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The number of persons living in poverty increased in Fairfax County since 2008. In addition, the poverty rate
increased from 4.5% in 2000 to 5.8% in 2012. The increase in the poverty rate and in persons living in poverty
was not caused by poverty-level persons moving into the county from other areas. The growth in poverty is more

7 8 o likely the result of lower income persons losing economic ground and slipping into poverty. The U.S. Census

Bureau’s 2012 poverty threshold used for determining who is living in poverty is $11,945 for a single individual

under age 65 and is $23,364 for a family of four with three children.

Yof children under 1 & \ Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census, 2001 Supplemental Survey, 2002 to 2012 American Community
Surveys poverty data, and 2005-2009 American Community Survey migration data, and 2012 Poverty Thresholds.
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o Lives o 20 ,550 children under age 18 years
1 4 7 / it 14.4% live below poverty. Among these

] 0 children, 19,684 live with relatives -
46.2% in a married-couple family and
53.8% in a family with no spouse
present. Among those living with parents
(19,444 children), four out of five have at
least one foreign-born parent.
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4,493 persons age 65 years or older live in
poverty. More than three out of five of these
persons are female.
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59.7% of those persons age 20 to 64 years
who live in poverty are in the labor force. Of those
in the labor force, over three quarters are em-
ployed (77.4%).
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Low income residents in Fairfax County are
more likely to lack health insurance coverage
14.0% 12.0% than low income residents nationwide.
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Source: Unless otherwise noted is the U.S. Census Bureau, 2012 American Community Survey.
Prepared by : Anne Pickford Cahill, Economic, Demographic and Statistical Research; Fairfax County Department of Neighborhood
and Community Services, October 2013.






