Fairfax County
FY Budget

Analysis of Suggestions for Improvement as part of the FY 2010
County’s Line of Business & Schools Program Review Processes

Request By:

Suggestion:

Fall 2008

Employee

Create a fee for handling mailed-in permit applications. Most permits are applied for in
person, but the State requires the County to accept permit applications by mail. A mailed
application must be managed by County staff as it goes through the permitting process in
each location. Could there be an added fee of $50 for residential permits and $150 for
commercial permits for each submission?

Response By: Land Development Services, Permits Branch

Recommendation:

This suggestion cannot be implemented.

Under Virginia Uniform Statewide Building Code, Section 108.3, “a permit application
may be submitted by mail and such permit applications shall be processed by mail, unless
the permit applicant voluntarily chooses otherwise. In no case shall an applicant be
required to appear in person.”

It could be argued that an additional fee imposed on permit applications that are
processed by mail represents a measure that would require applicants to appear in person
in order to avoid a punitive measure. Such a fee would be inconsistent with the intent of
the applicable code section.

Land Development Services (LDS) is currently pursuing a comprehensive revision to the
fees associated with permits for construction activity. The administrative costs associated
with such services are accounted for when adjusting LDS fee schedules.



