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Supervisor John C. Cook
With the final approval of the negotiated 

agreement between the United States 
Department of Justice and the Commonwealth 
of Virginia, the Commonwealth’s plan to 
discharge all of the Northern Virginia Training 
Center (NVTC) residents into a community 
setting will now begin implementation. The 
Training Center is home to approximately 200 
significantly intellectually and developmentally 
disabled residents, who require care for many 
life functions, including eating, bathing and 
sometimes even basic physical movements.
The Commonwealth’s plan, which is currently 

targeted to be completed by 2015, would 
vacate the more than 80 acre Training Center 
site along Braddock Road. Supervisor Cook 
recognizes the potential benefit and risk of 
any transfer of ownership of this property and 
wishes to ensure that it is used for the greatest 
benefit to Fairfax County residents. He is also 
very cognizant of the need to engage Fairfax 
County residents, and particularly Braddock 
District residents, in a dialogue on potential 
future uses of the land and any land development 
that could occur. Though in normal cases these 
land use discussions would occur as a matter 
of routine, given current state ownership of 
this land planning could occur without input 

Attention 
Homeowner and 
Civic Associations:
 Please continue to let us know about 
your successful Community Engage-
ment efforts. Keep up the good work!
  Please call (703) 425-9300 or email 
Ann Sharp at ann.sharp@fairfaxcounty.
gov with your latest information.

Email Subscription to 
the Braddock 
Beacon
   If you would like the Braddock Bea-
con and the Cook Advisory electroni-
cally, instead of through mail, please 
contact us at braddock@fairfaxcounty.
gov and write “Beacon Subscribe” in the 
subject line.
Braddock District 
Now on Facebook & 
Twitter
   Be sure to to stay up to date on the 
Braddock District. See: http://www.
facebook.com/pages/Burke-VA/
Office-of-Braddock-Supervisor-John-
C-Cook/113003565389251?ref=sgm
and on Twitter at @SupervisorCook

from residents or the Board of Supervisors. 
Supervisor Cook is absolutely committed to 
ensuring that at the appropriate time a full 
public planning process takes place.
That is why, jointly with Chairman Bulova, 

Supervisor Cook introduced a matter at 
the Board’s September 11 meeting asking 
the Board to authorize sending a letter to 
Governor McDonnell that proposed the 
initiation of a dialogue and negotiation 
between the Commonwealth of Virginia and 
Fairfax County for the transfer of the NVTC 
site to the County. The matter received 
unanimous support and the letter was sent. 
If handled correctly, the closure presents 

some exciting opportunities. Supervisor 
Cook has already begun discussions with 
Chairman Bulova and George Braunstein, 
the Chair of the Community Services 
Board, which serves the intellectually and 
developmentally disabled community, on 
ways to serve this population. Supervisor 
Cook is steadfast in his support that all 
Training Center residents receive proper 
care upon their discharge from the Center. 
In the coming months, we will be sure to 

keep you informed and aware of updates as 
this process moves forward.

With Final Settlement Reached, Closure of the 
Northern Virginia Training Center Moves Forward

Take Part in Deciding the county’s future 
Transportation funding Policy 
The Board of Supervisors is seeking community feedback on ways to address the next ten-

years worth of transportation (highway, transit, bike and pe-
destrian) needs. 
This effort to engage the public will include a series of com-

munity meetings in September and October, durng which 
project priorities and potential options to raise revenue 
will be discussed. Braddock’s Meeting will be held at 
the Kings Park Library Meeting Room (9002 Burke 
Lake Road), on October 11 beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
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COUNTY FACES TRANSPORTATION 
FUNDING CROSSROADS
This fall, residents of Fairfax County will have an unprec-

edented opportunity to offer input on one of the principal 
policy issues facing the County – whether we should assume a 
greater role in secondary road maintenance and construction. 
I urge all County residents to take advantage of this important 
opportunity.
The state owns almost every road in Fairfax County, and ev-

ery one of us has seen what years of state cutbacks in road 
maintenance have wrought. Our already awful congestion will 
get worse as the State has stopped, permanently, all secondary 
road construction. Secondary roads are those like Braddock 
and Guinea (not interstates or those with route numbers un-
der 600, such as Little River Turnpike and Ox Road). With 
a quarter of a million new residents expected in the coming 
20 to 30 years, continuing to ignore our road maintenance 
and construction needs will have a devastating impact on our 
County.  
County staff believes we need $8 billion to meet our princi-

