Fairfax County Commission for Women

The commission’s charge is io promote the full equality
of women and girls in the county.

Commission for Women Meeting Minutes

Date: February 9, 2015

Time: 7:17 — 9:32 pm Location: Government

Center, Room 232

Meeting Commenced

Chair Bhatnagar called the meeting to order at 7:17 pm.

Commissioners Present

Cynthia Bhatnagar, Chair, Mason; Sondra Seba Hemenway,
Vice Chair, At-Large; Barbara Lippa, Treasurer, Sully; Laura
Sizemore, Student Representative; Kathryn Winters,
Springfield; Maria Vorel, Mount Vernon; Mattie Palmore,
Minority At-Large; Emily McCoy, Lee; Charlie Brown,
Braddock

Commissioners Absent

Binh Nguyen, Dranesville; Miriam Swydan Erickson,
Providence

Vacant Seats

Hunter Mill District

Visitors Danielle Coldn of Artemis House; Victoria Reinsel of Brave
Spirit Theatre; and Sylvie Nomeny

Recorder Michelle Mueller

Staff Present Ina Fernandez and Michelle Mueller

1. Introduction of Visitors

Discussion

Visitors introduced themselves.

2. Guest Speaker: Danielle Colon, Director of Artemis House

Discussion

Ms. Colén described Artemis House, Fairfax County’s only
24-hour emergency domestic violence shelter. They have
34 beds and are open to Fairfax County residents for a 45-
day stay. They are administered by Shelter House through
a contract with the County. Because they have a small
capacity for such a large county, they can only serve those
in extreme danger who are in immediate need of housing.
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Last year, 250 households were turned away. They provide
a range of services to help victims become self-sufficient
within 45 days but may extend the stay when needed.
Shelter House and OFWDSVS continue to work to provide
more shelter bedspace.

Commissioners asked about the process for starting a new
shelter. Ms. Fernandez explained that a public hearing is
required, which would reveal the location. There are many
requirements and pitfalls. If a group has resources, it makes
more sense to work with an existing program to expand their
capacity.

Transitional housing for domestic violence victims has
expanded, but more is needed.

Shelter House/Artemis House will have their annual brunch
fundraiser at the Westwood Country Club on April 9.

3. Introduction of New Braddock District Commissioner

Discussion

New Commissioner Charlie Brown introduced herself, and
the rest of the Commissioners welcomed her.

4. Approval of January Minutes

Discussion

Chair Bhatnagar asked the Commissioners to review the
January 2015 minutes.

Conclusions

Ms. Lippa moved to approve the minutes, and Ms. McCoy
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

5. Approval of December

Financial Reports

Discussion

Chair Bhatnagar asked the Commissioners to review the
January 2015 financial reports.

Conclusions

Ms. Seba Hemenway moved to approve the financial
reports, and Ms. Lippa seconded the motion, which passed
unanimously.

6. Fairfax County FY2016

Budget

Discussion

Ms. Fernandez outlined the County’s upcoming budget
process. The County Executive will release his proposed
budget on February 17. Ms. Mueller distributed an
abbreviated budget calendar, which included dates on which

the Commission could provide testimony. Ms. Mueller

Page 2 of 6




Commission for Women Meeting Minutes: February 9, 2015

agreed to reserve testimony slots for Chair Bhatnagar.

7. NACW Annual Membership

Discussion

Ms. Mueller stated that it was time to renew the
Commission’s NACW annual membership for $100.

Conclusions

Ms. McCoy moved to renew the NACW membership. Ms.
Vorel seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

8. Women’s History Month

Discussion

Ms. Mueller distributed copies of the invitation to the
Women'’s History Month proclamation reception on March 3.
Ms. Seba Hemenway pointed out that Breast Cancer
Awareness Month occurs in October.

9. Friends of the Commission Update

Discussion

Chair Bhatnagar reminded Commissioners of the joint
meeting with the Friends of the Commission for Women on
February 27 at 7 pm in room 232. Chair Bhatnagar is
drafting the agenda and agreed to send it to Commissioners
by February 16.

