
On August 31, Infant & Toddler Connection of Fairfax-Falls Church gathered ap-

proximately fifty graduates of our program and their families at Van Dyck Park in 
Fairfax, to celebrate their transition from Early Intervention services to community 

based activities and programs, such as FCPS preschool programs. The graduation 
party was an inaugural event to celebrate the significant milestone achievements of each child in 

ITC.   ITC agency therapists, service coordinators, administrative staff, and contracted provid-
ers welcomed the smiling faces of children they have served, and offered words of encourage-

ment and reflection as families discussed their future plans. Parents of children had the oppor-
tunity to visit with ITC team members who supported their children and many expressed their 
appreciation for how ITC had helped them.  I lead the graduation ceremony, announcing each 

graduate’s name and presenting them with a certificate and book in honor of their accomplish-
ments.  We look forward to seeing even 

more families at next year’s graduation!   
 

As always, please contact me should you 
have any unaddressed concerns.   

 Allan Phillips, Director    
 703-246-7170  

 allan.phillips@fairfaxcounty.gov 
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Infant & Toddler 

Connection of 

Fairfax-Falls Church 

ITCFF’s PURPOSE 
The Infant & Toddler Connection 

of Fairfax-Falls Church provides 

early intervention supports and 

services to infants and toddlers 

from birth to age three who are 

not developing as expected or 

who have a medical condition 

that can delay normal 

development. Early intervention 

supports and services focus on 

increasing the child's participation 

in family and community activities 

that are important to the family. 

In addition, supports and services 

focus on helping parents and 

other caregivers know how to 

find ways to help the child learn 

during everyday activities. These 

supports and services are 

available for all eligible children 

and their families regardless of 

the family's ability to pay. 

A Note from the Director 

Government Action 
Governor McDonnell Signs Autism Insurance Reform into Law  

Virginia Governor Robert McDonnell signed House Bill 2467 and Senate Bill 1062, which will 

become law effective January 1, 2012. This new law requires insurance companies to provide autism 

therapies for children ages 2 thru 6 with a $35,000 annual cap.  The Virginia Autism Project began 

working on legislation to require insurance coverage for medical treatment for autism years ago.  In 

reports released over the past few years, the Virginia Secretary of Health and Human Resources and 

the Joint Legislative Audit Review Commission acknowledge that insurance coverage is only a part of 

the comprehensive services required to address the unique barriers facing people with autism.  For 

more information, visit http://www.virginiaautismproject.org. 

US Department of Education Releases Part C Regulations 

On September 6, 2011, the U.S. Department of Education released the final regulations for the early 

intervention program under Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). These 

final regulations will help improve services and outcomes for America’s infants and toddlers with 

disabilities and their families.  "As everyone who works in education understands, one of the most 

important things we can offer children is a high-quality early learning experience that prepares them 

for kindergarten," said U. S. Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan. "This is true for all children—but 

it's especially important for infants and toddlers with disabilities to have access to high-quality early 

intervention services that prepare them to successfully transition to preschool and kindergarten. 

The Part C regulations will support the commitment to the goal of preparing more children with 

high needs with a strong foundation for success in school and beyond." The regulations are posted at 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/news.html. 

http://www.virginiaautismproject.org
https://mail.fairfaxcounty.gov/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/news.html


APPS 
 Want to stay connected to your local government? 

Fairfax County has released an app for iPhones, iPods and 
iPads that will make it easy to access county information on 

the go. The free app is currently available on iTunes.  The 
first version of the app features nine areas including Contact 

Us, Locations, Calendars, NewsWire, Alerts, Social Media, 
Transportation, Supervisors, Search Site.  The nine icons can 
be rearranged to your preferences. Most content can be 

sent via email or text message. The county is planning for 
more icons, information and features for the next version of 

the app, including mobile-friendly online services, enhanced 
mapping tools and more.  
 

 NICHCY is very pleased to offer a new app for 

android phone users. It's called DisAbilityConnect. With just 
a tap of your finger, you can find the contact information for 

organizations offering info on disabilities, special education, 
early intervention, support groups, and many more disability 
connections.  DisAbilityConnect is easy to download to 

your android phone. Just go to: 
 https://market.android.com/details?id=com.amdee.disabilityconnect   
 

BLOGS & PODCASTS 

 SCAN launched a BLOG this summer called Building 
Blocks.  The blog is your go-to spot for the latest in child 

welfare news, creative thoughts for parents, giveaways and 
more!  Also from SCAN, PARENTING PODCASTS.  

Thanks to a grant from AT&T, SCAN is producing short, 
informative shows on parenting challenges. The first three 
podcasts are now available for download and feature WJLA 

News Anchor Leon Harris.  Listen today, then subscribe to 
receive updates as SCAN publishes new podcasts with other 

local celebrities.  Check out the Podcasts for Parents on 
iTunes!  For more information on both of these and links to 

subscribe, go to www.scanva.org. 
 