pal transportation needs in the coming decade (this includes 
items like new construction, road widening and transit – but 
not maintenance). At current rates, state and federal funding 
will cover about $5 billion, leaving a gap of $3 billion, or $300 
million per year. Should the County ask the General Assembly 
for authority to raise new funds for transportation? That is the 
question before us.
County transportation staff has already begun conducting a 

number of Town Hall meetings to lay out our needs and the 
options before us, and to solicit input. Braddock’s meeting 
will be held on October 11, at 7:00 p.m. in the Kings 
Park Library Meeting room and will also serve as the 
first quarterly meeting of my new Transportation 
Policy Advisory Forum. The public is welcomed and 
encouraged to attend. 
There is not a consensus on the Board. While some members 

have expressed a preference for continuing to “demand” a state 
solution, they ignore the fact that such “demands” have failed 
for 25 years. The political reality in Richmond is that the rest 
of the state is not going to send their money up here for our 
roads. In addition, as I have repeatedly pointed out, a state 
solution means our money goes to Richmond first, where 
much of it will be passed around, with only pennies returning 
back home. Consequently, I have suggested we consider taking 
control of the roads. If Fairfax County is going to pay for the 
roads, we ought to own and control them. Most Board mem-
bers, however, would prefer not to have that responsibility. 
What do you think? The County Board and staff want to 

know. This is your chance for input – take advantage and be an 
engaged citizen.  

Design Project for Dredging at Lake 
Royal and at Woodglen Lake
Fairfax County is currently beginning plans to restore and dredge both 

Woodglen Lake and Lake Royal. This month, staff is finalizing contract 
negotiations with the Michael Baker Corporation (http://www.mbak-
ercorp.com) to undertake preliminary engineering, with design starting 
immediately.  The initial tasks include surveying the lake bottom (a bathy-
metric survey), and collecting sediment samples to determine the physical 
and chemical properties. This will allow staff to evaluate options for sedi-
ment disposal and reuse opportunities.  
At this time, the County estimates that approximately 32,500 cubic 

yards of sediment have accumulated in Woodglen Lake and approximately 
123,500 cubic yards have accumulated in Lake Royal.  The cost to fully 
dredge both lakes would be in excess of $7 million. Staff currently hopes 
to undertake a full dredge of Woodglen Lake next summer at an estimated 
cost of $2.0 million.  In the summer of 2014, the County would dredge 
a minimum of 35-40,000 cubic yards from Lake Royal at a cost of $2.3 
million. Additional sediment will be dredged from Lake Royal based on 
actual bids and available funding.  Last year, bids to dredge Lake Barton 
were received at a level that allowed for a complete dredge.  
Royal, Barton and Woodglen are known as PL-566 lakes that were creat-

ed in partnership 
with the Federal 
Government and 
the State to pro-
vide flood control 
during catastroph-
ic  storm events.  
In recent years the 
dam structures 
were fully reha-
bilitated to meet 
more stringent 
Federal dam stan-
dards.

The Braddock District Land Use and Environmental Management 
Committee formally adopted its operating Policies and Procedures at 
its September 18 monthly meeting which have been posted on the Brad-
dock website at: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/braddock. These meet-
ings will be held on the third Tuesday of each month and the reports of 
subcommittees reviewing each case will be posted.  Last month, Com-
munity Information Meetings on both the Tariq Khan/Shirley Gate Road 
rezoning and on Eleven Oaks were held.  At this juncture, public hear-
ings before the Planning Commission are scheduled for November 15 
(Eleven Oaks) and December 5 (Khan). During September, the Planning 
Commission and the Board approved the request from Inova to increase 
the number of participants in the PACE program at Little River Glen 
from fifty to sixty.  There are no other active land use cases that have 
currently been filed.

Braddock District Land use Update



On September 11th, Supervisor Cook, along with his colleagues 
from the Board of Supervisors, participated in a ceremony to re-
member those who had fallen in the attacks 11 years ago, espe-
cially those from Fairfax.

On September 12th, Supervisor Cook participated in a ribbon 
cutting ceremony for a 
new ServiceSource Re-
habilitation Center in 
Chantilly. These centers 
are some of the finest 
when it comes to assist-
ing those with disabili-
ties. Later that evening, 
he attended the Brad-
dock District Council 
meeting which featured 
a briefing by VDOT con-
cerning the 495 Express 
Lanes.

