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Request  By: Public  
 
Suggestion: Set up fees for bus riders.  Have more children walk to school and let them attend schools 

close to home rather than busing them.  Have parents who choose a gifted program for 
their kids drive their own kids to that school; the schools should not provide busing. 

 
Response By:   Fairfax County Public Schools 
 
Recommendation: 
 
 Eligibility to ride school buses is based on the following: 

• Transportation is required for certain students with special needs as defined by 
federal law. 

• State law requires transportation for students who reside in the designated school 
attendance area but beyond the established walking distances which are:  

- 1 mile for elementary students 
- 1.5 miles for secondary students 
- Exceptions are made for safety purposes and as defined in the 

regulation for an exception to ride. 
• The Code of Virginia, Section 22.1-176 permits local school boards to provide 

transportation for students not covered in the above circumstances based upon 
acceptable walking distances, but does not require them to do so.   

 
 Pertinent to the Code of Virginia, Section 22.1-176 fees may be charged when a school 

board provides transportation to pupils for extracurricular activities, other than those 
covered by an activity fund, which are sponsored by the pupils' school apart from the 
regular instructional program and which the pupils are not required to attend or 
participate in.  The school board may accept contributions for such transportation or 
charge each pupil utilizing such transportation a reasonable fee not to exceed his pro rata 
share of the cost of providing such transportation. A school board may waive such fees 
for any pupil whose parent or guardian is financially unable to pay them.  When a school 
board provides transportation to pupils for field trips which are a part of the program of 
the pupils' school or are sponsored by such school, the school board may accept 
contributions for such transportation. 

 
 The Department of Facilities and Transportation is reviewing all transportation programs 

as part of FCPS’ Program Review.  Just as a point of reference, it should be noted that the 
cost to provide school-related transportation services in Fairfax County including bus 
driver salaries, replacement buses, and bus operations and maintenance is $123.8 million 
(using FY 2009 data).   

 


