
Common Mistakes That Will Delay Your Name Change 

 

Please read this list of common mistakes. Mistakes in your name change documents 

will delay your name change request and will require that you submit new documents. 

 

 All names requested on the petition and in the order need to be in the “First 

Middle Last” format. Do not use initials. This includes blanks intended for the 

petitioner’s current name or new name and blanks intended for the petitioner’s 

parents’ names. Always use the person’s full name, and always write it in the 

“First Middle Last” format. 

 

 The petitioner’s mother’s maiden name must include the mother’s full name (First 

Middle Last), even if some or all of the names are the same as the mother’s 

current name. You must fill in blank with the mother’s full maiden name even if 

the mother has never changed her name. 

 

 The petition must be signed and notarized using your current legal name, not 

your new name. 

 

 All previous name changes (even those that resulted from marriage) must be 

included in your petition. The name changes need to be listed in the “from” and 

“to” format. For example: “The petitioner has previously had a change of name or 

changes of name, as follows: From First Middle Last to First Middle Last.” 

 

 Both the petition and the order must be signed by the petitioner. The petition 

must be notarized. The order does not need to be notarized. 

 