On September 14th, Supervisor Cook was proud to take part in 
the ribbon cutting ceremony for the new Robinson Secondary 
School turf field.

On September 19th, Supervisor Cook hosted a meeting of the 
West Campus Connector Advisory Group here at Braddock Hall. 
This is the citizen group that is helping to oversee and provide 
critical input on the new bypass near the corner of Braddock Road 
and 123 near George Mason University.

On September 24th, Supervisor Cook hosted his annual meeting 
at Braddock Hall for all of the local pool organizations. It was a 
great meeting where the leaders of community pool organizations 
came together and discussed their issues and asked questions of 
the Supervisor.

On September 28th, Super-
visor Cook led a meeting of 
the Fairfax Campus Advisory 
Board at City Hall. The spe-
cial guest was Dr. Angel Ca-
brera, the new President of 
George Mason University.

On September 29th, Super-
visor Cook gave opening 
remarks at the opening cer-
emony for the Annual Oak 
Hill Day at the historic Oak 
Hill Mansion.
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Supervisor Cook in the Community
On September 2nd, Supervisor Cook took part in a ceremony at 

Saint Mary’s of Sorrows Church to honor and remember those 
brave soldiers from Fairfax County who lost their lives during the 
Civil War as well as Clara Barton and other citizens who cared for 
the wounded.

On September 3rd, Supervisor Cook attended the Annual Labor 
Day picnic at Saint Mary’s and reportedly enjoyed a wonderful 
chicken dinner.

On September 4th, Supervisor Cook spoke to the Springfield 
Chamber of Commerce at its monthly Brown Bag Luncheon.

On September 5th, Supervisor Cook hosted a meeting at the Gov-
ernment Center for the residents who live on and near to Shirley 
Gate Road. The main topic of discussion was the proposed residen-
tial rezoning on Shirley Gate Road. 

On September 8th, Supervisor Cook helped to kick off the Burke 
Centre Festival by saying a few words at the opening ceremony. 
Afterwards, he went over to Wakefield Park to help dedicate the 
expansion of the skate park.

On September 10th, Supervisor Cook joined Master Police Of-
ficer J.T. Frey and McGruff the Crime Dog at Laurel Ridge El-
ementary School as they greeted children and parents on their way 
to school. This was part of the Operation Blue Guardian program 
that is helping to ensure the safety of our kids.
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an update on the Roanoke River Road/Braddock 
Road Improvement project

Stream Restoration and Pond Retrofit Projects Launched
Supervisor Cook and Fairfax County’s 

stormwater planning division have initi-
ated stream stabilization projects in three 
Braddock District neighborhoods: Lake 
Braddock, Truro and Kings Park West/
Briarwood.  A fourth project will retrofit 
an existing stormwater detention basin in 
the Lakepointe community. Preliminary 
meetings to introduce the scope and tim-
ing of these proposed projects have been 
held  over the last two months with the 
affected communities. Smaller groups of 
citizens have agreed to work with County 
staff on the preliminary designs that would 
ultimately come back to these communities 
for approval.
The Lake Braddock project seeks to re-

store 1250 linear feet of degraded stream 
near Fairleigh Court and Harford Lane 
which receives runoff from several closed 
storm systems. This unnamed stream in the 
Pohick Watershed has a poor channel mor-
phology, and the stabilization effort seeks 
to reduce sediment loads while maintain-
ing stream capacity. The project will also 
improve storm outfalls to the stream and 
daylight a portion of the piped storm sys-
tem. The stream drains an area of about 120 

acres and handles flow from an area that is 
about 37 percent impervious.
The Truro project is a restoration of Tur-

key Run in the Accotink Watershed south of 
Elizabeth Drive near its intersection with 
Wakefield Drive.  Preliminarily, the Coun-
ty’s major goals for the proposed project 
are to improve flood plain connectivity and 
to stabilize the stream channel.   Portions of 
the stream bed will be raised and some of 
the tight existing meanders would be elimi-
nated.  A major goal would be to minimize 
tree loss for this 2,000 linear foot project 
which requires easements from the hom-
eowner association. Truro has established a 
Task Force to work with the County on this 
project.
Restoration of an unnamed tributary of 

