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May 25, 2010 

 

Board Matter of Chairman Sharon Bulova, Supervisor Penny Gross, and Supervisor Jeff McKay 

 

Letter of Support for 95/395 HOT Lanes Project 

 

 

The I-95/395 corridor is home to five major military sites that will soon experience extraordinary 

employment growth as a result of the Base Realignment and Closure Commission recommendations.   

The shifting of tens of thousands of positions from Metro-accessible sites to locations currently 

underserved by transit will significantly increase gridlock on our highways, major arterial routes and 

neighborhood streets.      

 

The I-95/395 HOT Lanes Project, which this Board has endorsed, will increase the capacity of the 

existing HOV system and equip it to better connect HOV and transit service to these and other growing 

employment centers.  The project will expand the existing HOV network, deliver new park & ride spaces, 

improve connectivity between major transit centers, and provide funding to support increased express bus 

service in the corridor.  Dynamic toll pricing will be used to manage traffic levels and enable faster, more 

predictable travel.  These improvements will be enabled through an innovative public-private partnership.   

 

The I-95/395 HOT Lanes Project will also support Fairfax County and the region’s economic recovery.  

A recent study by George Mason University suggests construction of the project could pump more than 

$3 Billion into the region’s economy and support nearly 15,000 full-time equivalent jobs.   

 

The County is working with VDOT and the project team to resolve  concerns and outstanding issues 

associated with the project. While we are seeking resolution to these issues it is important that the project 

secure financing, so that it can  move forward in a timely manner and  help mitigate the traffic impacts of 

the BRAC activity in the corridor. It has recently come to our attention that a critical piece of financing 

for the project is a request the Commonwealth of Virginia has made to secure credit assistance for the 

project through the Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA).    

 

With that background I move that the Board endorse the attached letter to Secretary of Transportation 

Ray LaHood in support of Virginia’s TIFIA request.  
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May 25, 2010 
 

The Honorable Ray LaHood  
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE  
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary LaHood: 
 
We appreciate your commitment to creating livable, sustainable communities that are supported by 
effective transportation networks and offer a broad range of transportation options.  These priorities are 
well aligned with the vision and values of Fairfax County.   Home to more than 1.2 million people, 
Fairfax County is actively working to ensure we have the infrastructure to support a robust economy, 
while preserving the neighborhoods and quality of life that make Fairfax County a wonderful place to 
live.   
 
With that shared commitment in mind, we urge you to support Virginia’s request for credit 
assistance for the I-95/395 HOT Lanes Project through the Transportation Infrastructure Finance 
and Innovation Act (TIFIA).    
 
It is critical that we work together to address the urgent transportation needs in the I-95/395 corridor.  The 
corridor is home to five major military sites that will soon experience extraordinary employment growth 
as a result of the Base Realignment and Closure Commission recommendations.   The shifting of tens of 
thousands of positions from Metro-accessible sites to locations currently underserved by transit will 
significantly increase gridlock on our highways, major arterial routes and neighborhood streets.      
The I-95/395 HOT Lanes Project will increase the capacity of  the existing HOV system and equip it to 
better connect HOV and transit service to these and other growing employment centers.  The project will 
expand the existing HOV network, deliver new park & ride spaces, improve connectivity between major 
transit centers, and provide funding to support increased express bus service in the corridor.  Dynamic toll 
pricing will be used to manage traffic levels and enable faster, more predictable travel.  These 
improvements will be enabled through an innovative public-private partnership.   
 
The I-95/395 HOT Lanes Project will also support Fairfax County and the region’s economic recovery.  
A recent study by George Mason University suggests construction of the project could pump more than 
$3 Billion into the region’s economy and support nearly 15,000 full-time equivalent jobs.   
 



We urge you to support Virginia and Fairfax County in meeting critical transportation needs in the I-
95/395 corridor by providing the TIFIA credit assistance.   
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Sharon Bulova 
 
cc: The Honorable Robert McDonnell, Governor, Commonwealth of Virginia 
The Honorable Sean Connaughton, Secretary of Transportation, VDOT 
The Honorable Jim Webb, U.S. Senator for Virginia 
The Honorable Mark Warner, U.S. Senator for Virginia 
The Honorable James P. Moran, U.S Congressman, 8th District of Virginia 
The Honorable Gerald E. Connolly, U.S. Congressman, 11th District of Virginia 
The Honorable Frank Wolf, U.S. Congressman, 10th District of Virginia 
 
 
 
 
  


	board matter
	letter

