
in a discussion on the budget at their PTSA meeting. 

On March 16th, Supervisor Cook spoke to students in a Government 
class at Woodson High School. Later that evening he was a guest 
speaker at the George Mason Forest HOA annual meeting. 

On March 17th, Supervisor Cook attended the monthly luncheon, 
“Lunch N’ Life,” hosted by the Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-Burke. 
This time the lunch was held at Church of the Good Shepherd and 
the program included Joanna and Bruno Walker who shared stories 
of their trip to Nepal. Later that evening, he attended the Croftwood 
HOA meeting and answered questions from the members. 

On March 19th, Supervisor Cook was proud to take part in the 
50th Anniversary Celebration for Kings Park which occurred at 
Lake Braddock Secondary School. The celebration culminated 

with a potluck dinner, which is a 
tradition that Supervisor Cook started 
four years ago when he was the Kings 
Park Civic Association President. 

On March 22nd, Supervisor Cook 
Attended the Bonnie Brae HOA 
meeting which was held at Bonnie Brae 
Elementary School.
 
On March 23rd, Supervisor Cook was 

at West Springfield High School for his final Budget Town Hall, this 
one being a joint venture with Springfield District Supervisor Pat 
Herrity.
 
On March 24th, Supervisor Cook hosted a group of local Korean 
businessmen for a small summit on outreach into the Korean 
Community. Afterwards they all stepped to a local Korean 
restaurant for a little food and fellowship.
 
On March 28th, Supervisor Cook hosted a community meeting to 
discuss and to hear citizen concerns about the proposed “Western 
By-Pass” near George Mason University at the intersection of 
Braddock Road and 123. More about this can be found in the 
Beacon on page 4.
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Public Hearings on Revised Designs for 
Public Streets Upcoming
The Board of Supervisors has 

scheduled public hearings before 
the Planning Commission (May 5) 
and the Board (June 7) regarding 
proposed changes to the County’s 
Public Facilities Manual. These new 
rules for Secondary Street Acceptance 
Requirements (SSAR) would impact 
any project approved for construction 
on or after March 9, 2009.  

The first change increases the number 
of access points or “connectivity” that 
new subdivisions must have to adjacent 
properties, and requires that street 
layouts have sufficient connections 
in multiple directions to multiple 
properties.  The second change would 

modify the size of an asphalt trail that 
would be built in the VDOT right of 
way, in general, requiring that those 
pedestrian connections be ten feet wide 
for subdivisions where the average lot 
size is ½ acre or less.  A final area under 
discussion is a proposed minimum road 
width which will now be 36 feet curb 
to curb to accommodate a 20 foot 
“clear zone” for emergency vehicles 
coming into a community.  This rule 
would only apply to new subdivisions.  
Please review the staff report (http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/
publications/pfm/streets_sidewalks.
pdf) and be sure to make this office 
aware of your comments or concerns.

Over 50 residents who live in communities 
surrounding George Mason University attended 
a community information meeting hosted by 
Supervisor Cook to discuss future road construction 
plans on and adjacent to the Mason campus. 

Tom Calhoun, Vice President of Facilities for 
Mason, explained why the University was proposing 
what is being called a Western By-Pass through west 
campus, across 123 and onto the east, or main, 
campus. Technical information was provided by Hari 
Sripathi of VDOT, representatives from FCDOT 
and officials from George Mason University. The 
presentation also included a brief description 
of other planned long range transportation 
improvements and how they will reduce regional 
traffic congestion. Those assembled asked questions 
and shared their concerns.  

The design presented allows for a road to be built 
across from Prestwick Drive on Braddock Road, 
which would skirt the western edge of the campus, 
turn east and cross 123 north of Mason Pond 
Drive.  Residents of the Kelley Drive neighborhood 
expressed concerns about how close this would run 
to the back of their homes,  and asked what kind of 
buffer would be provided and how high the possible 
overpass would rise behind them.  

Another concern was whether a new traffic signal 
at Prestwick and Braddock would slow thru traffic 
and cause more tie-ups instead of facilitating a 
smoother flow. There were also questions about 
the cost, the funding, the environmental impact, 
traffic through neighborhoods and why so many 
small projects were being done instead of just going 
ahead with the future grade separated interchange 
at Braddock Road and 123 which is expected to 
cost $84 million. The overarching concern of the 
community was that there was that there be active 
community participation  in the process. 

