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Request By:  Public

Suggestion:  FCPS should ask the state to allow individual school districts to open for fewer than 180
days.

Response By: Fairfax County Public Schools:
Recommendation:

State law stipulates the number of instructional days and/or hours that students must
attend during each school year. The Commonwealth of Virginia has determined that this
school year length enables students to adequately master the content necessary to meet
Standards of Quality requirements. Elementary and middle schools currently have the
option to operate fewer than 180 days by increasing the length of the school day so that
there are 990 hours of instruction per year. It is not considered optimal to student
learning to operate fewer days with longer hours.



