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County Executive’s Proposal Begins The
Fiscal year 2012 Budget Deliberations

Last week, County Executive Anthony 
Griffin released his proposed County 
Budget for FY 2012, which begins July 1, 
2011. Because residential property values 
increased 2.34 percent over FY11, the 
average homeowner would pay an additional 
$110 under the County Executive’s budget. 
Commercial property values also increased 
- 3.73 percent over FY11 - indicating that 
perhaps real estate values in the County 
are stabilizing. While current projections 
anticipate modest revenue growth for the 
County, short-term upticks could easily be 
followed by short-term declines.  

The County Executive’s proposal increases 
spending by $68 million or 2.06 percent 
over the FY11 Adopted Budget. It also 
leaves an available balance of $30 million. 
Mr. Griffin’s proposal includes:

•The property tax rate remains at $1.09. 
The average household would see a tax 
increase of $110. Braddock saw the highest 
assessment increase in the County, so tax 
payments would increase even more for 
Braddock Residents. Supervisor Cook 
proposed setting the advertised tax rate at 
$1.065, which would have kept property 
tax payments even, but that proposal was 
defeated.  

•Though no increase in employee 

compensation is considered, $34.2 million 
is spent to address rising employee benefit 
costs, including $15.4 million for extra 
retirement funding and $8.7 million for 
health insurance.

•No major cuts as in past years, but $9.8 
million is saved through agency reductions 
and reorganizations.

•The transfer to the Fairfax County School 
System is held equal to the FY11 level of  
$1.6 billion. This does not include the 
$58.9 million in support from the County 
for programs such as Head Start, School 
Health and School Resources Officers.

The County Executive’s proposed budget 
is just that – a proposal. The Board of 
Supervisors will vote on the actual budget 
in April. Between now and then, Supervisor 
Cook is interested in hearing your views. 
You may send an email to braddock@
fairfaxcounty.gov or write the office. He 
will also participate in three Budget Town 
Halls, and like last year, we have a budget 
survey on page four of this newsletter.

For more information on the FY2012 
budget go to: http://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/dmb/  and to sign-up to speak at 
the Board’s Public Hearings on the 
Budget visit: https://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/bosclerk/speaker_bos.htm 

Budget Town Halls and Public Hearings
• Braddock District Council: Meeting on the Budget, March 9, Kings Park Library. 7:30 p.m.
• Budget Town Hall: March 14, Robinson SS Recital Hall, 7:30 p.m. with School Board 

Member Tessie Wilson
• Joint Budget Town Hall with Springfield Supervisor’s Office: West Springfield HS Cafeteria, 

March 23, 7:30 p.m.
• Public Hearings held in the Board Room of the Fairfax County Government Center on the 

following dates and times: March 29, 2011 6:00 p.m. - March 30, 2011 3:00 p.m. - March 
31, 2011 3:00 p.m.

Attention 
Homeowner and 
Civic Associations:
 Please continue to let us know about 
your successful Community Engage-
ment efforts. Keep up the good work!
  Please call (703) 425-9300 or email 
Ann Sharp at ann.sharp@fairfaxcounty.
gov with your latest information.

Email Subscription to 
the Braddock 
Beacon
   If you would like the Braddock Beacon 
and the Cook Advisory electronically, 
instead of through mail, please contact 
us at braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov and 
write “Beacon Subscribe” in the subject 
line.

Braddock District 
Now on Facebook
   Be sure to to stay up to date on the 
Braddock District. See: http://www.
facebook.com/pages/Burke-VA/
Office-of-Braddock-Supervisor-John-C-
Cook/113003565389251?ref=sgm
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Dear Friend of Braddock Nights:
Please complete the following membership form and return it with your donation to the address mentioned below. On behalf of the 
Braddock Nights, I thank you for your kind donation. As a token of our appreciation, we mail a specially designed Braddock Nights’ 
Friends t-shirt to those contributing $50 or more.
 
Membership Donation:
___  Friend of Braddock District Nights - $50, Members will receive a Braddock Nights Friends t-shirt and the program at the 
beginning of the season.
 
Name:     _________________________________       Address:  _________________________________      
Telephone: ________________________________      Email: ___________________________________
Here is my check for: $ __________ (make your check payable to: Fairfax County Park Foundation)
T-shirt size: ___________________
 
If you wish us to contact your corporation to seek their support, please provide the following:

Company’s Name: ___________________________       Contact Name: ______________________________
Title:  ____________________________________      Phone: ____________________                     

Mail to:
Office of Braddock District Supervisor John C. Cook

Braddock District Government Center
9002 Burke Lake Road, Burke, VA   22015

(703)425-9300

Since I came into office almost two 
years ago, I have made increasing citizen 
involvement my number one priority and 
believe strongly that we all have something 
to offer. Judging by the success of several 
Leadership Institutes and Neighborhood 
Colleges, I would say community 
engagement is just as important 
to you as well. 

I have another opportunity for 
you to get involved and make 
Braddock District better for all 
of us. I invite all of you to join 
me in becoming a member of 
the Friends of Braddock Nights. 
By doing so, you will show 
your support for this popular 
summer performing arts series, 
held weekly from June through 
August at Royal Lake Park, Lake 
Accotink Park and Ossian Hall 
Park. 

