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Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Final (April 20, 2010) 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

 As of March 2, 2010   

1 County Police I think that one issue that needs to be addressed, is that the police presence in Fairfax 
County appears to be significantly more than what is needed.  One specific expense I would 
like justified is the use of 2 police helicopters.  What are they needed for? 

2 County Parks Hello, I would like to comment on the cuts to the lighting of tennis courts.  Here is what I 
propose:  Why not install coin slots on the lights?  You could charge 25 cents per 15 minutes, 
or something like that.  I'm sure you would even MAKE MONEY implementing this.    
Otherwise, you are reducing the amount of time that citizens can use the tennis courts, which 
negatively impacts the health of the residents. 

3 Schools Schools I am writing to express my dismay over the Fairfax County Executive's intention not to award 
the Fairfax County School Board's requested $1.7 billion transfer in order to fund the 
programs on the School Board's supplement list.  Dr. Dale and the School Board have found 
many, many things to cut - depressing numbers, in fact, but things that we can find ways to 
live with (hopefully temporarily).  However, I believe the Fairfax County Executive was 
incredibly short-sighted in not finding a way to fund the School Board's supplement list.  This 
County is known for its educational programs -- housing values depend on them, people 
moving into this County count on them.  Everything else that is funded by the County relies 
on these sources of income.  As a parent of a child at Fort Hunt Elementary School, I can 
attest that a huge factor in the purchase of our house was the Spanish immersion program at 
that school.  My husband has a longer commute and we pay more for our house and an 
incredible amount in property taxes happily because we are so proud of the educational 
opportunities available for our children at Fort Hunt Elementary, via the Spanish immersion 
program.  If that program is cut (along with other important programs, like Band and Strings), 
we are likely to start looking for a house in some other neighborhood where house values 
and property taxes are less.  I'm sure we are not alone.  I hope you will seriously consider 
this issue and do all you can to more completely fund the needs of the Fairfax County Public 
School System. 
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Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Final (April 20, 2010) 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

4 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

FY 2011 Budget needs to be reduced.  It's unreasonable for Fairfax County homeowners to 
have to pay MORE real estate taxes.  The recession has impacted all of us - we have all 
been forced to reduce our spending - living paycheck to paycheck has become the norm.    
Meanwhile, the FY 2011 budget relies on raising real estate taxes AGAIN, this time $0.08 
more cents per $100?  As you know, our properties value declined 12% in 2009 and continue 
to decline.  Local employers and other businesses that employ Fairfax County taxpayers 
have also implemented no annual salary increases plus they have cut spending across the 
board 10-15% while implementing ongoing layoffs to try and stay afloat in these tough 
economic times.  Yet, looking at the PowerPoint presentation for FY 2011, Fairfax County 
thinks it's okay to raise the Real Estate Tax rate again instead of making significant cuts in 
spending?  It's time the County started looking at the real problem - it's time to cut spending, 
eliminating positions and outsourcing services like Private Industry has been doing.  Real 
Estate Tax increases hurt all Fairfax County families.  Our homes aren't worth what we owe 
but the county wants to continue to increase real estate taxes?  $.08 more cents per $100 - 
are your kidding me?  What's so great about living in Fairfax County anymore?  What we can 
depend on is more taxes and larger class sizes?  What's in it for the homeowner?  School 
quality?  Debatable.  Quality of life is why people used to move to Fairfax County.  No more 
Real Estate Tax increases. 

5 County and Schools Libraries FCPS and FFCty should combine library operations as is done in several other Virginia 
Counties.  It allows reduction in personnel.  It improves resources for schools and does 
diminish resources for Cty libraries.  It makes much more efficient use of resources and 
space.  The other counties just have an "outside" entry to the library and an "inside" entry 
from the school.  Just lock the school side when school is over.  Use peak times are  nicely 
paired. 

6 Schools Capital 
Construction 

Personal experience indicates that much of current school construction and remodeling is 
substantially "gold plated."  For example, provision of large atriums at entrance ways and so 
on.  They are a BIG time waste of energy and space.  I have even heard FCPS folk comment 
that "FCPS personnel should not be concerned about cost as that will be paid for by the 
bond."  Get responsible! 
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Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Final (April 20, 2010) 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

7 Schools Schools School "administration" usually evaluates teachers but these evaluators are not, themselves, 
qualified nor licensed to teach.  The disconnect is obvious.  Administrators should all be 
required to teach at least one regular class in a core (required by The Commonwealth) 
subject area.  The personnel savings should be considerable. 

8 Schools Security FCPS maintains a substantial, centralized security force separate from the various folk in 
various schools.  These, for the most part, spend time roaming around FF Cty checking door 
locks and responding to remote alarms.    Reterminate these alarms to FF Cty police and 
reduce school personnel accordingly.  If FFCty Police can protect FF Cty facilities, they 
should be able to protect FCPS facilities with minimal additional resources.  The duplication 
is amazing to behold. 

9 Schools Schools FCPS is in the process of establishing a FCPS program for certifying teachers in teaching 
Gifted and Talented students.  This substantially duplicates programs such as that developed 
by and operated under auspices of The College Board for teachers of AP classes and 
otherwise for teachers of IB classes in High Schools.  Eliminate this self-serving program and 
reduce personnel accordingly.  This is flagged as a Cty and School issue because FFCty is 
substantially responsible for school funding. 

10 Schools Schools FCPS is in the process of establishing a FCPS program (AAP - Advanced Academic 
Program) for certifying teachers in teaching Gifted and Talented students.  This substantially 
duplicates programs such as that developed by and operated under auspices of The College 
Board for teachers of AP classes and otherwise for teachers of IB classes in High Schools.  
Eliminate this self-serving program and reduce personnel accordingly.  This is flagged as a 
Cty and School issue because FFCty is substantially responsible for funding such an 
expansion of "administration." 
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Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Final (April 20, 2010) 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

11 County and Schools Other Regarding the FY2011 budget slideshow that was presented today, 2/23/10, slide 29, pie 
chart - FCPS is proposed to be the recipient of 53.8% of the County budget.  There are 2 line 
items explaining how 53.8% of the budget will be allocated.  This is unacceptable.  There are 
over 1M residents in the County and there are 171,000 students in FCPS.  While there are 
good teachers and not so good ones, FCPS places many demands on a teacher besides 
teaching, FCPS has increased the class sizes and FCPS has frozen teacher salaries.  
Parents send a lot of checks to school for extras and endless fundraisers.  Where is the 
budget money going?  Lets see some of the administrative cost breakdowns. 

12 Schools Schools How is reducing the schools spending by 1 percent "supporting the schools?" This is 
ridiculous. The number of students has increased by nearly 8,000 over the last two years. As 
a parent of an incoming kindergartner, I will now have to consider moving to Montgomery 
County, where education is valued and school support does not decline year to year. You will 
be gutting the very reason most people and businesses move to the county. Why were all of 
the community forums held (where the overwhelming sentiment was to fund the schools) only 
for you to disregard the feedback? 

13 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

I would strongly recommend adopting a higher real estate property tax rate.  As a 
homeowner, I would be very willing to bear an increase in my property taxes in order to 
support the budget that the county school board has proposed.  To do anything else is short-
sighted in my opinion.  I greatly appreciate the challenges involved in preparing the budget 
and, more than express my support for county programs and the schools, I wish to put my 
money where my mouth is.  I wholeheartedly support higher user fees and paying a higher 
property tax bill on my house. 

14 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

I strongly disagree w/Cty Exec Tony Griffin's proposed budget!  He is sacrificing the quality of 
Fx Cty services in an attempt to save each taxpayer approx $50.00 each?!  This will require 
damaging cuts to Fx Cty services within all depts, including schools.  Please do not follow his 
grossly misguided proposal.  Please raise the real-estate tax rate to protect county services.  
This was the message that the public sent via the town hall mtgs!  Thank you, 

15 County Compensation Fairfax County Employees are going to have another year without cash raises, is it possible 
to give them raises that do not involve a salary increase?  For example, an employee who 
does well is awarded some extra annual leave.  Thank you. 
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# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

16 County Real Estate 
Tax 

The county needs to advertise a tax rate increase of at least $0.11 to be able to sufficiently 
fund needed services. This increase would benefit schools and the county as a whole. The 
cuts required by the schools if a lower tax rate is advertised and adopted will be 
DEVASTATING and have long-term impacts on the entire county, not just schools.  The 
quality of schools in Fairfax County is a draw - don't underestimate their importance.  An 
$0.11 increase is responsible and will not overburden households. 

17 Schools Energy Most, if not all "learning cottages" aka trailers leased by FCPS have thermostats that can 
NOT be programmed.  This means, as a result of management and leadership inattention to 
most effective use of public monies, that many of them continue to be heated 24:7 and during 
summer months, some of them continue to be cooled 24:7.   This is a shameful waste of 
public monies provided to FCPS by FFCty.    Funds should be allocated to insure future, if 
this is true, that future contracts include programmable thermostats.  Savings obtained by 
firing those who drafted, those who approved, and those who signed these contracts may 
provide some of the funds for this. 

18 Neither Other Some roads in the Hollin Hills subdivision have become badly deteriorated and this is 
probably incident to a combination of freeze-melt, application of melting chemicals and of 
course vigorous plowing.    However, some of this deterioration such as that on Mason Hill 
Drive revealed that the macadam surfacing was quite thin.  It appears to have been VERY 
thin.    Ascertain what company did the paving as contractor and more important which FCPS 
employees approved the job.  Fire them and realign savings there from to the general fund. 
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Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Final (April 20, 2010) 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

19 County Vehicles There are, at any given time, approximately 43 unused/idle police cruisers at the Mt Vernon 
substation.  There are probably equivalent numbers at all other substations.  WHY are these 
cars idle cars purchased.  It means that there are about 300 idle cruisers at any one time in 
FFCty.    Reduce the fleet and redirect savings in purchase and maintenance to the general 
fund.  Fire the employees who approved these redundant purchases. 

20 Schools Schools It appears from a listing of administrative personnel that The School Board itself has no 
independent capability to assess effectiveness of FCPS expenditures of any type.    Create a 
FCPS IG office subordinate ONLY to the Board of Education and fund sufficient personnel to 
insure it can provide effective, independent support to the Board Of Education.    The League 
of Women Voters, inter-alia, had identified this leadership and management deficiency 
repeatedly. 

21 County Real Estate 
Tax 

I don't know what community meetings you attended, but the two I attended, participants said 
they were willing to pay higher taxes for Schools, Police & Fire, Health and Children 
Services.    Advertise a $1.20 tax rate for 2011 and keep the Quality of Life in FX County the 
place I moved to raise my family! 
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# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

22 County DFS Three regional managers were cut from CYF.  Or were they?  Did they  bump anyone?  No.  
they go from regional managers to the following:    Our three current CYF regional managers 
will now direct other major efforts that are critical to the success of our work. * XXXXX will 
head up a newly expanded family team meeting / family group conferencing program to 
support families served through DFS as well as families served through the schools and the 
court. XXXXX will also continue to share in the leadership of the Casey Breakthrough 
Initiative in South County, which is helping reduce children's time in foster care and improve 
opportunities for reunification with their families.  * XXXXX's primary responsibility will be 
oversight of the division's Documentum initiative, enabling workers to access files online and 
work more efficiently.  She will also be involved in the development of organizational and 
process changes recommended by CYF Lines of Service teams and the previous 
Engagement Family team. * XXXXX will support a multidisciplinary approach to working with 
families in the Falls Church and South County regions. She will coordinate regional case 
staffings, supervisory and all-staff meetings, 

   training, and data sharing. She will also be involved in strategic community partnerships    
How does this save the County money?  It seems that just their titles were taken away. 

23 County and Schools Revenue You must not decrease the transfer to the public schools.  The quality of life and the 
reputation of Fairfax County is at stake.  Increase the real estate tax rate and search for 
additional funding such as a meal tax for the future to meet the request from the School 
board. 

24 Schools Schools Given the growth in student population in Fairfax County, decreasing the transfer to the 
public schools is a huge cut, and a giant step backward!  How can we maintain the value of 
our homes if we cut what makes our county a great place to live?  How can we encourage 
companies to locate here?    Step up to the plate and make the decision to raise the real 
estate tax to help make up this difference in the short term.  Make a plan to bring the meals 
tax to a county referendum for the longer term. Our future is worth it. 
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Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Final (April 20, 2010) 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

25 County Revenue Dear County Executive,    I have just reviewed your FY2011 advertised budget plan 
presentation and came across a glaring discrepancy:    -  Key theme from Public Input 
process:  "Increase real  estate tax rate to keep average homeowner's tax bill at FY2010 
level"  -  Proposed real estate tax rate:   5 cents which is a significant DECREASE of average 
homeowner's tax bill.  Why do you hold Community dialogue and a public input process if you 
are not following them?  A vast majority of Fairfax County residents have told you that they 
are not interested in cutting their taxes.  They want to preserve quality of life and qualify of 
their schools.  How can you propose a tax rate which corresponds to a decreasing real estate 
revenue, while the county and the schools are in the middle of a huge budget crisis?   I urge 
you,  all of Fairfax County residents who want to preserve essential County services, and all 
Fairfax County children in the school system urge you to at least, at a minimum, adopt the 
maximum Tax Rate increase of 8 cents. 

26 County Fire and 
Rescue 

Is THIS the year to cut the community emergency response team and the two people working 
it?   Have it rolled up into other programs, and cut the two positions. 

27 Schools Schools The pull of a great school system is the primary engine which brings businesses  to a region.  
Take away music, language, art and you bring it down to levels unacceptable to highly 
educated citizens; the same citizens running businesses, paying taxes and thus bringing 
money into the county.  It would be a mammoth mistake realized by declining property values 
and an exodus of business to neighboring counties which support the arts.    I urge the 
committee to vote to keep the Band / orchestra programs intact. 

28 County and Schools Retirement I know some other local jurisdictions are looking at offering early retirement to eligible 
employees. I don't know if Fairfax has considered that option or not. 
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Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Final (April 20, 2010) 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

29 County Transportation In reference to: Co Exec recommends Fairfax bicycle program cuts    I ride my bicycle from 
Huntington, VA in DC several times weekly along the Mt. Vernon trail and through several 
streets.  A bicycle IS a transportation vehicle - both in theory and in practice.  By riding my 
bicycle my family is able to get by with only one car, which we use sparingly and only for 
necessities and extreme weather.      What difference does it make if people who cycle don't 
ride in the rain?  It doesn't rain every day and on the days it doesn't riding a bicycle eases a 
substantial strain on crowded highways, parking lots and urban pollution.      I want to 
encourage this funding cut to NOT happen!  I love this area and can see the potential it has 
for bicycle transportation -- cutting this money is a step in the wrong direction. 

30 County Compensation Please stop giving extra holidays. This costs money that employees would rather have spent 
to reduce health insurance costs. There is unfair advantage with holidays as some agency 
employees can earn extra money and others have to take leave. 

31 County Compensation If the County is not giving pay raises again for FY 2011, then County management should 
limit the size of promotional raises from the high of 15%.  If the County does not do that, it is 
being arbitrary and capricious. 

32 County Compensation The county executive's message indicated that 2011 would be the second consecutive year 
without county employee compensation increases.  As a county employee, I did not receive a 
raise in FY09 or FY10, making FY 2011 the third consecutive year.  Please correct this 
information or clarify. 

33 Schools Schools Increasing class size is the way to go. It will not hurt the good reputation of the Fairfax county 
school system. The economic downturns are affecting the whole country, not just this area. If 
Fairfax county public schools are affected, others in the country will experience the similar 
budget shortage. 

34 Schools Schools Please ensure the quality of our county and our school system by increasing the FY2011 
budget to allow for all programs to be maintained.  It is unthinkable that we would be forced 
to reduce the quality of our county, which has been so esteemed by others across the 
country.  We need to protect what we have in Fairfax-- and this includes our school system 
and our future. 
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35 Schools Retirement Why aren't the rising costs of teacher pension's being evaluated as part of the overall need to 
raise real estate taxes again?  Please publish the teacher pension program as part of the 
2011 budget plan.  No more tax increases, it's time to spend the money on educating Fairfax 
county kids rather than pay for teacher's well paid retirements. 

36 County CSB I am a Clinical Psychologist with the Access program at the Mt Vernon CSB. I see individuals 
who are entering the system and the success of my work depends on having reasonable 
access to emergency services.     Eliminating the Emergency Services Office at Mt Vernon 
will greatly complicate our ability to engage new clients in services, since most come in with 
acute needs for psychiatric medications. Our clients are particularly vulnerable because we 
have among the poorest residents in the county. The vast majority depend on public 
transportation (or walk-in) for services at Mt Vernon. In my experience, many of them are 
fearful even of the "free" taxis to Woodburn that we have offered in the past when our doctor 
was unavailable because they were leery about traveling so far, or they had gone there 
previously and had negative experiences at Woodburn, which is often noisy and over-
crowded leading to long waits and rushed staff. The crowding situation will be magnified if 
Reston and Mt Vernon are both closed. People with major mental illness are simply unable to 
tolerate such additional stressors in the course of seeking help.     My concern is that the 
consequence of eliminating their ability to obtain emergency services in a reasonably 
convenient setting is that many of those who need medication and emergency intervention 
will simply choose to not get it. How can I convince someone who is paranoid or delusional to 
make an arduous journey to a place where they either don't know the people, or have had a 
bad experience? And, without appropriate mental health services, many more seriously 
mentally ill persons will be on the streets of Fairfax County, or in area emergency rooms, 
inpatient units, or jail cells, all of which will be expensive resources for treatment that might 
not have been required if the persons received the help they needed as out-patients.      
Please reconsider the elimination of the Mt Vernon Emergency Services Department. 

37 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Please raise the "Tax Rate Per  $100 Assessed Value" to $1.12 so we can keep our high 
quality of life with good schools, libraries that are actually open, and quality police & fire 
departments. 
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38 County Other Decrease the amount of Blackberrys and cell phones that the County hands out to non-
emergency employees. Go back to the pager system and have people call from land lines. I 
know so many County employees that use their so called "County phone" for personnel use. I 
pay for my own cell phone & I use my phone for business calls. 