In his closing remarks, Supervisor Cook said 
that he had had success working with community 
representatives and transportation officials when 
coming up with a plan for how to address traffic 
problems at Danbury Forest Drive and Braddock 
Road. He felt that this is a situation that could 
benefit from a similar approach and would have his 
staff work towards gathering together a small group 
to work on addressing the concerns this project will 
inevitably bring forward.

Recap of George Mason 
University community 
Information Meeting

On January 19, 2011, after the public 
hearing before the Fairfax County 
Planning Commission, Commissioner 
Suzanne Harsel delayed a decision 
on the proposed rezoning of the 
University Mall. 

Since that time, staff and the developer 
have been working to respond to 
community concerns. Additional 
meetings were held with both the 
covenant holders and the larger 
community to allow opportunity for 
more questions and comments. On 
March 23, staff from the Department 
of Planning and Zoning issued a Staff 
Addendum which contains the latest 
proffers - dated March 18, 2011. 
That report can be found at: http://
ldsnet.fairfaxcounty.gov/ldsnet/
ldsdwf/4345402.PDF   

Staff is recommending approval 
of this application. Page five of 
aforementioned  document contains 
staff’s analysis of the changes made 
since the original Staff Report.

The new/amended proffers address 
issues such as architecture, lighting, the 
height of several accent towers, green 
building practices, pedestrian elements 
and bike racks, the placement and 

screening of dumpsters, security and a 
future traffic signal on Ox Road.  

The Planning Commission will vote 
on the application during their meeting 
on April 6. Should it be approved, 
the application will be scheduled for 
a Public Hearing before the Board 
of Supervisors on April 26, 2011.  
To speak at the Public Hearing, call 
703-324-3151 or register on-line 
at https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
bosclerk/speaker_bos.htm 

If issues exsist that you believe have 
not yet been adequately addressed, 
please call or email the office. Limited 
hard copies of the Staff Addendum are 
available in the Braddock Supervisor’s 
office and the plans themselves can 
be reviewed during normal business 
hours.  

One final piece of news - at the 
community information meeting of 
February 23, Rick Wolff, President of 
Rucker Realty, announced that Giant 
Food had expressed its intention to 
fully renovate the store contained 
within Mall. This is wonderful news for 
those who live near the Mall and use 
this store to shop.

After REcent Community Meeting, 
University Mall Ready for Planning 
Commission and Board Decision
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Earlier this year, 21 Fairfax 
County residents representing 
each supervisor district, the 
Democratic and Republican 
parties, the Fairfax County 
Chamber of Commerce, 
the Federation of Citizens 
Associations, the League of 
Women Voters, the African-
American community, the 
Hispanic Community and the 
Asian/Pacific Islander community 
came together to form the 
Fairfax 2011 Advisory Citizen 
Reapportionment Committee. 
The Committee met several 
times a week to complete its 
work quickly so that the Board 
of Supervisors could consider 
its recommendation as soon as 
possible after the underlying 
population data was received 
from the Federal Government.

The Committee first met with Supervisor 
Jeff McKay, Chairman of the Board 
Legislative Committee, and was briefed 
on the history of redistricting, legal issues 
and an overview of the data the Committee 
would use to prepare draft redistricting 
plans. The Committee was trained to use 
cutting-edge mapping software and, on 
February 15, received the data necessary 
to create new redistricting plans that would 
achieve proportional representation among 
the magisterial districts, protect minority 
populations and comply with applicable 
federal and state law.  All but four of the 
nine County Magisterial Districts were less 
than five percent larger or smaller than the 
average District, which eased (somewhat) 
the Committee’s work.  Braddock 
District was over five percent too small, 
and therefore needed to ‘pick up’ some 
population.