Braddock Nights brings free concerts to 
our community all summer long through 

TAke an Active Role in Your Community, Join me In becoming a 
Friend of the  Annual Braddock Nights Concert Series

a partnership between my office and the 
Fairfax County Park Authority. The program 
receives no funding support from Fairfax 
County. In the past, performances had 
been funded primarily through corporate 
grants, however a decrease in sponsorships 
prompts an appeal for general support. 

 This year’s program of free performances 
(complete schedule on page 10) continues 

its great tradition of family-oriented, 
quality entertainment. I have personally 
committed to being a Friend of Braddock 
Nights by sending in my $50 contribution 
and encourage each of you to do the same. 
All donations, payable to the Fairfax County 
Park Foundation, are tax deductible and 
are dedicated to underwriting the cost of 
performer fees and support services.

 So, please help me and let’s keep the lights 
on for this wonderful community event 
by filling out the membership form you 
see below and mailing it to the Braddock 
Office at 9002 Burke Lake Road, Burke, VA   
22015. 

I thank you in advance, and hope to see 
you this summer during our Braddock 
Nights Concert Season at any one of our 
three nationally recognized gold-medal 
award winning parks. 
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Supervisor Cook in the Community
On February 3rd, Supervisor Cook took part in a Vietnamese-
American Community Ceremony as part of their Lunar New 
Year’s Celebration. The event took place at the Eden Center in 
Falls Church and 
was a wonderful 
way to kick off the 
Vietnamese Year of 
the Cat.

On February 
7th, Supervisor 
Cook attended 
the Kings Park 
West Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner at Robinson Secondary School before heading 
over to Terra Centre Elementary School to host a community 
meeting on the issues of roadway safety on the Burke Centre 
Parkway.

On February 9th, Supervisor Cook hosted the Braddock District 
Council Meeting at the Kings Park Library.

On February 11th, Supervisor Cook attended the Black History 
Month Celebration at the Fairfax County Government Center. 

On February 12th, Supervisor Cook joined the Chinese community 
in their Lunar New Year’s Celebration at Luther Jackson Middle 
School in Falls Church. This Year the Chinese celebrate the Year of 
the Rabbit.

On February 13th, Supervisor Cook took part in the Burke 
Community Blood Drive at the Woods Community Center. The 
drive was sponsored by the Friends of Sadie, a young girl in the 
Burke area who has been fighting cancer. Supervisor Cook did his 
part by rolling up his sleeve and donating a pint of blood. Later on 
the 13th, Supervisor Cook appeared live on the Café’ Latino radio 
show which broadcasts on the web at www.fcac.org/webr.

On February 15th, Supervisor Cook attended another Chinese 
New Year event, this time a luncheon at Little River Glen Senior 
Center. Authentic traditional cuisine was prepared and served.

On February 17th, Supervisor Cook attended the Kings Park 
Civic Association Community Meeting which was held at 
Kings Park Elementary School.

On February 23rd, Supervisor Cook hosted a community 
meeting about the future plans for University Mall. 

On February 24th, Supervisor Cook, along with many others, 
attended an open house for the retirement of Kathy Ichter 
who served as the Director of Fairfax County Department 

of Transportation. She will be truly missed, but as she and her 
husband Larry are Braddock residents, we’ll likely be seeing them 
in the future.

February 26th was a busy Saturday for Supervisor Cook. First, he 
took part in the 2nd Leadership Institute here at the Kings Park 
Library. More about this can be found on page 5 in this Beacon. 
After that, he went 
to an open house 
to celebrate the 
80th birthday of 
long-time North 
Springfield Civic 
A s s o c i a t i o n 
President, Norma 
Heck. Later that 
evening, Supervisor 
Cook stopped by 
the Burke Athletic 
Club’s Annual Gala 
which was held 
at the Springfield 
Country Club.

Beginning of March brings Roadway Changes to Braddock 
Improvements for Danbury Forrest, 

Braddock Road Intersection
In late February, early March VDOT added 

signs and markings at the intersection of 
Danbury Forest and Braddock Road to 
warn drivers not to block the intersection. 
During peak periods, vehicles traveling 
eastbound on Braddock Road sometimes 
obstruct the access to Danbury Forest 
Drive. These improvements are designed to 
discourage this blocking of the intersection. 

These intersection enhancements are 
a product of Supervisor Cook’s call to 
study potential short-term and long-
term upgrades to mitigate traffic along 
this intersection and are the result of 
several community meetings. Work is 
still progressing on identifying additional 
potential solutions, but this is a good 
first step, and should provide some much 
needed relief to those seeking to access 
Braddock Road. 

New Beltway Exit Ramps Open this 
Month

The HOT Lanes project will shift traffic 
onto the new exit ramp from I-495 north to 
Braddock Road east during the first week of 
March as weather permits. 

The ramp from I-495 north to Little River 
Turnpike east is scheduled to be shifted on 
or about March 14. Both ramps are slightly 
to the right of the existing exit ramps.  
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Seeking your input: County Budget Questions
  This Spring, the Board of Supervisors 
must make tough choices regarding next 
year’s budget. The County Executive’s 
proposed budget includes an increase in 
property tax payments, a $30 million 
balance and County employees are given no 
compensation increases for another year. 
The Fairfax County School Board approved 
an advertised budget that would necessitate 
a $48.8 million increase in the transfer 
from the County to the school system,  but 
those extra funds are not identified in the 
County Executive’s Budget.   
 These and many other issues will be 
discussed during the coming weeks. To help 
Supervisor Cook assess available options, 
please answer the following questions. Email 
your answers to braddock@fairfaxcounty.
gov and write “budget survey” in the subject 
line, or mail the responses to the office.