39 County Other Get rid of all these Chiefs and hire more Indians. 

40 Schools Schools Please do not  cut the county's education budget.  That is our future. 

41 County Real Estate 
Tax 

It is irresponsible to set the advertised rate so low. We should set our rate at 11 or 12 cents 
higher.  At 8 cents you will kill many of the programs that make Fairfax County a great place 
to live.  I would move out of the county but my property values are so low that I can't afford to 
go.  Now my kids are going to have a sub standard education for a few years. BE TRUE 
LEADERS RAISE THE TAX RATE. 

42 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

I support a property tax rate increase to prevent cuts to our public schools, social services, 
and public safety. My family moved to Fairfax County for the excellent public schools. Our 
children attend FCPS, and we want to maintain our nationally recognized public schools. No 
cuts to the schools!!! Thank you, 

43 County Transportation Please rethink eliminating the 553 Fairfax Connector bus route.  It really increases the quality 
of living of those of us who take that bus.  Having to drive to a park and ride wastes time and 
fuel and the park and rides are already too limited in parking spaces.  Eliminating this bus 
route will cause even more crowding at Reston East park and ride.     I would be willing to 
pay more for the convenience of the 553 and I'm sure many others would as well.    Thanks 
for your time, 
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44 County Transportation I am really disheartened that the County is considering eliminating bus routes (especially 
621) after 8:30pm. Not everyone has 9-5 jobs, and I often find myself late at work or at a 
work-related function after work. If I cannot take the bus after 8:30, I do not know how I could 
get home.    I was so appreciative when Connector extended its service a few months ago, 
but to then take it away causes much stress. I bought a home in Fairfax knowing that bus 
service wasn't optimal, but I could deal with driving on weekends or driving to metro when I 
knew I'd be home after 10 or 11. With this proposed change, I cannot fathom why I ever 
moved out of Arlington in the first place.    I would very much like to speak at the public 
hearings, but since they are only offered at 3pm and 6pm April 6-8, I feel like the folks who 
would be most affected by change - working individuals - will not be able to weigh in on these 
proposed changes. I hope my message, which reflects the concerns of others, make it in the 
right hands.  

45 County Transportation I am a Fairfax County resident who relies on public transportation, due to a learning disability 
and vision difficulties.  The elimination of Sunday service for the Reston bus routes would 
hinder access to transportation for me and for many others who have similar situations.  
Please do not punish those of us with disabilities by taking away our independence!!! 

46 County Transportation Connector bus service leaving Wiehle Park and Ride must not be reduced to every 15 
minutes.  Rush hour buses are packed now at twice that frequency.     How can you possible 
build ridership for Metrorail by cutting out transit for all the people who would be riding rail in 
2013?  And, completely cutting feeder buses into the neighborhoods will make you lose the 
entire customer base for transit all the way  that would take cars off the road.      Maybe 
Metrorail to Wiehle is just for the developers after all: fewer buses= more cars, more 
congestion. 

47 County Transportation Re: Cancelling Sunday Bus Service in Reston/Herndon    Since I don't own a car, the bus 
service is essential. Cancelling Sunday service means I can't go to the grocery store or work 
if I'm called in. Please keep at least the RIBS 4 and 950 buses on Sunday. 
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48 County Transportation Fairfax Connector Service Cuts:  -With the elimination of routes 551, 552, 554 and 557, 
where do you expect all the people to park who now pick up the bus in their neighborhoods?  
--With buses running every 15 minutes, how will you be able to accommodate the numbers of 
people during rush hour? We already have buses that leave people because they are too full.  
--Where in the world are we going to park when construction starts on the parking garage for 
the Metro Wiehle station? 

49 County Transportation I'm extremely concerned about the elimination of bus service in Reston that connects to the 
Park and Ride. If I am reading this correctly, there will be no Connector buses in Reston that 
go to the East Park and Ride. This will make it impossible for some people to get to the Park 
and Ride and force the rest of us to drive there. There is already insufficient parking at the 
main lot. I hope you will consider adding extra coverage of streets to the RIBS so that public 
transportation to Park and Ride is still an option.  I live only 1 1/2 miles from the Park and 
Ride but it is impossible to walk there because there are no sidewalks and I have to cross the 
Dulles Toll Road.     The auxiliary lot on Sunset Hills is very inconvenient to use when 
traveling east   to West Falls because buses stop across the street  and not in the lot itself, 
perhaps you could look at having buses actually pull into the lot. 

50 County Real Estate 
Tax 

Please ADVERTIZE a rate that is high enough to support essential services and schools; you 
can always come down if during your review of the budget it seems wise to do so.  
Remember that you are offering the maximum relief (e.g., from real estate taxes) possible to 
those eligible.  Thank you, 

51 County DCCS Re:  Budget Cuts.  Do away with Consumer Protection Agency operated by the County since 
we have a very good State Agency available.  FFX county residents cannot use the state gay 
because we have our own.  State agency was much more helpful to me than FFX county. 
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52 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Your proposal to cut 1% from the transfer for FCPS and only a nickel increase in the prop. 
tax flat out makes me sick.  The fact that you are proposing this when, time after time in the 
last 4 months, parents and even many residents who DO NOT HAVE CHILDREN in FCPS 
have expressed a willingness to pay from 14 cents more in property tax (which is really not 
more at all)  up to 25 cents more to provide FCPS with the right support, just makes me 
sicker.      You have not explored all of the many options still left to raise revenues (the most 
blatantly obvious of which is the car decal) and trim fat.  Instead, you choose to go the 
Donner Party route and eat your own??  And the children at that??    here are my specific 
suggestions:    1) I demand that an outside party be hired (it's a small price to pay) to conduct 
a very thorough, independent audit of the county's operating expenses and budget.  If you've 
already done that, do it again.    2) Show some real character and forego your own pay.  After 
all, you're asking many others to forego theirs- permanently.      3) Show some guts and raise 
the property tax MUCH more than the measly increase you've offered.  You can always lower 
it again in a year or two, happens all the time.    I will guarantee you that if you do this, my 2-
income family and I will be out of here.  (Now multiply us by 200-300,000.)    Stop doing what 
you THINK is what "the 75% of residents without children in FCPS" want.  I suspect you are 
dead wrong.   In fact, I would guess that at least half of those 75% HAVE HAD or WILL 
HAVE children in FCPS and understand what's at stake.      The people who want to keep 
taxes low above all else and don't want to help FCPS may be very vocal- but they are in the 
minority.  If you don't believe me, go ahead- do this and see what happens when you are all 
up for reelection.  It won't be pretty for you. 

53 County and Schools  The proposed reduction to FCPS will likely cause a reduction in Full-Day Kindergarten.  This 
will adversely affect a significant population of children that need all the tools available to 
compete in the increasingly competitive globalized world. The lack of FDK will impact them 
for many years. In addition, many of these children do not have vocal parents to stand up to 
the special interest blocs that will lobby extensively to save their pet project.  We should 
focus on the basics and ensure a robust core education is provided that addresses the 
majority of the children. 
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54 Schools Schools I am extremely concerned about the budget cuts to the County School system.  In light of 
County Executive Griffin's proposed cuts, I believe the county should increase the property 
tax rate by 11 cents - equalization - and bring back the car decal ($33 each).  This will result 
in the collection of enough money for a BOS transfer to FCPS of the requested $81 million 
over FY2010.  This would save all critical programs, instead of gutting FCPS as is currently 
proposed. 

55 County Real Estate 
Tax 

The Fairfax County budget presentation convey a misleading message of real estate Tax 
increase. In fact, County Executive Anthony H. Griffin  is proposing a property tax rate which 
corresponds to a significant decrease in real estate tax bills.  Things are even worst on the 
non-residential side where property values decreased 18%, which combined with the slight 
proposed increase in tax rate result in a huge tax break to commercial real estate interests.     
It is hard to figure how the County executive could find a reason to propose a reduction in 
real estate taxes and a reduction of the money allocated to the schools, when enrollment in 
the school system will increase in the thousands, and when essential County services in 
public safety and health are facing devastating cuts for the second year in a row. Needless to 
say, the savings will end up costing much more in the long term, as they will result in 
declining school quality, and the County will then fail to attract and retain businesses the way 
it can today.     When will the County leadership understand that its budget process is flawed 
and that the starting point for the budget should not be based on the previous year's real 
estate tax rate, but instead should be based on the previous year's real estate tax revenues?  
This would remove the assessed values from the equation and at last, Fairfax County 
children's education would no longer be directly linked to the ups and downs of the real 
estate market. 
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56 County Real Estate 
Tax 

I just read that you are reducing the Public Safety budget, libraries, health services AND 
giving schools LESS than you gave them last year.  All to save me, the average taxpayer, 
$45.00.   Are you crazy?      There is no free lunch.  Services cost money.  Richmond isn't 
going to pay for it.  And the proposed budget outlined here online  will not maintain the 
Quality of Life I moved here for.    Take my $45 and add another $50 - 100.  Raise the tax 
rate to 1.20\$100 and fund the basic services that benefit everyone.  But with the extra 
money it should go first to schools and public safety.  Hold or reduce Parks & recreation, 
cancel the county fair.    PS I am a 60 year old widow who would love to retire, but the crooks 
on Wall Street made that impossible 

57 Schools Schools It makes absolutely no sense to remove the language immersion programs. those students 
still need to learn the subject (being taught in the foreign language) therefore there is no real 
savings as far as space or teacher's compensation.      For those who choose a language 
immersion program, charge them a fee to cover the additional materials ( of course offering 
subsidies to those who cannot afford to pay).    Look at the cost per student of various 
programs and make decisions based on that.    - Why delete the Kennedy center program 
which costs $7 per participating student instead of reducing the ESL which costs $2500 per 
participating student.  - the visit to the Observatory is $5 per student which could easily be 
covered by the parents as an activity fee.  For those on free or reduced lunch or public 
subsidy, they could be subsidized. 

58 County Local Vehicle 
Registration 

Fee 

My concern is about reinstating the vehicle registration fee.  Is there a way to do that without 
issuing the windshield stickers?  I thought the costs involved were the main reason that was 
discontinued.  I would like to see a cost breakdown on that before we move forward with it, 
including postage, paper and printing of the notifications, generating the stickers, postage 
again, collections of past due fees, number of staff and salaries required, payment location 
costs, etc.    We don't need to jump into something that looks like it will bring in $33.00 per 
vehicle only to be spending $34.00 each instead.     Thank you. 

59 County Transportation I personally do not support the proposed bus route cancellations in this proposal.  I'm curious 
to know if any type of study was conducted to determine the impact of cancelling many FFX 
connector routes.  In addition to many people counting on these routes to get to/from work 
each workday, the increase of vehicles on the already congested roads will be substantial.  I 
would propose considering raising the bus fares instead of eliminating the routes. 
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60 Schools Schools The impact of the proposed budget reductions would change the desirability of the Fairfax 
County schools from a positive to a negative.  My family moved often and we always 
considered schools when making decisions on where to live.  It is ridiculous to think in the 
short term and not realize the big picture affect these reductions to the schools would have 
on people who are considering moving into the area.  I have always been proud and happy to 
be a resident of Fairfax primarily due to the schools however this proposed budget will likely 
drive me and many others to consider moving to a county that can offer the programs 
important to our children's education.  I have loved the well rounded education provided to 
my three daughters which has included music, band, and sports.  Eliminating these is 
unthinkable and disheartening.  I feel so bad for my children and wish you would reconsider 
the budget. 

61 County Other In the documents I've seen regarding budget issues, there is repeated use of the acronym 
"SYE" in reference to County positions.  I've searched the County site and asked five other 
staff members, two of which are branch chiefs, attempting to find out what SYE stands for, 
with no success.  If possible, could you respond and let me know.  Perhaps the meaning of 
terms like that should follow, in parentheses, the term the first time it's used in the documents 
being produced. 
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62  CSB Additional Staff for Mental Health Therapist at various Mental Health Centers: Utilize 
residential counselors 2 to 1days a week to assist the Therapists and let the relief staff 
provide coverage on assigned days at ARS Programs. Previously, I worked at a residential 
site and I thought staff was overworked until I saw the volume of consumers come to the 
center for unannounced  appts throughout the day.  Amazingly enough, the therapist find 
time to assist the consumers and attend to their scheduled appts., too.  This would provide a 
cross-training experience for the employee, assist the therapist with their clerical duties, and 
save the county money.  I ,still ,advocate for utilizing relief staff in residential settings, 
assigning regular shifts, and alleviating full-time mental health counselor positions.  The 
county would save on health benefits, unnecessary shift coverage, decreased insurance 
payments due to the demands on the body  associated with job-related stressors , 
inconsistent schedules, and promote wellness.  I, also, think it would be wise to do research 
on the health of essential workers to determine how much the county is spending ;in oppose 
to other employees.    What can be done to provide the 24 -hour coverage without 
overstaffing?   Staff should be required to meet the needs of the facility and not their personal 
needs. 

63 County Real Estate 
Tax 

How is it when my value declines on my house you guys are raising the TAX RATE? Its 
already hard to live in the area, and I would assume that if my value went down I would finally 
get a break on my house tax. instead people are paying more and I know that it makes it very 
difficult to survive in this area. 
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64 Schools Protect Good Afternoon-    We chose to live in Fairfax County based on the excellence of education 
and the overall quality of life. With the looming budget deficit, the reasons we chose to live 
here are threatened.     As a member of the military community, schools are always our top 
priority. When we received orders to DC, we looked at all of the counties in the area and 
found much to like in each one. However, Fairfax County won out for us because of the 
schools. Without that edge, we might have made a different choice.    Fairfax County has an 
international reputation for outstanding education, the number one reason we moved here. 
Cutting programs like music and language and raising class sizes will, in a very short time, 
take Fairfax County from extraordinary to ordinary and eliminate the draw to many families.    
We realize that this year more than ever before, the choices made by the Board of 
Supervisors are incredibly difficult. However, rather than taking away Fairfax County's 
competitive edge, please consider raising taxes to make up at least some of the glaring 
shortages.     Normally, I wouldn't ask to pay more to live in one of the most expensive areas 
of the country, but without a drastic measure, we will lose the thing that brings families like 
mine here - the exceptionally high quality of education, and that would be disastrous.  Home 
prices would continue to fall, jobs would evaporate and families would move elsewhere, 
creating a continued downward spiral.    Please make the choice to keep Fairfax County 
Schools one of the best in the world, for all of us.     Thank you. 

65 County Compensation I am a County employee. I would like the Board to consider, if we are not to receive salary 
increases in FY 2011, at least an across the board cost of living increase for County 
employees. The Washington Post article about the budget intimated that there may not be 
any increases until 2013, which be almost five years without any increase in compensation or 
cost of living.    Also, would offering early retirement to staff already in the DROP program or 
close to retirement save some cuts to positions? 

66 County Transportation Bicycling is transportation.  I bicycled to high school, 4.7 miles each way.  I bicycle now as 
basic transportation. 
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67 County Fire and 
Rescue 

Stop abusing taxpayer dollars using grant dollars for things like a trailer for the Community 
Emergency Response Team at the homeshow.  Enough is enough.  They will never use the 
trailer and when the position gets cut and they cut the volunteer position in the fire 
department, watch them repaint over that and the fire department has a new trailer.  Abuse.  
Grant dollars are no substitute for programs that should be cut. 

68 County Expenditures WE DO NOT NEED MORE TAX AND SPEND POLICIES!  We don't need to support 
unfunded mandates. A $33 Automobile tag is an example of collecting a small amount of 
money while reminding the taxpayer that we want to GET YOU IF YOU DON'T GO TOTHE 
TIME AND EXPENSE TO GET A TAG AND INSTALL IT IN THE RIGHT PLACE. Let's just 
raise property taxes and build a county for the rich . . .Or we could cut the budget to live 
within our means!. 

69 County Transportation Please don't eliminate the Sunday RIBS buses or Sunday 505 bus. Instead, trim service from 
what are currently the first and last hours of the day. 

70 County Transportation The elimination of 3 Reston routes, and the reduction of another, makes zero sense.  The 
routes are already extremely crowded, and the parking at Reston East is not adequate.  The 
adoption of this would cause countless people, including myself, to consider driving to work, 
which is horrible for the environment.  These routes could be eliminated when Metro expands 
to Reston, but right now, it would be a terrible mistake and a disservice to public transit in the 
area. 

71 County Positions Eliminate any deputy director or assistant director position where there is more than one per 
agency. 
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72 County Real Estate 
Tax 

I am a middle-income resident in the North Springfield neighborhood. Since the housing 
downturn, my husband and I have seen our real estate tax bill go down each year over the 
past several years.  I wholeheartedly support raising the real estate tax rate to preserve the 
many, many vital programs that help keep our citizens safe and healthy. Anyone who has 
owned a home in the county for more than 5 years could afford real estate taxes prior to the 
downturn, and should be able to afford them now, provided they are still employed. It 
saddens me deeply to think that senior citizens, troubled teens and the mentally ill may have 
to face cutbacks in services. Please raise the rate enough to make a real difference in the 
budget. 

73 County Transportation I take the 951 Connector route to and from work everyday.  It is a route that I rely upon to get 
me to and from work.  Without this route I will not be able to reach my job.  I hope that the 
County will take another look at this proposed cut, and keep the 951 route.  I would be willing 
to pay another .05 - .10 cents for my ride everyday to keep this route alive.  I plan on 
attending the County meetings in April to keep the 951 route.  Thank you. 

74 County Retirement Uhmmmm. Since the budget is tight, why hasn't the county start forcing retirements. This 
county has been top heavy for years.  That is the problem. You have county workers 
collecting large salaries that should be gone so that the lower income people can keep their 
jobs. Janitors, Maintenance Workers, Policeman make this county what it is, not the County 
Executive. 

75 County Libraries Since the schools will be adversely affected by the budget cuts, it makes sense to put some 
money into the public libraries. Libraries are safety nets for all students. Our public libraries 
are already jammed and it makes sense to support an agency that gets used more heavily 
during economic downturns. 