Along the way, the Committee adopted 
several benchmark guidelines, beyond 
the legal requirements. For example, the 
Committee agreed that it was preferable 
to cause minimum disruption to the 
existing district patterns, and to preserve 

neighborhoods and communities of interest 
that have built relationships with each 
other, their Supervisors and those who 
represent their districts on County Boards 
and Commissions. The Committee also 
agreed that none of the plans forwarded 
to the Board should move a Supervisor or 
School Board member out of his or her 
district, nor should any of the plans put two 
Supervisors in the same district. Finally, 
due to the disruption and cost related to 
moving district government centers, the 
Committee agreed that none of the plans 
should place district offices outside its 
district.

Over 20 plans were developed by the 
Committee and presented in their Report, 
including two ten-district plans, and one 
eleven-district plan. While the Committee 
agreed that keeping nine districts is 
preferable it also felt it was worthwhile to 
present the ten and eleven-district plans to 
prompt further - and future - discussion 
about Fairfax County’s growth and 
representation.

The public was also invited to prepare 
and submit plans through a County website 

With REdistricting Process COming to an End, Braddock 
District Representative to Committee Describes Process

that contained all necessary redistricting, 
mapping and precinct and district census 
data.  Several plans were submitted for 
Board consideration at its April 12, 2011 
reapportionment hearing. The Board will 
vote on the adopting of a final redistricting 
plan on April 26, 2011.

Based upon the plans submitted, legal 
requirements and agreed-upon guidelines, 
Braddock will likely pick up two precincts 
to the northwest of its current border (from 
Springfield), and may lose Bristow precinct 
to Mason District just inside the beltway 
in the eastern part of the District.   These 
changes would provide both Braddock 
and Mason Districts with sufficient 
population, as both required increases. 
However, as mentioned the final adopted 
reapportionment plan is still several weeks 
away and the public is invited to provide the 
Board with its input at the April 12, 2011 
public meeting.

This article was provided to the Beacon by 
Chris Craig, the Braddock District Representative  
to the Fairfax 20111 Advisory Citizen 
Reapportionment Committee.

Braddock District as currently drawn. As the article indicates, however, the district will grow slightly.
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In 2008, T-Mobile Northeast filed a 
2232 application to place a 150 foot 
telecommunications tower at the 
Commonwealth Swim Club, 9800 
Commonwealth Blvd.  After meeting 
with the community, T-Mobile amended 
its application, which requires a Special 
Exception and a Special Permit Amendment 
(SE-2009-BR-020 and SPA 79-075-03). This 
application had been deferred since 2009 to 
allow the Swim Club to resolve a number of 
issues associated with its ownership of the 
property, but has now been revived, and is 
again undergoing staff analysis.

The current proposal is to construct a 
120 foot tower disguised as a pine tree. 
At this height, the pole is not visible from 
most streets in the community. To address 
concerns about the Resource Protection 
Area which extends into the existing parking 
lot, staff has requested that the pole and the 
base unit be moved approximately 15 feet.  
Supervisor	 Cook	 will	 host	 a	
Community	 Information	Meeting	 on	
Monday,	 April	 11,	 2011	 in	 Braddock	
Hall,	 9002	 Burke	 Lake	 Road,	 at	 7:00	
p.m. T-Mobile has agreed to provide a status 
update on this proposal and offer time for 
the community to ask questions and raise any 
issues that may remain unresolved. T-Mobile 
will bring new maps showing the revised 
location and will bring the earlier photos 
which show the pole from various streets in 
the community. 

While public hearings have not yet been 
scheduled before either the Planning 
Commission or the Board of Supervisors, the 
approval process requires that this application 
undergo hearings before both boards, as 
well as the Board of Zoning Appeals. If you 
cannot attend the meeting, please feel free to 
send an e-mail to Braddock@fairfaxcounty.
gov. You can also send an e-mail directly to 
the Planning Commission at PlanCom@
fairfaxcounty.gov and your concerns will be 
made a part of the permanent record.

Community Meeting 
on Commonwealth 
Swim Club Scheduled

Knollwood community church set to grow 
nursery school and sanctuary
In July, 2006, the Board of Zoning 

Appeals approved a special permit request 
(SPA 82-S-028-05) from the Knollwood 
Community Church, 10000 Coffer Woods 
Road in Burke, to expand the sanctuary on 
its five acre site from 9,127 square feet to 
42,000 square feet in several phases.  