1.In his proposed budget, the County 
Executive offered a number of 
options for the $30 million balance. 
Which of the following most closely 
follows your view:
a.Use it to fund employee compensation 

increases: for example, a 1 percent bonus 
which would cost $7.8 million or a $1,000 
net  bonus, which would cost $15.7 million
b.Use it to reduce the Real Estate Tax Rate. 
Each one cent reduction in the tax rate 
would cost $19.3 million and would save 
the average homeowner $45 annually.
c.Use it to fund additional priorities such as 
schools and other unfunded or underfunded 
initiatives and programs. 
d. Save it and roll it forward to FY 2013.

2.The Fairfax County School Board  
approved an advertised budget that 
would require an increase of $48.8 
million in the General Fund Transfer. 
Do you believe the County should:

a.Raise the real estate tax by nearly 3 cents 
to fund the entire request - this alone would 
cost the average homeowner $135.
b.Use all or a portion of the available $30 
million balance to fund a piece of the 
request.
c.Leave the County transfer at this year’s 
level, as proposed by the County Executive.
d. Reduce the transfer.

3.In setting spending priorities, 
which of these services would you 
LEAST like to see cuts made to:

a.Public Safety, i.e. Fire and Police
b.Education
c.Human Services, services for those most 
in need
d.Parks and Environmental Protection

4.The County Executive’s budget 
contains limited spending 
reductions.  Should the County:

a.Continue to reduce spending, in order to 
avoid tax increases.
b.Increase tax payments as proposed, to 
hold the spending level.
c.Increase tax payments and spending levels

5. Do you believe the Board of 
Supervisors has openly debated 
budget options to a sufficient degree?

a.Yes
b.No

Real Estate Assessment Notices Have Been Mailed
The Fairfax County Department of Tax Administration (DTA) 

mailed real estate assessment notices to all property owners of 
taxable parcels in the County beginning February 22. 

Most of Braddock District’s 36,940 housing units saw some 
increase which varied by neighborhood. Annandale saw a 3.07 
percent increase, Fairfax 2.59 percent, Springfield 3.35 percent 
and Burke 4.30 percent. A map showing individual Braddock 
District neighborhoods is available in the Braddock office.

County-wide, almost 64 percent of residential properties 
experienced an assessment increase and another 22 percent had 
no change for 2011. The overall equalization change for residential 
properties is 2.34 percent, while commercial properties show 
an overall equalization increase of 3.73 percent. The percentage 
of the real estate assessment base attributable to commercial and 
industrial property in FY 2012 is 19.64 percent.  

Overall, of the 282,105 properties that have a 2011 assessment 
change, 7,624 are due to growth (i.e., new construction, rezoning, 
etc.) and 274,481 properties changed due to equalization.    

Based on equalization changes, the mean assessed value (i.e., 
on average, countywide) of most single family-detached homes 
for 2011 is $535,298, up 2.10 percent.  This group of properties 
makes up approximately 71 percent of the residential equalization 
property value in the County. Townhouse/duplex properties have 

a 2011 Countywide assessment average of $318,614, an increase 
of approximately 3.73 percent; and, the mean assessed value for 
condominiums is up 2.53 percent to $211,281. It is important 
to note, however, that averages are not necessarily indicative of 
individual properties and neighborhoods.  

All assessment questions should be directed to the Department 
of Tax Administration (DTA) at 703-222-8234; or through their 
homepage: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dta. Residents can obtain a 
list of residential sales within each assessment neighborhood from 
the DTA website. Administrative appeals can be filed with DTA if 
residents believe their assessment is not equitable in comparison 
with similar properties, or if they believe their assessment exceeds 
fair market value. Appeals may be made in writing to the Real 
Estate Division of DTA, or online through DTA’s homepage, www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/dta. DTA requests that appeal applications be 
filed by April 8, 2011. 

Real Estate appeals can also be filed with the Board of Equalization 
(BOE). Under State law, the BOE is separate from the DTA and 
consists of nine taxpayers appointed by the Board of Supervisors.  
By law, all appeals to the BOE must be filed and postmarked by 
June 1, 2011.  BOE appeal forms are also available on the BOE 
website at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/boe/ , or by calling the 
BOE office at 703-324-4891.  
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Long vacant, the site of the Home Depot 
Expo at 11181 Lee Highway will soon 
become the home of a Wal-Mart store.  This 
store will use the chain’s newest prototype 
- a smaller store that focuses on providing 
focused services, but will also include a 
grocery that features fresh produce, dairy, 
fresh meats and frozen foods.  There will 
be a pharmacy, electronics and apparel, but 
no garden center or gas station. One new 
feature of this prototype will be a kiosk 
from which customers could order anything 
carried by the chain and have it delivered to 
this location for pick-up at no cost.  

This store will be built within the 
existing footprint (90,000 square feet), 
and is considered to be a “by right” use in 
the C-8 Commercial District where it is 
located. Building plans have been reviewed 
and approved by the County.  The chain is 
subleasing this space from Home Depot 
Expo, as allowed under its own lease with 
the landowner. Access is provided by an 
existing traffic signal and parking meets all 
County standards.

