
Thank you to all the families who participated in the annual state Infant & Toddler 
Connection survey.  Based on your feedback, we will make adjustments to our services 
as we continually strive to improve for the children of Fairfax County and City of Falls 
Church.  
We apologize for the delay in insurance billing. We are actively seeking to enter insurance networks 
so the financial liability to our families is minimized.  ITC anticipates that all claims for services will be 
submitted to insurance companies by the end of November 2010.  Bills will be mailed to families 
once claims are adjudicated by your insurance company.  Your bill from us will be adjusted to reflect 
your in network rate for services up to $25 per visit, not to exceed your monthly family fee cap if 
you have established one with your Service Coordinator.  We do not wish to cause financial hardship 
for any family and will work with you to arrange payment plans as needed. A customer service phone 
number will be included with your bill.  Thank you for your patience with this process.   

If you have any questions, concerns or compliments, please feel free to contact me.    

Allan Phillips, Director 703-246-7170                                 allan.phillips@fairfaxcounty.gov 

October/November 2010 

Volume 15, Issue 5 

Early Times 
Infant & Toddler Connection of Fairfax-Falls Church                                         703-246-7121 

3750 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA  22030             Part of the Infant and Toddler Connection of Virginia 
The Vision of the Infant & Toddler Connection of Fairfax-Falls Church is:  All infants and toddlers with a developmental need are identified, supported, accepted, included and valued in their 
family and community. 

Inside this issue: 

AT & Halloween 2 

Parent Resource 
Center 

2 

Upcoming Events/
Workshops 

3 

Pets with Disabilities 4 

Cancellation Policy 4 

  

  

Infant & Toddler 
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ITCFF’s PURPOSE 
The Infant & Toddler Connec-
tion of Fairfax-Falls Church 
provides evaluations and early 
intervention services to eligible 
infants and toddlers who have a 
developmental delay and who 
are younger than three years 
old. Early intervention supports 
and services focus on increas-
ing the child's participation in 
family and community activities 
that are important to the fam-
ily. In addition, supports and 
services focus on helping par-
ents and other caregivers know 
how to find ways to help the 
child learn during everyday 
activities. These supports and 
services are available for all 
eligible children and their fami-
lies regardless of the family's 
ability to pay. 

A Note from the Director 

VIRGINIA FAMILY INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION MONTH, October 2010 

Governor’s Proclamation, Commonwealth of Virginia 

Whereas, parents are the child’s first and most influential teacher and all parents have hopes and 
goals for their children; and 

Whereas, Virginia believes that parents and families are major influences on their child’s perspective of 
education; and 

Whereas, when parents and families are actively involved in their child’s school, success is usually the 
end result; and 

Whereas, children rely on their parents’ and family’s support and encouragement to foster a love of 
learning and families attend to the needs of their children in assuring that they arrive at school well 
rested, in good health and ready to learn; and 

Whereas parents and families monitor homework, attend school events, are members of school 
groups, support the work of teachers and talk with their children about school life; and 

Whereas, parent and family involvement, which requires a vision, policy and framework, must be a 
legitimate element of education; and 

Whereas, a strong partnership between educators and families is necessary in order for our children to 
achieve success in school and become productive citizens contributing to our communities and 
society; and 

Whereas, the Virginia Parent Information Resource Center, a program of PEATC, and the Virginia PTA 
are committed to helping parents, schools and communities work together to build these better futures 
for our children; 

Now, Therefore, I, Bob McDonnell, Governor of Virginia, do hereby proclaim October 2010 and each 
future October as FAMILY INVOLVEMENT IN EDUCATION MONTH throughout the 
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA, and urge all parents, educators and citizens to join me in 
recognition of the importance of parental involvement in their children’s schools, lives and in the 
education community. 



4th Friday Playgroup ~ Oct. 22 & Nov. 19 (3rd 
Friday of the month) from 10am-11:30am 
Friday, October 22:  Van Dyck Park, 3720 Old Lee 
Highway, Fairfax 

ITC mini pumpkin patch, crafts, snacks and more 
Friday, November 19:  Barnes & Noble Bookstore, 12193 
Fair Lakes Promenade Dr. , Fairfax  703-278-0300 

Story time at 10:30am, snacks & socializing 

RSVP never needed, siblings welcome 
For details, call Andrea Adelmann, Family Resource Co-
ordinator, at 703-246-5351 or  email andrea.adelmann@ 

fairfaxcounty.gov . 

El Cuarto Viernes del Mes " - diversión para las 
familias...  22 de Octubre & 19 de Noviembre 
(3rd viernes del mes) de 10am-11:30am 

Viernes, 22 de Octubre:  Van Dyck Park, 3720 Old Lee 
Highway, Fairfax  -  ITC Jardin de Calabazas, ofreceremos 
manualidades meriendas y mucho mas. 
viernes, 19 de Noviembre:  Barnes & Noble Bookstore, 
12193 Fair Lakes Promenade Dr., Fairfax  703-278-0300 
Leeremos cuentos a las 10:30am.  Esta es una buena opor-
tunidad para conocer a otras familias y disfrutar.  Para mas 
información llame a Andrea Adelmann al 703-246-
5351.  Deje un mensaje con su nombre, el nombre de su 
hijo(a) y numero de teléfono en español.   
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Fourth Friday Family Fun Playgroup / "El Cuarto Viernes del Mes " - diversión para las familias...  

