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Request By: Employee    
 
Suggestion: In lieu of conducting two special elections (one to fill the Chairman's position and another to 

backfill a district seat) don’t the current laws/rules for Fairfax County allow the Board to appoint 
a person to fill the Chairman’s seat from January 2009 through November 2009, then in 
November 2009 hold simultaneous elections for the Chairman’s seat (with those current Board 
members wishing to run for that seat having to resign from their current seat to run) and 
backfilling district seats (if necessary)?  Thus one election fills all positions and the County only 
pays for one election.   

  
Response By:   Office of the County Attorney 
 
Recommendation:  
 

Present Virginia law would not permit the County to implement this suggestion.  More 
specifically, in most Virginia counties, if there is a vacancy on the Board of Supervisors, then 
Virginia law usually would require that governing body to operate “shorthanded” until the 
following November general election.  However, Fairfax County has adopted the urban county 
executive form of government, one of several optional forms of county government in Virginia.  
In the urban county executive form of government, with exceptions not applicable to the present 
situation, Virginia Code § 15.2-802 requires the Circuit Court to order a special election within 
thirty to ninety days following the occurrence of a vacancy on the Board.  Any change to this 
procedure would require an amendment to that state statute. 

 
It should be noted that costs for special elections include compensation for election officers; the 
programming and delivery of voting equipment; payment for use of polling places; election 
officer training and materials; expenses related to absentee voting including printing and mailing 
paper ballots and the Saturday office hours for in-person absentee voting; and extended office 
hours on Election Day (5 a.m. to 10 p.m.).   
 
For a countywide election for Chairman, the cost will be approximately $250,000.  For an 
election in one Supervisor District, the cost will be about $30,000.  These cost estimates assume 
the use of four direct recording electronic voting machines, no divided poll books and four 
election officers per precinct.  The Office of Elections is required to be open for 8 hours for 
absentee voting on the Saturday before any special election. 

 