 The new store is scheduled to open in 
September, 2011 although the exact date 
will be determined over the next few 
months.  The store will create approximately 
200 new jobs for County residents, about 
two thirds of which will be full time.  

It will also feature a number of green 
building features, including a daylight 
harvesting system which can reduce the 
amount of energy used during daylight 
hours by up to 75 percent. The system can 
save up to an average of 800,000 kilowatts 
annually - enough energy to power 73 
single family homes for an entire year. The 
system uses computer-controlled daylight 
sensors and skylights. 

The prototype will also feature LED 
lighting for exterior building signage, and 
many refrigerated food cases will use light 
emitting diodes. LED technology is up 
to 52 percent more energy efficient than 
fluorescent lights and are projected to 
last at least six years beyond conventional 
lighting. 

Wal-Mart Coming 
to Braddock

Second Leadership Institute Held,
Creating More Engaged Communities
The Braddock District Community 

Engagement Initiative (CEI) continued on 
February 26 with a half-day Leadership 
Institute at the Kings Park Library. 
The program attracted more than 30 
participants from the Braddock District 
and the County.  

This year’s Leadership Institute is the 
second of what could become an annual 
event for the Braddock District. Last year, 
the first Leadership Institute was hosted 
in the Burke Centre Conservancy and 
participants experienced a day of learning 
County issues and techniques to run a 
community organization. 

The Institute is part of the broader 
Community Engagement Initiative that 
seeks to strengthen neighborhoods through 
leadership training and the promotion of 
community projects and activities that 
either solve community issues or more 
strongly connect neighbors with one 
another. Supervisor Cook kicked off the 
day by suggesting that in a free society, 
we citizens are responsible both for the 
benefits and challenges of the community 
around us, and we need to take ownership 

of our neighborhoods.
This year’s program included presentations 

from David McKernan and Sandy Chisholm 
who discussed Emergency Management, 
Lieutenants Archie Pollard and Kathy 
Murray who spoke about Public Safety, and 
William Marr Esq, who presented on the 
topic of Fiduciary Responsibilities.  

The keynote address from Martin Harris 
focused on working the assets within your 
community.  The day closed out with a very 
helpful introduction to conflict management 
with Julia Morelli from George Mason 
University and Megan Johnston from the 
Northern Virginia Mediation Services. 
Please contact the office if your community 
organization is interested in hosting them.

Supervisor Cook thanks all the participants 
for investing a Saturday in their community.  
He would also especially like to thank Karla 
Bruce, Janet Hubbell, and Evan Braff from 
the County’s Department of Neighborhood 
and Community Services for their hard 
work in putting together the program.  
Additionally, Supervisor Cook thanks 
Virginia Dominion Power for sponsoring 
the program’s luncheon.  

Community Information Meeting On 
University Mall Renovation Held
Over 40 Braddock and Springfield 

District residents from North Hills, Kings 
Park West, Country Club View and the 
Kelley Drive area gathered at Oakview 
Elementary School on February 23 to hear 
an update from College Town Associates on 
its plans to renovate the University Mall at 
Braddock Road and Route 123.  

Rick Wolff, President of Rucker Realty, 
took the community through the updated 
layout, showing how the applicant had 
attempted to meet previous concerns 
voiced by residents and staff.  Wolff also 
announced that Giant Food had agreed 
to completely renovate the interior of 
its existing store, and was studying the 
potential for expansion. 

Supervisor Cook noted that issues that 
appeared to be still unresolved after the 

meeting included the height and lighting of 
three accent towers proposed for the site, 
and the future egress from the parcel onto 
Route 123.  

The Planning Commission is scheduled 
to make a decision on this case on April 
6.  A public hearing before the Board of 
Supervisors has yet to be scheduled. County 
Staff proposes to issue an amendment 
to its earlier report, incorporating new 
development conditions, plans and proffers.  
A link to those plans will be available late 
next week.  

The current staff report dated January 
5 can be read at this link: http://
l d s n e t . f a i r f a x c o u n t y. g ov / l d s n e t /
ldsdwf/4338597.PDF
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Tax Relief Opportunities for Seniors 
and Disabled Veterans

Monticello Park 
Master Plan Meeting 
Rescheduled

Fairfax County provides tax relief to 
citizens who are 65 or older, or permanently 
and totally disabled, and meet the income 
and asset eligibility requirements. 

Returning applicants must file between 
January 1 and April 1.  However, applications 
for 2010 are still being accepted based on 
hardship and for first-time filers through 
December 31, 2011.

For eligibility requirements and to get 
more information click here: http://www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/dta/taxrelief_home.
htm 

The Department of Tax Administration 
(DTA) is hosting a series of free tax relief 
workshops in March at several locations 
throughout the County. Staff from DTA  
will be on site to assist residents with 
filling out the application form, as well as 
answering questions. Supervisor Cook will 
be hosting two such workshop on March 23 
and 25, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Kings 
Park Library.

To make an appointment (not required), 
contact Lindsey Smith in the Braddock 
District office. If you cannot attend 

this workshop other dates are available 
countywide, or you can call for information 
703-222-8234, TTY 703-222-7594. 