However, the site plan for phases 1 and 
2A for this project (006791-SP-001-3) was 
only approved in December, 2010.  

This construction will increase the 
number of seats in the sanctuary from 
its current 168 to 300, add 75 parking 

spaces and increase the size of the nursery 
school enrollment from 80 to 99 students 
with, 50 children present at any one time.  
Ultimately, the egress from the church 
will be shifted from Coffer Woods Road 
to Burke Centre Parkway using a ‘right-in-
right’ out turn movement.  

These changes have caused significant tree 
loss on the site, though the county’s urban 
forester is working closely with a Certified 
Arborist hired by the church to assure that 
tree protection fencing and preservation 
areas are clearly delineated.

Volunteers needed: FAIRFAX GEESE MANAGEMENT 
Do you have nesting geese on your private 

or public property?  Would you like to 
manage these geese due to public safety, 
human health, or environmental impact 
concerns? Volunteers are needed for the 
Geese Management Program in April and 
May. 

Come join the Fairfax County Wildlife 
Biologist and participating stakeholders. 
Volunteers will learn to use a safe and 
humane technique (addling) to manage 
resident geese populations. Addling is the 
simple process of applying corn oil on eggs 
to prevent embryo development. 

A public Geese Management training 
session is scheduled at the Fairfax County 
Government Center (12000 Government 
Center Pkwy., Fairfax VA 22035) on 
Wednesday, April 6, 2011 (4pm - 5pm) in 
Executive Conference Room 232. 

Volunteers will learn general geese ecology 
and behavior; how to locate and identify 
nests, and how to addle eggs. If you are 
interested in becoming a volunteer, contact 
the Fairfax County Wildlife Biologist by 
email victoria.monroe@fairfaxcounty.gov 
or office phone: 703-246-6868.

Volunteer with the  Medical Reserve Corps
The Fairfax Medical Reserve Corps (MRC) 

is a volunteer organization sponsored by 
the Fairfax County Health Department that 
trains medical and non-medical volunteers 
to respond to public health emergencies. 
Currently, they are recruiting volunteers 
who must:

•Be at least 18 years of age. 
•Be fluent in English,
•Be able to work a 12-hour shift.
•Not already be committed to another 

emergency response organization.

It take only ten hours of training to make 
a difference. Upcoming orientations for 
new volunteers will be held on April 20th 
and May 5th. The orientation classes will 
be held in the Rowland Conference Center 
at Kelly Square (10777 Main St, Fairfax, 
VA 22030).  To join the MRC, go to www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/mrc and click on the 
Volunteer Now link. Please contact the 
MRC Program Office at 703-246-8641 if 
you have any questions. 

Town	Hall	on	Sports	Concussions	with	Fairfax	Athletic	Council
Concussion awareness and management is a major focus of the Fairfax County Athletic 

Council.  All are invited to attend the Town Hall Meeting on Concussions in Sports, to 
be held at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, April 6, in the Cafeteria at White Oaks Elementary 
School.  Jon Almquist, Administrator for Fairfax County Public Schools’ Athletic 
Training Program and a noted expert on the topic, will be presenting information about 
concussion symptoms, diagnosis, treatment, research and related developments.
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Grand Opening of Olley Glen Senior Residences
On Saturday, April 2 at 11 a.m., 

Supervisor Cook and Chairman Sharon 
Bulova, in partnership with the Fairfax 
County Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority (FCRHA), celebrated the grand 
opening of Olley Glen, the eighth affordable 
senior living community developed by the 
FCRHA. Tours of the property followed the 
ceremony.

Olley Glen is a 90-unit property located 
on the Glens of Little River campus in the 
Braddock District.  Olley Glen provides 
seniors of low and moderate income an 
affordable place to call home, and includes 
amenities such as a beautifully landscaped 
courtyard, washer and dryer in each unit, 
and universal design features throughout 

the property to enable aging in place.  
Recreation options at Olley Glen include 
gardening, a horseshoe pit and shuffleboard. 
Residents also enjoy access to the county 
senior center located on-site at nearby 
Little River Glen.

