Fairfax County
FY Budget
Analysis of Suggestions for Improvement as part of the FY 2010
County’s Line of Business & Schools Program Review Processes
Fall 2008

Request By:  Employee
Suggestion:  Raise the dog license fee from $5 to $20.
Response By: Police Department

Background: At the beginning of calendar year 2008, the Animal Shelter, which is part of the Police
Department, charged a dog license fee of $5 for spayed or neutered dogs and $10 for non-spayed
or neutered dogs. On October 20, 2008, the Board of Supervisors adopted an amendment to the
County Code (Chapter 41.1, Animal Care and Control) which increased the license fee for spayed
and neutered dogs to $10, the maximum allowable under State Code Section 3.2-6528, regardless
of whether or not the dog is spayed or neutered. On an annual basis, this amendment is
anticipated to generate approximately $225,000 in additional revenue.

Recommendation:

Any further increase in the fee, such as the proposed increase to $20 suggested here, would
require action by the Virginia General Assembly to amend the state code.



