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Request By: Employee 
 
Question: Please explain why some County residents receive trash and leaf service from the County 

and others do not.  Who pays for the service? 

Response: The Division of Solid Waste and Recycling provides trash and leaf collection within 
established Fairfax County Collection Districts.  Revenue supporting these services is 
derived from charges to homeowners and businesses within a district.  These services are 
not supported by the General Fund.  
 
There are currently 78 Sanitary Refuse Collection Districts that have the County dispose 
of their garbage. Sanitary Refuse Collection Districts are created when a request is made 
by a residential property owner and the petition is supported by more than 55 percent of 
residents within an area of 50 homes or more. Following the petition process, the 
Division of Solid Waste Collection and Recycling determines the boundaries of the 
proposed sanitary district and sends the proposal to the Board of Supervisors for 
approval.  Residents within Sanitary Refuse Collection Districts are charged an annual 
fee of $345 per household, collected through the semi-annual property tax collection 
system.  
 
There are currently 34 Leaf Collection Districts that have the County dispose of their 
leaves. Leaf Districts also are established through a petition process.  A property owner 
petitions for vacuum leaf collection service, and support must be shown from owners of 
more than 55 percent of the actual property in the proposed area, including vacant 
property.  The Board of Supervisors approves the creation of the district.  Sanitary 
District customers pay a tax of $0.015 per $100 of assessed real estate value for the 
service, collected through the semi-annual property tax collection system.  
 
 
 

 