76 County Transportation Regarding the Fairfax Connector bus routes--please reconsider eliminating all of the routes 
that service North Reston (554, for example). There are not enough parking spaces at the 
park and ride lot--this lot is small and fills up so early. I will be unable to get to my job as our 
family has one car. Please consolidate other routes and continue to service main roads like 
Wiehle and Reston Parkway!! 
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77 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Please, when you put together the budget for the county, prior to the school transfer, 
increase the real estate tax rate.      I am not normally one to wish for increases, but I believe 
we have no other choice after looking at what cuts could be made.  Lawmakers also need to 
find ways to keep more of the funding raised in Fairfax County locally. It sometimes feels as 
though we are the "cash cow"  for the rest of the Commonwealth of VA and it needs to stop!   
I speak to you as a 15 year resident of Fairfax County, having relocated here for my 
husband's job, as a ACTIVE PTA member (5 as a PTA President, with 3 of those at 
Westfield) FCPS Substitute Teacher (8 years), and active community volunteer.  We are 
doing what we can do make cuts in our schools, and pulling up to the table to pay for our 
"free public" education where appropriate.  The quality of our public schools is already 
suffering.         If the appropriate funding transfers do not happen from the state and Fairfax 
County, what is Northern Virginia left with?  The schools are the primary reason we moved 
here in the first place, and quality must not suffer any longer if NoVA is to continue to attract 
business.       Please vote for taxes and legislation that supports our schools in Northern 
Virginia.  Thank you. 

78 County Real Estate 
Tax 

Having quality services like good parks, libraries, and schools costs money. We can save 
money by being more efficient but in the end you get what you pay for. So please raise taxes 
to save the high quality of our services. 

79 County Parks How about have a  web site link that allow Fairfax county resident reserve outdoor tennis 
courts and pay hourly fee for it.  There are sometime some people hold the court for a very 
long time. It will be great if we are able to reserve court for a fee and know when the court will 
be available and doesn't waste time waiting there. 
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80 County and Schools Expenditures I oppose raising the real estate tax, YET AGAIN, and any other tax for that matter. CUT 
spending. That is the only real solution to the budget mess.     As far as schools, cut the jobs 
of assistant superintendents and assistant principals and other administrators first, before 
cutting teachers' jobs and increasing class sizes. Poorly performing teachers, and anyone 
else paid with taxpayer money, should be let go.    Reduce redundant and unnecessary 
programs and offices. Has the Office for Homelessness that was created last year been shut 
down yet, with the big salary for the director and an assistant?? Better to use that money to 
save teacher jobs.    You should provide more revenue-generating services. For example, 
there is high demand for classes, such as swim, at county rec facilities, but not enough 
available classes. More instructors should be hired so there can be more classes, and 
revenue is generated for the county by the people who pay for the classes.    Yet you want to 
keep funding services that do not generate any revenue and are paid for by all taxpayers, for 
example, full-day kindergarten for select schools, language immersion programs for select 
languages at select schools, emergency room and other health services for illegal aliens.    
Cut spending, cut spending, cut spending. Do you get it yet?   

81 County Transportation With the proposed elimination of Fairfax County Connector routes 951 and 952, how does 
the county propose to service the Unites States Geological Survey (USGS), a federal 
government facility, from West Falls Church, etc.?  Service via RIBS 1 and 3 has already 
been eliminated and/or extremely reduced. 

82 County Transportation Here's a way to increase revenue on the Fairfax County Connector - enforce the fare policy 
regarding Children Age 5 and older which are to pay the adult fare.  I consistently see adults 
board their children without paying.  The same can be said for those boarding with more than 
two children. 

83 County Compensation How many years must County employees endure no pay raises of any sort while schools are 
demanding in door tracks? 

84 County Transportation The US Geological Survey at 12201 Sunrise Valley Drive is a major  employer.  Your 
proposal to delete bus service to this site does not  make sense.  I have no other way to get 
to work. 
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85 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

I am a homeowner and I have three children who have graduated from FCPS schools and 
I'm a resident of Fairfax County. I am writing to you to ask that the Board of Supervisors fully 
fund and support the Superintendent's and School Boards proposed budget.  In light of falling 
real estate property values, the real estate tax rate was cut too deeply in the proposed 
budget. This put our school system in a situation in which budget cuts will have to be made to 
important programs in our schools. Cutting these programs will have devastating 
consequences on the quality of Fairfax County Schools and will affect the schools for years 
to come (I would expect at least a generation of children). FCPS will not be able to attract or 
retain teachers with this continued policy and the quality of education will suffer even more.  
As a home owner, I realize that the number one reason families move into a neighborhood is 
for the schools.  Fairfax County Schools cutting integral programs such as elementary 
instrumental music, people will not hold the schools in high regard and will move to school 
districts where programs such as foreign language immersion, all day kindergarten and 
instrumental music are held in high regard and are funded.  I know that my real estate 
property value will fall even further if people and businesses are not moving here because of 
the deep cuts made to the schools.  Current county businesses will also see a negative effect 
on recruiting the best people for their openings.  I urge you to set the real estate property tax 
rate change at 11 cents higher rather than the projected 5 to 8 cents suggested by the county 
executive and I also want the county vehicle registration fee of $33 reinstated.  Anything else 
will not be adequate to sustain the quality of life that we have come to expect in Fairfax 
County.  Many of us are more than willing to pay more to sustain these programs.  In the long 
run it will sustain our schools and protect our home values which for many of us are our 
largest and only asset. 

86 County Parks It is important that you do not cut funding for the Fairfax County Parks.  We walk in Huntley 
Meadows Park every day.  The park employees provide valuable services that keep the park 
safe for all county residents to enjoy.  They also provide services such as snow removal.  
Since the economic downturn, we have noticed an increased number of visitors to the park.  
Many families now visit the park.  The parks make Fairfax County a great county. 

87 Schools Schools I hope we can keep the wonderful programs like language , Art and band & strings. These 
programs enrich the kids  for their life. 
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88 County Transportation dear to whom it may concern we need to save our 929 and 927 buses understand they are 
used to get people to work if you eliminate 929 and 927 you will put other county government 
business in trouble people will not be able to get to work. please please know you will put 
other out of a job more jobs will close and it will hurt the budget more 

89 County Real Estate 
Tax 

I grew up in Fairfax County, and three years ago I bought a house here to ensure a great 
quality of life for my children.   My modest house cost far more than it would have anywhere 
else because of the quality of life--which includes schools, parks and libraries.  Cuts to these 
services are simply unacceptable--particularly the proposed 15% cuts to the libraries and 
parks.  It will simply take too long, if ever, to recover from such drastic cuts.  With the 
declining real estate values, the answer is clear--raise taxes to offset the budget shortfall.  
Moreover, friends and family have already been laid off during this recession.  Please do not 
pass a budget that causes more hard working Fairfax County employees lose their jobs.  We 
want our taxes raised enough to keep the quality of life that distinguishes Fairfax County.   
With the reduced real estate assessment, this will not even be a hardship.  The true hardship 
would come from cutting services and jobs.  Please raise out taxes to prevent that from 
happening!  Thank you. 

90 County Transportation I strongly discourage the movement to eliminate bus routes 951 and 952. I commute to work 
via bus 951. The bus is always full, and for many of the passengers, it is their primary means 
to work. Even for those of us with personal vehicles (but without 4WD), the bus was our only 
option to get to work following the storms of this winter. Routes 951 and 952 serve 
businesses and organizations along the length of Sunrise Valley Drive and Sunset Hills Drive 
and provide an essential connection between Reston and the Metro system. I understand 
that the budget is tightly constrained, but please consider a reduction in route frequency (less 
preferred) or an additional fare increase (preferred) as alternatives to eliminating these routes 
entirely. 
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91 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Please, PLEASE advertise the real estate tax rate at a level high enough to fully fund the 
county and the schools.  Please.  I just got my tax assessment, and my home has gone from 
a value of 520K to 335K in the past three years.  I WANT TO PAY MY SHARE IN TAXES TO 
KEEP THIS COUNTY A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE -- raise my rate so I can keep paying what 
I have been paying.  PLEASE!   This is a COMMUNITY and we all need to PAY OUR 
SHARE.  I don't want libraries closed, I don't want teachers cut, and I don't want public safety 
compromised.  Do what is right. 

92 Schools Schools please fully fund the school budget... we do not want the quality of education to go downhill in 
this county. Many of us moved here to give our kids quality education- one of the best in the 
USA. if you need to increase taxes, please do. If you increase property tax a smidgeon, 
people will pay the same amount they did before since the decline. And we will be able to 
continue to provide our kids a good well rounded education. 

93 County Transportation To get to work I have to take the 951 bus to the Herndon-Monroe Park & Ride, and to return 
from work, I have to take the 952. My bus stops in the morning and in the late 
afternoon/evening, is at the corner of Hunter Mill and Sunrise Valley. There are no other 
routes that can get me to my job and back home. If those two bus routes are eliminated, I will 
not be able to get to work. I do not own a car and must spend my money carefully. Please 
reconsider eliminating routes and consider reducing service instead. 

94 Schools Schools The schools are absorbing more and more kids, many of whom have expensive special 
needs.  They have already cut their request way back - to reduce funding from the last two 
years, when all these new children are asking to be educated, is short-sighted and harmful.  
Please fund the school budget. 

95 Schools Schools Please fully fund the schools.  That is not a place to cut back. Good schools keep the 
property values from plummeting. 

96 Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Good morning,    I would like to express my concern regarding the proposed FY 2011 budget.  
I am in favor of a real estate tax increase and a reinstatement of the car decal fee to fully 
fund the school budget.  Our public schools are our best asset.  My husband and I are both 
Fairfax County School graduates and want our children to receive the same high quality 
education we did.    Thank you. 
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97 Schools Transportation Save transportation money for schools, cut all late buses and  gifted buses.  Charge for AP 
classes. 

98 County Transportation Please consider significantly steeper fare increases rather than service cuts for the Fairfax 
Connector.    I am a Reston resident who depends on the Fairfax Connector 552 bus to get to 
work.  I also depend on late night and weekend service of the 505 for trips to DC.    I 
understand the budgetary crunch, and would be willing and able to pay significantly higher 
premium rates for bus service.  But if you entirely cut the 552 route as well as late night and 
Sunday service on the 505, I will be forced to use a car, adding to severe traffic and parking 
congestion. 

99 County Transportation I can't believe you all expect us to go completely no where on Sunday! That is when I do 
most of my grocery shopping and that is when my husband comes all the way from his job in 
Alexandria. Now what are we going to do without his way from and to work on that day. Bad 
enough we had to reduce our transportation to the buses now the buses is going to reduces 
us to only going anywhere M-F and reduced Sat. Thanks! Now we may have to get rid of my 
husband's job! Good paying one at that! I propose at least one route on Sunday to and from 
Westfalls Church. That way people can at least walk or taxi the rest of the way home. You 
know one for each area Herndon rest on Tyson’s corner. You can't keep taking our way to 
and from money and expect to get more money from us! 

100 County Transportation I am a current rider of the Fairfax connector number 951  it goes to the Usgs where I am 
currently employed. If you get rid of this bus I will have no way to get to my job please 
consider this I work with several others and they would have no way to get here either. 
Please consider some other option do not get rid of my only way to get to my employment. 
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101 County Compensation I lived through the 1930’s depression and saw it extended by the firing of State and Local 
employees.  Our State and your County are making the same big mistake.  A fired employee 
will get unemployment compensation and welfare and be a drain on the community.  A better 
method is to reverse the pay raises that they have had over the last few years.  If all 
employees get reductions back to 2002, you would not need to fire so many.  A fired Fairfax 
employee can not pay the taxes to Fairfax on a house or pay income tax to the State so that 
the State does not have money to subsidize Fairfax County.  At least you should make a 
calculation to see the result of this idea.  Nearly all Fairfax and State employees have 
received raises during the last eight years.  They would not starve if they had a reduction.  
Firing is cruel and causes a reduction is spending which means less Sales Tax to the 
Government. family disruption, even suicide. 



 29

Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Final (April 20, 2010) 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

102 County OPPP Fairfax County should eliminate unnecessary layers of management with coordinators of  
coordinators and facilitators of facilitators that were created when the county  was flush with 
funds from large appreciation of home values.  This streamlining  would make for a more 
efficient and effective operations for county residents  while balancing the budget in response 
to the economic crisis.     For example, let us look at the Office of Public Private Partnerships 
with a  manager making some $126,000 a year  
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/2008/217.htm     The mission of the office is as follows:  
The Office of Public Private Partnerships creates and develops public-private partnerships to 
stimulate positive change in the community and encourage civic involvement and 
responsibility. The office brings together representatives and resources from public and 
private sectors to address community issues impacting the quality of life in the county.     One 
has to ask what that means:  http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/partnerships/op3_fact_sheet.pdf  
The fact sheet states that the office is a clearing house but there is no reason  why the line 
offices could not do the work of this extra coordinator/clearing house except to increase 
county expenditures -- and justify more taxes.     An internal audit also showed that this is 
one more office that needs to be audited  and thus again increase county expenditures and 
taxes:   
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/audit/pdf/reports/2009reports/091303_opppfinal_report.pdf     
So, does the office bring in so much private contributions to justify its existence?  The 
newsletter of Fall 2009 shows this to be a questionable proposition:  
http://fcrevite.com/partnerships/fall_op3_newsltr-4pgs.pdf  The newsletter reports a $150,000 
gift over 3 years and a $5,000 grant.  If the office is eliminated, the director's salary and 
benefits alone  would more than equal the gifts that were trumpeted.  In addition to the fact 
that the office has 9 employees.     This brings me to the next question: In the federal 
government,  a manager does not usually make over $125k for  managing 9 people who are 
facilitating conferences  in addition to hiring private facilitators.  So, is the Fairfax County 
government salary schedule  higher than that of the federal government and other local 
governments?     I am sure that the office has good citizens with good intentions but I believe 
Fairfax County should eliminate that office and return coordination of public-private 
cooperation to line offices rather than pay for duplicative services with little return for 
taxpayers. 
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103 County Transportation I rely on the Fairfax Connector to get to and from work every day. When I first purchased my 
house, I had two possible bus routes to get from Franklin Farm to my office in Reston. Last 
year, the 557 was changed, leaving only the 929 connecting Franklin Farm to 
Reston/Herndon. The new budget would eliminate that, too, leaving the only possible public 
transportation route between two places in the same town to go an hour out of the way 
through Vienna. Please, don't completely cut off Franklin Farm from the town that it's part of! 

104 County Transportation This is In reference to proposed elimination of Fairfax Connector routes 951 & 952.  Not 
included in the proposal is elimination of Route 980.  This means that in order to provide 980 
service, buses must be taken back EMPTY from WFC Station in the a.m. and EMPTY from 
Herndon Monroe P&R in the p.m.  It is incomprehensible to me how the County will save 
money by returning these buses empty to provide scheduled Route 980 service when fares 
could be collected from Routes 951 & 952 passengers which would serve the dual purpose of 
getting those same buses back to where they are needed to provide Route 980 service!!!!!! 

105 County Capital 
Construction 

Stop renovating buildings until the budget is better.  We are currently re-building 3 libraries at 
the same time and we had to rent space and have utilities brought in to the leased space so 
there would be a temporary library.  If we did anything at this time, we should have done 1 at 
a time and just closed it until the new one opened. 

106 Schools Schools The drastic budget cuts to our public schools, I believe, will have severe impact on the 
"health" of the county as a whole {over time}.    The County BOS need to SERIOUSLY take 
into consideration the long term effects of slashing the programs that make FCPS system 
one of the most sought-after in the country.  Home values will continue to decline, as a result, 
and there won't be much incentive left for anything, as the effects-- of these budget cuts-- 
draw out over the long term. People simply WILL just not want to go through the trouble to 
live here anymore and then, bye bye tax base (speaking long term here...think hard before 
you start slashing...) 

107 County Expenditures Eliminate the following agencies:  OEM, Revitalization, Office for Women and Agency to 
Prevent and End Homelessness.   These agencies are redundant as their functions are 
already  done by existing agencies (Police, Fire, Housing, and DFS). 
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108 County Vehicles Why are County employees still driving County vehicles home (out of the County)?  This is a 
complete waste! 

109 Schools Schools Keep the music programs the way they are!!  No cuts! 

 As of March 4, 2010   

110 Schools Schools I understand that budgets are tight this year and lots of programs offered by Fairfax County 
public schools are under consideration for being drastically changed and possibly cut.  One 
such program of particular interest to me is the "Foreign Language Immersion" program.  I 
currently have two daughters who are enrolled in this program and I would be extremely 
disappointed to see it go.  Given the multi-year nature of the program and how each grade 
level depends on the previous grade level seeding it with new students, cutting it if only for a 
year or two could result in this wonderful program being eliminated for a very long time.  
Please don't throw away the investment already placed in the program, even if it means 
raising property taxes or cutting other services.    Thank you for your consideration, 

111 County and Schools Libraries and 
Schools 

The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors should do all it can to insure that the school system 
and library services do not face further cuts to their budgets.    The property tax rate should 
be increased to meet the budget needs of the county.  This is one of the wealthiest counties 
in the United States and we should not be cutting corners on our public school system.      It 
is exactly this outstanding school system that attracts business and families.  Cutting back on 
the school system will only exacerbate the loss of value on our real estate and harm the 
employment market.    Thank you. 

112 County Transportation Proposed bus elimination. How does this solve anything? It simply puts more cars on the 
road. And most importantly, why does the south side of Reston get to keep one of it's 
commuter routes (551) and the north side doesn't?    Reston/Herndon buses are some of the 
most heavily used buses in the area and we've proved that we are willing to pay increased 
fares in order to keep service 
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113 County Transportation How can you think of eliminating ALL the Sunday Fairfax Connector service throughout 
Herndon? Do you know how many people rely on public transportation in Herndon? We won't 
even have a way to get to the Reston Town Center, Herndon-Monroe, or West Falls Church 
metro? Citizens without vehicles will be stuck. What kind of public transportation plan is this? 
Why don't you eliminate some of the Saturday 30 minute schedules and some of the 20-
minute rush-hour trips on the 950 so that SOME service is running Sunday? You just created 
the RIBS5 and now you're eliminating Sunday service altogether on the RIBS lines? This is 
preposterous. Please reconsider this VERY seriously. 

114 County Libraries Libraries are needed most when the economy is at its worst. It isn't just that families take 
greater advantage of library resources when their entertainment budget decreases. On a 
downward economic cycle, libraries become important elements of economic recovery as the 
unemployed seek help with resumes, job searches, job applications and work skills 
improvement. Libraries are an essential information link between the least advantaged of us 
and the rest of the economy. I know that every part of the budget deserves scrutiny, but the 
proposed cuts in library service are much too deep. 