 NICHCY also has a BLOG!  
The National Dissemination Center 

(NICHCY) brings you resources and 
information to effectively serve infants, 
toddlers and students with disabilities.  See 

all of NICHCY's blogs at http://nichcy.org/
blog, penned by NICHCY director Elaine  

Mulligan. 
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Technology to Keep You in the Know! 

Resources on Child Development from the Early 
Head Start National Resource Center  

http://www.ehsnrc.org/Publications/sharing_knowledge.htm  
The Sharing Knowledge with Infant – Toddler Teachers and 

Home Visitors Series for Early Head 
 

Infant Toddler Temperament Tool  
http://www.ecmhc.org/temperament/index.html  

This tool helps parents and caregivers explore their own 
temperament traits, as well as those of a child for whom they 
provide care. Results support parents and caregivers in 

understanding how adult and child similarities and differences 
in temperament traits may affect "goodness of fit" and 

provide tips to foster the unique temperament of each child 
within their care.  
 

Teaching Young Children Self-Control Skills 
http://www.nasponline.org/resources/handouts/revisedPDFs/selfcontrol.pdf   

Self-control is an important skill for all children to learn.  If 
students are taught self-control at an early age, then they will 

feel better about the choices that they do make. This website 
is from NASP, the National Association of School 

Psychologists. 
 

Seven Ingredients of Resilience: Information for  
Parents 
http://www.nasponline.org/publications/cq/pdf/V38N6_SevenIngredientsofResilience 
 

 

SCAN’s Resource Guide 
http://www.scanva.org/downloads/ParentConnection_SummerFall2011.pdf 

A comprehensive listing of parenting classes, support groups, 
playgroups, etc. The guide is updated quarterly and 

distributed in hard copy and online. SCAN also has 
information available in Spanish on their website at 

http://www.scanva.org/esp/index.htm  
 

Operation Autism: A Resource Guide for Military 

Families 
http://www.operationautismonline.org/ 

Operation Autism is a web-based resource specifically 
designed and created to support military families that have 

children with autism.  
 

Parents Guide to Special Education in Virginia 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/special_ed/parents/index.shtml 
is now posted E-pub format. This lets all users take advantage 

of the accessibility features built into portable electronic 
readers such as the IPAD, IPHONE, Kindle, Nook, etc (you 

can enlarge the font, change the font, increase brightness, 
create electronic bookmarks, use a built in dictionary, 

navigate to pages. etc.). 
 

State of Virginia Special Education Regulations 
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/special_ed/regulations/state/regs_speced_disability_va.pdf 

  

 

Websites You Can Use 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/fairfaxcounty/id440217640?mt=8
https://market.android.com/details?id=com.amdee.disabilityconnect
http://www.scanva.org
http://nichcy.org/blog
http://nichcy.org/blog
http://www.ehsnrc.org/Publications/sharing_knowledge.htm
http://www.ecmhc.org/temperament/index.html
http://www.nasponline.org/resources/handouts/revisedPDFs/selfcontrol.pdf
http://www.nasponline.org/publications/cq/pdf/V38N6_SevenIngredientsofResilience
http://www.scanva.org/downloads/ParentConnection_SummerFall2011.pdf
http://www.scanva.org/esp/index.htm
http://www.operationautismonline.org
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/special_ed/parents/index.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/special_ed/regulations/state/regs_speced_disability_va.pdf
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October 2011 Upcoming Workshops/Events  

Friday, October 7   10am-12pm 

Anxiety in Children & Adolescents Workshop  
FCPS Dunn Loring Center for Parent Services FREE 

2334 Gallows Road, Entrance 2, Room 108, Dunn Loring  
Dr. Erin Berman, clinical psychologist at the National Institute 

of Mental Health, will discuss symptoms and treatments for 
anxiety disorders.  For more information and to register, go to 

http://www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/index.htm. 
 

Friday, October 7   8am-6pm 
Conference:  Helpful Interventions for Children 

with Fragile X Syndrome, Autism and other 
Neurodevelopment Disorders  

Burke Centre Woods Community Center   $70 pp 
10100 Wards Grove Circle, Burke   
For more information & to register by October 1, go to  

http://fragilexnorthernvirginia.com/  
 

Monday, October 17   12-1pm 

PEATC Webinar for Families & Professionals  
“Behavior Basics” 
All webinars are FREE but registration is required to receive log 

in information prior to the event.  To register, please call 
PEATC at (703) 923-0010.  
 

