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Early Times

Infant & Toddler Connection of Fairfax-Falls Church

3750 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA 22030

The Vision of the Infant & Toddler Connection of Fairfax-Falls Church is: All inf
family and community.

A Note from the Director

Dear Families of ITC,

Fall is here and the holidays are coming. | hope your families all have a

Happy Thanksgiving and joy with other holidays you may celebrate before

the end of 2013.

| would like to engage anyone who is interested in providing feedback to us at ITC.
We are making many changes to our work as Virginia is embracing the primary pro-
vider model and natural learning opportunities practice of service delivery. We do
receive feedback from our surveys and review them to see how we might improve.

| have heard from new families that the process to become eligible, develop a plan of
services and start those services takes a long time. We are working toward increas-
ing staffing levels so that the process will take less time and provide more opportuni-
ties for families to have their Assessment for Service Planning (ASP) take place at
home. My leadership team has discussed ways to have real time feedback from fami-
lies on our plans and ideas. Toward that end, we are planning to hold a Parent Ad-
visory Meeting one evening in January, at our office in Fairfax. We will provide
light snacks, the staff will share our plans and ideas, have a discussion and gather
feedback from you. Please contact me if you are interested in participating in this
important activity or if you have a comment/concern about ITC. Thank you for your

and toddlers with a di I need are id

support.
Allan Phillips, Director ITC allan.phillips@fairfaxcounty.gov
703-246-7170

New Path, A Program of
The Arc of Virginia

If you haven’t done so already, please consider signing up for New Path newsletter,
the Support Network for Families in Early Intervention. New Path and The Arc
help you navigate the system, from the very start of the journey and, if necessary,
throughout a lifetime.  They will help you understand all of the jargon. They will
introduce you to fellow parents. They will make sure you know what your rights
are. They will share success stories as well as tips for dealing with challenges. Sign
up for the monthly newsletter and read past issues at www.new-
path.thearcofva.org/signup/. New Path is working on a series called “First Impres-
sions”. They want to hear what families thought about early intervention when
they first got started. The want the good, the bad, the funny, the sad. Most of all
they want honesty. If you want to share your story, contact Erin Croyle, Early In-
tervention Support Specialist at ecroyle@thearcofva.org.

703-246-7121
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ITCFF’s PURPOSE

The Infant & Toddler Connec-
tion of Fairfax-Falls Church pro-
vides early intervention supports
and services to infants and tod-
dlers from birth to age three
who are not developing as ex-
pected or who have a medical
condition that can delay normal
development. Early intervention
supports and services focus on
increasing the child's participa-
tion in family and community
activities that are important to
the family. In addition, supports
and services focus on helping
parents and other caregivers
know how to find ways to help
the child learn during everyday
activities. These supports and
services are available for all eligi-
ble children and their families
regardless of the family's ability
to pay.

Inside this issue:

NIH Research Study 2

ITC Mailing List In- 2
structions

N

Websites & More

Upcoming Events/ 3
Workshops

Congratulations to 4
Our ITC Employees


mailto:allan.phillips@fairfaxcounty.gov
http://www.new-path.thearcofva.org/signup/
http://www.new-path.thearcofva.org/signup/
mailto:ecroyle@thearcofva.org

NIH RESEARCH STUDY of TODDLERS with LANGUAGE DELAYS

Researchers at the National Institute of Mental Health are still seeking toddlers with language delays to par-
ticipate in a new study. Your child may be able to participate if he/she has limited vocalizations by 10-14
months or has not spoken any words by age 16-19 months. This research study will be conducted over 3-4
outpatient visits and two overnight stays at the NIH Clinical Center in Bethesda, Maryland. Research partici-
pation includes behavioral and language assessments, overnight EEG and MRI scans of the brain while the
child sleeps. Follow-up visits will occur every 6-12months until 36 months of age. Compensation will be pro-
vided. For more information, please contact 301-435-7962 (TTY: 1-866-411-1010) or email NIMH-

ASD@mail.nih.gov. See http://patientinfo.nimh.gov Pediatric/Autism Spectrum Disorders
The National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) is part of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), a component of the U.S. De-

partment of Health and Human Services.