Total project cost was approximately 
$20.4 million and funding was provided 
by a variety of funding sources including 
Low Income Housing Tax Credits, Fairfax 
County’s Housing Trust Fund and Penny 
for Affordable Housing Fund, and federal 
HOME and Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funding. 

Olley Glen is the third phase of 
development on the Glens at Little River 
campus.  Phase one included 120-units 

of active senior living and a county senior 
center operated by the county’s Department 
of Neighborhood and Community Services 
at Little River Glen.  Braddock Glen 
Assisted Living was phase two of the overall 
vision for the campus and included 60 beds 
of affordable, assisted living and an Adult 
Day Health Care facility operated by the 
county’s Health Department.

To reach the marketing office at Olley 
Glen, please call 703-503-8717; TTY: 703-
385-3578; visit the marketing office at 
4023 Olley Lane, Fairfax, VA 22032-1300; 
or e-mail: olleyglen@fairfaxcounty.gov.  
Marketing office hours are Monday-Friday, 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Before you dig, Things to know
It is almost the start of the spring 

construction season and you may have a 
long awaited project in mind. However, 
before you dig-up or dump dirt in 
your yard, there are some 
important facts that you 
should know. Fairfax County 
may require you to get 
permits to clear land, dig-up 
dirt or dump fill dirt. 

This is because these land 
disturbance actions can 
cause soil erosion that can 
harm your home, your 
neighborhood and our 
environment. To disturb the land means to 
cut down trees or shrubs, excavate, grade, 
or add fill dirt. You need a site permit and 
grading plan anytime you will disturb 
2,500 square feet or more of land. You 
also will need to put down a conservation 
deposit. Projects that may disturb 2,500 
square feet of land include:

•Building an addition to your home.
•Building a large garage or carport.
•Installing a paved driveway or in-ground 

swimming pool.              
Many projects do not need permits and 

plans, including:
•Gardening or landscaping at home.
•Installing a fence, post or sign (a building 

permit may be required).

•Digging for individual sewer or water 
connections.

If you think you may disturb 2,500 
square feet of land or more, follow these 

simple steps:
•Check whether 

you need a site 
permit and 
grading plan.

•Check whether 
your property 
is located in 
a Chesapeake 
Bay Resource 
Protection Area; 

development is limited in these areas.
Contact Fairfax County’s Site Permits 

Branch at 703-324-1510, to find out if 
you need a permit and grading plan or if 
your property is in a protection area. Also 
call Miss Utility at 811, TTY 711, before 
you start digging, so you know where 
utility lines are buried in your property.

If you see potentially illegal digging, 
filling or clearing, call the county’s 24-
hour environmental hotline at 703-324-
1937. The best time to call is when you 
first see signs of any suspicious activity. 
Be sure to provide a street address, so 
inspectors know which property to 
investigate.

BNN: Improving Our 
Environment

On this month’s edition of BNN, Supervisor 
Cook invited Danielle Wynne from the Fairfax 
County Stormwater Planning Division and 
Daniel Shultz from the Northern Virginia 
Soil and Water Conservation District to speak 
about improving our local environment and the 
upcoming Environmental Leadership Institute.

Our impact on our local environment, 
especially our local watersheds, has become 
increasingly apparent in recent years.  
Thankfully, we have also become more aware 
of our ability to reduce that impact and 
committed as a community to improving the 
health of our local environment.

On this month’s program, viewers can learn 
about how each of us can help make our own 
neighborhood a place where trees thrive, and 
litter, fertilizer and excessive water runoff do 
not threaten the health of our local streams.

Both Dan and Danielle will also be part of the 
Environmental Leadership Institute on May 
7th, outlined on the front page of this Beacon.