115 Schools Schools Some of the cuts would impact all students, such as class size.  There is evidence that class 
size is related to quality of education.  Other cuts, such as to elementary band & strings and  
foreign language in elementary programs (FLES and immersion), would effect a minority of 
students.  These programs are not essential to core education and while they sound good 
there is no evidence that children achieve a measure of success in these endeavors after 
they leave the school system.  As one of the wealthiest counties in the country, many families 
can afford these luxuries and they should not be subsidized by taxpayers.  I am a parent of 
two elementary aged children and would prefer to see those programs cut than a tax 
increase or an increase in class size. 

116 County Transportation I would like the bus routes 929 and 927 to be continued in the future as they are really useful 
for the daily commute. 

117 County Transportation The reduced bus service is detrimental to the regular bus users. So please consider 
continuing the bus service such as 929 and 927. 
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118 Schools Schools Cut Special Education funding! It is not fair that Special Ed students get personal minders 
and significant resources, while "normal" students are forced into larger class sizes and 
funding cuts for beneficial programs. 98% of "normal" students will go on to be productive, 
tax paying members of society in the future, while the Special Ed kids will always be a drain 
on the state coffers. It is not about being politically correct or sensitive to special needs, it is 
about being practical in economically challenging times. 

119 County Transportation The elimination of the Reston commuter express bus lines (552, 553, 554,557) would be the 
ultimate betrayal of the people in Reston who take public transportation rather than further 
clog the already clogged roadways from Northern Va. to Washington. These and the other 
drastic cuts in public transportation will lead to a logistical and environmental nightmare. You 
will pay the price! 

120 County Transportation The 929 is the only bus that goes to my daily place of work.  I come from Silver Spring, MD 
every day.  I will not be able to get to      13600 EDS Drive  Herndon, VA  20171 

121 County Transportation I along with many other frequent Connector Bus #554 riders are very concerned about the 
plan to cease the route into North Reston. It is our only means of getting to work after the 
elimination of #556 last year. We urge reconsideration of this proposed change. Using Ribs 
#4 will not provide a coordinated or well timed connection to a bus going to WFC Metro Sta. 
Using cars is really a bad alternative.    A concerned commuter 

122 County Transportation I am a rider of the 929 Fairfax connector bus.  This is the only way I am able to access this 
area for me to work.  What you are proposing with have significant impacts beyond just 
myself failing to be able to ride public transit.  Most riders who use that bus use supplemental 
transportation services such as the subway and other buses to access the Fairfax connector.  
In total I spend around 8 dollars (A DAY)  in my total trip costs which will now be used in car 
travel which will effect you in a very real way. Thanks for looking out for your constituents. 

123 County Police Why not absorb the Police Department back in to the Sheriff's Office - make it one agency? 
You can restructure the pay scale cap to the Sheriff's, freezing the differences and weed 
those out through attritions. If both entities are the highest paid in the region, then by having 
one Department, you can alleviate at least some of the staffing issues between the 
Departments. 
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124 County Transportation Fairfax Connector service in Reston: Buses are crowded and standing room only during the 
work week. Decreasing service is not the answer. I noticed 'surveys' taken at the wrong time 
- Fridays and near or during holiday periods. That is a skewed view of total ridership. During 
Metro station construction at Wiehle many more riders will need service from 552, 553, 554 
and 557 all over Reston because fewer parking spaces will be available.  Why not wait until 
the Silver line is up and running to decrease service.  I'd be willing to pay more to keep 
present services. 

125 County Real Estate 
Tax 

I am opposed to any proposed increase to the property tax rate.  With declining home values, 
I had expected some relief with reduced property taxes, however with the increase to the rate 
last year and a proposed increase to the rate for next year, that has not happened.  While the 
rate increases have not been monumental, my biggest concern is when property values 
increase, the rate will not be adjusted downward to keep tax bills flat.  When values were 
soaring, our tax bills did the same and when they do again, I'm inclined to believe out tax bills 
will do the same.  It is time to tighten our belts by reducing services.  Thank you for your time.

126 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Please do not devastate our schools.  Raise the property tax!  Make sure FC has small 
classrooms where real learning can take place.  If we do not educate our young people we 
will have young adults who are unemployable and will cost the County millions more than a 
good education! 

127 County Transportation Please keep the Fairfax Connector 951 route.  I take this bus to get to work.  Without this 
line, I don't know how I will be able to get to my job.    Can another route pick up the 951?  
Can the 951 schedule be trimmed back to run less frequently, or raise the fare a little?      I 
am a Fairfax County resident and live in the Providence district.      Please keep the 951! 
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128 County and Schools Expenditures Provide more cuts and live within your means.  Citizens don't get raises when things are 
tough and neither should the County expect the taxpayers to pay more when the County 
can't properly budget.  Cut out all the worthless programs wasting taxpayer’s money.  The 
Tysons lunch bus recently in the news is a prime example.  How many other wasteful 
programs are there??  Get rid of all the fluffy programs and get back to basics.  The County 
should have been saving some $ when the Real Estate assessments doubled in a short time 
rather than adding more programs to spend all they took in.  Also, get rid of the car 
registration fee idea.  It is pennies in the budget and just a nuisance.   The schools are the 
worst for whining for money and should also get rid of the fluff and reduce the bloated 
administration. 

129 County and Schools Revenue Safeguard the county and its ability to preserve our world-class schools and essential 
services. Generate enough revenue by ensuring maximum flexibility in the advertised tax rate 
-- set it at $1.12 or higher (8-cent increase or higher) and approve the vehicle registration 
license fee to account for critical uncertainties in state funding. 

130 County Transportation The end of the 951 would be a significant inconvenience for my work but I could walk the mile 
or so to an alternative bus.  My concern is for the older people and disabled people who 
make up a significant portion of the other passengers and really couldn't get to other forms of 
transportation.  Could the board consider a compromise such as running the 951 every hour 
or at least a few times in the morning and afternoon?  People would have to adjust their 
schedules but at least it would give those in need a transportation option.  Thank you. 
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131 County and Schools Expenditures I have been with the county more than 20 years and this brings a total of at least 4 if not 5 
years where the employee has not gotten any raise whatsoever.  Now I also realize that I’m 
fortunate in that I still have a job where many others do not and with the upcoming RIF 
process further county staff will be let go.  I think there comes a point in time when we have 
to look at what the expectations are for the residents and make them understand that 
programs will be gone.  The politics involved with the police department in offering up the 
school resources officer is simply that, politics.  The program needs to get cut. Its on the 
table, cut it.  I live in Fairfax county and have seen the cost of homes drop and rise as have 
the tax assessment.  The balancing act of raising the tax rate just enough to offset the drop in 
tax assessment is nothing more than watering the problem.  Raise the tax to a point where 
we don’t have to lay off any employees.  The county employee have taken the brunt of the 
budget shortfalls for many years and its time for the politics to end.  The board of supervisors 
wants to take care of their voters, however, the reason they have a job and a successful 
county is because of the employees.  Each year we are asked to do more with less.  At what 
point is enough enough? 

132 County Transportation My name is XXXXX in Fairfax County.    I currently use Bus Route 951 to get from West Falls 
Church Station to work at the U.S. Geological Survey, and I am hoping that you can be 
persuaded to retain Fairfax Connector Bus Routes 951 & 952 especially since the same 
buses used on these routes would otherwise be brought back empty to provide scheduled 
Route 980 service.    HOWEVER, if the determination to terminate Route 951 is irrevocable (I 
hope this is NOT the case,) please understand that previous decisions concerning Routes 
RIBS 1 & RIBS 3 service HAD BEEN MADE BASED ON THE AVAILABILITY OF Route 951, 
& please SERIOUSELY consider restoring the USGS loop for RIBS 1 from 2:45p.m. through 
7:45p.m.  This will allow   *****NOT only USGS customers, but ALL of the Route 951 
customers*****   from Edmond Haley Dr. to Reston Parkway to make at most a 7 minute walk 
to the USGS to get the RIBS 1 to Reston Town Center and then the Route 505 to West Falls 
Church Station.    And. obviously, the same would be needed for the RIBS 3 from 5:45a.m. 
through 9:45am (again, if the elimination of Route 951 is irrevocable - which again, I hope is 
NOT the case.    Thank you for taking this request seriously.   
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133 County Compensation If the county took one annual leave day away from every employee, would that reduce county 
debt? 

134 Schools Schools Hello,  I would like to voice my support of maintaining funding to the schools.  I do think they 
the school administrative budget should be looked at, but according to their statistics, their 
numbers are low compared to other jurisdictions.  Our family will be heartbroken if Japanese 
Immersion is canceled and we are certainly willing to pay a little more in our taxes to keep it.  
Thank you. 

135 Schools Schools Please, please, please DO NOT continue to cut money from our public schools.  We moved 
our family to Fairfax County from California because of the reputation of the public school 
system.  It is one of the ONLY reasons we continue to reside in Fairfax County.  We own our 
home and pay plenty of taxes.  And yet, we would be willing to pay more taxes if it meant the 
quality of our student's education does not change.  What about a meal tax, for those 
restaurants in Fairfax County?  Raise our property taxes again.  Do something other than 
cutting education.  These students are going to lead our country one day.  Why give them 
anything less than the best?  I hope this Board makes the right choice for our future. 

136 County Transportation 927 (8.25 PM) bus service should continue.   I take that bus to come home. 

137 County Transportation 980 Bus service (8:17, 8:35 PM) should continue.  I am ready to pay more fare, but I need 
this bus service. 

138 County Transportation Please keep the Fairfax Connector 951 route.  I take this bus to get to work.  Without this 
line, I don't know how I will be able to get to my job.    Can another route pick up the 951?  
Can the 951 schedule be trimmed back to run less frequently, or raise the fare a little?      I 
am a Fairfax County resident and live in the Providence district.      Please keep the 951! 
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139 County Transportation Elimination of the Fairfax Connector Bus Route 951    In an effort to limit congestion and own 
only one car, I have relied on the 951 bus route to commute to work at the US Geological 
Survey in Reston for over 5 years.  I ride the bus every day.  When the bus changed from a 
15 minute schedule to a 30 minute one, we (the riders) adjusted, though were frustrated.  
The bus at 8:00am (my bus) is full of riders, as much as the other ones we see in the bus 
depot.  People depend on the bus, and the bus is full. Why not change the fare rather than 
cancel the service.  Just think, every bus is upwards of 50 more cars on the roads of Fairfax 
making the horrible traffic that much worse. 

140 Schools Schools I have been a resident of Fairfax County since 1980.  I and many other residents chose to 
live in Fairfax County because of the schools' excellent reputation.  Continuing to make 
Fairfax County a desirable place to live is extremely important.  Fully funding the schools and 
keeping the school system at its superior status is vital so that Fairfax County will continue to 
draw residents who value education.  Not only will this continue to make Fairfax County a 
desirable place to live, it will also help real estate values to rise, helping the county to collect 
more taxes in the future.  Therefore, I support raising the taxes, if necessary, to fully fund the 
school budget. 

141 County Transportation The elimination of bus route 553 which serves a high populated area in Reston.  Forces 
residents to drive to an over crowded park and ride.  Not servicing Glade Drive in any fashion 
does not make sense.  Eliminate routes that are not used or have multiple buses eliminating 
one that only has one bus put the burden back on the commuter. 

142 County Real Estate 
Tax 

I encourage the BoS to adopt the County Executive's recommendation to raise the tax rate to 
$1.12.  I would support up to a rate of $1.15.     While economic times are hitting most of our 
community members, we all still expect high standards and a quality of life we all want.  After 
last year's cuts to programs, another year would be devastating to most.    Safety, schools, 
libraries, and other programs are ALL important to our daily lives and must be protected.    
Yesterday, I heard Alma Powell say, "Each one of us has an obligation.  For those who have 
given much, much is expected.  What we have to understand is in this country what we have 
is that we all have an obligation to give back to the society that sustains us."    I think her 
words apply her.    
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143 County Transportation Employees at the U.S. Geological Survey use some of the buses (951 and others) that are 
proposed for elimination, as their primary transportation to and from work.  The U.S. 
Geological Survey would like a voice to state that the elimination of these services puts a 
strain and hardship on these employees.  If there is any way to reconsider this elimination 
proposal, it would be greatly appreciated.  I can provide further details if needed and can be 
reached at XXXX  Thank you for your consideration. 

144 Schools Schools Please think long and hard before cutting budgets for music and the arts in our public 
schools.  These are absolutely necessary for children to grow up with a rich understanding of 
cultural things.  Raise the real estate tax by .08 or  .09 cents if you must, be do not destroy 
music and the arts when school age children deserve so much to have it as part of their 
future adult lives.  Thank you. 

145 Schools Schools I do not support the 1% decrease in the budget for schools - the money has been cut too 
much already!!! 

146 County and Schools Schools As Fairfax county citizens with children in the public school system, I urge you to raise the 
property taxes so our schools do not take the brunt of the budget cuts.  We are proud of our 
schools and know taking away our teachers and support staff, as well as adding kids to each 
classroom, will be a detriment to the outstanding education we have come to depend on.  
Please raise the property taxes so we can keep our schools in tip top educational shape. 

147 Schools Schools I am concerned that the Gifted and Talented classrooms, already very overcrowded, will be 
increased in size even more than other classrooms. My son has over 30 children in his 5th 
grade class already, and they barely have room for their backpacks in the classroom, as well 
as minimal teacher interaction and feedback. why should these classrooms be singled out for 
greater increases in class size?   Thanks, 

148 Schools Schools Please do not take a step backwards and change Kindergarten to half day.  It is too rushed 
and chaotic when it is short.  I have seen the children in my neighborhood benefit so much 
more from a full-day of school.  I understand freshman sports are very important, but a child's 
education should come first, and extra-curricular second.  Regards, 
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149 County and Schools Revenue Lowering (net) taxes while cutting the school budget by almost a hundred million dollars is a 
crime, and that's before the State makes its cuts to K-12 education.    Programs will be cut 
that will turn FCPS into just another ordinary school district. Evidence shows that programs 
that are eliminated, such as music and language programs -- as would be inevitable given 
the currently proposed budget -- take a decade or more to rebuild.    Don't do this to our 
schools. Show the leadership that we need and raise property taxes by at least 8 cents, and 
bring back the car decal. Deploy the restaurant tax if Richmond lets us.    More personally, I 
moved recently within Fairfax. We stayed in the county specifically for the schools, and 
especially for the elementary language and music programs. If these are eliminated, then I 
see no reason to remain in Fairfax. Because of our finances, we could otherwise live much 
better elsewhere. 

150 Schools Schools Please keep full day kindergarten. My son went to full day kindergarten last year and in 2 
years my daughter will go.  So please keep full day kindergarten.  Kids do not learn as much 
in half day kindergarten. 

151 County Transportation You have got to be kidding?      Routes 552, 553, 554 and 557 are to be eliminated and 
replaced with a single Route 580 which will serve the Reston East Park and Ride to West 
Falls Church Metro.  What happens to all of the residents who do not have transportation to 
get to the Park and Ride?  If they do have transportation, where are they going to park?  The 
current parking lot is too small to accommodate the huge influx of additional vehicles.  The 
single replacement route will not be able to handle the passenger load from the discontinued 
routes.  If this is Fairfax Connector's idea of promoting mass transit, the marketing folks need 
to seek employment elsewhere.    If necessary, impose a greater fare increase.  Do NOT 
reduce rush hour service.    Thanks. 

152 Schools Schools It is imperative that FCPS receive enough money to fund the programs in Superintendent 
Dale's original proposal.  It would be detrimental to our students to cut Foreign Language in 
elementary Schools, particularly the Immersion program.  This programs sets Fairfax Co 
apart from so many others throughout the country.  The education and experience that 
children who are able to participate in this program receive is extraordinary. 
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153 County Real Estate 
Tax 

Real estate assessments have dropped.    That should mean that real estate tax income will 
drop.  Can the real estate tax rate be raised so that the individual property owner's tax bill 
remains the same as last year?  No decrease, but no increase in the actual bill amount, 
either.  The tax rate can be dropped back to the current rate when assessments stop 
dropping for a specified number of years.    No, I'm not registered with either party.  I am a 
registered voter.  Thank you, 

154 Schools Schools Fully fund the schools budget.  The BoS has been chipping away at the schools for years; 
they are the reason people move to Fairfax County.  The schools keep property values high 
and make Fairfax County attractive to businesses both large and small.  Stop shortchanging 
our children and their future! 

155 County Transportation The proposal to eliminate FC routes 552, 553, 554 and 557 is at best not well thought out 
and at worst an extremely short sighted and ill advised action. You are displacing thousands 
of riders, forcing them into their cars to drive to a central Park-and-Ride which is already ill-
equipped to handle parking. So, to "save money" you are putting more cars on the road, with 
nowhere to park them. Government at its worst.  Where would you prefer that this influx of 
cars park?  Would you prefer that the commuters drive to work instead of taking the bus?  
Please enlighten us taxpayers on your alternatives for the situation these budget cuts will 
create.  Thank you. 

156 Schools Schools Having students pay for AP Exams is unreasonable. A lot of students are considering 
dropping AP classes they plan to take next year just because they can't afford it. The price 
for the exams are a bit high, and at least reduce it, or not charge at all, in order to allow 
students to not be discourage to take them. 

157 County and Schools Schools Please do not cut the 1% from the money the school board is requesting. Many people move 
to Fairfax County because of the schools, but these massive budget cuts are driving people 
away. I have two children in FCPS, and I can see the cuts affecting their education already. 
The schools need the money. Our taxes are so low as it is--if Fairfax County can't fund our 
schools, then add more to the car tax, gas tax, whatever you can do. 

158 Schools Schools Please don't cut kind kindergarten down to half day.  It is way to important.  Thanks, 



 42

Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Final (April 20, 2010) 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

159 County Transportation I would much rather have the fares increase .50 instead of .25 and not have routes 552, 553, 
554, 557 cut.    Taxpayer 

160 County and Schools Revenue the proposed budget cut will take even more from our students. Larger class sizes and fewer 
resources mean a compromise of their education. Why would anyone think this was a valid or 
good idea. Why do we need to make this tax cut? If parents, grandparents, or anyone else 
who is part of a child’s life wants them to be well educated why would they object to a 1% 
increase in property tax, an increase in sales tax, or some other avenue of increased revenue 
to pay for the education of our future? 

