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Early Times

Infant & Toddler Connection of Fairfax-Falls Church
3750 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA 22030

703-246-7121

Part of the Infant and Toddler Connection of Virginia

The Vision of the Infant & Toddler Connection of Fairfax-Falls Church is: All infants and toddlers with a developmental need are identified, supported, accepted, included and valued in their

family and community.

A Note from the Director

Dear ITC Families,

Now that summer is almost over, | hope you all have had some time to relax or

are planning some time. As you are probably aware, there has been a lot of ac-

tivity and press around the budget for the CSB (Community Services Board of Fairfax
County). Infant & Toddler Connection (ITC) is an agency of the CSB and the CSB acts as
the lead agency and fiscal agent for the ITC program.

Included in the articles and conversations, is a request of a $Imillion dollar increase in fund-
ing for ITC. This is not a cut, but an augmentation of funds to meet the unprecedented
growth we are experiencing in our ITC program. The growth is very positive, and comes as
a result of additional outreach we have completed, to find all children in Fairfax County,
who are eligible for early intervention services.

Fairfax County has made a formal request to the Governor of Virginia for additional funding
for this year, in order to serve all children and families who are eligible for ITC services.
Currently ITC is funded by three sources: Federal/State, Fairfax County and Medicaid/
Private Insurance, for a total of about $9 million dollars.

As we see what develops over the next number of months, | may call upon you for advo-
cacy support for the ITC program. | will keep you informed through future Early Times edi-
tions. Have a peaceful safe rest of the summer! Please contact me at 703-246-7170 or
allan.phillips@fairfaxcounty.gov if you have questions or concerns you wish to express to
me.

Allan Phillips, Director, ITC

The following excerpt is from an article by Taylor Holland, which appeared in the Washing-
ton Examiner on August 7:

FAIRFAX SEEKS $IM FROM STATE FOR CHILDREN’S PROGRAM

The Fairfax Board of Supervisors is asking Gov. Bob McDonnell for $1 million for the county’s Infant
Toddler Connection program, which provides early intervention services to developmentally challenged
children up to 3 years old.

The county is seeking the state’s help in plugging a $9.5 million shortfall in the budget of its own so-
cial services board. That shortfall is endangering funding to the infant-toddler program.

“Now we just have to wait and see,” Phillips said. McDonnell, he said, can tap the $129 million sur-
plus he has from last year’s budget to help Fairfax or try to amend the current year’s budget to pro-
vide the funding.

But Supervisor Pat Herrity, R-Springfield, warned it was unredlistic to expect state funding. “If our
plan is to wait for state funding, we don’t have a very good plan,” Herrity said. “We’re going to have
to fix this ourselves.” The county board will vote at its next meeting on Sept. | | whether to use a
$3.5 million surplus from last year’s budget to offset the shortfall in its social services budget, he said.
“We are requesting that the state meet its responsibility to the many developmentally disabled chil-
dren across the county and state by funding early intervention services,” said County Board Chair
Sharon Bulova. “We are committed to working with the state to find a solution to this problem.”
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ITCFF’s PURPOSE

The Infant & Toddler Connec-
tion of Fairfax-Falls Church pro-
vides early intervention supports
and services to infants and tod-
dlers from birth to age three
who are not developing as ex-
pected or who have a medical
condition that can delay normal
development. Early intervention
supports and services focus on
increasing the child's participa-
tion in family and community
activities that are important to
the family. In addition, supports
and services focus on helping
parents and other caregivers
know how to find ways to help
the child learn during everyday
activities. These supports and
services are available for all eligi-
ble children and their families
regardless of the family's ability
to pay.

Inside this issue:

Moving! 2
Websites 2

Upcoming Events/ 3
Workshops

Apps for You 3

N

Congrats Nancy!
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ITC Falls Church Regional Office Is Moving!

All of the Fairfax County Human Service programs located at 6245 Leesburg Pike in Falls Church
will move to Annandale in August. The new Annandale location will provide more and improved
space and additional parking. The new location is within five miles of the current location and in
the same geographical area for individuals who now receive services in the Falls Church building.
It is also convenient for public transportation (Connector bus routes 401 and 402). This move
includes the Regional Office for Infant & Toddler Connection. The ITC Office will be closing at

12 p.m. at 6245 Leesburg Pike in Falls Church on Thursday, August 23 and re-opening at 8 a.m. at 761 | Little River

Turnpike in Annandale (Heritage Center, East Wing) on Thursday August 30.