Rabbit Branch in the Pohick Watershed was 
the subject of a recent meeting that included 
the Kings Park West and Briarwood Com-
munities.  The severely degraded stream 
has an eroded channel that runs behind 
Dequincey Drive and drains approximately 
126 acres. The stream handles flow from a 
surrounding area that is about 26 percent 
impervious.  The project would restore 875 
linear feet of bank.  One member of each 

association will participate in developing the 
preliminary design that will be presented to 
the community.
Finally, staff is working with residents of the 

New Lakepointe Homes community to ret-
rofit a large existing detention basin in the 
Pohick Creek Watershed to improve water 
quality.  The basin serves to control stream 
erosion and offers protection against flood-
ing.  The project would also  create a perma-
nent access road that would allow for better 
maintenance.  The road would be composed 
of concrete grid pavers or a gravel subbase 
that would then be covered with sod. To un-
dertake this project, easements will be re-
quired from the Crownleigh community.
If you have questions about these or other 

projects throughout the District please call 
Rosemary Ryan, Supervisor Cook’s storm-
water aide at 703-425-9300.

The Roanoke River Road/Braddock Road 
improvement project is progressing well. The 
next phase is expected to start later in Oc-
tober. The work zone will shift to Braddock 
Road approaching Roanoke River Road trav-
eling east and west. One lane in each direction 
on Braddock Road will be shut down between 
Ox Road and Nottoway River Lane to work 
on doubling the length of the turn lanes on 
Braddock Road into Roanoke River Road. An 
approximate date for work to start is forth-
coming.
It is highly recommended to avoid this stretch 

of Braddock Road during construction. When 
traveling to Mason on Braddock Road from 
the east, turn right onto Roberts Road to en-
ter campus at Shenandoah River Lane. When 
traveling to Mason from the west, turn left 
at Ox Road and enter campus at Mason Pond 
Drive or University Drive. At times, one will 
not be able to turn left onto Roanoke River 

Road or into University Mall from Braddock 
Road.
To ensure the safety of construction work-

ers, other drivers, pedestrians, and bicyclists, 
please drive cautiously on Roanoke River 
Road and Braddock Road.

night time paving of 
university drive 
From Thursday night, October 11, 

through Tuesday night October 16, 
the VDOT will be milling and pav-
ing a half-mile stretch of Univer-
sity Drive between Rappahannock 
River Lane and Rapidan River 
Road. All work is weather permitting. 
One of two lanes in each direction 

will be closed as follows:
•Thursday, Oct. 11 from 8:30 p.m. to 

5 a.m.
•Friday, Oct. 12 - 10 p.m. to 9 a.m.
•Saturday, Oct. 13 -  no lane clo-

sures
•Sunday night through Tuesday night 

(Oct. 14-16) – 8:30 p.m. to 5 a.m.
This work does not include paving the 

intersection at University Drive and 
Route 123. 
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On October 5, County Executive Ed Long 
sent the following  memo to the Board of 
Supervisors, which outlines the fiscal year 
2014 budget outlook and explains the com-
munity engagement process:
The Challenge Continues
As we see every day in the media, the eco-

nomic recovery from the recent recession 
has been “slow.”  Our revenues have been 
directly impacted by this slow recovery.    In 
addition, demand for County services has 
also been impacted as more of our neigh-
bors require assistance and as options for 
them become more limited.  This combina-
tion of flat revenue growth and increasing 
requirements for services means that the 
County faces a projected budget shortfall 
of more than $100 million in both FY 2014 
and FY 2015.  
Why We Need Your Input
Our greatest collective resource in facing 

these challenges is the ingenuity and creativ-
ity of our residents and various groups who, 
while perhaps having differing perspectives, 
all share the same goal of maintaining our 
quality of life and improving areas where we 
can.  We are therefore reaching out to you 
and other members of our business com-
munity, civic associations and residents to 
obtain your ideas on how we can continue 
to move forward in a way that protects the 
quality of life we value in our community.  
Over the past four years, you provided us 

with excellent feedback about our priorities 
and those services that need to be protected 
as well as suggestions for cost-cutting mea-
sures and programs and services which can 
be reduced or changed.  You have also made 
clear your willingness to pay for those ser-
vices which are so important to you.  As you 
know, a budget represents the priorities of 
the community.  It also represents the ap-
propriate balance of resources and services 
which are sustainable by the community.  
Once again, we need to assess that balance 
to ensure that we move forward during this 
difficult period.
Another purpose of our community en-

