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Student Handout – Public Policy Research Guidelines

EVALUATING A PUBLIC POLICY PROPOSAL

1. What problem needs to be solved?  Is it really a problem?  What evidence is there that the
problem exists?  Is the evidence explicit or circumstantial?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the significance of the problem?  Is it really important?  Do people really care
about this problem?  How many people are affected?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3. Is this problem inherent?  Will it go away by itself with time?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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4. What is the proposed solution?  Will it actually solve the problem?  Will the solution
create new unforeseen problems for anyone?  If it helps one group, will it hurt another?
Will it be affordable?  Does it have any additional benefits?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

    ______________________________________________________________________

5. Are there any alternative solutions?  How could the solution described in #4 be
improved?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

6. Overall, how would you assess this policy proposal?  Are you convinced it is the best
way to go?  Would it be accepted by the public?  Do the advantages outweigh the
disadvantages?  Explain.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________