Feeding Therapy: Treating the Whole Child
http://www.specialeducationadvisor.com/feeding-therapy-
treating-the-whole-child/

Many children with disabilities require feeding support.
Feeding therapist Melanie Potock treats young children
who have difficulty eating a variety of foods. Here she of-
fers the factors she examines when assessing a young
child's feeding difficulties.

Healthy Smiles for Autism Website & Guide
http://www.healthysmilesforautism.org/

Created by the National Museum of Dentistry to em-
power parents of children to establish a healthy oral hy-
giene routine and prepare their children for a visit to the
dentist.

Tots-n-Tech Newsletter July 2012 Edition
http://tnt.asu.edu/newsletters

This edition contains a summary of the different types of
powered mobility available for infants and toddlers. The
website contains July and previous issues of the monthly
newsletter.

Updated Education Directory for Children with
Special Needs

http://pre.apps.mhf.dod.mil/pls/psgprod/f?
p=EFMP_DIRECTORY:HOME:0::::EKMT:37.20.10.0.0.0.0.0
.0

The directory provides information families can use to
help them make informed decisions based on services
available for their children when relocating. It consists of
two components.

- The NEW Early Intervention Directory focusing on early
intervention services for children birth—-3 years; and

- The EXPANDED School Age Directory focusing on spe-
cial education services for children 3-21

The Early Intervention Directory includes:

* A summary of national- and state-level early intervention
(El) trends;

* Descriptions of each state’s El system and related re-
sources;

* Early intervention (El) service provider profiles and con-
tact information;

Page 2

Websites and More ... You Can Use

e Tools for helping families and their children make
smooth transitions to new El providers; and links to
national resource agencies.

The School-Age Directory includes:

* A summary of national- and state-level trends for special

education for children identified with autism spectrum dis-

orders (ASD), Emotional/Behavior Disorders (E/BD) and

Intellectual Disabilities (ID);

* Tools for helping families and their children make transi-

tions to new school districts;

* Descriptions of each state’s special education system and

related resources;

* School district profiles and contact information about

school districts that service domestic military installations;

and links to national resource agencies

PODCAST— "On the Spectrum: the Autism
Show" by Jen & Don Wade

The goal of the weekly show is to help families

and professionals learn more about Autism Spectrum Dis-
orders, strategies, news, events, research, etc. Generally
each week, they highlight something found in the news,
before going on to the content of the show, which varies
weekly. The Podcast can be found (FREE) on iTunes, in
the podcast section or through Grizzly Productions

at: http://grizzlyproductions.tv/the-autism-show/

Join the ITC EMAIL LIST—Receive weekly event infor-

mation & news of interest to your ITC family.

e Go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/email/lists/ & enter your
email address

e Click on the circle next to “COMMUNITY SERVICES
BOARD— Infant & Toddler Connection family re-
source information and news”

e Click on “Continue”

e You will be asked a question regarding the Virginia
Freedom of Information Act, to which you will reply
yes/no

e Click on “Subscribe” or “Unsubscribe”

e You will receive an automated subscription confirma-
tion request, which you must reply to in order to be-
gin your subscription.
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Apps You Can Use — all FREE

Autism Apps—Comprehensive list of apps that are
being used with and by people diagnosed with autism
and other special needs.

Baby Touch & Hear Lite—Images, animal sounds
Sound Touch Lite—Sounds & images of animals, ve-
hicles, household items, etc.