gagement process is to keep everyone in-
formed about possible impacts to the deliv-

ery of services affected by potential budget 
cuts.   So, once again, we are turning to you 
for your input and guidance as we develop 
our budget, especially on the types of invest-
ments we will need to make over the next 
two years to get us through this difficult 
time and to ensure the integrity of our in-
frastructure and core government services.
What We’re Doing Internally
As part of our comprehensive strategy and 

approach, we are addressing this projected 
shortfall in several ways.  As one of the com-
ponents of budget development for FY 2014 
and FY 2015, agencies have been asked to 
identify spending reduction options totaling 
5 percent for each year which we will con-
sider as staff develops the budget.  To assist 
in addressing these projected budget short-
falls, I am also implementing a multi-year 
budget process to provide more insight  
into how decisions in the budget year will 

impact the following year.  One of our best 
avenues for problem-solving is our own 
County staff who best know our processes, 
programs and customers; therefore, they 
are also best positioned to provide recom-
mendations for cost saving process improve-
ments, innovative and creative solutions for 
doing things better, faster and cheaper.  We 
are seeking out their recommendations and 
proposed solutions to our challenges. 
How you can provide your input
We want to make it very easy and conve-

nient for you to share your ideas and sugges-
tions with us.  I would like to hear directly 
from your organization with a summary of 
your ideas or comments and would appre-
ciate receiving this input by November 30, 
2012.  You can send it directly to the address 
below or email it to me at CountyExecutiv-
eEdLong@fairfaxcounty.gov.
In addition, beginning on October 10, you 

can submit your input via our County pub-
lic website at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/bud-
get/FY14/survey.  This online option will 
be open through November 30, 2012.  To 
provide you with the necessary context and 
budget information for formulating helpful 
input, we will be hosting three “Community 
Engagement” sessions this Fall which you 

can attend in person:
•November 14, 2012: South Coun-

ty Government Center, Conference 
Room 221
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. (8350 Richmond 

Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309)

•November 16, 2012: Government 
Center Building, Conference Rooms 
9/10
7:00 – 9:00 p.m. (12000 Government 

Center Parkway, Fairfax, VA 22035)

•November 17, 2012: Reston Com-
munity Center, Lake Anne Plaza Large 
Meeting Room 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
(2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston, VA 
20191)
At these sessions we will talk about the 

County budget and forecast projections 
as well as noting the priorities identi-
fied by each group.  In case you cannot 
attend any of these meetings, the Coun-
ty slide presentation are available online 
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget.
Following the release of the multi-

year budget on February 26, 2013, all 
proposed adjustments will be available 
online for review and comment.  The 
Public Hearings on the FY 2014 bud-
get are scheduled for April 9, 10, and 
11, 2013.  As is always the case, we will 
also hold public meetings in the Spring 
following the release of the budget to 
answer your questions.   In addition, we 
will be scheduling more online “Chats 
with the County Executive” so I can an-
swer your questions.  Once the dates, 
times and locations for these “Chats” 
are scheduled in the Spring, we will 
share them with you.

Fairfax County’s FY 2014-FY 2015 Budget Community Engagement Process
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october COMMUNITY EVENTS in braddock district

Join in the Winter 
Outerwear Campaign

Town hall on fairfax 
county parkway
Springfield District Supervisor, Pat Herri-

ty, will hold a Town Hall meeting to discuss 
the future of the Fairfax County Parkway 
at Robinson Secondary School, 5035 Side-
burn Road in Fairfax on October 23 at 7:00 
p.m. The agenda includes: 
•The history of the Parkway
•Current and projected levels of traffic
•Improvements that are currently planned
•Discussion of possible future solutions 

and plans that should be considered

The Greater Springfield Chamber seeks lo-
cal businesses to serve as collection points 
for its annual winter outerwear campaign. 
The 2012 campaign begins Monday, No-

vember 12 and concludes Friday, December 
14. Businesses serving as donation drop-
off points are needed across the Greater 
Springfield area, so join Supervisor Cook’s 
office in lending a hand. 
Each participating location will receive a 

new collection box, collection signage, and 
be assigned a volunteer to pick-up the col-
lected items as your box fills. Please reply 
to info@springfieldchamber.org by Octo-
ber 12 if you would like to participate.This 
year collected items will be distributed to 
area residents through ECHO - Ecumenical 
Community Helping Others. Collection lo-
cations will be accepting winter outerwear 
including new winter hats, scarves and 
gloves for all ages, new children’s coats, and 
gently-used blankets.