Assistive Technology (AT) Halloween Tips from Tots-n-Tech  http://tnt.asu.edu/
Handing out candy is a great way for children to see all the costumes and excitement of Halloween without the some-
times-overwhelming task of participating. If the child is able, have them hand out the candy. They can have a sign that 
says “Please take just one” or “Great Costumes”. If switches are available, use them with an appropriate message. Re-
member, they can do this once or twice, early in the evening when it is a little quieter for the experience.  
Trick or Treating is exciting for all children! Here are some ideas to have children participate in the activities. If the 
child is going out to trick or treat have them practice saying “trick or treat” and “thank you”. If the child is non-verbal 
have he or she carry a sign saying “trick or treat” and “thank you”; have the sign taped on their candy sack or bag. 
Voice output switches can be programmed to say “trick or treat” and “thank you”, have the child hit the switch when 
appropriate. This will enable them to participate more on an active level.  

The Fairfax County Public Schools’ (FCPS) Parent Resource 
Center (PRC) has a new expanded location on the first floor 
in Room 105 at Dunn Loring Center for Parent Services.  Dunn 
Loring Center is located at 2334 Gallows Road, Dunn Loring.  
Although you may not yet have a child in the FCPS system, feel 
free to stop by and browse the newly expanded lending library, 
read a book, review a DVD, check out a resource, or sign up to 
attend a workshop.   
Do you have questions about the special education process, 
your child’s IEP, parenting a child with special needs or other 

topics?  Call the PRC to schedule an appointment with a parent 
liaison at 703-204-3941 or 703-204-3955 for Spanish.   
Visit the PRC web site at www.fcps.edu/cco/prc or download 
the PRC brochure (also translated in Arabic, Chinese, Farsi,  

Korean, Spanish, Urdu, and Vietnamese) at  
www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/about.html.   To view the library selec-
tions, go to http://www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/prclibry.htm.  It’s never 
to early to find out about school resources. 

 

Parent Resource Center (PRC) 

Excerpt on Halloween from Dream Mom’s perspective (DreamMomBlogspot.com):  Now then, while I did dress Dear 
Son up for Halloween, I didn’t always take him out in the early years. One year though, the weather cooperated and 
we went out. Dear Son had a communication device that he operated with his feet. I tied the communication device to 
his wheelchair footrests and programmed it to say, “Trick or Treat”. It was not only a lot of fun but it was great ther-
apy to have Dear Son pressing that communication device over and over again with his foot. What great practice! Now 
timing, was another thing! I tried to have him wait until the people answered their doorbell but he’s start hitting the 
communication device with his foot as we walked up the driveway. And people just loved him! They’d see him and 
comment on his costume and give him ten times the amount of candy that they’d give the other kids. So my point is 
that you do this for you too! It’s all part of being part of a group, being part of a community and being part of life! 
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Supporting Your Bilingual/Multilingual Learners 
Multilingual Living is a blog about raising bilingual children, with 
texts submitted by readers.  There are many useful ideas and 
recommendations of textbooks, reading materials and more.  
To read more, go to www.multilingualliving.com.   
The Spanglish Baby is a website about raising bilingual children in 
Spanish and English.  It is full of useful information with reader 
suggestions.  The site is at www.spanglishbaby.com.  
 

¡Especialmente para los padres de bebés!  La caricia perfecta 
— Las historias y el arte de escuchar 

¡A los bebés les encanta agarrar y tocar cualquier cosa que está 
al alcance de sus manos! Los libros con texturas son una forma 
muy divertida de combinar agarrar, tocar y leer. Los libros para 
tocar y sentir son un excelente recurso para contarles historias o 
cuentos a los niños pequeños.  Para mas información: 

http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/pgparents_span.php 
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October 2010 Upcoming Workshops/Events  
Thursday, October 21   4:00-7:00 p.m. 
Children Together Fall Conference $50 before 10/14 
First Baptist Church of Alexandria  $50 before 10/14 
2932 King Street, Alexandria 

The conference will feature two workshops specifically geared towards 
parents of young children with special needs, one of which will be of-
fered in Spanish.  To register and for more info, go to www.children-
together.org.  

Thursday, October 21   7:00-9:00 p.m. 

The ABCs of Good Behavior—Reduce Challenging Behaviors in 
Early Childhood   
Centreville Elementary School  FREE 
14330 Green Trails Blvd., Centreville, VA 20121 

Join FCPS Behavior Intervention Teachers to learn strategies to help 
reduce the likelihood of challenging behaviors in early childhood. Discuss 
specific challenging behaviors you are experiencing in your child.  Please 
register by calling the Parent Resource Center at 703-204-3941 or 
online at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/TBWKTWV.   