To learn more about helping to improve our 
local environment, you can tune in to BNN at 
5 p.m. on Fridays and Sundays or 7 p.m. on 
Wednesdays this month on Channel 16.  You 
can also watch this month’s edition online 
at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/cable/
channel16/asx/supervisor_cook.asx.
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Remove	Invasive	Plants	from	
Fairfax	County	Parks;	Participate	in	

Habitat	Restoration
Invasive plants such as English ivy, Japanese 

stilt grass and mile-a-minute overgrow 
natural areas, kill off native vegetation and 
deprive wildlife of food and habitat.  Fight 
back against these invaders by teaming with 
Fairfax County’s Invasive Management Area 
(IMA) program. IMA volunteers work with 
trained site leaders to identify and pull 
out harmful invasive plants. The complete 
IMA workday calendar can be found here: 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
resOURces/ima/ima-calendar.htm

23rd	Potomac	Watershed	Cleanup:	
Main	Day	Saturday,	April	9,	2011

Join thousands of volunteers and help 
remove trash from our local streams, 
parks and rivers at the Alice Ferguson 
Foundation’s 23rd Annual Potomac River 
Watershed Cleanup. There will be over 60 
cleanup sites throughout Fairfax County 
including multiple cleanup locations along 
Accotink Creek and cleanup of Woodglen 
Lake.  For a list of sites in Fairfax and other 
localities, please check out the cleanup’s 
website: http://www.potomaccleanup.
org/trash_initiative/rc_sites.shtml

Annandale	Community	Business	
Center	Cleanup	Slated	for	April	30
Residents and business leaders will 

partner to conduct a major cleanup of 
multiple locations in Annandale beginning 
at 9 a.m. on April 30.  Volunteers will meet 
at the George Mason Regional Library. For 
more information contact Helen Winter 
with the Annandale Chamber of Commerce 
at helenpwinter@yahoo.com 

Earth	Day/Arbor	Day	2011	at	the	
Government	Center	-	April	16

Normally held each year at Northern 
Virginia Community College, this year’s 
Earth Day/Arbor Day celebrations will 
be held at the Government Center.  The 
event will include a cleanup from 9 to11 
a.m. and be followed by a full schedule of 

April Environmental Calendar: Cleanup Opportunities, 
COmposting Workshops, Plant Sales and More

events from 11 to 2 p.m. including a nature 
walk, document shredding, a rainforest and 
reptile show for the kids, tree planting, and 
forestry workshops to name just a few.  

For more information or to volunteer, 
contact the Clean Fairfax Council at 703-
324-5471 (Jennifer Cole) or email: cfc@
cleanfairfax.org 

Two	Composting	Workshops	
Wednesday, April 27 & Saturday, April 

30, 2011; 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.; Green 
Acres Center, 4401 Sideburn Rd, Fairfax, 
VA. Untangle the mysteries of composting 
at this informative workshop sponsored 
by George Mason University’s Office 
of Sustainability.  See demonstrations of 
traditional composting methods as well 
as worm-powered vermicomposting.  To 
RSVP, please contact Michelle Waterman at 
mwaterma@gmu.edu.

Youth	Conservation	Camp	2011
Apply	Now!

The Virginia Association of Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts is pleased 
to be putting on the 35th annual Youth 
Conservation Camp at Virginia Tech. This 
year’s camp will run from July 10th to the 
16th. Interested high school students will 
learn about fisheries, geology, agriculture, 
forestry, streams and more from resource 
professionals and college faculty.  Students 
from Fairfax County must submit an 
application to the Northern Virginia Soil 
and Water Conservation District by mid-
April.  The District will then select the top 
two applicants to be forwarded on to the 
State Association. Final notification from 
the state will be delivered in late May.  
Please go to the Conservation District’s 
website to download the application.

Lake	Braddock	Crew	Plant	Sale
The Lake Braddock Crew Team is holding 

its annual plant sale on Friday, April 22, 
2011 from 12 to 6 p.m., rain or shine.  
The sale will take place at Burke Nursery 
(9401 Burke Road, Burke, VA). With a wide 
selection and great opportunity to provide 

all gardening needs, the team is excited to 
offer the finest in annuals, perennials, potted 
plants, herbs, shrubs, trees--everything 
within the nursery is available for purchase!  
The team is also offering FREE DELIVERY 
on mulch orders of 25+ bags!  

