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Early Times

Infant & Toddler Connection of Fairfax-Falls Church

3750 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, VA 22030

The Vision of the Infant & Toddler Connection of Fairfax-Falls Church is: All infe
family and community.

A Note from the Director S~

Dear Families of ITC, /
You have likely noticed that the bills you are receiving from our billing

vendor have changed. The bills now include all the actions of your insur-

ance company, including payments and denials. The bills reflect services received
during the prior complete month. For example, the statement you receive in Sep-
tember will reflect the activity and services during July, the statement you will re-
ceive in October, will reflect services during August. This practice allows the actions
taken by your insurance company to be included in your monthly statement. We
hope this will clarify billing issues. The actual benefits offered by your insurance
company can be challenging to understand and determine. If you see that your in-
surance carrier denies payment for a service, please contact them directly to discuss.
If you have questions about the actual ITC billing process, please contact your Ser-
vice Coordinator or myself. Thank you for your patience as we work through this
together. As always, feel free to contact me with any concerns you may have.
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Thank you,
Allan Phillips, Director ITC
703-246-7170

allan.phillips@fairfaxcounty.gov

aka 2013 ITC Pulled Pork Master Chef

Graduation 2013

' In late August, we held our annual graduation cere-
mony, for the children leaving ITC. This was a day
with mixed emotions. We were so happy to see
the toddlers move on to school and other chal-
lenges, but yet sad to say goodbye to families that
we have come to know and bond with. The fabu-
lous planning committee did a stellar job ensuring
that everyone had a great time. Celebrities on-
hand included Scott Silverthorne, Mayor of Fairfax City
and Mark Sites, Sheriff of Fairfax County and past chair
of the CSB. Almost 50 families attended and enjoyed
the festivities and graduation gifts including a Junior
Deputy badge, graduation certificate, book and an ITC
Graduate t-shirt. Director Allan Phillips commented,
“The smiling faces on the parents showed how much

they appreciated everything.”
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ITCFF’s PURPOSE

The Infant & Toddler Connec-
tion of Fairfax-Falls Church pro-
vides early intervention supports
and services to infants and tod-
dlers from birth to age three
who are not developing as ex-
pected or who have a medical
condition that can delay normal
development. Early intervention
supports and services focus on
increasing the child's participa-
tion in family and community
activities that are important to
the family. In addition, supports
and services focus on helping
parents and other caregivers
know how to find ways to help
the child learn during everyday
activities. These supports and
services are available for all eligi-
ble children and their families
regardless of the family's ability
to pay.
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NIH RESEARCH STUDY of TODDLERS with LANGUAGE DELAYS

Researchers at the National Institute of Mental Health seek toddlers with language delays to participate in a
new study. Most children with language delays do not develop autism. However, we hope this study will

help inform us about the risk factors.

Your child may be able to participate if he/she has limited vocalizations by 10-14 months or has not spoken
any words by age 16-19 months. This research study will be conducted over 3-4 outpatient visits and two
overnight stays at the NIH Clinical Center in Bethesda, Maryland. Research participation includes behavioral
and language assessments, overnight EEG and MRI scans of the brain while the child sleeps. Follow-up visits

will occur every 6-12months until 36 months of age.

Compensation will be provided. For more information, please contact 301-435-7962 (TTY: 1-866-41 -
1010) or email NIMH-ASD@mail.nih.gov. See http:/patientinfo.nimh.gov Pediatric/Autism Spectrum Disorders

The National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) is part of the National Institutes of Health (NIH), a component of the U.S. De-

partment of Health and Human Services.

Korean Parenting Education Group

In January 2012, ITC Service Coordinator Sarah Yang and ITC So-
cial Worker Kathleen Gilliam collaborated to start a Parenting Edu-
cation and Child Playgroup for Korean speaking families, whose
children were receiving services in ITC. The successful and popu-
lar group has been meeting weekly since its inception and recently
celebrated along with Allan Phillips and Mary Ayer, childcare pro-
vider, with a Korean luncheon. Everyone enjoyed the event!

