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LEGAL ASSISTANCE 

What documents am I likely to need for the child I’m raising? 
If possible, you should have immunization records, medical records and history, a birth certificate, current 

phone numbers and addresses of the parents, and a notarized statement, signed by the parents, giving 

authority to you to make decisions regarding the child, including authorization to seek medical care.  (The 

notarized statement is not necessary if you have custody.)  

Custody 
Whether or not to pursue custody of a child can be a very 

complex decision. If you seek to obtain custody, you must file a 

petition in Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court 

(typically, in the jurisdiction where the child resides, but there are 

exceptions). If you (the petitioner) are granted custody of the 

child, it does not mean that the parents’ rights have been 

terminated.  Custody orders can be changed through the 

appropriate court process. 

Where can I file for custody or get more information? 
• Fairfax County Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court

4110 Chain Bridge Road, Suite 202, Fairfax, Virginia 22030

703-246-3040    |    www.fairfaxcounty.gov/courts/jdr/

• Consult your attorney or other commonly-used legal resources. (See “Commonly Used

Resources” section, following.)

I cannot care for the child, but neither can his parents.  What should I do? 
If you have custody of the child, you may file for relief of custody at the Fairfax County Juvenile and 

Domestic Relations District Court.  If you don’t have custody, you may call the Child Protective Services 

Hotline (703-324-7500) to discuss whether abuse and neglect is an issue, and whether support services 

are needed. 

• Fairfax County Department of Family Services

703-324-7500; TTY 703-222-9452   www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs

If you have concerns about abuse or neglect of a child, call the Child Protective Services Hotline

at 703-324-7400; TTY 703-222-9452.

http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs
dgord2
Line

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/courts/jdr/
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If I live in Falls Church city, where can I file for custody or get more information? 

• Falls Church Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court 
Intake:  401 Great Falls Street, Falls Church, VA 22046,   703-248-5430; FAX 703-248-5437  
Court of Clerk: 300 Park Ave, Falls Church, VA 22046; 703-248-5096 
www.courts.state.va.us/courts/combined/falls_church/home.html  

 

 

Commonly Used Resources:  
 

• Legal Services of Northern Virginia (LSNV) 

4080 Chain Bridge Road, 2nd floor, Fairfax, VA 22030 

703-778-6800; FAX 703-778-4790    |    www.lsnv.org |    email: webadmin@lsnv.org 

LSNV is a nonprofit law firm offering free legal assistance to individuals who are elderly, low 

income, or who have mental or physical disabilities or HIV/AIDS. 

 

• Lawyer Referral and Information Service (LRIS) 

703-246-3780; FAX: 703-273-1274    |    www.fairfaxbar.org    |    email: fba@fairfaxbar.org 

LRIS is a non-profit public service of the Fairfax Bar Association. LRIS offers two services to the 

public: helping clients determine whether their problems are truly of a legal nature or whether 

other service agencies would be more appropriate, and providing clients with referrals to 

attorneys who have experience in the areas of law appropriate to their needs.  

  

• Legal Services Network (LSN) of the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP);  

1-866-330-0753; TTY 1-800-456-2226    |    www.aarplsn.com 

LSN is a benefit for AARP members that provides easy access to more than 1,000 attorneys 

nationwide.  This service reduces legal fees for AARP members and their  

spouses/partners. 

 

• Northern Virginia Pro Bono Law Center 

4110 Chain Bridge Road, Suite 216, Fairfax, VA 22030 

703-246-2752    |    http://fairfaxlawfoundation.org    |    email: abeckerman@fairfaxbar.org 

The pro bono program was developed to provide legal services to the underserved with serious 

legal problems who cannot afford to pay for the services of an attorney.   
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