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Request By: Public 
 
Suggestion: We understand that Fairfax County Park Authority employees and their families can use 

the County recreation centers and County-owned golf courses for free.  Limit free use of 
RECenters to employees who actually work at the RECenters.  Also, limit free use of golf 
courses to employees who actually work at the golf courses. 

 
Response By:  Fairfax County Park Authority 
 
Background:   Limited use of RECenters and golf courses is a benefit made available to Park Authority 

merit staff and their families as a strategy to attract and retain a quality workforce.  While 
this is considered an important benefit, the Park Authority has structured the benefit so 
that employee and family use does not impede public use of these facilities.  For 
example, golf use is only available during non-peak use times.  The benefit is not limited 
to RECenter or golf staff in an effort to provide an equitable benefit readily available 
across the workforce (most park employees do not work at RECenter or golf locations).     

 
Recommendation: 
 

The Park Authority does not recommend changing this current benefit provided to the 
Park Authority merit staff and their families.  Facility use is a common benefit in the 
leisure industry where a large proportion of the workforce is in lower paid /non-
professional positions.  

  
It is also worth noting that this benefit has no impact on General Fund (Fund 001) 
expenditures.  If employees were required to pay fees, the additional revenue would be 
posted to the Park Revenue Fund, Fund 170. The Park Revenue Fund, Fund 170, is 
primarily supported from user fees and charges generated at the Park Authority’s revenue 
supported facilities which include recreation centers, golf courses, lake parks, nature 
centers, historic sites and various other major parks.  The Authority's enabling legislation 
states that revenues must be spent exclusively for park purposes. 

 
  
 