161 County Real Estate 
Tax 

Dear County Supervisors:  I want to show my support for a budget that will not require major 
reductions in services for our county.  To provide flexibility, please ensure the advertised tax 
rate is as high as possible - more than the $1.12 that is the highest number I've seen.  For an 
average homeowner like me with an assessment of $300,000 the difference is $200 over the 
year.  I'd rather maintain the services (including a higher school transfer amount ) - this is 
why we moved here. 

162 Schools Schools The proposed decrease of funding to our schools is outrageous.   I realize that we do not 
have the money as we once did but our schools have already cut back programs.  The next 
round of cuts is unacceptable.  I as a county tax payer would prefer to pay slightly higher 
taxes in order to keep school programs. 

163 County Real Estate 
Tax 

Please set at least a 10 cent increase for the advertised tax rate. We need the money to 
maintain our community. 

164 County Other Instead of eliminating bus service on Sunday, why don't you see if you can get federal bail 
out money. If the banks, and Fannie may can do it, so can you. 

165 County Expenditures Fairfax County should eliminate offices  that are not line offices but are simply  bureaucratic 
layers with high paid officers.    One example:  The Office of Private Public Partnerships 



 43

Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Final (April 20, 2010) 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

166 County and Schools Schools As a county resident, home owner and parent of school aged children I would support a 
increase in the county tax rate to preserve the integrity of our schools.   Many of us chose to 
live in this county because of the quality of the schools if that is lost then there is no incentive 
for people to live here or for businesses to locate here. 

167 County and Schools Schools I support an increase in the tax rate to ensure schools maintain the programs critical to 
keeping this a first class school system.  Music, foreign language and the like are crucial to a 
world citizen.     Thank you for your time. 

168 County and Schools Schools The county budget cannot forsake schools.  The current plans will do lasting damages to our 
schools.  We must find a way to increase funding, and if that means that residents have to 
pay more in taxes, I am willing to do that.  I am willing to pay for schools and libraries and 
other services, because these are what make we want to live here.  I am opposed to limiting 
funds to help those in need.  Programs for low income residents cannot be eliminated.  I 
make a comfortable living, I am a product of free, public education, and I am willing to pay 
more to make sure that Fairfax County maintains its high standards...in education, libraries, 
and in its social programs. 

169 County and Schools Schools I urge you to please set the tax rate ceiling high enough so that schools do not have to cut 
necessary programs such as band in elementary schools. 

170 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

As a resident of the Hunter Mill District, I support an increase in property taxes to maintain 
our quality schools and social services. 

171 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Please raise the tax rate to at least $1.12 in order to sustain our world-class school system. 
We particularly need to keep elementary school music programs. Please keep in mind that 
music is so important to EVERY child's development and leads to good grades, higher test 
scores, higher rates of graduation, and less involvement in drug and alcohol usage.  People 
come here from all over world because we offer the best public education--please don't allow 
it to decrease in quality 
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172 Schools Schools The Fairfax County School System has established itself as a leader in providing top quality 
education to all of it's residents.  The opportunity to obtain such an education for our students 
is what keeps us here in the county.  It is now an expectation that needs to be fulfilled.    Any 
cuts to the school budgets need to come from non-classroom expenditures first.  
Transportation and food service options are the first to come to mind.  For instance, if a 
resident CHOOSES to send their child to a school other than their designated neighborhood 
school, THEY SHOULD EITHER PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION OR PAY FOR THEIR 
CHILD'S TRANSPORTION.  I'm sure there are other special services provided to individual 
students that don't benefit the general student population that can either be cut or 
PROVIDED AT COST.      Most importantly, I believe some of the outstanding music and arts 
programs give ALL STUDENTS an advanced education that should be maintained in our 
county, and our supervisors and school board need to find a way to do that.  EVERY 
RESIDENT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY BENEFITS FROM OUR CHILDREN OBTAINING A 
BETTER EDUCATION.  EVERY RESIDENT OF FAIRFAX COUNTY NEEDS TO 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE COST OF PROVIDING THAT EDUCATION.  I suggest that not only 
property owners be the ones to bear that burden 

173 Schools Schools I would very much rather see a small increase in taxes than a larger class size.  I believe the 
children are our future and that smaller class sizes result in better learning from the students 
and also in retaining the best teachers.  We want Fairfax County to continue to have the best 
school system which also generates income and keeps real estate prices high.    I'd also like 
to keep strings and band in the ES and full day kindergarten - at least in the poorer sections 
of the county where this is most needed.    Thanks 

174 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

I have been a resident of Fairfax County since I was 5 years old; I have chosen to raise my 
children in this county because of the quality of life, the services that are provided and the 
school system.  Having lived in this county for most of my life, I have always known that the 
cost of living is much greater in our county then in other parts of this region, I have also 
known that one of the cost that we endure is that we pay higher taxes in order to maintain the 
life style that we have come to know as the 'norm'.  Therefore it is with concern and saddest 
that I review the current proposed budget of the County Executive with such deep cuts 
county wide and then to call this the new 'norm'.  Well I am not willing to accept this as the 
'norm', when we balance our budgets on the backs of our children, our senior citizens and 
those individuals in our community that are most at risk that is not the 'norm'.  I am raising 
four children in this community all of which were born into the foster care system and then 
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were adopted by myself.  I have stayed within this county because of the school system and 
the level of services that are available to my family.  I have not sat back and just been a taker 
of our services but have attempted it give back to my community, by becoming an adoptive 
parent and then a foster parent with the public child well fair system.  I have been involved in 
my community and school by serving on the PTA Board in my elementary school, and being 
an active parent for my children.  Additionally I have assistant the Department of Family 
Services by speaking on several panels and assisting in training other families that are 
interested in adoption and foster care.  Our family has used the park system for family 
activities and the public library not only as a source for reading materials but also for the 
programs that are offered.  All of these things are what I expect as the 'norm' for life within 
Fairfax County.  When I choose to purchase a house that was within Fairfax I wanted to have 
access to the quality of life that I wanted by children to grow up with.  I have watched the 
value of my home go up and down with the turn in the market but did not see the value as 
only what was on paper but the value of my community as a whole.  My expectations are that 
I will live in a safe community where our school system and community programs are rated 
among the highest that are offered.  Our quality of life here in Fairfax was never considered 
to be the 'norm' and we have always been willing to pay the cost to support what we have 
come to expect as the 'norm'.  The current proposed budget is not the 'norm'; the County 
Executive has cut too far and deep.  I am not willing to have a tax cut that will put $50 in my 
pocket at the expense of my children or community. When I look at my personal budget and 
need to cut back neither my children nor my elderly family members is where I look to cut nor 
is my safety.  This budget has done just that, in order to not cut taxes and give back what for 
some is just a dinner out, we are willing to ask our children to be in overcrowded class rooms, 
forgo programs, lower the standard of education, our seniors to forgo services, in home 
social workers, access to the library, not have safe streets to walk down and to even take 
away some of our summer programs in the form of the RAC PAC centers all to give enough 
money to go out to dinner for one night.   Let us maintain what is the 'norm' for Fairfax 
County.  The new 'norm' is below the acceptable standard that I have come to expect from 
this county.  Let us put our future (our children) first and honor our past (our seniors) and not 
ask them to do without so that we can have one dinner out.  I encourage you to set the tax 
rate at a higher level then has been recommended so that we can continue to be the Fairfax 
County that we have all chosen to be a part of and let the County Executive know that while 
we understand that is a difficult time to put forth a budget it does not mean that we lower our 
standards and then call it the 'new norm'.  We know what the 'norm' is in Fairfax and the 
Executive's proposed budget is not it.  Thank you 
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175 County and Schools Affordable 
Housing 

Schools develop character by showing character and responsibility.    They must show 
solidarity and reduce expenses too.   Show commitment and character by restoring the 
PENNY Fund to a Penny .  Children are amongst the homeless ,Schooling is affected by 
homelessness in a broader definition than H.U.D.  manipulates. This show of responsibility 
and discipline would show us true leadership. 

176 Schools Schools I am not happy that the IMPACT of the proposed cuts to the School system were not 
specifically listed.  With such a large budget, a small percentage reduction in budget for the 
school system turns into a HUGE impact on our children and the services that are available 
to them. Looking at the slides, It seems that we could increase the real estate tax to 1.12 to 
make sure that we have enough room to provide the critical services that residents of Fairfax 
county expect. 

177 Schools Schools I believe that we can keep full day kindergarten, but have the kindergarten IAs work 1/2 days.  
The afternoon, the teacher can handle on her own - it's mainly lunch, recess and math.  The 
bulk of learning, especially literacy, is in the morning. 

178 County and Schools Schools Please increase the tax rate in order to provide Fairfax County Public Schools with the funds 
they need to remain a high quality school district. 

179 County Transportation Please do not eliminate bus routes in No Reston!! Can one or two routes be expanded and 
retained? There isn't enough parking at the Wiehle park and ride to accommodate all of the 
additional cars that need spaces should the proposed routes were all eliminated. 

180 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

1. We are in favor of increasing the tax rate so that actual dollars stay the same.  We do not 
want services cut.  2. Please fund FCPS at or very near the level of request.  It already cuts 
so much that it hurts.  It could devastate so many teachers and students to cut more. 

181 County Transportation I commute daily from Silver Spring, Maryland, and must use the 929.   this is my only option 
and it takes me two hours each way.  if that is the case, I will be out of a job.  this economy is 
hard.  My suggestion is to use smaller buses (20-person capacity), and reduce the service 
hours during the two periods. 
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182 County Senior 
Services 

Storefront leases for Fairfax County Senior Centers  should be eliminated -- like the Lorton 
Senior Center  and eliminate staff positions.    Redesign senior centers into senior centers 
without walls like the Burke/Springfield Senior Center Without Walls. 

183 County Transportation I am very concerned about the proposed elimination of Sunday service on the Fairfax County 
Connector in addition to all the route changes.  I wonder how many of the officials that made 
this proposal have even used the Connector service? Are they in touch with the 
transportation needs of the individuals using this service or was this only a paper and pencil 
exercise?      Public transportation allows us to get to work and earn incomes that support the 
tax base.  If one can't get to work, that impacts collected revenue.  If one can't get to the 
stores to shop, that impacts sales tax receipts.  Not everyone has the luxury of a Monday thru 
Friday/Saturday job.  Being able to have transportation seven days a week is extremely 
important.    The county should also realize that once riders are lost due to service reductions 
or eliminations, it will be much harder to lure customers back to mass transit.  This is the 
same with private industry.  The costs of keeping your current customers are much lower 
than costs to attract new ones.      It is a terrible shame that so many service cuts have 
already occurred.  I am not in favor of any additional cuts.  I doubt that the county has even 
considered increasing service to attract more customers; no, the only thing it seems being 
considered is to reduce service.      The budget states in many places that the Connector 
revenue declines are due to the recession and lower gas prices causing many people to 
abandon mass transit.  What facts support these apparent assumptions?  How do you know 
that this is the cause of the decline and it isn't the cause of something else, i.e., route 
changes and the continuing cost increases?  Were riders surveyed?    Revenue was 
supposed to increase with the use of the Smart Trip card due to the elimination of the paper 
transfer perceived abuse.  Did this increase occur or did the implementation of Smart Trip 
cost more than projected?  Code Red Days "free" days were also eliminated.  Riders who 
might not have otherwise considered mass transportation now miss a "free" opportunity to try 
it.  The elimination of Code Red Days was also supposed to save money.    With the 
proposed service cuts and eliminations, has anyone factored into the equation the additional 
costs of possibly having more cars on the road that will only increase emissions?  What 
about those people that come in and out of Washington?  With the evening route cuts, fewer 
people will use the bus service, e.g., Route 505.    Those making the budget 
recommendations should be fired for making such a drastic proposal for the Fairfax County 
Connector.  It is totally unacceptable to this Fairfax County resident and daily user of the 
Connector.  Let's find ways to keep the service intact instead of reducing it to such a shell 
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that riders will be driven away from using the service instead of supporting it with their 
ridership. 

 As of March 5, 2010   

184 County Transportation Re proposed changes to Fairfax Connector schedules:    These changes will make my work 
commute much more difficult and expensive, and likely add to traffic congestion because I 
may have to switch to driving to work.    I have been using Routes 952 and 951 for 5 years 
now. Route 505 is a limited alternative.    I would rather pay more in bus fares than see 
service canceled.    Regards, 

185 County Transportation By eliminating the 552, 553, 554 and 557 Reston commuter lines, you will be drastically 
reducing the convenience of multiple buses going to and from West Falls Church metro.  The 
551 is best for me, but I can catch the 557 if I miss one of only 2 runs of the 551 to/from West 
Falls Church, and it still brings me within 10 minutes walk of my home in Reston.  Please do 
not eliminate the 557!  Thanks for the opportunity to comment! 

186 County Real Estate 
Tax 

We don't want to erode the high quality of life we have here in Fairfax. We have kids in 
schools yet but we moved here for the schools, parks, libraries, and safety of the community. 
With the budget shortfall, we are willing to pay more taxes. 

187 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

As a concerned resident and as a parent, I strongly urge you to raise our taxes by maximum 
tax rate increase.  As members of the community, we do not want our schools and parks to 
suffer.  We moved here because of the high caliber of services - what has been currently 
proposed is irresponsible - and will have negative impact and cause irreparable damage on 
our county for years to come.  Please do what is right and increase our taxes.    Thank you- 

188 Schools Schools Although only 30 percent of county residents have kids in the schools, all of us benefit from 
them. Many of the 70 percent will have kids in the schools eventually of have kids that have 
already gone to the schools. Even in tough economic times funding schools must be a 
priority. 
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189 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Please, please, please let's not loose sight of the importance of education - especially during 
difficult times. With an attitude of looking forward, I support a $1.12 tax increase. Let's look to 
Oregon as our guide - they weren't afraid to raise taxes to do the right thing by their citizens. 

190 County Positions I understand a RIF is necessary for the Count to do their budgeting. What I don't understand 
is how the County can create ne Management jobs and positions and then Rif some one and 
a position underneath those positions that has 20 years service to the County.  Positions that 
have only been around for 3 years that earn double or triple the lower positions. 

191 Schools Schools Please do NOT cut school funding, especially for full-day Kindergarten, which is necessary to 
keep our school system competitive.      Fairfax takes a big enough tax bite out of my 
earnings; it's about time that we learn to make better use of that income.  There are many 
other places to cut spending.    Thank you,  Fairfax County Resident   Full-Time Working 
Mother of 2 Children 

192 Schools Schools It sounds like at the proposed real estate tax rate of $1.09 rate, elementary band and strings 
will be gone next year.  A small tax rate would be a small price to pay to avoid cutting 
programs. Understanding that it is a difficult budget year, we must working to preserve what 
is expected of a world-class school system, includes early foreign language programs, 
band/strings, full-day kindergarten, etc. 

193 Schools Schools "# Step 3: Continued Support for Fairfax County Public Schools"    Your current definition of 
"Continued Support" will result in FCPS having to cut vital programs and, with those 
programs, many jobs which result in more foreclosures and less business for our area.  As a 
Fairfax County resident, I am firmly in favor of further increases to the property tax rate in 
order to FULLY fund our schools. 
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194 County and Schools Schools I truly hope that the Board of Supervisors does the right thing for our county by fully 
supporting the FCPS advertised budget.  FCPS worked so hard (with lots of community 
feedback) to lower its budget by getting rid of a variety of elements of the school system.  
These losses will impact our school system and county for years to come.  If the county 
provides inadequate funding, FCPS will be forced to strip away even more valuable things.  
Fairfax is one of the most attractive places to live mainly due to its wonderful school system.  
With the past budget cuts, I have already started to see the negative effects.  I hope the 
county will show full support for education so that our school system doesn't continue to see 
negative side effects.  The Board of Supervisors will certainly be held responsible by the 
electorate if its decisions continue to negatively impact our schools and, in the long-run, our 
community. 

195 County Libraries Please stop cutting the library's budget. In times of economic stress, citizens need MORE 
access to the library's resources, not less. It's already nearly impossible for me to make it to 
the library during their ever-decreasing hours, and you're taking internet access and 
important resources from people who need it the most. 

196 Schools Schools Please preserve full day kindergarten at the schools that currently have full day.  My daughter 
is already 5 and set to go to Lees Corner.  She is ready and excited about the challenges of a 
full day of school.  The program has only been full day for 2-3 years now, seems like it will 
cost more to reconfigure the program back to 1/2 day.   Also, I am currently working part 
time, if they make this program 1/2. I will lose my job as a part time preschool teacher, as the 
hours will not work. Thank you. 

197 Schools Schools Please fully fund the School Board's budget.  The cuts that the County Executive have 
suggested will irreparably harm a system that is too valuable to lose.  Enrollment keeps rising 
and the proposal is to actually reduce the funding.  Class sizes are already too large and 
teachers have not had raises.  Please raise the tax rate to protect our schools.  It is vital to 
our children and to Fairfax's ability to attract and retain businesses and residents. 

198 Schools Schools Hello - Just want to add my comments in support of keeping full-day Kindergarten if possible. 
Think the kids would miss out on a lot of learning potential with reduced hours.    Thanks. 
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199 Schools Schools I would rather pay a higher real estate tax rate to save our school programs - in particular the 
elementary school band & strings program.  My son would not be applying to college as a 
music major this year if he had not started playing the trumpet in 5th grade.  Please save this 
program.    Chantilly High School parent 

200  Transportation Please do not completely eliminate the 951 and 952 bus routes. I have been riding them 
religiously every morning and evening to and from work for the past 3 years. I don't know 
what I'll do without them. I know you are proposing a fair hike, but I am willing to pay even 
more to keep those routes running. Thank you. 

201 County Transportation I ride the 951 every weekday, just to work as a contractor at USGS, and I'm unable to drive, 
because of a mental disability. 

202 County and Schools Revenue It's obvious that in order to keep county services at an acceptable level, the county needs 
additional funding.  I support perusing a meals tax, and see that it will be absolutely 
necessary to increase the real estate tax! Anything less than $1.12 will devastate programs 
that make our county a great place to live. 

203 County Transportation The proposal to drop most Reston Connector bus service is a slap in the face to all 
commuters who rely on the Connector to get to the Metro in order to travel to their jobs. Rush 
hour buses are already overcrowded! People will be left standing if only a few buses remain. 
North Reston will be especially hard hit.  Many commuters will then drive to the Metro, 
meaning that parking lots will fill up by, say, 7a.m. or earlier. This is crazy!  Better to raise 
fares substantially than drastically cut service. 