Sabado, 23 de octubre   9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
1era Conferencia Anual de Autismo El evento es gratuito 
Bailey’s Elementary School Cafeteria 
6111 Knollwood Dr., Falls Church 

Informese sobre el espectro de Autismo y la Intervencion  

Neuropsicologica — Dr. Rafael Oliveras-Rentas Psy.D.  Para mayor 
informacion comuniquese con Rosalia o Patricia al 703-923-0010, PEATC 

Saturday, November 6   8:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
16th Annual Circle of Support ~ A Conference for Families of 
Children with special needs & professionals  

Hylton High School    $30 before 10/4 

14051 Spriggs Rd., Woodbridge   $40 after 10/4 
Topics of interest include pediatric sleep disorders, promoting 
social relationships, sensory motor integration and more.  Lim-
ited childcare,  sibshops & Spanish interpreters available.  For more in-
formation, call 703-730-3124 or see www.arcgpw.org. 
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November 2010 

NICHCY es la sigla del Centro Nacional de Diseminación de 
Información para Niños con Discapacidades. Servimos al país 
como fuente central de información sobre: 
las discapacidades que pueden tener los infantes, niños pre-
escolares, estudiantes, y jóvenes adultos; 
IDEA (el Acta para la Educación de los Individuos con Discapaci-
dades), la ley nacional de educación especial; 
No Child Left Behind (Que Ningún Niño se Quede Atrás), por la 
relación que esta ley tiene con las discapacidades; 
Información basada en la investigación sobre las prácticas educa-
tivas efectivas. Siéntase libre de comunicarse con nostros en 
español o inglés. Estamos aquí para escucharle, y sería un placer 
ayudarle. Mientras tanto, le invitamos a explorar nuestra página 
Web para que aproveche de todo lo que ofrecemos. 

http://www.nichcy.org/spanish/Pages/default.aspx  

Websites You Can Use 

Thursday, October 14   8:00— 4:30pm 

Wrightslaw Special Education Law &  $125 Individual 

Advocacy Conference   $175 Couple 

Jepson Alumni Executive Center, University of Mary Washington 

1119 Hanover Street 
Fredericksburg, VA 22401 
 One-day special education law and advocacy programs 
focus on four areas: 
- special education law, rights and responsibilities  
- tests and measurements to measure progress & regression  
- SMART IEPs  
- introduction to tactics & strategies for effective advocacy 
The program is not disability specific.  For more information and to regis-
ter, go to http://www.wrightslaw.com/speak/10.10.va.htm 
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To request this information in an alternate format, call ITC-FFC, 703-246-7180, 703-538-5292 (TTY).  Fairfax County is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination in all county programs, ser-
vices and activities and will provide reasonable accommodations upon request. To request special accommodations call ITC-FFC, 703-246-7180, 703-538-5292 (TTY). Please allow seven 
working days in advance of the event in order to make the necessary  arrangements. 

Pets with Disabilities 
Many of us are animal lovers, but have not given much 
thought to pets that have some of the same disabilities as 
we do, including blindness, loss of limbs, and paralysis.  It 
is often difficult to find homes for these pets as they re-
quire extra care, time, and sometimes money.  Pets With 
Disabilities is a nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting the adoption of dogs and cats with disabilities. The organization 
serves as a shelter and an adoption placement aid for animals that have been injured through trauma or disabled by illness. Pets 
With Disabilities provides invaluable support and resources for the families of disabled pets and for shelters attempting to place 
special-needs animals into loving homes. For the animals it helps place, Pets With Disabilities is a bridge to a better life; for the few 
that it cannot place, Pets With Disabilities is a lifelong home.  Pets With Disabilities is located in Prince Frederick, Maryland.  If you 
are thinking of adopting a pet, or if you need help with your own pets, please visit www.PetswithDisabilities.org 

Infant & Toddler Connection 
of Fairfax-Falls Church 

3750 Old Lee Highway 
Fairfax, VA  22030 

Phone: 703-246-7121 

Address Correction Requested 

Cancellation Policy   Occasionally appointments may be cancelled by you or your interventionist. When this happens, cancellations 
are not typically made up because interventionists do not have blocks of time available for rescheduling missed appointments.  Families should 
continue to utilize the strategies for everyday activities presented during previous visits.  If you need to cancel an appointment, please contact 
your interventionist directly, or contact ITC at 703-246-7121.  

Cancellations Due to Illness:  If your child or a family member is sick, please call to cancel your visit as soon as you can. Appointments 
should be cancelled if the child is not feeling well enough to participate in the visit, or if any of the following conditions are present: 

Fever of 100 degrees during the last 24 hours   Diarrhea                                                  Mouth sores 

Two or more vomiting episodes during the last 24 hours  Unexplained rash with fever or behavioral changes  

Other communicable diseases   Conjunctivitis (Pink eye) up until 24 hours after treatment has been initiated 

No-Shows:  Families are expected to cancel their appointments early enough that the interventionist would be able to schedule another 
family for that time period. If two consecutive appointments are missed without previous cancellation, or if appointments are frequently 
missed, the Service Coordinator will be notified and intervention sessions will be suspended. The Service Coordinator will contact the family 
to determine the barriers to service delivery and may schedule an IFSP review to identify and solve any problems.  
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