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Request By: Public  
 
Question: How many times did the Fire Department respond to calls for an ambulance with a fire 

truck?  Of those times, how many times did the ambulance get there before or at the same 
time as the fire truck?  For those times, how many times did the ambulance and fire truck 
both respond from the same station?  Has there been a review of these situations to 
determine how many times the fire truck responding was a matter of protocol only, not 
because there was a concern that the ambulance couldn't, or was not likely to, respond 
before the fire truck? 

 
Response: The Fire and Rescue Department (FRD) does not track these specific statistics.  FRD 

interprets the intent of this question is to understand why and how often an engine 
company responds to medical emergency incidents with an Emergency Medical Service 
(EMS) unit.  This response is formulated to address that concern. 
 
For life threatening medical emergencies, agency standards require a minimum of two 
qualified Advanced Life Support (ALS) medical providers at a patient's side to properly 
assist the ill or injured person.  These providers (paramedics) staff both Medic Units and 
Engine Companies.  Medic Units may be staffed with one or two paramedics.  Engine 
Companies are staffed with a paramedic and three additional crewmembers. 
 
Engine Companies are almost always dispatched to respond with the Medic Unit on ALS 
emergencies.  The intent of this dual dispatch is to ensure appropriate staffing arrives on 
scene to provide the necessary level of patient care.  The Medic Units provide one or two 
ALS providers on scene, and the Engine Companies deliver an additional ALS member 
to assist with advanced medical interventions often required on these types of incidents.  
The remaining three Engine Company crewmembers on the scene assist with patient 
treatment, family assistance, and preparation for transport to the hospital.  While the 
Medic Unit provides patient transport to the hospital, the Engine Company returns to 
service to maintain ALS response coverage to the community. 
 
It should also be noted that the Engine Company or another suppression unit may be 
dispatched as the first responder to an EMS emergency if the assigned Medic Unit is out 
of the area or occupied with another incident. 
 
 

 