 Tax Relief for Disabled Veterans
Last November, Fairfax County voters 

approved a proposed amendment to the 
Virginia Constitution to provide real 
estate tax relief for 100 percent service-
connected disabled veterans and their 
surviving spouses. The enabling legislation 
to implement this amendment to the 
Virginia Constitution had been working 
its way through the General Assembly and 
the bills in question:  HB1645 (O’Bannon) 
and SB1073 (Puller), have now passed.  The 
County will post information online as soon 
as it is available from the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, including the application/
certification process.

If you have questions about the new 
legislation for tax relief for disabled veterans 
send an email to dtadav@fairfaxcounty.gov. 
Please include your name, phone number, 
address, and email so that they may contact 
you.

Fairfax County is announcing a new 
program, Pink Carts and Helping Hearts, 
that will provide recycling service to non-
profit organizations in the County, raising 
awareness of and funding for breast cancer 
and other cancer support programs and 
research. 

The Solid Waste Management Program 
has pink rolling carts that will be offered 
to non-profit organizations for use at their 
fundraising events. County staff will deliver 
the pink carts to the event and return to 
collect the 
cart after the 
event. In this 
fashion, the 
Solid Waste 
Management 
Program can 
provide real 
support to 
non-prof i t s 
while raising 
a w a r e n e s s 
a b o u t 
r e c y c l i n g. 
Call Kate Vasquez or Pamela Gratton at 
703-324-5230 for details.

Pink Carts and 
Helping Hearts

The meeting, to be held on April 4 at 
7:00 p.m. at Bonnie Brae Elementary 
School, will feature a presentation 
describing the site’s existing conditions, 
potential future uses and the park master 
planning process. One potential future use 
already proposed, is a dog park. 

A public discussion will follow the 
staff presentation in an effort to identify 
community concerns, answer questions 
and receive suggestions for future park 
uses. If you are interested in learning more, 
please visit http://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/parks/plandev/monticello.htm.

If you are unable to attend, comments can 
be sent to Parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov or 
Braddock@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

Town Hall to Discuss George Mason 
University Transportation Plans
On Monday, March 28 at 7:30 PM, 

Supervisor Cook will host a Town Hall 
meeting on George Mason University’s 
proposed transportation plans - most 
significant of which is the proposed western 
by-pass.  The meeting will take place at 
Fairfax Villa Elementary School, 10900 
Santa Clara Drive in Fairfax.  

The University’s plan is to build a roadway 
that will allow eastbound drivers on 
Braddock Road to enter Mason property 
at the intersection of Braddock Road and 
Prestwick Drive, skirt the western area 
of the campus and cross Ox Road (Hwy. 
123) by overpass and to enter the east 
side of campus via Mason Pond Drive.  A 
future option could connect University 
Drive in front of the field house, allowing 
drivers to use the existing traffic signal to 
facilitate turning onto northbound Hwy. 

123, bypassing the intersection of Braddock 
Road and Hwy. 123. Each of these new 
routes could potentially divert a significant 
portion of traffic away from the Braddock 
Road/Hwy. 123 intersection. 

While funding for this project did not 
make the final state budget this year, 
funding options are still being discussed in 
Richmond.

This meeting will allow residents to 
hear more about the plans, ask questions 
and voice their concerns. Representatives 
from George Mason University, VDOT 
and FCDOT will be there with Supervisor 
Cook to respond to residents’ concerns.

This is a meeting you will not want to 
miss, particularly if you live in the Fairfax 
Villa, University Square, Roberts Square 
or Brecon Ridge areas of the County, or 
Warren Woods in the city of Fairfax.



PAGE 7 BRADDOCK BEACON

Lake Barton Dredging Project Begins, Six 
Month Construction Schedule expected
A construction kickoff meeting with Lake 

Services (http://www.lakeservices.com) 
was held on the Lake Barton dredging 
project in mid-February. A bathymetric 
survey, which tells the contractor exactly 
where the current sediment is deposited, 

is largely finished and the site has been 
prepared for dredging.  35,000 cubic yards 
of sediment will be removed from the Lake 
over the next  six months.

The barge has now arrived at the site and  
is working its way into the Phase 1 grading 
area near Burke Centre Parkway.  The 
contractor has already hauled away a few 
loads of dredge material and should be in 
full production by the end of the first week 
of March. 

The picture shows an excavator stationed 
on the shore that takes material from a 
loaded barge and fills the trucks.  A similar 
long-arm excavator sits on another barge 
out on the lake excavating sediment from 
the lake bottom. Fairfax County staff 
overseeing the project include:

Spillway Rehabilitation:
Stormwater – Dipmani Kumar, Project 

Manager; Construction Management 
Division Mike Knizner, Project Manager 
and Joseph Adzovie, Sr. Engineering 
Inspector

Dredging: 
Stormwater – Matt Meyers, Project 

Manager; Construction Management 
Division: Mannan Qureshi, Project 
Manager and Joseph Adzovie

Things to do 
during a power 
outage

On occasion, Dominion Virginia Power 
and its customers are  faced with widespread 
power outages due to things like severe 
weather, equipment failure or serious 
accidents.  Under these rare circumstances, 
Dominion asks its customers to follow 
certain guidelines in order to remain safe 
and to help Dominion effectively restore 
power as soon as possible. 

If your electric service is interrupted:
•Call Dominion at 1-866-DOM-HELP 

(1-866-366-4357) to report an outage. Do 
not rely on your neighbors to report your 
outage. Your immediate neighbors may 
receive electricity from a different circuit 
than the one feeding your home. The more 
outage reports Dominion receives, the 
better they can pinpoint the location and 
cause of the outage. 