204 County Transportation Consider making the 595 bus (Pentagon) and 597 bus (Crystal City) 2-way routes (leaving 
current pick-up times the same). In the morning, after dropping off passengers at the 
Pentagon and in Crystal City, pick up more passengers to take back to Reston East P&R. Do 
the reverse in the evening. This might help people losing their 951/952 route. 
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205 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Please fund fully the school and county budgets. Even though my job was terminated, I got a 
"good" retirement and urge you to set the tax rate for real estate property to cover all that is 
needed for Fairfax County. We have owned real property and pay taxes from 1984 when our 
tax was about $1,500 per year. 

206 County Libraries Do not implement the full 15% budget cut to the library. It is a valuable resources for job-
seekers, many of whom don't have Internet access but who must apply for jobs online. It has 
information on job-hunting, resources for improving job skills and education and more. Unlike 
other plans, library support is a proven method of economic stimulus, not some vague idea 
that someone guesses might work. 

207 County Transportation A lot of Loudoun County residents ride the Fairfax Connector buses out of Reston and 
Herndon. There's also probably a lot of Prince William County residents riding the buses in 
Centreville and Alexandria. Is there a way to make non-county residents pay a higher fare? 
or pay for parking? 

208 Schools Schools Please, please don't eliminate full day kindergarten. 

209 County Transportation The county proposal to eliminate commuter buses # 552, 553, 554 and 557 should be 
reconsidered. For many of us commuters, the only alternative to these buses is to drive to the 
Reston East Park & Ride, where parking--even in the satellite lot--is already extremely 
limited. These lots simply could not accommodate the resulting need for parking spaces. And 
what about the commuters who do not have cars? How could they get to the park & ride? 
The county should be trying to encourage the use of mass transit, rather than forcing 
commuters to drive.   Eliminating these commuter bus routes would make the remaining 
buses even more crowded. Rush-hour commuters are already standing in the aisle.   Our 
commutes are already among the longest--and most tiring--in the country. Do not make our 
commutes any more difficult.  We depend on these buses in order to get to work. Most 
commuters would be willing to pay a higher fare in order to maintain current service levels. 



 53

Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Final (April 20, 2010) 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

210 County and Schools Schools Cut the schools' budget. Cut everyone, but especially the schools, because they're the 
largest expenditure by far. You should keep the tax rate the same, or cut it back to where it 
was in 2007. If you weren't prepared to do that if real estate valuations dropped, you 
shouldn't have lowered the rate as far as you did. But you did, so make the necessary budget 
cuts now. 

211 County Fire and 
Rescue 

Fire X and XX.  Roll each volunteer status liaison into the closest station. 

212 County Parks Get rid of all related funding for senior softball.  And charge them more for field use.  Close 
the fields at night. 

213 County Positions Cut all department staff by a minimum of 5% or minimum of 1 person. 

214 County Other Get real.  And get innovative.  Really change the organization of local government.  Do what 
the school does for president.  Do away with chairman position of BOS, and have the board 
appoint a chair.  Just like vice chair is appointed.  Just imagine the positive impact of resident 
views, if the county takes this step. 

215 County Fire and 
Rescue 

Hire XXX for Fire Department Liaison positions (both) at 1/2 salary of XX.  And then remove 
XX and X. 

216 County Transportation You are proposing to eliminate Bus Line 951 & 952 at a time when people like me are having 
a tough time balancing our finances.  These Bus Lines are my life line to my work.  If you 
eliminate them I would either have to drive to work which is very expensive or walk 3 miles to 
work.  Aside from the cost, driving to work increases my carbon footprint which the County 
has been trying to get its citizens to decrease and walking to work will take me more than an 
hour since I have medical issue.  Please consider an alternative plan to cutting the budget.  
Thank you. 
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217 County Transportation The proposed Fairfax Connector Budget    The proposed budget includes the elimination of 
the 929 route for Franklin Farms and vicinity.      As tax payers in the Herndon area the 
Franklin Farms community provides quite a bit of revenue and now it is being proposed that 
you eliminate the only bus line that enables transportation to the Herndon Monroe transfer 
station. At the present time this route does not operate on Holidays or weekends, and has 
limited time during the weekdays. If this route is eliminated then I would need to drive in to 
the transfer station. Not only is this not feasible from a parking standpoint with the limited 
spaces and bad for the traffic and earth, I would go ahead and drive in as I would be half way 
to work at that point and why waste the time parking and riding the bus?    This route also 
provides minimum wage workers access to the two major Dulles hotels as well as 2 
supermarkets and  numerous restaurants. They will no longer have a way to travel to their 
jobs.    I have been a major supporter of the bus system to many people in the area as a 
viable alternate means to travel but this would encourage me in the other direction.     I also 
volunteer teach for our church with the ESL program and can tell you that many of the people 
that don't make the salaries of the people making these descriptions cannot earn an 
HONEST living without the transportation available to them.    Please reconsider this effort 
and eliminate if need those routes that are duplicates or cut back on the frequency but don't 
take away the sole routes to the honest tax paying people of Franklin Farms. 

218 County Revenue NO TAX INCREASE OR NEW TAX without referendum 

219 County and Schools Employee 
Benefits 

Fix out-of-control employee benefits costs 

220 County Transportation I strongly advise against elimination of the 554 bus route.  It is widely relied on by many in 
North Reston to get to work in DC. 

221 County and Schools Expenditures Cut schools, public safety and welfare (77% of budget), not parks and libraries. 
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222 Schools Schools I think the Fairfax County school system is overrated. There is too much focus on the best 
and worst and the average students get loss in the giant machine. The future of this country 
will be in the hands of these average students. Bigger is not always better. Remove all the 
redundant layers of administration and focus on the individual classroom populated by the 
average students.. 

223 County Transportation Please do not eliminate the 951 Fairfax Connector bus line from West Falls Church metro to 
Sunrise Valley.  It is the only way I can get to my job in a safe manner.  Taking the 505 from 
the West Falls Church metro to the Reston East Park and Ride and then trying to walk to my 
job involves dodging traffic that speeds through lights on Wiehle Ave. to access the Toll Road 
and there are no pedestrian walk lights.  It's dangerous, and it has been impassable weeks 
after the snowstorm because of the way the roads were plowed. Not all commuters using the 
buses at the Park & Ride are parking. Try putting yourself in the place of pedestrians who 
solely rely on public transportation to reach their jobs.  Reduce the 951 route to fewer 
departures if needed, but please don't eliminate it. 

224 County Transportation I am sending my concerns about the proposed elimination of the Fairfax Connector Bus 
Route 929 that services the Franklin Farm community.   This bus is my husband's only 
means of transportation to and from work.  It is vital for our family that he is able to commute 
to his work each day during the week.  This route is very limited and is critical for others in 
the community.  Please search for other areas to make cuts and I beg you to keep this bus 
route open for those in our neighborhood that depend upon it for their ability to support their 
families. 

225 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

226 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

227 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

228 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

229 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 
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230 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

231 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

232 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

233 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

234 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

235 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

236 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

237 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

238 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

239 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

240 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

241 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

242 Schools Schools Keep all day kindergarten it is critical 

243 County and Schools  Turn off lights on fields and at park and rec buildings after 10pm, only keep some on for 
security. 

244 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

245 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 
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246 County Transportation Do not cut RIBS buses or Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

245 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

246 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

247 Schools Schools Keep all day kindergarten it is critical 

248 Schools Schools Protect the schools, keep all levels of funding, increase tax rate to 1.12 or higher and use the 
vehicle registration tax for the schools 

246 County Transportation Do not cut RIBS buses or Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

245 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

246 Schools Schools Please increase the tax rate in order to provide Fairfax County Public Schools with the funds 
they need to remain a high quality school district. 

247 Schools Schools Keep all day kindergarten it is critical 

246 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

246 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

247 County Transportation Do not cut Fairfax CONNECTOR Routes 

 As of March 10, 2010   

248 County Libraries No more library cuts!  This is the ONLY county service I use, and as a library volunteer, I am 
stunned at the cuts.  The use of the library has gone up, yet more and more cuts come.  As a 
paying and voting Fairfax County taxpayer for over 10 years, please look elsewhere for your 
cuts. 
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249 County Transportation *** Fairfax Connector 952 ***    Bus 952 provides the crucial service to many riders, so 
should NOT be eliminated.    Alternative is to    1. Reduce hours  2. Increase frequency   3. 
Provide AM only    Thank you 

250 County Revenue charge 30 cents more for each item in a vending machine in a county facility. 

251 County Transportation fine people $200 that park in a park and ride and don’t take the bus. 

252 County Transportation fire 2/3s of the managers for Fairfax connector.  go to Vienna metro and see them sitting 
there talking to each other. 

253 County and Schools Revenue I support increasing in the real estate tax rate, instituting a vehicle registration license fee, 
instituting a performance admission fee, whatever measures are necessary to ensure that 
our educational system is fully funded. 

254 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

I am writing to request that the Board of Supervisors advertise a real estate tax rate increase 
of 10 to 12 cents to ensure that funding will be available for elementary band, strings and 
foreign language as well as freshman sports.  Thank you for your consideration. 

255 Schools Schools Do not cut full day kindergarten, many parents cannot afford to pay for half day daycare, and 
I feel that in cutting out full day kindergarten Fairfax county will see a rapid increase in the 
amount of families that apply for childcare assistance. 

256 County Compensation I think County employees should receive a standard of living wage raise to offset what will 
amount to a third year in a row pay cut due to property tax increases and insurance 
premiums increases. As a County employee, I will not be able to continue to live in Fairfax 
County without a raise in the near future or I will have to seek other employment. 
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257 County Transportation This comment is related to elimination of route 952 of Fairfax Connector bus.  My office is 
located on Sunset Hills Road, which has a lot of businesses and the new office buildings are 
coming. The elimination of the route will leave me jobless since I cannot drive. That is a very 
sad fact considering current employment situation. I hope the proposal will be reconsidered. 

258 Schools Schools I believe it is absolutely necessary to keep and maintain all day kindergartens in our schools.  
A way should be found to keep this program.  To abolish it is only limited cost savings 
anyway as buses will have to run much extra.  Save the program. 

259 County Meals Tax I strongly support a meal tax, not raising real estate tax rates, to pay for our schools. The 
meal tax would fairly impact all residents and visitors to Fairfax County, rather than be a 
unfair tax on higher-valued property owners. Please carefully consider this option. 

260 Schools Schools I live in Fairfax County and have two children in Fairfax County Public Schools.  I am deeply 
concerned about the severe program cuts facing our schools during this difficult budget year, 
particularly the potential cuts to the language immersion program.  I have recently re-
registered to vote here, because this issue is so important to me.    The schools in my area 
(Mt. Vernon) are struggling.  They have lower test scores and higher class sizes than the 
schools my children attended in Henrico County, VA and in the state of Minnesota.  The area 
in which my Fairfax school excels is in its offerings -- language, music, sports, etc.  That is 
what makes Fairfax schools special and keeps us here.    I know that you are facing tough 
choices right now. I am willing to do my part, whether it is higher property taxes, a meal tax, 
vehicle tax, or fees for services.  I, along with thousands and thousands of constituents, are 
ready to support you in protecting the strength of our schools and communities. Thank you 
for your time and public service. 

261 Schools Revenue When you vote on March 9th, I urge you to adopt the maximum tax rate and vote in favor of 
an increase to at least $1.12.  This will help protect critical public services that we rely upon.  
Great schools, libraries, parks, and public safety are a hallmark of Fairfax County that must 
be maintained to ensure that this area continues to be a great place to live and build families.  
I am willing to pay extra to get these services that I value for my family.     I feel much more 
comfortable pushing for an increase in property taxes knowing that every dollar we pay, will 
come back to Fairfax County.  This contrasts with our state taxes which often end up in 
another part of the state. Thank you in advance for your vote in favor of at least $1.12! 
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262 County Transportation Dear sirs,  I am reading that in the budget under study, the Fairfax connectors 552 and 554 
are proposed for elimination.  I would like to request that you reconsider that idea, because 
these two buses are essential for passengers of the North part of Reston.  I have used any of 
those buses for the almost 8 years I live in this city.  Thanks in advance for your attention. 

263 Schools Compensation I am a teacher and I want and more importantly NEED a raise ....have Dr Dale and his board 
figure out how to save his great teachers....FCPS will not keep the teachers like me who are 
worth more than we are paid. I do not know any teacher who has agreed to forgo another 
year without a raise or step increase, Help support our schools and teachers. 

264 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Please increases the tax rate as necessary to reduce budget uncertainties for Fairfax County 
Public Schools.   Principals have been so focused on budget issues that it's been hard to flag 
their attention to individual students' needs.  If a first-grader is getting lost in a class right 
now, it's hard to imagine how she'll fare next year.  As a taxpayer, I'm willing to pay more to 
ensure this generation of kids  receive education comparable to that of their older siblings. 

265 County Libraries Our school children need our public libraries to be fully funded to support their classroom 
learning. Where else can they get their required reading or do research? Our county has a 
"let them eat cake" attitude toward less affluent children - these kids need a fully funded 
library to have the same opportunities wealthier children have. 

266 Schools Schools The schools are mandated but there is no law that says they are mandated at 54% of the 
general revenue fund.  The schools need to share part of the burden of this economic 
downturn.  Public libraries are educational agencies that support educational endeavors of 
preschoolers, elementary, secondary, post-secondary students.  Half of the collection is for 
young people and selected based on the Virginia Standards of Learning. 

267 County and Schools Foreign 
Languages 

We used to live in NY, about 2 year ago we move to Reston after that ,we make a decision 
we want to buy a house in Herndon, this is a beautiful place to live, but I can see the different  
if a lot Spanish population but not  information or different cultures but not Spanish program 
or meeting or in the schools not translations  we need  more communication in different 
languages. Thanks 
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268 County Real Estate 
Tax 

Please advertise the property tax rate at the maximum of $1.12.  Our family, like most others, 
moved to Fairfax County for the schools and services.  My sons are in large classes that 
have become larger over the last couple of years.  Large classes make it difficult for the 
teachers to assign essays because they don't have time to grade them.  We have computers 
at home; the children can do homework on them.  We went to the Patrick Henry library in 
Vienna on Thursday evening; it had already closed at 6:00 pm. How can children who need 
to do homework on the library computers get their work done?  How can people with long 
commutes visit the library?  We need to support the schools and libraries.  We are not a 
county in crisis.  With 4.8% unemployment, we should be fully funding our county services. 

269 Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

We strongly encourage you to set the tax rate high enough to properly fund the important 
programs in our schools.  We need to maintain foreign language, music and athletic 
programs in the schools. We need to keep our class sizes from increasing from numbers that 
are already too high.  The education system in Fairfax County helps build future productive 
citizens.  Don't take that away! 

270 County Real Estate 
Tax 

I am not in favor of raising taxes!   Thank you, 

271 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

You MUST increase the assessed the tax rate to save the quality of our schools!!!! 

272 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

We are writing to ask you to please to set the tax rate high enough to safeguard our county 
and schools from state funding uncertainties.  We are very proud of all our county has and 
offers and would be willing to pay more to secure it.    Thank you. 

273 Schools Schools Canceling important school programs such as music and language programs will have a long  
term effect on property values.  Currently, Fairfax county has an edge on other schools with 
the unique programs available.  By eliminating them, there will be a negative effect on 
property values and thus future property tax revenue for schools.  I urge you to reconsider a 
modest increase in current property taxes and user fees for some of the school programs 
destined for elimination.   This will not only help our children with their long term development 
that they deserve, but also help maintain future property values and thus tax revenue. 
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274 County and Schools Revenue Raise taxes, charge for auto decals, charge a meals tax, do whatever is necessary to 
preserve our world class school system. My daughter is in Foreign Language Immersion( 
currently in 5th grade). She speaks fluent Spanish and write extremely well in Spanish. My 
colleagues, friends and family who live outside of Fairfax County are amazed that this 
wonderful program is offered in a public school system. I work for a national homebuilder and 
we've seen an increase in families moving from outside counties to Fairfax County 
specifically because of our schools reputation. Consider the tax revenue that will be brought 
into our county if we continue to maintain our reputation and a gold standard school system. 

275 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Please ensure that you set the maximum advertised tax rate at a high enough rate to 
safeguard our schools and county services from State budget uncertainties.    I understand it 
is a tough budget year, but I urge you to preserve as much of our quality of life in Fairfax, 
especially maintaining our schools by fully funding the School Board's Advertised FY 2011 
Budget to preserve key programs that make our schools renowned and attractive to draw 
businesses and residents to our area.     Thank you for your time and service. 

276 Schools Schools The elementary foreign language programs offered in Fairfax are a critical part of our 
children's education. I fully support increasing the tax rate in order to preserve our world-
class education system. Please do everything possible to keep our FLES and Immersion 
Programs...let's give our kids a true advantage in their education and career 
opportunities...let them learn another language early on! 

277 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Please know that Fairfax County homeowners and parents would support a property tax rate 
hike as a means of supporting investment in our children, our property values and the local 
economy.  Fairfax County can come out of the recession in a strong competitive position if 
the government makes good investments.  Fairfax County Public Schools is the county's 
strongest asset.  Please invest in it.  Please raise property tax rates enough to cover the 
FY11 Fairfax County Schools budget shortfall and preserve the programs that differentiate 
this school system from the rest of the region and the country.  Thank you. 
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278 County Transportation As a regular rider of the 951 and 952 buses whose employment is located along Sunrise 
Valley Dr. and Alexander Bell Dr, I am very concerned that these routes will be completely 
eliminated, with no provided alternatives on how other employees in my situation can get to 
work.  I have seen service cuts on these routes for many years - reduced service from 15 
minutes to 31 minute intervals, increased fares, and now the highest probability of no service.  
Instead of eliminating the routes altogether, I propose that the 9:31 a.m. on the 951 route and 
7:01 p.m. on the 952 route be eliminated.  If this is not sufficient, I ask that you look for other 
alternatives but please do not totally eliminate the 951 and 952 routes. 

