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In ancient times, energy efficiency meant keeping the tribal cooking
fires well-fed with branches and twigs gathered from the nearby

forest. The gathering activity was not without some effort on the part of
the tribe. Over the centuries, we’ve found easier ways of providing
energy to cook our food, heat and cool our homes, support commerce
and operate emerging tools and technologies.

Today, most of our energy sources are from fossil fuels such as coal, oil
and natural gas and far too much of it is imported from other

countries. Regardless of the origins, our reliance on fossil fuels is not
sustainable and does not provide long-term supply security. It also takes
its toll on the environment as it is dug, pumped or blasted out of the
earth.

Thirty years ago, a similar story unfolded in Europe. Faced with
potentially crippling supply threats, weak economies and serious
environmental degradation countries such as Finland and Germany
framed new energy policies around long-term supply reliability,
technical flexibility and transportation alternatives.

Local leaders from Northern Virginia have been able to observe
firsthand the success of these policies through a Sister-Region
Partnership between the Northern Virginia Regional Commission
(NVRC) and the Verband Region of Stuttgart, Germany. In Stuttgart,
Helsinki and other European cities we saw large-scale applications of
renewable energies from wind, solar and biomass. We studied district
energy systems that combined heat and electrical power generation,
including waste-to-energy, and distributed it efficiently through
downtown central business districts.

Fairfax County has been a pioneer in energy innovation. An example is
our Waste-to-Energy facility in Lorton, where heat from burning
garbage is converted into energy that is then used to run the plant.



Essential elements of our Environmental Agenda include the efficient
use of energy resources, the promotion of energy conservation and
support for alternative energy sources. We have made notable strides
towards improving the energy efficiency of our County buildings,
facilities and operations — but we can do more.

Real progress can only be achieved in partnership with the private
sector. Redevelopment in Fairfax County, will offer significant
opportunities for creativity and collaboration that we must explore.
Additionally, technology is emerging that will help our residents and
corporate neighbors save money and precious natural resources as we
heat and cool our homes and offices and operate machinery and tools.

During 2011, Fairfax County will be making innovation and
collaboration for Energy that is clean, efficient, sustainable, secure and
reliable a priority. At a Business Roundtable Discussion in December |
presented a proposal to convene a Private Sector Energy Task Force.
The Task Force is meeting throughout the winter and spring and
includes representatives of the residential and business communities,
institutional representatives such as George Mason University, Northern
Virginia Community College, INOVA, and utilities operating in Fairfax
County.

The group’s purpose is to define steps our community can take to
position ourselves as a leader in the area of energy efficiency,
sustainability and “green” technology.

Fairfax County looks forward to collaborating with our neighboring
jurisdiction in Northern Virginia where similar efforts are underway.
Together we can ensure that our businesses remain competitive, while
attracting green business to complement our existing industry sectors
and serving as responsible stewards of our natural resources.
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