10. Human Trafficking

Discussion

Chair Bhatnagar reviewed the Human Trafficking
Awareness Month proclamation, which was a very
successful event. Ms. Mueller and Ms. Winters reported
that the Just Ask event at West Springfield High School
brought up by Supervisor Herrity at the proclamation was
also very successful. Just Ask is now in need of funding for
materials to run campaigns at other high schools.
Commissioners asked to get their previous sponsorship
listed on the Just Ask website.

Chair Bhatnagar and Ms. Mueller participated in the pilot
Just Ask Speakers’ Bureau training. The AAUW trafficking
training on January 25 cosponsored by the Commission was
very successful and had to be moved to a larger room
because of high turnout.

Chair Bhatnagar reported that members of the Fairfax City
Commission for Women attended the Commission’s Human
Trafficking Committee and began planning a joint activity.
The tentative plan is for an educational event with a panel.
They will meet again on March 2 at 7 pm in suite 339 of the
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Government Center. Ms. Mueller agreed to invite the
Alexandria and Arlington commissions as well.

Conclusion Ms. McCoy moved to authorize up to $1000 to purchase
Just Ask materials such as posters and bracelets. Ms. Seba
Hemenway seconded the motion, which passed
unanimously.

11. Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month

Discussion Ms. Mueller distributed a flyer for the Teen Dating Violence
Awareness Month Art Contest, and noted that winners will
be announced at a ceremony on February 27 at 4:30 pm.
She reported that OFWDSVS staff organizing the contest
were in need of gift card prizes for the winners.

Conclusions Ms. Seba Hemenway moved to authorize up to $200 for gift
card prizes for the Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month
Art Contest. Ms. Lippa seconded the motion, which passed
with one abstention. Ms. Vorel stated that she would like
more systematic consideration of budget priorities.

12. Retreat

Discussion Ms. Vorel distributed a draft agenda for the retreat, which
would last six hours. She reported that she had recruited a
facilitator. She and Ms. Winters asked Commissioners to
complete the online survey to determine a date.

13. Student Advisory Group

Discussion Ms. Sizemore said that she would report to Ms. Mueller a
workable day to convene the Student Advisory Group.

14. Turning Point Suffragist Memorial/Video

Discussion Ms. McCoy reported the she would have a planning meeting
with Edie Mayo and producer Val Bey on Friday.

15. DVPPCC Update

Discussion Ms. McCoy reported domestic violence lethality assessment
is being instituted countywide. The County has focused on
disproportionality and institutional racism.

16. Workplace Violence Policy

Discussion The DVPPCC Community Outreach Committee created the
dissemination plan, which would be discussed at the April
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DVPPCC meeting, pending meeting with Countywide
Domestic Violence Coordinator Sandy Bromley.

17. Community Reports

Discussion

Ms. Vorel reported that she had participated in Supervisor
Hyland’s Town Hall on January 31. She suggested that a
second Commission tablecloth would be useful. She
reported that she had met the new Commander of Fort
Belvoir. The Democratic Women of Clifton would like a
speaker on the suffragist memorial.

Ms. Lippa reported that she attended Supervisor Frey’s
State of Sully meeting.

Ms. Sizemore thanked Commissioners for their support of
Arts for Autism.

Ms. Mueller reported that Ms. Fernandez had received a
longevity award from the County for 25 years of service.

Ms. Palmore reported that she had attended the NAACP
Open House. There will be a town meeting on February 14
at Mt. Vernon Police Station. The South County Task Force
will meet on February 18.

Chair Bhatnagar attended Senator Saslaw’s town meeting.

Additional Meeting Inform

ation

Meeting Adjourned

The meeting adjourned at 9:32 p.m.

Materials Distributed

¢ Commission Meeting Notice and Agenda for February 9,
2015

o Meeting Minutes for January 2015
¢ Financial Reports for January 2015

e Fairfax County FY2016 Budget Calendar—selected
dates

¢ NACW Annual Conference notice
o Women'’s History Month proclamation

e Women'’s History Month invitation

o Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month Art Contest
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Flyer
e Draft Agenda for Commission Retreat

e Flyer for March 15 Human Trafficking Event by
Democratic Women of Clifton

Next Meeting March 9, 2015 at 7:15 pm at the Fairfax County Government
Center, conference room 232.
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