•You may also report an outage online 
at http://www.dom.com/dominion-
virginia-power/index.jsp  (make sure your 
account information is up to date).

•When reporting your outage, whether 
via phone or online, be sure to enter the 
phone number where you can best be 
reached in case Dominion needs to contact 
you for more information or to provide an 
update. 

•After reporting your outage, you can 
locate and track restoration of specific 
outage locations in your area on the 
Dominion website’s Interactive Outage 
Map. 

•You can access the map at 
h t t p : / / o u t a g e m a p . d o m . c o m /
DomComFlexOutageViewer/index.html.

•Stay away from fallen wires and debris.  
Treat all fallen wires as if they are energized.

•Turn off all unnecessary appliances, but 
leave one light on so you will know when 
your power is restored.

For an in-depth look at Dominion’s 
storm restoration process watch the 
following video: 

http://www.dom.com/stor m-
center/how-we-restore-power.jsp.

Braddock Neighborhood News:  
a Look at Youth Sports 
For this month’s edition of BNN, 

Supervisor Cook invited Marcia Pape and 
Tonya McCreary, the Braddock District 
appointees to the Fairfax County Athletics 
Council, to speak about youth sports in our 
community. 

With the wealth of organized sports 
leagues and activities we are fortunate 
to have available in Fairfax County, it is 
important to remember that these private 
youth leagues could not exist without the 
support of engaged citizen volunteers.  For 
those looking for a way to contribute to 
their communities, youth sports leagues 
also offer an excellent way in which to 
help strengthen our neighborhoods and 
develop community bonds as well as assist 

in promoting the health and safety of kids.
Our neighborhoods are both stronger and 

safer because neighbors get to know each 
other through involvement in youth sports.  
And, through youth sports, many kids in 
our community develop an appreciation 
for health and fitness that can have lasting 
benefits throughout their lives.

To learn more about how to become 
involved, you can tune in to BNN at 5 
p.m. on Fridays and Sundays or 7 p.m. on 
Wednesdays this month on Channel 16.  
You can also watch this month’s edition 
online at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
cable/channel16/supervisorprog.htm.



Braddock Environmental 
Leadership Institute Scheduled

Braddock District residents who are 
motivated to promote environmental 
stewardship in our community are invited 
to Supervisor Cook’s Environmental 
Leadership Institute, at The Oaks 
Community Center in Burke on May 7 
from 10:00 -2:00 pm.  

The goal of this program is to train 
leaders who will reach out to their civic 
and homeowner associations to encourage 
their neighbors to take small steps to aide 
our environment. Segments will include 
information on recycling, litter abatement, 
composting, stormwater management, 
home water usage, rain barrels, cisterns, 
energy efficiency, reducing herbicide/
pesticide use and tree planting. More 
information and a registration form will be 
in next month’s Beacon.

2011 Native Seedling Sale
The Conservation District is holding its 

annual seedling sale for 2011. This year, 
the District is offering two packages, one 
featuring deer resistant shrubs and small 
trees for smaller suburban yards, and 
the other wildlife-friendly full canopy 
and understory trees for larger yards or 
common areas.  

The deer resistant package is $15.95 
and includes two of each of the following: 
Red Osier Dogwood, Silky Dogwood, 
Serviceberry, Spicebush and Pawpaw.  The 
tree package is $10.95 and includes two of 
each: Black Oak, Sycamore, and American 
Hornbeam. All seedlings are native to the 
DC metro area.  For more information, 
please visit the website of the Northern 
Virginia Soil and Water Conservation 
District or contact Nick Kokales.

 
 23rd Annual Potomac River 

Watershed Cleanup
The Alice Ferguson Foundation’s 23rd 

Annual Potomac River Watershed Cleanup 
is just around the corner, and as usual, 
jurisdictions all over the area will be 
going “all in” with their participation. Well 
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Spring Environmental UpDates: forthcoming Leadership 
Institute, Seedling Sale, Internship Opportunities and More

over 130 cleanups were held in Northern 
Virginia last year, and this year could be 
even bigger - as long as we get your help.  
Cleanups will be held throughout the month 
of April.  To volunteer to assist at a cleanup 
or to register your very own cleanup, 
please go to the Ferguson Foundation’s 
website.  If you would like to register a new 
cleanup, but need some help finding a site 
and volunteers, contact Dan.Schwartz@
fairfaxcounty.gov.  

Environmental Summer Internship
The Conservation District is seeking a 

part-time or full-time summer intern to 
support a variety of outreach and education 
programs, according to the intern’s 
interests and NVSWCD’s needs.  Outreach 
programs include rain barrel workshops, 
storm drain marking, stream monitoring, 
a home and garden tour, website work, 
creating storm drain GIS maps, and others.  

Note: experience with web work or GIS 
software is not necessary to assist with those 
projects, but attention to detail and a desire 
to learn are helpful.  To apply, please send a 
resume and cover letter to Lily Whitesell. 

College Scholarship for Students 
Studying Conservation 

The Virginia Soil and Water Conservation 
Society is providing $1,000 scholarships for 
freshman or graduating high school seniors 
who are or will be enrolled in conservation 
related studies in college.  The Northern 
Virginia Soil and Water Conservation 
District will receive and judge applications 
from Fairfax students and send one 
application on for consideration by the 
state. Applications are due by March 21.  
More details and the application itself are 
available online.

