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Request By: Public 
 
Question: Provide a summary of the current Fairfax County policy with regards to undocumented 

immigrants. 
 
Response: The County provides a wide range of services, all in accordance with federal and state 

laws and regulations.  In many cases, County services are restricted by federal and state 
laws to those individuals and families who are legally present in the United States.  
Where federal and/or state laws or regulations impose a legal presence requirement, 
County staff asks for proof of legal status.  If a customer/consumer cannot prove legal 
status, then these County services are not provided.  This includes housing assistance 
programs, Medicaid funded health care and public assistance.  Other services, primarily 
those necessary for the protection of life or safety are provided in accordance with federal 
law to all residents, regardless of immigration status.  A final group of services is 
provided countywide, available to all residents of the County and for which a legal status 
determination is not made.  These services are necessary to support the outstanding 
quality of life in our community and include recreational and cultural opportunities, as 
well as those services used by the general public, such as library and transportation 
services. Regarding Fairfax County Public Schools, a local school board or governing 
body cannot deny undocumented immigrants a public education according to the United 
States Supreme Court ruling in Plyler v. Doe 457 U.S. 202 (1982).   

 
In addition, the County takes action when people are behaving illegally, regardless of 
their immigration status (e.g., illegal boardinghouses or commercial operations in our 
neighborhoods).  County public safety agencies also routinely cooperate with the federal 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency (ICE).  The Office of the Sheriff, for 
example, is finalizing negotiations on a Memorandum of Understanding with ICE to 
institute a pilot partnership program that will enable the County to screen all inmates for 
immigration violations through an ICE database system and more easily 
report undocumented immigrants to ICE for follow-up action.   

 