Virginia Family Special Education Connection
One-stop-shop for parents, families and caregivers of
children with special needs to learn about educational
programs, legal rights and responsibilities, resources
and more. www.vafamilysped.org

dis-Abilities Celebration Connection

The fall edition is now available at
www.celebratingspecialchildren.org/clientuploads/
Newsletters/
disAbilitiesCelebrationConnectionFall20 | 3.pdf

Early Literacy Activities in Multiple Languages
Free early literacy sheets are available in Spanish, Vi-
etnamese, Mandarin, Russian and more. The materi-
als give parents ideas for activities to promote early
language and literacy development in children with
and without disabilities. Free registration is required
to download the materials. www.walearning.com/
resources/on-the-go/

Tip Sheets on Behavior in Multiple Languages
Each tip sheet is available in different languages includ-
ing Spanish, Somali, and more. Titles include: 5 Facts
about Behavior, Offering Choices, Transitions and
much more. www.cehd.umn.edu/CEED/events/
summerinstitute/2008institute/2008pbsresources/
multilingualarticles/multilingualbehaviorarticles.html

TACSEI Resources on Behavior

Each handout provides parents with specific ideas on
how to use strategies or skills at home. Topics in-
clude: How to Help Your Child Stop Biting, How to
Help Your Child Learn to Share and many more.
www.challengingbehavior.org/do/resources/

backpack.html

Toilet Training Children with Special Needs
Article from the American Academy of Pediatrics
http://tinyurl.com/nxypfp7
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Websites and More ... You Can Use

Grand Resources: A Grandparent’s and Other
Relative Caregiver’s Guide to Raising Children
with Disabilities

The guide equips caregivers, including those who pro-
vide full and part-time care to relative children, with
the national resources they need to help their chil-
dren thrive, now and in the future. www.gu.org/
OURWORK/Grandfamilies/GrandResources.aspx

Organizing School Records

If you expect that your child will be requiring services
into their school years, it is time to get organized!

Go to www.wrightslaw.com/info/organize.file.htm to
learn about organizing your files and much more from
Wrightslaw.

ITC Weekly Listserve

Get up-to-date family events, workshops and more.

You'll know right away if there’s been a change to a

schedule or addition of a special “members only”

event. Just follow the steps below to subscribe or

unsubscribe to our weekly listserve and rest assured

that your email remains confidential:
Go to www.fairfaxcounty.gov/email/lists/

© Enter your email address

© Click on the circle next to “Community Services
Board—Infant & Toddler Connection Family Re-
source Information and News”

© Click on “Continue”

© You will be asked a question regarding the Virgin-
ia Freedom of Information Act, to which you will
reply yes/no

© Click on “Subscribe” or “Unsubscribe”

© You will receive an automated subscription con-
firmation request, which you must reply to in or-
der to begin your subscription.

© You will receive an automated email stating you
have been added to the electronic mailing list.
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Saturday, December 14 |-4pm

Parents of Autistic Children of Northern VA

(POAC) & the Autism Society of NoVA (ASNYV)
HOLIDAY PARTY

Kena Shriners Hall, 9001 Arlington Blvd., Fairfax

The party is open to all of our friends in the disability

community! Photo opportunities with Santa from |:30-

2:30pm. Toy, video tape and therapy equipment swap
table and gifts for all the kids from
Santa. Please bring a dessert or snack
to share, gluten-free & casein-free ap-
preciated too. RSVP by email to
holidayparty@poac-nova.org.

Saturday, December 14 10am-Ipm $10pp
- Sibshops
- Ally Advocacy Center—Paxton Campus
. 601 Catoctin Circle NE, Leesburg
E For children ages 7-12 years old who have a sibling with a
. special need. This is not a therapy group but a fun and
- safe space for children with siblings with special needs to
: meet other children in the same situation, who can share
. thelr experiences and feelings, discuss their joys and chal- @
Ienges FUN, FOOD and FRIENDS! Participants must .
- register by emailing Darcy Cunningham: dcunning- .
Eham@paxtoncampus.org For
questions, call 703.777.1939, ext
<207 .
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Upcoming Workshops/Events

Wednesday, November 13 7:00-9:00pm
Introduction to Special Education—An Orienta-
tion for Parents NEW to the Process!