Fairfax County
Take a look at our new & improved website for all
things county related. www fairfaxcounty.gov

Fairfax County Libraries Family Fun Newsletter
Sign up for the new weekly e-newsletter to find out
about upcoming events for families throughout the
counties library system. Many events fill up, so be one
of the first to find out what’s coming up. The newslet-
ter will appear in your inbox every Wednesday.
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/news/newsletter/

New Path:The Support Network for Families in
Virginia Early Intervention

Parents need information, support and so much more
after their children have started in Early Intervention.
New Path will guide them as their children move
through El and transition to the next step. Sign up for
their monthly newsletter to receive timely information
about workshops and webinars.
http://new-path.thearcofva.org/

Zero to Three From Baby to Big Kid E-
Newsletter

A newsletter that showcases how children learn and
grow each month from birth to 3 years. Sign up for this
monthly newsletter offering science-based information
www.zerotothree.org/child-development/from-baby-to-big-kid/
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Websites and More ... You Can Use

KidWX

KidWX (Key, Informative, Detailed, Written Exchanges)
is an anonymous, information portal which provides the
ability for parents and caregivers children to search and
review (Written eXchanges) written by other parents
and caregivers about service providers in 6 key areas:
Education, Enrichment and Remediation, ExtraCurricu-
lar Activities, Health and Wellness, Non-Profit Support
Organizations, and Other Service Providers. KidWX is
fee based, however The Arc of Northern Virginia has
partnered with Kidwx for a special deal for Arc mem-
bers. See the website for more details at
www.thearcofnova.org and more information about
KidWX at www.kidwx.com.

NAEYC (National Association for the Education
of Young Children) For Families

Information about finding quality child care, child devel-
opment, family concerns and more.
www.families.naeyc.org

For Military Families:

Veterans Ticket Foundation provides tickets to all
kinds of events across the country, including sporting
events, concerts, zoo passes, plays and more. You can
sign up at www.vettix.org/ref/93149/Vet.
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Membership

Saturday, November 2 8:00am-4:00pm
Circle of Support Annual Conference for Fami-
lies of Children with Special Needs and the Pro-
fessionals Who Work With Them

$50 for parents when you register by 9/30
Hylton High School, 14051 Spriggs Road, Woodbridge
Presented by The Arc of Greater Prince William Cty.
Over 50 workshops and over 60 exhibitors are antici-
pated. Child care and sibling group is available with
reservations and for an additional fee. For more infor-
mation, contact Jan Russell at 703-730-3124 or
jrussell@arcgpw.org. To register online, go to | ma
WWW.arcgpw.org.

Membership

THANK YOU STUDENTS!

+ A big THANK YOU to the students from St. Stephen’s
- and St. Agnes School for cleaning up our ITC Fairfax
- office courtyard this summer. The group raked, weed-
- ed, trimmed, mulched and bagged, to clear the court-
__yard area of debris and make
® it accessible for our families.
M The students’ day of service
3 was mutually beneficial to
&80 both groups, as the students
§ were able to learn about
ITC and how we support the

community in our work.
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Upcoming Workshops/Events

Saturday, September 21 9:00-11:00am FREE
Morning at the Museum

National Museum of Natural History, Constitution Ave. be- M
tween |0th & [2th Streets, Washington, DC ﬁﬁg

This Project consists of a series of pre-visit materials designed to
help individuals with cognitive and sensory processing disabilities

qﬁsg and their families prepare for a visit to the Smithsonian Museums.