Senior Center Commu-
nity awareness day

THE ANNANDALE FALL 
FESTIVAL AND PARADE
The Annual Annandale Parade will be held 

along Columbia Pike, on Saturday, October 
27 starting at 10:00 a.m. and will feature-
clowns, storybook characters, marching 
bands and beautifully costumed interna-
tional dancers. This 62-year-old tradition 
is sponsored by the Annandale Chamber of 
Commerce. 
After the parade, enjoy the Fall Festival and 

the Taste of Annandale in the Safeway park-
ing lot on Little River Turnpike. These two 
events will feature international cuisine, 
live entertainment and games. Vendors will 
be on-site from 10:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
and have children’s books and toys, exqui-
site crafts, pet products and fashion acces-
sories for your holiday shopping. The Kids 
Zone will feature puppet & magic shows, 
face painting, a Toddler Play area and other 
entertainments for children. Older kids 
will enjoy the Obstacle Course & Bungee 
Jump, along with interactive games. 
 Mark your calendars. This will be a day of 

family fun not to be missed. For more in-
formation please see www.annandalecham-
ber.com

On Saturday, November 17, the Little 
River Glen Senior Center, (4001 Barker 
Court, Fairfax) will hold its annual Com-
munity Awareness Day from 10:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. Come out and meet your neigh-
bors and enjoy the entertainment and re-
freshments. Resources provided by several 
agencies will be highlighted and blood pres-
sure checks and activity demonstrations 
will be available.LRG will be collecting 
donations  both for the America’s Adopt-
a-Soldier program  for care packages for 
soldiers who are deployed overseas, and 
non-perishable food and other household 
supplies that will be distributed by the Our 
Daily Bread organization serving families in 
need. A cake walk and drawings for prizes 
will be held during the day.This is a family 
event and open to the public. Activities are 
free. For more information, please call 703-
503-8703. 

A new case of child abuse or neglect en-
ters the Fairfax County Domestic & Juve-
nile Relations Court system once every 36 
hours. These children need caring advo-
cates to help ensure that they grow up in 
safe and permanent homes. Fairfax Court 
Appointed Special Advocates trains volun-
teers to advocate for a child’s best interests 
in Court. 
If you seek a volunteer role with real pur-

pose that can create real change, please at-
tend Fairfax CASA’s information session at 
the Burke Centre Library on Saturday, Oc-
tober 20, from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.
For reservations or information, contact 

Elisa Kosarin, Associate Director – Re-
cruitment and Training, at (703) 273-3526, 
ext. 22,  ekosarin@casafairfax.org, or visit 
www.fairfaxcasa.org.

Will you speak for a 
child? 

Join Volunteer Fairfax for the 18th annual 
VolunteerFest day 
of service. 
VolunteerFest is 

a region-wide day 
of community ser-
vice held in con-
junction with National Make a Difference 
Day. VolunteerFest mobilizes hundreds of 
volunteers to help nonprofits accomplish 
tasks that they would not have the time or 
resources to do on their own. Join projects 
such as landscaping, maintaining outdoor 
classrooms at local elementary schools, 
participating in resume building workshops 
to assist low income individuals, helping 
food banks by sorting or collecting food, as-
sisting and engaging with seniors, and many 
others. Last year more than 1,000 commu-
nity and corporate volunteers donated their 
time to participate.
There are projects in each District and 

they typically begin around 8:00 a.m. and 
end around 2:00 p.m. There are projects for 
every age group, both indoors and out. You 
can view and sign up for projects by going 
to: http://volunteerfairfax.civicore.com/
index.cfm?fuseaction=VolunteerFest.Op
portunities&Area=VolunteerFest. In addi-
tion to the celebration on October 27, Vol-
unteer Fairfax is also sponsoring additional 
dates and times for volunteer service that 
can be found on the “sign me up page” of 
the website. 