This orientation is appropriate for parents with children
new to Special Ed or in the referral/eligibility phase.

FCPS Dunn Loring Center for Parent Services

2334 Gallows Road, Entrance |- Room 105, Dunn Loring
For more information and to register, call 703-204-394 | or register
online at www.surveymonkey.com/s/

WNN3TYXINTRONOVEMBER

Wednesday, November 13 7:30-8:30pm
Auburn School Workshop: The Executive
Profile of Children with Autism Spectrum
Disorders and Risk for Additional Attention,
Anxiety and Mood Challenges

Presented by Dr. Anne Inge, Center for Autism Spectrum Disor-
ders, Children’s National Medical Center

Auburn School Herndon Campus

13525 Dulles Technology Drive, Suite 101, Herndon

For more information call 703-793-9353 or register online at
www.theauburnschool.org/forms.cfm?myForm=11022

FREE
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FREE

Sunday, November 17 8:30am-4pm  $10 prior to 11/10
Preemies Today Conference: Navigating

the Journey through Childhood

Inova Fair Oaks Physicians Conference Center,

3600 Joseph Siewick Drive, Fairfax

General interest sessions and breakout sessions on topics spanning
the age range. Includes breakfast, lunch and more. For complete
details and to register, go to www.preemiestoday.org/
pages/2013_conference.php

Saturdays, November 23 FREE

& December 28 B
Safety Seat Saturday @
Fairfax County Public Safety Center, Public Parking Garage 4
10550 Page Avenue, Fairfax -
Specially trained and certified sheriff's deputies will help parents
and caregivers ensure that a child fits securely in the safety seat
and that the safety seat fits securely in the vehicle seat. Bring your
vehicle, safety seat(s) and child.

9:00am-2:00pm

Monday, December 2 7:30-9:00pm FREE
- Access Community Lecture Series: Technology for
Students with Autism & Related Disorders: Tools

to Enhance Independence and Learning,

presented by Dr. Katharina Boser & Dr. Sarah Wayland

McLean Bible Church Tysons Community Room A

8925 Leesburg Pike, Vienna

RSVP requested by contacting Erin Roundtree at 703-770-2938

Saturday, December 7 10am

AMC Sensory Friendly Films presents ‘“Frozen 2-D”
¢ AMC Tysons Corner 16, 7850e Tysons Corner, Mclean

. AMC 2700 Potomac Mills Circle, Ste 886, Woodbridge

The program provides a special opportunity for families to enjoy
their favorite films in a safe and accepting environment. The audi-
toriums dedicated to the program have their lights up, the sound
turned down and audience members are invited to get up and
dance, walk, shout or sing!
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Congratulations to our ITC Staff Members!

Did you know that many of our ITC Staff Members have been with Fairfax County for 10, 15, even 20 years?!
This is a testament to their commitment to serve the youngest citizens of our county. Next time you see
your child’s Therapist or Service Coordinator, thank them for all they do! And say Congratulations to these
staff members for their milestone achievements!

Jessica Cubas, Service Coordinator, Chantilly 15 Years

Delly Greenberg, Infant Educator, Fairfax 10 Years Infant & Toddler Connection in the 1970’s!
Bonnie Kandel, Physical Therapist, Fairfax |5 Years

Kelly Matthews, Dir. Quality Assurance, Fairfax |5 Years

Belkis Negron, Physical Therapist, Fairfax 10 Years

Janis Rieley, Service Coordinator, Chantilly 20 Years
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L\_ To request this information in an alternate format, call ITC-FFC, 703-246-7180, 703-538-5292 (TTY). Fairfax County is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination in all county programs, ser-
C\ vices and activities and will provide reasonable accommodations upon request. To request special accommodations call ITC-FFC, 703-246-7180, 703-538-5292 (TTY). Please allow seven
working days in advance of the event in order to make the necessary arrangements.
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