Thursday, October 27   10pm 
“Lives Worth Living” Documentary on the Emmy 
Award-winning PBS series Independent Lens 

Lives Worth Living is a window into a world inhabited by 
people with an unwavering determination to live their lives like 

everyone else, and a look back into a past when millions of 
Americans lived without access to schools, apartment buildings, 

and public transportation.  
 

Tuesday, November 8  10am-12pm 
Strategies to Support Non-Verbal Children of All Ages  

FCPS Dunn Loring Center for Parent Services FREE 
2334 Gallows Road, Entrance 1, Room 100, Dunn Loring  

Office of Special Education Instruction staff will teach effective 
strategies to help support your non-verbal child. Free CD of 

resources to use at home!  For more information and to 
register, go to http://www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/index.htm. 
 

Monday, November 14  12-1pm 

PEATC Webinar for Families & Professionals  
“Friends & Fun” Building New Friendships Workshop 

All webinars are FREE but registration is required to receive log 
in information prior to the event.  To register, please call 

PEATC at (703) 923-0010.  
 

Friday, November 18   11am-1pm 
1st Annual Respite Care Fair 

FCPS Dunn Loring Center for Parent Services FREE 
2334 Gallows Road, Entrance 1, Room 105, Dunn Loring  

Respite care providers will display information and resources. 
Refreshments & door prizes.  For more information and to 

register, go to http://www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/index.htm. 
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November 2011 

NACo Award for ITC 
 

Infant & Toddler Connection of Fairfax-Falls Church re-

cently received an award from the National Association of 
Counties (NACo).  The 2011 Achievement award was 

granted to the partnership of ITC, the Therapeutic Recre-
ation Division of Neighborhood and Community Services 

(T-Rec), and Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS) for the 
―Pathways to Preschool‖ program, an eight week summer 

program for transitioning two-year-olds, who are moving 
from early intervention to FCPS special education services 

in the fall.  The award was presented by the Fairfax Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors on September 13.  Congratula-

tions to all!   
 

Pictured left to right are: Kelly Matthews (ITC), Susan Sig-

ler (ITC), Jane Stuart (ITC), Katelyn Masterson (T-Rec), 
Allan Phillips (ITC), Sandi Dallhoff (T-Rec), and Mitch Blair 

(ITC).  

http://www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/index.htm
http://fragilexnorthernvirginia.com
http://www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/index.htm
http://www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/index.htm
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/


To request this information in an alternate format, call ITC-FFC, 703-246-7180, 703-538-5292 (TTY).  Fairfax County is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination in all county programs, ser-
vices and activities and will provide reasonable accommodations upon request. To request special accommodations call ITC-FFC, 703-246-7180, 703-538-5292 (TTY). Please allow seven 
working days in advance of the event in order to make the necessary  arrangements. 

Congratulations Monique! 
 

On July 22, ITC’s own Service Coordinator Monique Lewis was awarded Fairfax County’s  

Outstanding Performance Award.  George Braunstein, Executive Director of the Fair-

fax-Falls Church Community Services Board (CSB) stated, ―I am very pleased to let you 

know that we have eight CSB employees receiving the county’s Outstanding Performance 

Award this summer.  These awards give us an important opportunity to recognize and ap-

plaud our outstanding colleagues.  They also give the rest of the county a glimpse of who 

we are and the critical work we do at the CSB.‖  Way to go Monique! 
 

Infant & Toddler Connection 

of Fairfax-Falls Church 

3750 Old Lee Highway 
Fairfax, VA  22030 

Phone: 703-246-7121 

Address Correction Requested 

Cancellation Policy   Occasionally appointments may be cancelled by you or your interventionist. When this happens, cancellations 

are not typically made up because interventionists do not have blocks of time available for rescheduling missed appointments.  Families should 

continue to utilize the strategies for everyday activities presented during previous visits.  If you need to cancel an appointment, please contact 

your interventionist directly, or contact ITC at 703-246-7121.  

Cancellations Due to Illness:  If your child or a family member is sick, please call to cancel your visit as soon as you can. Appointments 

should be cancelled if the child is not feeling well enough to participate in the visit, or if any of the following conditions are present: 

Fever of 100 degrees during the last 24 hours   Diarrhea                                                  Mouth sores 

Two or more vomiting episodes during the last 24 hours  Unexplained rash with fever or behavioral changes  

Other communicable diseases   Conjunctivitis (Pink eye) up until 24 hours after treatment has been initiated 

No-Shows:  Families are expected to cancel their appointments early enough that the interventionist would be able to schedule another 

family for that time period. If two consecutive appointments are missed without previous cancellation, or if appointments are frequently 

missed, the Service Coordinator will be notified and intervention sessions will be suspended. The Service Coordinator will contact the family 

to determine the barriers to service delivery and may schedule an IFSP review to identify and solve any problems.  


