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Board Matter 

June 8, 2010 

 

Chairman Sharon Bulova  

Supervisor Lynda Smyth 

Supervisor Jeff McKay 

 

I-66 HOV Ramps at Monument and Stringfellow Rd 

 

Congestion along I-66 has continued to increase over the last several years without any 

significant increase in capacity.  Congestion outside of peak commuting periods is now a 

commonplace experience for our residents.  I-66 has two sets of reversible freeway ramps, 

at Monument Drive and at Stringfellow Road, that currently serve only high-occupancy 

vehicle (HOV) traffic during peak hours on weekdays.  They are closed to traffic during 

off-peak hours and weekends. VDOT has proposed to open these ramps to all traffic 

during off-peak hours and weekends to relieve congestion in the corridor. Opening these 

ramps would also help relieve traffic from heavily traveled adjacent interchanges with US-

50, the Fairfax County Parkway, and Route 28. Opening these ramps won’t solve the 

traffic problems on I-66 but represents a step in the right direction.  

 

In the summer of 2007, VDOT began conducting outreach meetings to request feedback 

on possible expanded operation of the ramps. Over the next two years VDOT met with 

many community stakeholders and in 2008, this Board unanimously voted to support the 



opening of these ramps. Until recently VDOT and Federal Highway Administration’s 

Virginia division had been debating the need for VDOT to submit an Interchange 

Justification Report (IJR). It has been brought to my attention that recently the FHWA 

Virginia Division has transmitted VDOT’s request to FHWA headquarters with their 

endorsement that an IJR is not required . As this request was being transmitted, 

Congressman Gerry Connolly sent the attached letter to Secretary LaHood asking for 

FHWA to expedite the long standing request. FHWA headquarters responded by asking 

VDOT to submit an Interchange Modification Report (IMR).  

 

With this background I move that the Board direct FCDOT staff to draft a letter for the 

Chairman’s signature to Secretary Connaughton expressing our desire for VDOT to 

compile the IMR and bring this process to a swift resolution, to begin working 

expeditiously with VDOT to compile the necessary data required for submission of the 

IMR to FHWA Virginia Division, that FCDOT notify the Board and Congressman 

Connolly of any issues related to the submission of the IMR so we can work with our 

Federal partners to bring about a timely resolution to an extensive and drawn out process, 

and to work with VDOT to prepare to make the necessary signage modifications at these 

ramps so that we are prepared to implement the changes promptly upon receiving approval 

from FHWA.  

 