279 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Please set the advertised tax rate high enough to allow for the uncertainties in state funding.  
I think that Tony Griffin's suggested maximum of $1.12 or 8 cents increase is still too low.  I 
would support at least $1.15- $1.17 in order to fully fund FCPS and avoid other county cuts 
including library hours, parks, and law enforcement.  My biggest concern is school funding 
especially since they have not seen an increase in funds over the past two years and this 
year is a suggested decrease despite thousands of additional student enrollments during the 
past few years. If the school budget is not funded, then valuable programs will likely be cut as 
well as inevitable class size increases.  Please do what it takes to protect our schools. 

280 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

As a resident of Fairfax County, I am concerned about our economic situation and the 
survival of critical public services.  I (and my family) rely on these services to maintain a 
quality of life I've come to value.  In my opinion, additional reductions in these services would 
severely harm our community.  I also know that we residents must be willing to pay for the 
services we value.  The average tax bill savings under the County Executive's proposed 
budget is not significant enough when compared to the programs and services we would 
lose.  Our children deserve good schools with reasonable class sizes. And safe 
neighborhoods make it possible for us to enjoy all of Fairfax Co. services.  In short, our 
quality of life is at stake with the decisions you'll make about the budget and the property tax 
rate.    When you vote on March 9 to adopt the maximum tax rate, I urge to vote in favor of an 
increase to at least $1.12.  Setting the rate at a minimum of $1.12 will help protect our county 
from the uncertainty of state aid and the volatility of property values.    I know that every 
dollar we pay in local property taxes stays here in Fairfax, not like the 20 cents we get back 
for every dollar we send through Richmond.  That's important to me.  Thank you in advance 
for your vote in favor of at least $1.12! 
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281 Schools Schools As a resident of the Sully district, and a concerned parent, I'd like to express my dismay at 
the potential loss of the elementary band/orchestra programs. Exposure to music and 
learning to play an instrument is a extremely beneficial educational experience and 
elementary school is where this should begin. My son plays the French Horn at Rachel 
Carson MS but took violin, trumpet and then French Horn at Hunters Woods. I don't want to 
see anyone miss out on the same opportunities and I don't want to see the middle school and 
high school music programs decimated. I know the budget is tight but these programs benefit 
so many students, surely they should be supported and continued. 

282 County Transportation I want to express my dismay at Fairfax County's FY2011 plan to cut bus services in Reston.    
With the proposed cuts, service will be reduced to a point where commuters can't effectively 
use the bus to get to work within Reston, or to a metro station for work elsewhere in the 
metropolitan area. At this point, I'm left wondering why the county has decided to spend tax 
dollars on the bus service at all, given the fact that it's not really going to be useful to 
anybody anymore.    Luckily (given how useless the service has become), I don't need to use 
the bus (though I would, if it remained a viable option), but as a taxpayer, I am still dismayed 
to realize that the current budget cuts are going to cost us more in the long run; as increased 
car traffic leads to more clogged roads and parking lots at the metro stations, the State and 
County will be saddled with the cost of expanding roads and parking lots; even if the State of 
Virginia (and not Fairfax County) has to pay, having larger roads to alleviate traffic jams will 
lower our property values, and lower the quality of life here in Northern Virginia.    Another 
point is that with the depressed economic climate, the lack of transportation options reduces 
the ability and willingness of people to search for new jobs (whether they have one at present 
or not), worsening the economic climate in the area by leaving some jobs unfilled, and 
reducing competition between area companies for staff.    Finally, I am annoyed to see that 
the cuts primarily seem to affect Reston (where many residents pay a relatively high tax 
burden) -- when the budgetary problems facing the county should be shared by all. 

283 County Real Estate 
Tax 

The county is facing tough decisions.  Please safeguard the county and its ability to preserve 
our world-class schools and essential services. Generate enough revenue by ensuring 
maximum flexibility in the advertised tax rate -- set it at $1.12 or higher (8-cent increase or 
higher) and approve the vehicle registration license fee to account for critical uncertainties in 
state funding. 
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284 Schools Schools I do not agree with the proposal to cut full day kindergarten.  I am a community member and 
have worked at day care centers and babysat and see first hand that MANY children do not 
get what they need at home or at day care. Day care is generally a very over packed 
classroom with not much learning which is where most children would probably spend the 
extra 3-4 hours where they usually would be in school learning.  I believe Fairfax County has  
a great school system and has progressed greatly over the years.  Taking away full day 
kindergarten would be a step in the wrong direction. 

285 County Transportation Without the Fairfax Connector 552/554 my commute will be extraordinarily difficult.  What of 
your revenue--when a former taxpayer becomes unemployed?  What of your air, when bus 
riders are forced to buy clunkers to get to work? 

286 Schools Revenue PLEASE raise the property tax to $1.12 in order to save  the numerous programs in our FFX 
County schools that our children deserve and enjoy. I also support the $33 vehicle 
registration fee as a means to generate more revenue for our county. Thank you for your 
hard work and efforts, Sincerely, 

287 County Transportation Hello there,    Here my self XXXX. I am the regular user of the Fairfax Connectors. I daily use 
950 and 929 route daily (even on Saturday and Sunday 950)  I read your proposal to cancel 
the route 929 and cancel the Sunday service of 950.    It will create to much difficulty for me 
and other people if you cancel this route.    I hope that your board member cancel proposal 
for at list this route 929 and 950 ( I can't afford cabs up to west falls church if you cancel 950 
Sunday service ).    I hope of your support and help to people like me who have only 
transportation system of Fairfax connector. (I don't have car )    Thanks 
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288 Schools Schools I hope you think long and hard about the cuts you are planning to make to Fairfax County 
schools.  This school district is known as one of the top school districts in the country and you 
are considering taking services away from the future leaders of our country. It is very 
common for graduates of the county's high schools to go away to college and then come 
back "home" to work and raise a family.  By cutting the quality of the education these children 
receive, they are going to be more inclined to move away and raise their children elsewhere 
thereby hurting the future economic growth of Fairfax County.  Please consider going with the 
maximum advertised tax rate and save the programs and services that make Fairfax County 
Schools tops in the country.  Shame on you for even considering sacrificing our children's 
future. 

289 County Transportation I take the 552 bus from Ring Road to the Park and Ride to then go to my job in DC.  I've lived 
in my Reston neighborhood for almost 30 years.  One of the reasons is the public 
transportation.  Now I will have no way to take public transportation unless I drive to the Park 
and Ride.  I can understand reducing the route or eliminating the 554 or the 552 but not both.  
That makes no sense.  Those of us on the North side of the P&R now have no green options 
to get to work. What were you thinking? 

290 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Please raise taxes if needed to support the high quality schools we have in Fairfax County.  
We all know times are tough, but no one can afford to sacrifice the quality of our schools.   
Cuts know will have long term devastating effects to the ability for the county to continue to 
attract corporations and well educated citizens with high paying jobs to support the county tax 
base. 

291 County Real Estate 
Tax 

Saw that advertised tax rate will be $1.12. Good start. Now raise taxes to at least $1.10 and 
save some of our quality services like schools and mental health services. 

292 County and Schools Revenue I am writing today to urge you to ensure maximum flexibility in the advertised tax rate by 
setting it at least at $1.12 AND approve the vehicle registration license fee of $33 to account 
for critical uncertainties in state funding.      Please realize how many parents of school-age 
children in Fairfax County are relying on you to look after the future of our children and their 
education.  It is so important to preserve the quality of Fairfax County Public Schools and this 
is the way to make it happen.       
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293 County Positions While reviewing the proposed budget, I couldn't help but notice that numerous positions 
across many departments could be eliminated. I find this a difficult pill to swallow. The 
elimination of positions in tough fiscal times is understandable, but the elimination of 
positions, while one agency continues to add high level management positions, is shameful.     
Intellectual Disability Services has just completed the hiring process for two newly created S-
28 positions (http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hr/specspdf/3635s28.pdf) and they are now in the 
process of interviewing for two newly created S-26 positions 
(http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/hr/specspdf/3636s26.pdf). How is this possible? The entire 
county has seen performance based raises frozen for the past two years, a RIF was 
imposed, a furlough was mandated, and now some county employees might lose their jobs, 
all while ID Services continues to add additional, unnecessary layers of management, which 
have no direct impact on the community they serve. 

294 County Transportation Please don't end the 554 bus service. 

295 Schools Schools I believe that band/strings/FDK are critical to the ongoing success of our students.  FDK - for 
those parents who need to work and students who need the additional academic stimulation.  
Band/strings is an outlet to provide talented youth a basis and outlet for their musical abilities.  
Areas that should be considered for cuts - admin offices, clerical in schools, busing children 
for programs not offered locally.  Offer all programs locally. Put a hold on staff training and 
costly meetings until the budget stabilizes. 
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296 County Transportation Please do not eliminate the 8:25 p.m. last run for Route 927.  This provides an important 
safety net for those of us who miss the 7:55 p.m. run because of service delays and/or those 
of us trying to do errands on the other side of Herndon but live on 927's route.  I work and live 
on the 927 route.  It is critical to maintain the 8:25 p.m. route.  Without it, I have to walk one 
mile to get home.  At this time of the night, this is not the best situation.  It is bad enough to 
have to do this on the weekend when 927 doesn't operate.    In fact, many 927 riders would 
like to see weekend service offered instead of only the Monday thru Friday service.  With 
many residential areas/apt/condo complexes now on the route, it would be great if the 
planners would take this into account.  Perhaps this route should be extended instead of 
reduced.      Thank you for your consideration. 

297 County and Schools Expenditures FCPS should be forced to reduce the administrative overhead rather than increase class 
sizes and/or cut programs and charge additional fees to parents for things that have 
traditionally been paid for as part of our base taxes.  For example, Robinson Secondary 
currently has a Principal and 2 Associate Principals for the overall school (with administrative 
support), PLUS a separate Principal and administrative support staff for each grade (5 more 
principals and several more staff).  In addition they have a separate financial officer for the 
Middle School and the High School.  I have been to the school on many occasions and have 
observed Principals spending a lot of their time acting as glorified hall monitors.  These are 
VERY expensive salaries to pay for such a function when lower level staff could serve the 
same purpose.  If they left these functions to clerical staff levels, they could consolidate the 
number of Principals, reducing the Principal to student ratio and thus the cost to taxpayers.      
Similarly, the County should consolidate several small programs/departments into single 
reporting arms thereby reducing middle and top management levels in the process.  Past 
RIF's have been focused on staff levels primarily, and management has failed in some 
departments to eliminate the work of the RIF'd positions.  Staff levels cannot bear the entire 
burden of the cuts and still get the work done.  I am a middle manager and see my staff 
stress levels exceeding healthy limits due to top management's reduction of efforts on RIF'd 
activities. 
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298 County Transportation I am writing to voice my concerns regarding proposed cuts to bus service in Reston, VA as 
proposed in the County's FY 2011 proposed budget.  I moved to Reston, VA specifically for 
the neighborhood bus service offered there. I do not have $600/month extra to spend on 
downtown parking garages once the park and ride lots fill up as they already do in full early in 
the morning. This is only going to increase bad air quality days and encourage residents to 
leave the county. We can pay more than we do for buses, easily double, but cannot afford 
$600/month in parking garages that cost $20 or more a day and gas to drive to DC. I will 
most definitely leave the county and take my tax dollars with me if this decision to end routes 
551, 552, 553, and 554 takes effect. 

299 Schools Schools Please keep Full Day Kindergarten and protect school programs.  We moved to the county 
because of the quality of school.  I'm for raising taxes. 

300 Schools Schools It is very important that the quality of our public schools not be compromised. If this means 
that property tax rates have to see a large increase to pay for this, then so be it. The reality is 
that even with a rate increase the average home owner will not pay anywhere near what we 
were paying back in 2006 before home values began to fall. 
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301 Schools Schools I have been a resident and voter in Fairfax County for almost 10 years. My two children 
attend Fairfax County Public Schools, which makes me I deeply concerned about the severe 
program cuts facing our schools during this difficult budget year.    I'm sure you realize that 
maintaining top-notch schools is one of many factors essential to making this county a great 
place to live. In addition to world-class schools, we have wonderful libraries, a strong social 
service net, great public safety and beautiful parks. We have all of this because we have 
decided that they are worth funding to maintain a high quality of life.     These factors also 
increase our property values and are critical to maintaining a thriving economy. Recently, 
Fairfax Chamber of Commerce sent Governor McDonnell a letter stating that "FCPS is the 
number one reason businesses cite when they locate here."    Having world-class schools 
brings businesses here which in turn brings jobs and an increased tax base. Our county 
unemployment rate is only 4.3 percent and declining compared with a statewide average of 
6.7 percent which is on the rise (Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2009). Additionally, our proximity 
to Washington, DC, brings well-educated residents who care about county services and are 
willing and able to pay for them.    As elected officials, I'm sure that you are fully aware that it 
is ultimately your job to make the right decisions for our county to preserve our quality of life 
and determine how to fund that. Please do not assume that the majority of voters would 
choose to lower taxes and to degrade our school system, libraries, social services and/or 
public safety.    I urge you to make the decision to do what it takes to adequately fund the 
FCPS transfer request and maintain other critical county services, voting not only as our 
Supervisors, but also as citizens and possibly even parents or grandparents.     Furthermore, 
I support increasing our property taxes to maintain quality services including schools, 
libraries, public safety and social services, by at least .08 cents, meaning setting the 
advertised tax rate at least $1.12 or higher. I also support other revenue means such as the 
vehicle license registration fee and a meals tax.    Thank you for your consideration of my 
concerns, and your service to our community. 

302 County and Schools Transportation Combine school buses and commuter buses where schools are near major commuting 
destinations (e.g., South Lakes HS/Hughes MS, Chantilly HS/Rocky Run MS, Marshall HS).  
* Evening rush hour buses would replace activity buses.  * Commuters work year-round, so 
summer school transportation would be cheaper.  * Allow students to opt out of one or two 
classes, to create 3 waves of student arrivals: breakfast, 1st bell, 2nd bell. 
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303 County and Schools Revenue To Sharon Bulova , Chairman, and the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors - as well as the 
Fairfax County Public Schools Board    We respect and understand  the difficulty of  your  
decisions in difficult times.  Respectfully, we add our points of view , that were  strong among  
the many we heard in  fall  Mount Vernon dialogues for the last two years, as well as  through 
community interaction.     The crucial point is that we urge the BOS to  raise  the advertised 
rate  to the minimum of $1.12 to mitigate  serious cuts  -   but more  importantly as high as 
necessary to cover needs because we recognize that  federal I and state funding is not likely 
to  be  available to  support programs as needed,  I'm concerned an increase   $1.22 would 
be reasonable...as a tax increase. Set the  rate high enough for flexibility  for restoration of 
essential services .    Bottom line:  increase revenues to  meet  county and school needs 
even if it means  moderately raising taxes above  recent equilibrium practices - respecting  
recent coordination  and  efficiency efforts on both sides  and the  need to meet  human 
needs, especially  of  the young, families, as well as the safety  folk who protect us, the 
seniors  who lead our pathway still. Whether  libraries or  parks and rec  or other  programs 
are the issue - we do not  wish to divide.  We  believe in sustaining the  strong opportunities 
Fairfax County affords all ages.    Recent meetings for the MVCCA Education and HHS 
committees are consumed with budget issues tying to decide what is it we really need to 
support the essentials in one of the fastest growing areas of the US with the greatest needs     
My voice comes from my community as well as Nexus  under the auspices of the Advisory 
Board for the Mount Vernon Center for Community mental health - newly formed to support  
improved mental health services for children and youth through  collaboration among county, 
school , private and public concerns.    My voice supports Education and  HHS  needs, 
particularly for families,  children and youth.   This week the MVCCA Ed Committee voted to 
support the school board budget transfer request for an increase of 4% ($81.9M) .  We 
propose to restore budget cuts for HHS and other areas that might impact systems of care 
services, especially to  children, youth and families. 
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   HHS calls for Safety Net Services restoration of $1,343,000.    It is essential that  services 
supporting all  citizens including  children and youth be supported, including critical services 
that must be considered for restoration, funded through enhanced revenue, in adjusting the 
Proposed Budget Plan and adopting the FY 2011  Budget Plan for Fairfax County, in order to  
. mitigate severe damage to  "safety net" services available to County residents in the public 
and private network of health and human services  . sustain the County's ability to respond to 
emergent community crises through effective strategies and programs for prevention and 
intervention, and  . maintain County leadership capacity/resources for BOS Initiatives and 
County strategic planning that must continue to integrate services better and respond to 
crises more cost-effectively, providing skills that are essential in the coming year and beyond.  
In addition to educational transfer  requests- please support essential requests from the   
Dept. of Family Services (DFS), Health Department (public health services), Dept. of 
Neighborhood and Community Services , Dept. of Administration for Human Services,   
Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court, Fairfax-Falls Church Community Services 
Board (CSB)$1,415,542 (10 pos) ,Dept. of Housing and Community Development , and State 
and Federal Funding Issues.  We face a perception problem in Fairfax - particularly in Mount 
Vernon , a challenging section of  the county even as it is the fastest growing. It is not true 
that Fairfax is the bloated beast that many believe, especially around the state. It may be true 
that Fairfax schools and county had the assets to support our population, independent of 
state assistance  in the past and  index funds  were not as needed perhaps; however, 
growing populations have growing needs, especially in  hard times.      There is a 
misperception that schools must be funded and other services don't need to be. Many 
services are mandated or tied to matching funds, and are essential Safety Net Services 
preventing more serious consequences now and in the future. Does anyone recall the 
shooting at Virginia Tech or the teen shooting of policemen here in Fairfax?     The truth is 
that Fairfax has increasingly done more with less in the schools but also among community 
services. The schools were held flat last year which is in effect a cut since the system had 
thousands more students, For the first time in history, the county executive for finance 
recommended to the Board of Supervisors to cut the school request which is  always  more 
than half the total budget because  of damage to other resources. The Community Services 
Board, the coordinating manager  for human services  in  Fairfax was cut  $9.3 M last year  
and is to be cut $5.2 M this year, at least.    Meanwhile  the BOS ratified Beeman 
Commission  improvements are going forward for teams  coordinating and improving 
services - all system reform is in place. Schools, family and community  services join forces 
to problem solve in schools. It is not the schools alone that will hurt with budget  cuts - 
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student services in schools are funded out of other community resources beyond the school 
budget. The BOS must support collaboration for greater efficiency  as well as  improved 
service.    Schools and Services Are Interconnected Essentials  Can we do without  
community services but not schools as some say? Did you know that the largest incidence of 
suicides county-wide is in the Mount Vernon area? (the largest  incidence of alcohol and drug 
abuse is in the areas of Langley and McLean) . The data was  collected county-wide with the 
aid of HHS research. In turn, schools and social services rallied to develop surveys to 
uncover problems with suicide and bullying and  staff was trained to  turn kids around.     
Public Safety , Police and Jails are affected along with human services . Police drive kids to  
Staunton and across county for hearings. The largest health care facility in the county for kids 
with mental illness is the jails. The following are only a few of the cuts that will hurt children 
and youth but are not FCPS funded : leaving over 250 students without adequate prevention 
or intervention services .If  HHS does not receive funds, who will  pay?   School nurses  
Middle school SROs  Juvenile services that keep mentally  disturbed kids out of jail  Respite 
care for caregivers of severely mentally challenged  Inpatient care for youth with  more 
severe mental illness  Emergency services at two of three mental health centers including 
Mount Vernon and reduced services at the third  Reduced staffing for those  caring for 
alcohol and drug  addicted  youth.  (did you know that the highest rate of local heroine abuse 
is in Chantilly beginning at age ten?)  Cutting county social workers and psychologists who 
team to help  students - an increasing burden as the closing of state resident facilities means 
more kids  are in the schools with severe mental health  challenges.    The county executive  
for human services proposes a $1/4M cut in human services and is looking for outside 
funding. The important thing is to realize that cuts in services  shift responsibilities they do not 
eliminate them. For children and youth, human services,  schools and safety are all essential. 
The teen returning to school from a down state mental health  hospital needs support  while 
waiting for  his school IEP and perhaps  special education placement which come from  
shrinking federal IDEA money - but a family services (HHS) and school team will take up the 
slack. When the  mentally ill kid who is also alcohol dependent -  and he forgets his meds 
and goes wild , he impacts the classroom . The school resource officer intervenes ( Middle 
School SROs are on the cut list) . The teen may end up at INOVA hospital with county 
emergency services cut.  Now juvenile enters the picture and all the while the police are 
transporting this youngster to required evaluation meetings rather than  tending to county 
crime. 