Things That Go Together—Problem solving and
matching

Fun Play Piano HD—Touch keys to make sounds
Pocket Pond—Cause & effect, create ripples, interact
with fish

And a website with even more free apps:
http://www.autismpluggedin.com/201 1/09/10-free-ipad-
apps-for-children-with-special-needs.html

Don’t miss the June issue of The Exceptional Advo-
cate! This month's newsletter features the story of
Ann Hubbard, a military spouse who provides insight
about some of the challenges faced by Marine Corps
Reserve families with special needs. This magazine is
not just for military families and includes helpful arti-
cles on moving and traveling. Read it online:
http://apps.mhf.dod.mil/efmp/book/2012/june/

Augusts' issue is also jam packed! It features the per-
sonal story of an Army spouse who shares a message
about the importance of parents of children with spe-
cial needs finding emotional support. Read Augusts'
Exceptional Advocate online:

httB://aEBs.mhf.dod.millefmg/book/20 | 2/August
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Upcoming Workshops/Events

Saturday, August 25 9:00am-2:00pm FREE
Saturday, September 29, October 27

Safety Seat Saturday @
Fairfax County Public Safety Center, Public Parking Garage
10550 Page Avenue, Fairfax

Specially trained and certified sheriff's deputies will help parents
and caregivers ensure that a child fits securely in the safety seat
and that the safety seat fits securely in the vehicle seat.

Bring your vehicle, safety seat(s) and child.

Saturday, September | 9:30-11:30am FREE

Saturday, October 6

Open Playtime at Sherwood Center ~:=“
. =

Activity Room, 3740 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax
Parents schedule a play date with your child(ren)! Come for
some quality fun time and check out the toys for every age. We
provide a safe environment and a lot of fun! Parent supervision
is required. All participants must sign a waiver. Space is limited.
First come, first serve. For more information, call 703-385-1695
or visit www fairfaxva.gov/ParksRec.

Woednesday, October 3 11:00am-12:30pm FREE
Introduction to Special Education - An Orientation for
Parents NEW to the process
The Parent Resource Center i
2334 Gallows Road, Entrance |, Room 105, Dunn Loring

If you are new to the special education process, join us for this
orientation. Learn about the process and the resources avail-

able to help you. Register online at www.fcps.edu/cco/prc or
call 703-204-3941.

Wednesday, October 3 7:00-9:00pm
Celebrate Calm - Discipline that Works! .
Hayfield Secondary School S|l
7630 Telegraph Road, Entrance 9, Room 1604, Alexandria

Don't miss this free workshop for parents, educators and the
community! Learn 10 powerful, simple methods to discipline
with dignity. Presented by nationally recognized expert Kirk
Martin and his son Casey. Register online at www.fcps.edu/cco/
prc or call 703-204-3941.

Thursday, October |1 10:00am-12:00n FREE
Anxiety in Children and Teens, presented by the National
Institute of Mental Health

Dunn Loring Center for Parent Services

2334 Gallows Road, Entrance |, Room 100, Dunn Loring
This workshop for parents and educators will focus on symp-

toms and treatments for anxiety disorders in children & teens.

Saturday, November 3 8:00am-3:30pm

18th Annual Circle of Support Conference

Hylton High School, 14051 Spriggs Road, Woodbridge
Keynote speaker Dr. Paula Kluth, “The Problem with Behavior
Problems”. Over 50 workshops and 60 exhibitors for families
of children with special needs and the professionals who work
with them. Cost is $40 for parents and $50 for professionals
before 10/1. Child care and sibling group available. For more
info., contact Jan Russell at 703-730-3124 or jrussell@arcgpw.org.
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Outstanding Performance Award for One of Our Own

On Friday, July 13, Nancy Brockway, longtime Pediatric Occupational Therapist with ITC, was awarded Fairfax
County’s Outstanding Performance Award, by Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova and Mason District Su-
pervisor and Board Vice Chair Penny Gross. This excerpt is from her nomination: Nancy is an employee who takes
initiative to resolve issues and to identify areas of improvement for herself or for the agency as a whole. This year
Nancy volunteered to work with state leadership on development of a training module for providers who work with
children born prematurely. She provides outstanding services to the children and families she works with, while con-
tinuing to participate in state and local initiatives to improve the overall quality of services for children with develop-
mental delays and disabilities. Way to go Nancy!
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t:\' To request this information in an alternate format, call ITC-FFC, 703-246-7180, 703-538-5292 (TTY). Fairfax County is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination in all county programs, ser-
v vices and activities and will provide reasonable accommodations upon request. To request special accommodations call ITC-FFC, 703-246-7180, 703-538-5292 (TTY). Please allow seven
working days in advance of the event in order to make the necessary arrangements.

Infant & Toddler Connection —~
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