Upcoming Events 

Rain Barrel Program Now 
Accepting RSVPs

The popular Northern Virginia build-your-
own rain barrel program is now accepting 
RSVPs for its spring 2011 workshops.  The 

workshop dates and locations are posted 
online. 

Stream Monitoring Session: 
Accotink Creek

Saturday, March 12, 2011
Time: 9:30am - 11:30am
Location: Lake Accotink Park

Come out and help the Friends of the 
Accotink monitor their favorite stream as it 
passes through popular Lake Accotink Park.  
To RSVP and get directions, please check 
out the online calendar of events at www.
accotink.org.

  
Rain Barrel Wash and Build Day

Saturday, March 12, 2011
 Time: 9am - 1pm
Location: Falls Church Property Yard, 

7100 Gordon’s Rd, Falls Church, VA 22043

Come out and help wash barrels to get 
them ready for the spring and summer 
rain barrel workshops. Dress in clothes 
that you don’t mind getting dirty.  If you 
are interested in buying a discounted rain 
barrel, bring $45 cash or check and bring it 
home that day.  Please RSVP to rainbarrel@
fairfaxcounty.gov
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Activities Scheduled For National 
Consumer Protection Week
Fairfax County is hosting a series of 

consumer education events in recognition 
of National Consumer Protection Week, 
March 6 through 12. The community is 
invited to attend seminars which include 
HOA and Condo Association Resources, 
Energy Efficiency at Home, Automobile 
Rights and Responsibilities and are part of 
National Consumer Protection Week 2011 
activities.  

One such seminar is titled Getting the Best 
from Your Cable Company: Video, Voice & 
Data.   It will be held on Thursday, March 
10, 11 a.m. to noon, Conference Rooms 
9/10 at the Government Center. Speakers 
from the Communication Policy and 
Regulation Division: Rick Ellrod, director; 

Praveen Tewari, inspection manager; Allan 
Hide, communications analyst. Learn 
how to deal with cable service problems 
including customer service, outages, 
billing, unclear or distorted picture or 
sound, timely telephone response and 
missed service appointments. 

Register or call 703-222-8435 (also 
for reasonable ADA accommodations). 
Exhibits will be on display between 10 
a.m. and 3 p.m. every day. Exhibits include 
a March 7 (11:30 - 1:30 p.m.) opportunity 
to learn about the different initiatives 
the Office of the Attorney General is 
promoting to enforce consumer protection 
laws. Stop by to speak to an investigator for 
one-on-one advice.

Plans Received for The Steamboat 
Landing and Bryce Subdivisions
The Supervisor’s office receives copies of 

all subdivision plans that are received for 
construction projects in Braddock District.  
Two have recently been received in this 
office for review by interested citizens. 

County Staff is currently reviewing the 
Steamboat Landing Subdivision Plan (7066-
SD-001-1) to construct three homes on 
this lot for compliance with the subdivision 
ordinance.  VDOT has been asked to look 
at the line of sight issues on the curve in 

Steamboat Landing Lane which came out 
of a community meeting held on the site in 
Mid-December.

Subdivision plans have also been received 
for the Bryce subdivision (1736-SE-023-1) 
on Burke Lake Road.  This is a project for a 
nine house subdivision that was the subject 
of a recent rezoning.  Interested citizens 
are invited to review these plans during 
normal working hours or can arrange to 
check them out overnight. 

Fairfax County Public Library now has 
a mobile application (app) available via 
iTunes for customers who own iPhones, 
iPads and iPod Touch devices. The new 
app allows customers to search the library 
catalog, place holds, check account status, 
get directions to a branch and more.

The app also offers a VisualID feature 
which stores an image of the customer’s 
library card barcode on their iPhone, iPad 
or iPod Touch. VisualID allows customers 
to have their card number with them at all 
times. Checking out material at Express 
Checkout by scanning this VisualID and 
reserving the library’s Internet access 
computers by typing in the card number 
are two examples of the convenience 
offered.

“Library users with these devices are 
going to love this app,” said Edwin “Sam” 
Clay, III, director of Fairfax County Public 
Library. “It’s convenient and efficient: two 
words our customers like.” The app can be 
downloaded free from the iTunes store. 

With the Fairfax Library app, customers 
can:

 Discover books, movies, CDs and more 
in the online catalog; 

 Find hours of service for each library; 
 Call any library directly (iPhones only); 
 Get maps with turn-by-turn directions 

from wherever you are to any branch of 
the Fairfax County Public Library; 

 Check reviews and summaries for new 
additions to the collection; 

 Place holds on items to pick up when 
they become available; 

 Check your library account status; 
Renew items you have checked out; 
Modify and/or cancel hold requests you 

have made; 
Have your library card with you all the 

time with the VisualID feature. 
This is the library’s first app. Development 

is underway for an Android version. 

iPhone, iPad and 
iPod Touch Apps 
Available for 
Library Customers

Next Deadline for Capital Beltway 
Community Grant Program Upcoming
Launched in 2009, the Capital Beltway 

Community Grant Program is aimed 
at supporting organizations that serve 
communities adjacent to and most affected 
by the construction of the HOT Lanes. To 
date, over 30 nonprofit organizations in 
Fairfax County have been supported with 
funding from this program. 