As a non-funded sport in Fairfax County, 
Bruin Crew has enjoyed tremendous 
support from the community for many 
years. Customers may purchase a pre-sale 
certificate from any LB rower, or visit:  
www.BruinCrew.com to download a flyer.  
So that your purchase benefits the team, 
all customers must please bring either 
your pre-sale certificate or flyer to the 
sale.  Questions?  Contact Margi Flynn at 
my4flynns@verizon.net

Build	Your	Own	Rain	Barrel	
Workshops

Thursday, April 14, 2011; 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.; 
Green Acres Center, 4401 Sideburn Rd, 
Fairfax, VA 22030

Messiah United Methodist Church, 6215 
Rolling Road, Springfield on Saturday May 
21st, 10 a.m. – Noon. At these workshops, 
you will learn how to build, install and 
maintain a rain barrel, and you will get to 
take one home! Registration is required 
for both events, and these workshops fill 
up fast, so sign up here: http://www.
arlingtonenvironment.org/barrel.php
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Dear Friend of Braddock Nights:
Please complete the following membership form and return it with your donation to the address mentioned below. On behalf of the 
Braddock Nights, I thank you for your kind donation. As a token of our appreciation, we mail a specially designed Braddock Nights’ 
Friends t-shirt to those contributing $50 or more.
 
Membership Donation:
___  Friend of Braddock District Nights - $50, Members will receive a Braddock Nights Friends t-shirt and the program at the 
beginning of the season.
 
Name:     _________________________________       Address:  _________________________________      
Telephone: ________________________________      Email: ___________________________________
Here is my check for: $ __________ (make your check payable to: Fairfax County Park Foundation)
T-shirt size: ___________________
 
If you wish us to contact your corporation to seek their support, please provide the following:

Company’s Name: ___________________________       Contact Name: ______________________________
Title:  ____________________________________      Phone: ____________________                     

Mail to:
Office of Braddock District Supervisor John C. Cook

Braddock District Government Center
9002 Burke Lake Road, Burke, VA   22015

(703)425-9300

It’s not too late to become a Friend of Braddock Nights 
Braddock Nights brings free concerts to our community all summer long through a partnership between the Braddock office and the 

Fairfax County Park Authority. The program receives no funding support from Fairfax County. In the past, performances had been funded 
primarily through corporate grants, however a decrease in sponsorships prompts an appeal for general support.  

This year’s program of free performances continues its great tradition of family-oriented, quality entertainment. So join Supervisor Cook 
and become a Friend of Braddock Nights by filling out the membership form you see below and mailing it to the Braddock Office at 9002 
Burke Lake Road, Burke, VA   22015. All donations, payable to the Fairfax County Park Foundation, are tax deductible and are dedicated 
to underwriting the cost of performer fees and support services.

 Supervisor Cook thanks you in advance, and hopes to see you this summer during our Braddock Nights Concert Season at any one of our 
three nationally recognized gold-medal award winning parks. 

Office of Emergency Management asks your participation in a 
Public Survey to help develop the Pre-Disaster Recovery Plan  
Fairfax County is susceptible to both 

natural (floods, hurricanes and tornadoes) 
and man-made hazards (terrorist acts and 
accidental releases of hazardous materials).  
Some of these events have the capacity for 
catastrophic local and regional impacts.  

Following a major human-caused or natural 
disaster, complex issues, with impacts 
far beyond what county government can 
single-handedly resolve, will arise. The local 
economy may falter due to supply-chain 
disruptions, infrastructure failures, business 
closures and/or inaccessible work-places. 
While the effects of disasters are wide 

ranging and cannot be predicted, planning 
before a disaster occurs can prepare our 
community to more ably recover from a 
major incident.  Planning ahead will allow 
us to build community partnerships in 
order to identify gaps, break down barriers 
and establish decision-making structures 
and procedures. These can focus and 
accelerate the recovery process during the 
stressful and often over-burdened post-
disaster period.  

Fairfax County is committed to ensuring 
not only that stakeholder interests are 
considered throughout the Pre-Disaster 

Recovery Planning process, but that our 
nonprofit and private sector partners 
help drive and define the outcomes.  The 
Fairfax County Office of Emergency 
Management invites you to participate in a 
Public Survey to support the development 
of the Pre-Disaster Recovery Plan.   
http://www.sur veymonkey.com/s/
stakeholderPDRPsurvey. 

For more information about the Pre-
Disaster Recovery Planning initiative and 
to sign up for automatic project updates, 
please visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/oem/
pdrp.


