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Fairfax-Falls Church Community Services Board 
October 22, 2014 

 

 

The Board met in regular session at the Fairfax County Government Center, 12000 Government 

Center Parkway, Fairfax, VA. 

 

The following CSB members were present:  Ken Garnes, Chair; Gary Ambrose, Susan Beeman, 

Kate Hanley, Suzette Kern, Dallas “Rob” Sweezy, Diane Tuininga, Jeff Wisoff, Jane Woods and 

Spencer Woods 

 

The following CSB members were absent:  Pam Barrett, Paul Luisada, Lynn Miller, Juan Pablo 

Segura and Lori Stillman 

 

The following CSB staff was present:  Tisha Deeghan, Daryl Washington, Len Wales, Jeannie 

Cummins Eisenhour, Jean Hartman, Victor Mealy, Lisa Potter and Lyn Tomlinson  

 

1) Meeting Called to Order 

Ken Garnes called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  

 

2) Matters of the Public  

Dave Naylor, recently retired CSB staff, introduced himself as a representative of Friends of 

A New Beginning, noting he will be attending future CSB Board meetings in this capacity.  

Mr. Naylor expressed concerns with the lack of a continuum in the substance use disorders 

treatment area which may lead to further issues with this population.  

  

3) Approval of the Minutes 

Diane Tuininga offered a motion for approval of the September 24, 2014 Board meeting 

minutes of the Fairfax-Falls Church Community Services Board which was seconded and 

passed.   

 

4) Matters of the Board 

 Kate Hanley noted state Senator Janet Howell recently toured the Fairfax County jail and 

there was a focus on behavioral services provided at the facility. 

 As chair of the October 17 Wellness and Recovery conference, Susan Beeman extended 

appreciation to the CSB for its continued support of this educational outreach event.  A 

special thank you was extended to Belinda Buescher, Lara Larson, Dave Mangano and 

Laura Yager noting their invaluable individual contributions as well as former CSB staff 

member Pam Gannon and Laura Yager who jointly provided a great presentation entitled 

Deals and Thrills.  There were 202 registered participants including four Board members; 

Gary Ambrose, Susan Beeman, Suzette Kern and Jeffrey Wisoff, and 130 conference 

attendees were in scholarship.  It was indicated a detailed report will be provided at the 

November Substance Use Disorders/Mental Health (SUDs/MH) committee meeting. 
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5) Directors Report 

 Tisha Deeghan shared the 1
st
 Place Media Award recently received from the Office of 

Cultural & Linguistic Competency with the Department of Behavioral Health and 

Developmental Services (DBHDS).  As part of National Minority Mental Health 

Awareness month, this award recognized the exceptional efforts of the staff in CSB 

Wellness, Health Promotion and Prevention Services in producing a bilingual video on 

Mental Health first aid.   

 Following up on the decision to close Sojourn House due to staffing shortages, challenges 

in hiring qualified staff combined with underutilization of the program, Ms. Deeghan 

noted this has provided an opportunity to look at cross sector options in an effort to 

continue services through partnerships and other venues.  In response to concerns 

received as a result of the announced closing, it was indicated that although not the 

preference, there seems to be an understanding of the factors leading to this action.   

 Daryl Washington reported on the presentation of the Virginia Governor’s Healthcare 

Plan that was provided to the Board of Supervisors (BOS) Human Services Committee 

this past week noting: 

o An application has been made for an 1115 plan that would expand Medicaid for 

low income individuals with serious mental health issues (SMI).  The CSB 

estimates 650 presently served will qualify, although the reimbursement amount 

is not yet known, but will be based on a per person cap.  It is expected the CSB 

will be heavily involved in the screening and service portion of this expansion.   

o Opportunities will be available for health homes providing integrated services to 

the SMI population.  Although it has been indicated the initial pilot funding will 

be targeted to Southwest Virginia, given the array of services to be offered at 

Merrifield, staff is hopeful this model will provide leverage for access to the 

health home pilot in our area.   

o As part of the focus on decreasing Heroin and prescription drug abuse, the CSB 

may play an even greater role in working with the Governor’s task force while it 

also continues to be active in the county’s task force on Heroin abuse.    

 Mr. Washington indicated the potential integration of the fourth floor at the Merrifield 

Center was briefly addressed at the BOS committee meeting.  In the meantime, a tour is 

being scheduled with Inova as well as others involved, and as appropriate, the County 

Attorney’s office will become involved in the discussions.    

 Len Wales distributed a CSB Status Report, noting the outline was shared at a previous 

meeting.  The report provides data for FY2014 that includes people served, wait days for 

an assessment, wait time for emergency services as well as percentages of individual 

receiving primary care.  There are other categories such as employment and number of 

Temporary Detention Orders and Emergency Custody Orders that are under construction.   

