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NOTICE TO FAMILY REGARDING RIGHT TO APPEAL

Any youth, parent, legal guardian/custodian, or representative of the agency holding legal custody of the youth, who is dissatisfied with the recommendations of the FAPT, including but not limited to the denial of access to the Team, may file a written request for appeal to the CPMT.   Existing state due process systems supporting special education, foster care, mental health, intellectual disability and substance abuse services will not be impacted by the Act. Nothing in the Fairfax-Falls Church Policy and Procedures Manual will confer any right upon a youth or family to receive services from a FAPT. There shall be no appeal of a decision by the FAPT to authorize services that are approved pending the availability of funding. The state required criteria for CSA eligibility as presented in the Fairfax-Falls Church Policy and Procedures Manual shall not in itself provide sufficient grounds for due process review.

At the conclusion of the FAPT meeting, if the family is present, the FAPT Leader will provide the youth and family with a document that includes notice of meetings and recommendations/approvals of the FAPT, and a Notice to Families Regarding Right to Appeal containing the CPMT-approved appeal policy.   

The appellant must submit a written request for FAPT appeal review within fourteen (14) calendar days of receipt of the FAPT authorization, to the CPMT Chair at the following address: 

Chair, the Fairfax-Falls Church CPMT, c/o CSA Staff
12011 Government Center Parkway, 5th Floor,

Fairfax, Virginia 22035
FAX: (703) 324-7929.

The CPMT or designee shall respond in writing to the person requesting the appeal.

The appellant may decide whether the appeal will be heard by a panel of the full CPMT or a three member CPMT panel, including at least one parent representative, appointed by the CPMT Chair. The Appeal Panel must hold a review within twenty-one (21) calendar days after receiving a request for appeal. If the appellant chooses a panel of the full CPMT, the hearing shall be heard at a regularly scheduled CPMT meeting. Appeal panel members will be trained on the appeal policy and procedures.  CPMT shall hear the appeal in executive session.

The appeal panel may uphold or alter the FAPT’s decision.  A decision in writing shall be rendered within five (5) business days of the appeal, to the person requesting the appeal, the case manager, and the FAPT Leader.

During the appeal process, all authorized services will remain in place and active until which time the CPMT appeal process has concluded. If the current authorization for services is due to expire within 30 days an expedited appeal will be heard by a three member panel, made up by designated members from the CPMT.

If new information that may have impacted the FAPT decision becomes available from other sources prior to the appeal review, with the concurrence of the appellant the case may return to the FAPT for re-review.
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