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Now more than ever, energy efficiency and conservation is vital to
sustainable growth and redevelopment. Driven by demand, the price of
energy continues to increase. Energy use is also a significant contributor to
fossil fuel and greenhouse gas emissions.

To address the need for greater efficiency in county government, Fairfax
County recently formed the Energy Efficiency and Conservation
Coordinating Committee (EECCC). This committee is currently drafting an
energy policy for Board consideration. This policy will strengthen the
linkage between the Board’s commitment to reducing energy demand with
that of providing services and infrastructure to those who live and work in
the county.

Redevelopment areas that the Board of Supervisors has identified, including
Tyson’s Corner, present additional opportunities to promote sustainable
development in Fairfax County. For example, the Vision for Tyson’s Corner
lays out impressive environmental stewardship guidelines and calls for the
flexibility to implement comprehensive energy efficiency best practices as
possibilities emerge.

As stated in the Tyson’s Vision Document “The transformed Tyson’s should
be a model of environmental sustainability. In order to make this goal a
reality, strategies for protecting natural resources, managing stormwater,
restoring streams, and minimizing greenhouse gas emissions should be
updated and refined.”




“Strawman” language for the Areawide Comprehensive Plan for the Tysons
Corner Urban Center is currently being discussed by the Planning
Commission’s Tysons Corner Planning Committee. It is important that
language is included in the Areawide plan that encourages and supports
mechanisms for the implementation of energy efficiency, per the Vision
Document.

Energy efficiency could be achieved through best practices and strategies
that would support ideas such as district energy systems, the use of
alternative energy sources where possible, and district-scale environmental
performance measures.

To make sure that energy efficiency is addressed in the Tyson’s plan, I move
that the Board direct the Planning Commission and county staff to make sure
that language regarding energy efficiency is included in the plan.

I further move that the Board direct the Planning Commission and county
staff to develop a plan for energy efficiency in other revitalization areas
modeled on the plan created for Tysons. This countywide plan should come
before the Board’s Development Process Committee for discussion at a
future date.
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