How will you serve? 
Volunteer fest 2012
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braddock district environmental updates 
Landowner Workshop: Conservation Practices on All Properties 
Date: Thursday, October 18 from 6:30 p.m. until 8:30 p.m.,Fairfax County Government Center          
Are you interested in attracting beneficial wildlife to your property, protecting your land from runoff and erosion, or leaving a conser-

vation legacy and protecting your land for future generations? Join the Northern Virginia Conservation Trust, Northern Virginia Soil and 
Water Conservation District and the Audubon Society of Northern Virginia for a seminar on the programs and resources, both simple 
and complex, available to protect and enhance natural resources on your land. Urban homeowners on quarter acre lots to rural land-
owners with many acres can learn about practices applicable to their situation, from rain barrels to conservation easements. To register, 
please contact workshop@nvct.org. For more information, please go to workshop.nvct.org or call  (703) 354-5093 ext. 24
The Secret to Home Energy Efficiency
Date: Saturday,October 6 from 10:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m., Westover Library, 1644 N. McKinley St, Arlington, VA
Have you ever wondered if there was a secret to increasing home energy efficiency, comfort and indoor air quality? There is a secret 

and the answer is holes, or rather, the sealing of holes! Join Chris Conway, President of Conway Energy and lead technical adviser with 
EarthCraft Virginia, and find out how holes are your #1 enemy in home efficiency, how to locate them, and how to get rid of them so 
you can be healthier and more comfortable in your own home.
 Litter Cleanups: Watershed Cleanup Day at Multiple Locations, Many in the 
Accotink Watershed or at Lake Accotink
Date: Saturday,October 6 and 13 from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m.
Make a difference and help clean our region’s streams and rivers. Thirteen 

sites will be participating in the County, and all are part of the global Inter-
national Coastal Cleanup. Times and RSVP information can be found on the 
following weblink: http://www.longwood.edu/cleanva/iccva.htm 
Wild Side Wagon Ride 
Date: Sunday, October 21 from 2:00 p.m. until 3:30 p.m., Huntley Mead-

ows Park, South Kings Hwy Entrance 
  Take a 90-minute tractor ride with a park naturalist to parts of the wet-

land that are difficult to reach on foot. Look for and learn about songbirds, 
wildflowers, butterflies and waterfowl, then stop for a snack at the obser-
vation platform. Please RSVP online at http://parktakes.fairfaxcounty.gov/
rev1_coursedetail.asp?category2=9999&subject=wild+side+wagon+ride&
facility2=M340&age=9999&day=9999&Submit2=Search&LOC=M340&T
RM=12FA&CDE=3404864907
Building Fertile Soil for Productive Gardens
Date: Saturday, October 27 from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m., Arlington Trade Center, 2700 S. Taylor St., Arlington 
Join Master Gardeners at this free event to learn the inside story of how to start composting at home, and how to test and amend your 

soil, so that you will have a productive garden next spring. To register call 703-228-6414 or email mgarlalex@gmail.com. 
Annual Watershed CleanUp Slated for October 13
Be part of the International Coastal Clean-up on Saturday, October 13, 2012 – Watershed Clean-Up Day in numerous Park Authority 

parks as well as locations around the world.  Volunteers of all ages are welcome from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. Join students, families, scouts 
and other community groups in helping to clear out the Earth’s arteries.
 Help collect tires, bed springs, bottles, cans and other debris from local waterways.  Wear boots, old clothes and bring gloves.  Trash 

bags will be provided.  Join in this wonderful community service project.  Call one of these sites to reserve your section of the water-
shed:
• Frying Pan Farm Park, 703-437-9101
• Hidden Oaks Nature Center, 703-941-1065 (Roundtree Park – Holmes Run)
• Hidden Pond Nature Center, 703-451-9588 (Pohick Creek)
• Huntley Meadows Park, 703-768-2525 (Little Hunting Creek)
• Lake Accotink Park, 703-569-3464
• Riverbend Visitor Center, 703-759-9018 (Potomac River)
• Sully Historic Site, 703-437-1794 (Cain’s Branch)
• Walney Visitor Center in Ellanor C. Lawrence Park, 703-631-0013 (Flatlick Branch, Big Rocky Run, Cub Run and Frog Branch)
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It’s that time of year again: “rutting sea-
son.” Deer are especially active during the 
months of October and November so resi-
dents can expect to have an increased num-
ber of encounters with local deer. 
As of July 2012, there have been 59 non-
reportable deer-related vehicle crashes in 
Fairfax County. There have also been 31 
reportable (damage over $1,500. dollars) 
collisions involving animals, predominate-
ly deer, as of mid-September 2012. Police 
caution motorists to stay alert for deer in 
the roadways and learn more about deer 
to decrease their chances of a deer/vehicle 
crash.
Know Deer Behaviors:
• Deer are especially active pre-dawn to 

mid-morning and dusk to early eve-
ning. These periods of activity corre-
spond with the time when many Fair-
fax County residents are going to and 
from work or school. 