In reviewing the outcome measures, it was indicated there were 21,000 individuals served 

and approximately 18,000 calls received at the Call Center.  It was also pointed out the 

criteria for data in some categories will need to be refined based on state vs. local 

standards.  The intent is to provide this information on a quarterly basis to coincide with 

the State Performance Contract data.   
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6) Committee Reports 

A. Fiscal Oversight Committee         

Ms. Kern reported the October meeting will be held Friday, October 24
th

 in which there 

will be an update of the NEOGOV system along with a primer on Medicaid in an effort 

to provide a better understanding of its application to CSB services.  An invitation was 

extended to all Board members to attend. 

 

B. Government and Community Relations Committee   

Rob Sweezy reported talking points of significant legislative issues will be compiled 

for the Board members’ use when meeting with legislators prior to the upcoming 

General Assembly session.  Among some of the issues previously identified are funding 

for individuals leaving the training centers including Medicaid Waiver rate increases 

and housing financing assistance, transportation services, as well as sustainable funding 

for early intervention services for infants and toddlers.  In an effort to ensure the issues 

correlate with the county’s program, staff will request feedback from the county 

legislative office as to which CSB issues have been retained as the program continues 

to be finalized.  Board members were encouraged to set up meetings with their assigned 

legislators early in December prior to their heading to Richmond.   

 

C.    Intellectual Developmental Disability (IDD) Committee 

A report was not available.  

 

D. Substance Use Disorders/Mental Health (SUDs/MH) Committee   

Referencing the October meeting notes included in the Board agenda packet, Ms. 

Beeman highlighted the focus center on the upcoming budget submission as well as a 

possible committee name change. 

 

7) Action Items 

A. CSB Priority Access Guidelines Amendment: 

Daryl Washington indicated the change being presented to the CSB Priority Access 

Guidelines is a result of a DBHDS mandate for services to individuals requesting 

treatment for opioid drug abuse, including prescription pain medication.  As the 

requirement became effective July 1, 2014, the CSB has incorporated this practice into 

services provided and needs to ensure it is clearly defined in the CSB Guidelines.   

Suzette Kern offered a motion that the CSB Priority Access Guidelines be amended as 

presented which was seconded and the motion passed.   

 

B. CSB Policies Review and Comment Period 

Noting the Board is tasked with a triennial review of CSB policies, Ms. Kern indicated 

updates of three policies are currently being presented which consist of: 1) 0005, 

Definitions, to clarify CSB as an agency vs. the governing board; 2) 0020, Vision 

Mission and Value Statement to incorporate the language approved in June 2014 within 

the CSB Strategic Plan; and 3) 0030, Priority Access to CSB Services to add the language 

adopted within the CSB Priority Access Guidelines.  These updated policies are being 

presented for the Board’s approval to issue for public review and comment.  Following 
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the comment period, the policies will be revised as appropriate and submitted to the 

Board for final adoption.   

Suzette Kern offered a motion for approval to issue CSB Policies 005, 0020, and 0030 as 

revised for a 30-day public review and comment period which was seconded and passed.   

 

C. FY 2016-FY 2020 Capital Improvement Program: 

Noting the initial presentation was made at the September CSB Board meeting, Jeannie 

Cummins Eisenhour provided the long term, five-year CSB Capital Improvement 

Program (CIP) for Board approval.  Clarification was requested of the district in which 

the Woodburn Crisis Care facility is located, either Mason or Providence, and once 

determined, the submission be revised as appropriate.     

Taking into account the revisions discussed, Jeff Wisoff moved that the Board approve 

the CSB recommendations for the County’s FY2016 to FY2020 Capital Improvement 

Program as revised which was seconded and passed. 

 

8)   Other Matters:   

 With the legislative action to change the filing frequency of state financial disclosure 

statements, it is unclear whether CSB Board members will be required to submit 

statements twice a year.  In addition, there may be change in the upcoming date for filing 

statements:  December 15, 2014 vs. January 15, 2015.  Mr. Garnes indicated he would 

check into this and provide Board members with guidance.     

 In response to the possibility of pursuing some of the additional state and federal outreach 

funding for the CSB’s Financial Assessment and Screening Teams (FAST), Daryl 

Washington indicated he will follow up to determine any options available.  

    

There being no further business to come before the Board, a motion to adjourn was offered, 

seconded and carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        November 19, 2014         _    _____________________________________________        
Date             Staff to Board 

Actions Taken-- 

 The September 2014 meeting minutes were approved. 

 Approval of CSB Priority Access Guidelines as amended. 

 Approval for three updated CSB Policies to be issued for public review and 

comment. 

 Approval of the FY2016-FY2020 CIP submission as revised. 