Grants are still being awarded quarterly, 
and the next application deadline is March 
31. You can find grant applications online 
at www.virginiahotlanes.com/grants and 
there are also applications available in the 
Braddock Office.  

The goals of the grant program are 

consistent with the overarching objectives 
of the Capital Beltway HOT Lanes Project 
and include: 
• Promoting Safety
• Enhancing or protecting the 

environment
• Supporting the amenity, economic 

development or well-being of 
communities.

   Previous grant recipients have focused on a 
number of objectives, including: enhancing 
the safety of neighborhoods and bicyclists 
and improving quality of life through 
cultural events, early childhood education 
and care, and promoting sustainable living.
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2011 BRADDOCK NIGHTS CONCERT SERIES - FREE SUMMER ENTERTAINMENT
Lawn seating - please bring your own lawn chairs and blankets 

Lake Accotink Park: 7500 Accotink Park Road, Springfield, VA  22152
Royal Lake Park: 5344 Gainsborough Drive, Fairfax, VA  22032
Ossian Hall Park: 7900 Heritage Drive, Annandale, VA  22003

703-324-SHOW (7469) Call one hour prior to the start of  the show for rain cancellation update
 www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances

JUNE
3  7:30 p.m.  Lake Accotink Park The Roustabouts (Blues/Fiddle Band)
3  7:30 p.m.  Royal Lake Park Natty Beaux (Jump Blues)
5  7:00 p.m.  Ossian Hall Park The Downranger (Rock music & movie)
10  7:30 p.m.  Lake Accotink Park City of  Fairfax “Concert Band” (Big Band)
10  7:30 p.m.  Royal Lake Park Anderw McKnight & Beyond Borders (Folk)
12  7:00 p.m.  Ossian Hall Park Chinese Cultural Heritage Night (dance/music/movie)
17  7:30 p.m.  Lake Accotink Park The United States Army Band “Blues Jazz Ensemble” (Jazz)
17  7:30 p.m.  Royal Lake Park Elvis Tribute Band, Jed Deuvall (Rock&Roll)
19  7:00 p.m. Ossian Hall Park Hawaiian Cultural Heritage Night (dance/music/movie)
24  7:30 p.m.  Lake Accotink Park MAHALA (Township Jive)
24  7:30 p.m.  Royal Lake Park Mariachi Los Amigos (Mariachi)
26  7:00 p.m.  Ossian Hall Park Bolivian Cultural Heritage Night (dance/music/movie)
JULY
1  7:30 p.m.  Lake Accotink Park Billy Woodward & The Senders (Rockabilly/Vintage R&B)
1  7:30 p.m.  Royal Lake Park Hangover Royale (Rockabilly/Western Swing)
3  7:00 p.m.  Ossian Hall Park Blues Heritage Night (Blues music & movie)
8  7:30 p.m.  Lake Accotink Park The Taters (Country/Pop)
8  7:30 p.m.  Royal Lake Park Janine Wilson Band (Roots/Rock)
10  7:00 p.m.  Ossian Hall Park Indonesian Cultural Heritage Night (dance/music/movie)
15  7:30 p.m.  Lake Accotink Park Night Music (Vintage Rock)
15  7:30 p.m.  Royal Lake Park The Damswells (Roots/Blues)
17  7:00 p.m.  Ossian Hall Park Indian Cultural Heritage Night (dance/music/movie)
22  7:30 p.m.  Lake Accotink Park Celtic Marc (Irish/Scottish)
22  7:30 p.m.  Royal Lake Park Cathy Ponton King (Blues)
24  7:00 p.m.  Ossian Hall Park Taiwanese Cultural Heritage Night (dance/music/movie)
29  7:30 p.m.  Lake Accotink Park Billy Coulter (Roots/Rock)
29  7:30 p.m.  Royal Lake Park Washington Toho Koto Society (Japanese)
31  7:00 p.m. Ossian Hall Park Irish Cultural Heritage Night (dance/music/movie)
AUGUST
5  7:30 p.m.  Lake Accotink Park The Fairfax Symphony Orchestra’s Brass Quintet (Classic)
5  7:30 p.m.  Royal Lake Park Trio Caliente (Latin Gypsy Rhumba)
7  7:00 p.m.  Ossian Hall Park Peruvian Cultural Heritage Night (dance/music/movie)
12  7:30 p.m.  Lake Accotink Park The United States Navy Band “Commodores” (Jazz)
12  7:30 p.m.  Royal Lake Park The Capital Focus Jazz Band (Jazz)
14  7:00 p.m.  Ossian Hall Park Korean Cultural Heritage Night (dance/music/movie)
19  7:30 p.m.  Lake Accotink Park Annapolis Bluegrass Coalition (Bluegrass)
19  7:30 p.m.  Royal Lake Park Andrew Acosta & Speedy Tolliver String Band (Bluegrass)
21  7:00 p.m.  Ossian Hall Park Russian Cultural Heritage (dance/music/movie)
26  7:30 p.m.  Lake Accotink Park City of  Fairfax Band “Alte Kameraden German” (German)
26  7:30 p.m.  Royal Lake Park No Second Troy (Indie/Pop/Rock)
28  7:00 p.m.  Ossian Hall Park Vietnamese Cultural Heritage Night (dance/music/movie)

* Program subject to change. Please visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances early may for the final program