• Deer breeding season runs October 
through December. Adult deer are 
highly mobile and especially active 
during the rut.

• Deer typically travel in herds. If you 
see one, there are likely several more 
nearby.

• Deer can be found throughout Fairfax 
County. Deer are edge species that 
easily survive in suburban areas and 
more natural areas including heavily 
wooded areas.

Be Alert when Driving:
• Always drive the posted speed limit. 

The more conservative you are with 
your speed, the more time you will 
have to brake if a deer runs across the 
road.

• Always wear your seat belt when in 
a vehicle. Severe injuries and/or fa-
talities are more likely to occur when 
belts aren’t worn.

• Use high-beams when there is no on-
coming traffic to improve your visibil-
ity. You will have a better view of adja-
cent woodland edges and open fields.

• Be aware of posted “Deer Crossing” 
signs. Signs are placed in areas known 
for high deer traffic and/or deer-vehi-
cle collisions.

• Be aware of “Deer Crossing” variable 
sign boards. Mobile sign boards are 
placed in areas known for high deer 
traffic and/or high deer-vehicle col-
lisions.

Be Prepared for Deer Encounters:
• Watch for eye shine along road-

sides. Immediately begin to 
slow your vehicle if you spot a 
deer. 

• Reduce speed and grasp the 
steering wheel firmly with both 
hands. You never know when 
a deer will attempt to cross a 
road. Deer can be unpredict-
able animals.

• If deer is frozen on the road, reduce 
speed and flash your headlights. Deer 
can become mesmerized or blinded 
by bright steady lights. 

• Never rely on hood whistles, car 
horns, or other devices to scare deer. 
Studies have shown these do not work.

• Never swerve to avoid deer on the 
road. Swerving can cause loss of con-
trol of your vehicle and greatly in-
crease chance of more serious damage 
or injury. 

Take your foot off the brake at time of im-
pact. This action reduces the likelihood of 
deer crashing through a windshield or win-
dows upon impact
If the animal is injured or killed, report 

the collision through the FCPD  non-
emergency line at 703-691-2131. 
To learn more about deer activity in Fair-

fax County, check http://www.fairfax-
county.gov/living/animals/wildlife/man-
agement/deer-management.htm. 

In 1985, the World Police and Fire Games Federation, 
a non-profit organization run by the California Police 
Athletic Federation, established the World Police and 
Fire Games. Today, these Games are a spectacular 10-
day international sporting event providing more than 
10,000 active and retired police officers, firefighters, 
and other public safety servants from around the world 
the opportunity to showcase their athletic ability in 
more than 60 sporting events. Fairfax County will 
have the honor of hosting the 2015 World Police and 
Fire Games. If you would like addiitonal information 
regarding the upcoming event you may email info@
fairfax2015.com. Additional details are also available 
on their website at http://www.Fairfax2015.com . 

Supervisor Cook hosts a monthly television show, Braddock Neighborhood 
News, on Fairfax County Channel 16 which is available on most cable networks. 
Each month, Supervisor Cook invites guests on to share pertinent and informa-
tive items with the viewers.
This month’s show features Nell Hurley, the Braddock District Planning Com-

missioner and Barbara Berlin, the Director of Zoning Evaluation for the Fairfax 
County Department of Planning and Zoning. Together with Supervisor Cook, 
they discuss the role of the Planning Commission and the Planning and Zoning 
Division, and also talk about the roles in each of them play in the development 
process.
The show airs throughout the month and can be seen Sundays at 5:00 p.m., 

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. and Fridays at 5:00 p.m.

Braddock Neighborhood news: A Look 
at the County Planning and Zoning 
Process

World Police and Fire Games 
coming to Fairfax in 2015