On event days, registered families can enter the museum one hour
early. RSVP to access@si.edu or call 202-633-2921. For pre-visit
materials, go to www.si.edu/Accessibility/ MATM

Tuesday, September 24 7:00-8:30pm FREE
Informational Workshop on the Developmental
Needs of Children SCAN

Mount Vernon Community School, 2601 Commonwealth
Avenue, Alexandria

SCAN's English and Spanish Support Groups will be hosting this
presentation by Amy Parks, Childhood Brain Development Special-
ist and Family Counselor. Presented in English with Spanish inter-
pretation. Free childcare provided. For more information, go to
Www.scanva.org.
Saturday, September 28
DSANY Buddy Walk
Friends, family and members of the community come £
together to celebrate individuals with Down Syndrome
and the work of the Down Syndrome Association of
Northern Virginia. For more information and to register, go to
www.dsanv.org.

Saturdays, September 28
& October 26 -
Safety Seat Saturday

Fairfax County Public Safety Center, Public Parking Garage

10550 Page Avenue, Fairfax 3
Specially trained and certified sheriff's deputies will help parents
and caregivers ensure that a child fits securely in the safety seat

and that the safety seat fits securely in the vehicle seat. Bring your
vehicle, safety seat(s) and child.

Wednesday, October 2 10:00am-12:00pm FREE
Introduction to Special Education—An Orientation for
Parents NEW to the Process! .
This orientation is appropriate for parents with children
new to Special Ed or in the referral/eligibility phase.

FCPS Dunn Loring Center for Parent Services

2334 Gallows Road, Entrance |- Room 105, Dunn Loring
For more information and to register, call 703-204-394 | or register
online at www.surveymonkey.com/s/introductiontospecialedOCT

Friday, October 4 10:00am-12:00pm FREE
I’'ve Had It! Six Surefire Ways to Keep the Peace at Home
Cathi Cohen, LCSW, Author and Director of In Step @flwm
Mental Health Counseling, will provide proactive Steps to =221z
have a more peaceful home, stronger relationships and more co-
operative children.

FCPS Dunn Loring Center for Parent Services

2334 Gallows Road, Entrance 2- Room 108, Dunn Loring

For information and to register, call 703-204-394 1 or online at
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ivehadit

10:00am-2:00pm

RN SYNDROVE

9:00am-2:00pm FREE

pppppp
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Congratulations Janis & Mitchell!

Two of our employees were recently recognized with Fairfax County Outstanding Performance Awards. On July 26,
County Executive Ed Long and Board of Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova and Vice Chairman Penny Gross, pre-
sented the awards to ITC Service Coordinator Janis Rieley and ITC Regional Manager Mitchell Blair.

Janis Rieley In the two years that Janis has been a service coordinator at ITC, she has provided excellent service to
the families on her caseload and assumed a number of leadership roles. During this time, she has served on the Kinship
Care Committee coordinated by the Department of Family Services, strengthening the ties between ITC and DFS. In
addition, she recently agreed to sere as the ITC representative on the DFS Kinship Action Team, which is charged with
providing guidance for the launch of the new DFS Kinship Unit. Janis’ willingness to share her expertise with DFS dur-
ing the busiest time of year for ITC service coordinators demonstrates her dedication and provides a significant bene-
fit to both DFS and ITC. Mitchell Blair ~ Mitch’s consistent high performance as Regional Man-
ager reflects ITC’s commitment to best practice and collaboration in
serving infants and toddlers with developmental delays and their fami-
lies. His leadership style, knowledge and understanding of policy, and
most importantly commitment to children with special needs and their
families enable ITC Staff, vendor agencies and community organizations
to work together to

make a difference. Mitch
excels at collaboration

and communication that
facilitates results and often
leads to new innovative
approaches. He elicits and values input from team members and helps
staff develop creative projects and processes to support ITC’s mission.

L\_ To request this information in an alternate format, call ITC-FFC, 703-246-7180, 703-538-5292 (TTY). Fairfax County is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination in all county programs, ser-
C\ vices and activities and will provide reasonable accommodations upon request. To request special accommodations call ITC-FFC, 703-246-7180, 703-538-5292 (TTY). Please allow seven
working days in advance of the event in order to make the necessary arrangements.
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