Keep in mind that the family of this youth needs to work and may have other  children  so 
closing mental health day treatment facilities  affects whole families and their livelihood, the 
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same as it would for seniors in need of care. The youth may end up in  jail with intervention 
services cut. This youth and many others could  be your child's friend., or it could be your 
child. At that point you would better understand why support services are as essential  to 
schools as text books.     The war among the schools, county services, political parties, and 
geographical parts within the commonwealth needs to stop. The first priority across the state 
should be  those  services, departments  or programs  that support human learning, health 
and safety - particularly for children, youth and families.  They are core foundations for a 
strong future and they are all interconnected.    Revenue  Issues   I pay property tax and  
have been  involved in  various aspects of Fairfax life since 1969.  I'm a retired school 
teacher and a senior. My house has lost $146k in value in the last four years but the amount 
of tax I paid did not go down. To me, the value of my house includes Fairfax County services 
and schools - the essentials of life.  I don't want to pay more taxes but I recognize the need.    
Supplementary Revenue  Meals tax as it stands - at the state level, all of the meals tax bills 
were killed in the House of Delegates Finance Committee. The Fairfax BOS in January voted 
to remand the meals tax question to the folks on the legislative committee. 

304 County Revenue I support a car decal tax of $33 and a tax rate increase. The current proposed budget cuts 
too much. 
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305 Schools Schools We should view FCPS highly valued programs as an investment to the viability of our county!  
I believe that Fairfax County housing values have remained relatively stable and 
unemployment relatively low because we continue to attract corporations to our county and 
some chose to relocate their headquarters here.  These businesses often site Fairfax 
County's Public Schools' high quality of education as the number one reason why they locate 
here.    My husband and I met and married while living in Bethesda, Maryland, and then 
moved away for a few years.  When we decided to return to this area, we chose to move to 
Fairfax County and my husband incorporated his consultancy company here.  Programs such 
as foreign language and band and strings in the elementary schools are what attracted us to 
Fairfax County.                                                                                                                              
I also feel many in the community recognize that it is a worthwhile investment to pay slightly 
more in taxes in order to maintain important "quality of life" programs and services that 
cannot be easily reinstated when the economy improves.  It is these excellent programs 
which make Fairfax County a unique place to live and learn.  Many of the FCPS programs 
and other county services would be too expensive to reinstate and would be lost to a 
community that recognizes the value of a strong public education system.  These programs 
and services will continue to attract tax payers and business that are willing to invest in our 
quality of life.    With State funding to Fairfax County so uncertain and unknown until after 
March 9, please do not risk putting such valuable programs and services in such an 
extremely precarious position.  I urge you to set the maximum tax rate at least at $1.12 or 
even higher to maintain our quality of life and schools. I also support the County Executive's 
recommendation to implement a $33 vehicle registration fee. 

306 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Please support the higher advertised tax rate of $1.12 per hundred for the coming year. As a 
property owner in Fairfax County I am happy to pay more to maintain our quality of life.   Our 
school system deserves our support. We are a community where we help each other in all 
phases of life.  The schools are the main reason why I stay in Fairfax County. I think that they 
are one of the reasons that businesses come here and families settle here.   Please support 
all day kindergarten, music in elementary schools, and smaller class sizes.      
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307 County Real Estate 
Tax 

I have made Fairfax County my home for the past 24 years.  I made the choice to move here 
from rural West Virginia, and it has been a good choice.  Yes, the cost of living here is high, 
but so are the benefits.  I am ready to stay and to pay the amount of real estate tax that will 
support, to the greatest extent possible, the outstanding quality schools and county services.    
As I understand the budget, I believe that an increase to at least 1.12 per hundred is needed.  
Do it! 

308 County Transportation It is appalling that one of the recommendations for the FY2011 budget is to cut all Connector 
bus service from Reston & Herndon to the metro.  It is irrelevant that part of the funding in the 
past came from the toll road.  How do you finance all the other buses throughout the county?  
Once again, you target those people who are paying the bills and just trying to get to work.  
We will be left with no means of transportation.  You will lose the tax base in these areas as 
people will be forced to move.  Also, buses coming out to Reston from the metro are also 
packed.  Reston businesses will lose their employees. 

309 Schools Schools Please remember:  we elected you to safeguard our tax dollars, our property, our families 
and our community -- in which we all work and volunteer.  Cutting the budgets further for our 
school system is a drastic mistake.  I have had to raise the money to purchase basic 
equipment for my children's schools in the past, and there are few parents who can do that 
for their schools.  The survival of our community and country depends on well-educated, well-
rounded, well-prepared graduates. 

310 County Transportation Eliminating so many bus lines will be disastrous for Reston residents. I will have to start 
considering moving some place.  I rely 100% on Connectors buses to come to work.  
Additionally, please post new proposed rout 580 time schedule.  I hope you are considering 
running this one every five minutes since you are eliminating so many routes.  Too many 
people will be left stranded since no enough parking is available at Reston East P&R. 
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311 County Real Estate 
Tax 

Just had a chance to read the proposed Agency Cuts.  I can't believe one of the richest 
counties in the country has to talk about curtailing Library Hours, Reductions in Police; and 
nearly 1 billion shortfall being passed on to our schools!    There is no free lunch.  I moved 
here for a certain quality of life - the BD of Supervisors is chipping away at that penny by 
penny.  Raise the tax rate to $1.25 fully fund the schools, libraries, and public safety.  We 
only get what we pay for... I am willing to pay for quality schools, and safe neighborhoods 

312 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Raise the tax rate so our schools don't stink that's why I live here! If my Kid's school funds 
get cut, I'll make sure you get voted out of office. 

313 Schools Schools Just read the article in the Examiner that says that the FCPS budget increase is to cover 
teachers' benefits and will not go into the classroom. Then why wasn't this disclosed to the 
public earlier? Instead, parents and students are dragged through a kabuki theater of threats 
of cuts that are just a ploy to get funding for bloated benefits. More ethical behavior, stop 
playing games, and start putting that money in the classroom or in the public libraries. 

314 County Transportation WMATA is considering large fare increases combined with large service cuts to close a $189 
million budget gap.  Riders are being asked to shoulder $90 million of Metro's deficit, and to 
have their service cut.    I ask that Fairfax County include in their budget operating support for 
Metro that will eliminate the service cuts.  Riders and local governments should both play a 
role in maintaining Metro.  Fairfax's "Fair Share" of the almost $80 million shortfall is about $9 
million.    Please ensure that Fairfax can increase its contribution to maintain Metro's vital 
transportation service to residents, visitors and employees. 
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315 County Transportation Cutting of Fairfax Connector bus service in Reston.  Reston is a community designed for 
walking and public transportation. Eliminating the 554, 557, 552, 553 buses would require 
many more residents who rely on these buses to buy cars.  In addition, the East Park and 
Ride lot is currently filled to capacity by 7:30am and adding additional cars would greatly 
impact both the parking spaces as well as requiring resident to drive to work.    Eliminating a 
service that I have used for over 15 years seems contradictory to the reason Reston exist as 
well  as putting more cars and drivers on the highway and forcing them to a parking area that 
is already inadequate.  Budget cuts should be made in other areas not public transportation. 

316 Schools Schools As a Fairfax County resident, I am appalled that our county (which I just saw was #2 richest 
in country on the news) cannot afford to fund our school at a level which is necessary.  I 
implore our county executives to give the schools the money they ask for. 

317 Schools Schools Our public schools need more funding than last year, given the projected increase in students 
in Fairfax County.  Transferring the same amount as, or less than, last year will result in cuts 
that risk the quality of our schools, the future of our children, and the ability to rebound from 
this economic downturn. 

318 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

As a Fairfax County voter, I would like to voice my support for a tax rate increase above tax-
bill equalization in order to support our quality of life and our public schools. There is no 
doubt that the caliber of our schools is a significant factor supporting the overall quality of life 
in Fairfax county. Families with children are a clear beneficiary of our amazing schools. 
Whether with or without children, however, Fairfax County residents enjoy job opportunities 
that are brought here by the schools, and a safe and supportive community that both feeds 
and is fed by our schools. It is time for us to stand together and fight for the community that 
we have built together. Thank you for your efforts, and I look forward to your announcement 
of an adequate tax rate to ensure the long-term vitality of this community. 
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319 County Local Vehicle 
Registration 

Fee 

I do not support a $33 vehicle registration fee. What kind of sham is this? Tax businesses or 
increase smoking or alcohol taxes, but not the means of transportation. You're already 
cutting down on public transportation with Fairfax Connector, why increase private? This is 
the same kind of shenanigans you had with the decals. You got rid of them, but increased the 
property taxes. No to this, or I swear my vote will be for budget conscious supervisors from 
the Republican party. 

320 County Expenditures No new taxes, cut the budget.  I have reduced my spending now you all must learn to do the 
same. 

321 County Transportation Eliminating bus service through Reston neighborhoods (routes 552 to 557)  will make it very 
difficult to commute to D.C.  The Reston East Pk & Ride is always completely full by 7:15am, 
even with neighborhood bus service.   The proposed new bus from Reston East to W.Falls 
Church will be useless, because there already isn't enough parking.  Buses leaving Reston 
East (a.m.) and W. Falls Ch metro (p.m.)  are already so full that they often have to leave 
people behind.  With even fewer buses, this will become so much worse that no one will be 
able to accurately plan or predict travel time.   Neighborhoods that still have bus service will 
be overrun by commuters parking on side streets.   The lack of adequate public 
transportation will adversely impact Reston property values.  I've lived in Reston for 20 years 
and am now considering moving. 

322 County Transportation I am deeply concerned with the upcoming Fairfax Connector service changes proposed for 
Reston.  There appears little to no information on the new (proposed) Route 580 that is 
stated to replace the 552 and 554 routes, both of which serve me and that I (and many 
others) rely on a regular basis.  Where is the new 580 going to run? If it only runs to the 
Reston East P&R, the already busy parking situation will only worsen.  Why/how did the 
board arrive at eliminating those two routes?  Why both and not just one? Are they 
unproductive?  You consideration is appreciated.    Thanks. 

323 County Local Vehicle 
Registration 

Fee 

What is the expected net revenue of a local vehicle registration fee?  Can we piggyback on 
the annual state registration to reduce overhead?    If not, why not increase the personal 
property tax by a flat rate? 

324 County Transportation Please do not cut CONNECTOR bus 453 
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 As of March 15, 2010   

325 County Revenue I know it's a recession and people cut back spending in bad times. But what they also do is 
reevaluate priorities and spend their money on what's important. Our county services and 
schools are important and worth spending money on. So raise taxes, fees, whatever to get 
the money to spend. 

326 County Revenue State is going back to 1996 funding. While I think government needs to be efficient always 
and especially on bad times, I don't want to go back. We have great schools, parks, libraries, 
etc. Let's not lose those even if it means higher taxes and more fees. 

327 County and Schools Revenue Bas economic times with budget shortfall leaves two choices: spend less or raise more 
money. We can cut some but if we keep spending less and less than the schools and other 
services simply won't be worth spending on any more. So raise more money. 

328 County and Schools Schools Please save our schools. Once programs are lost and quality goes down, it is hard to get 
back. The schools need more money from the county. Once the schools go, the rest of the 
county goes with it. 

329 County and Schools Schools Supervisor Herrity said that our county budget problems are spending problems not revenue.  
I heartily agree.  If the board of supervisors had not spent so freely during the boom years we 
would not be having the problems we are experiencing now.    The budget includes too many 
frills.  We need to fully fund public safety...police and fire.  Hold the schools accountable.  We 
need fewer administrators and extra curricular programs.  If parents want them, then they can 
pay for them.  (I have two children in FCPS)    Establish a fund to get us through hard times 
in the future.  RESIST the temptation to spend all the money taxes bring in.  We as a family 
do not spend all our income.  We should not as a county.  Show some fiscal restraint! 

330 County Real Estate 
Tax 

Raising the real estate tax is a MUST if we are going to protect the programs that make our 
schools the example of excellence they have been for years.  Our neighbors only WISH they 
could do for their children as we have done regularly for decades!  The tax rates will ebb and 
flow but education must remain a constant high quality endeavor supported our community 
and our courageous political leaders. 
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331 County Real Estate 
Tax 

I'm totally opposed to raising the tax rate and the recently advertised maximum increase of 
almost 8% is outrageous.  The County Board needs to curb their spending appetite and live 
win the available revenue stream just like every county resident.  The Board has created the 
problem by continually increases the budget annually.  It's high time to accept and live with 
negative growth in the annual budget. 

332 County Transportation Please don't eliminate the 554 route. 

333 County  According to the County's web site the average detached single family home is valued at 
$602,303.  At current tax rates that is a bill of $6,263.95 for the average home.  You now 
propose to raise that?  We are paying over $500 a month!  This is just taxes, not rent. We 
pay a mortgage on top of that!  You need to spend less.  Stop the increases.  We cannot 
afford more. It is getting to the point we have to decide weather to save for retirement or pay 
our taxes.  And we are the lucky ones. We have no children, we do not use the schools.  
Please stop the increases.  We have paid taxes here for over 20 years and you are pricing us 
out of the area.  Please. Stop raising rates.  Prices will rise again, you in the county 
government will spend it all, thinking you are rich, and then whenever something goes wrong 
you raise the rates! We have been here for several cycles of it.  My parents went through it 
before us.  Please don't do it.  With the increases in population, the increases in multifamily 
housing, and the price increases (over the last decade) county revenues must be up.  You 
were flush before and spent it.  Now the bills are coming due.  It is hard, but avoid raising 
rates any more.  Our taxes are higher than ever, our retirement further away.  Please help us.  
Thank you 

334 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Please do not raise property taxes at this time in order to cover the budget gap. 

335 Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Spending has to stop from local levels up to the federal level.  Let's get the budget house in 
order.  Do not raise property taxes. 

336 Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Do not raise property taxes. 
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337 Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

I can barely afford my current taxes.  Do not raise property taxes. 

338 County Transportation Conduct rider surveys on Fairfax Connector. A lot of people would probably prefer to pay 
higher fares than lose so much service. 

339 County Other Per Cathy Hudgins' e-mail update today: The budget was the focus of much of our 
discussions at Tuesday's meeting.  We approved advertising a maximum residential real 
estate tax rate of $1.12 per $100 assessed value.  After the upcoming budget public hearings 
and our work sessions, we will decide on the tax rate at the April 27th board meeting.  Also 
under consideration is the establishment of a local vehicle registration license fee of $33 for 
passenger vehicles.      All,    Unfortunately, too often the answer for budget shortfalls is to 
raise the tax rate and create new taxes, such as this passenger car local registration license 
fee.  With more and more people contributing to the system and the development of 
technology, you are charged to gain efficiencies in the system and not punish the taxpayer 
for your inability to innovate.  If you cannot do your job, you should be removed.      If we 
allow the rate to go up this time, what happens the next time you cannot manage the revenue 
sent to the county?  Raise the tax rate again?  This The residents of this county and 
Americans in general are taxed at much higher rates than ever before and this makes no 
sense in a situation where technology innovations are so powerful.  ALSO - remove your limit 
of the length of these responses (750 characters)?  How do you expect an articulate person 
to convey a point...    Frustrated… 
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340 County Transportation I am seeing continued degradation of bus service in Reston, in spite of it being an 
increasingly important economic center for the northern part of Fairfax County.    I am deeply 
disappointed in the Fairfax Connector plans to eliminate route 951. This route provides 
service between Reston and West Falls Church metro station. I work for the USGS and 
although I don't use this line every day, I often take it to get to downtown DC. It is used by 
many of my colleagues who live downtown.    In the past year we saw the elimination of the 
RIBS 1 stop at the USGS. I used this line to get from work to Reston town center but no 
longer can do so.    I regularly use the 505 line, as you do also, to get downtown, and am 
frustrated to see the plans for elimination of the Sunday route altogether.    I understand that 
the County faces severe budget shortfalls and is looking for every possible savings. 
However, elimination of mass transit options is backward thinking, particularly as the Reston 
area continues to grow and traffic worsens. Perhaps there are compromise alternatives such 
as reducing the frequency of routes while maintaining an hourly schedule?    Thank you for 
any support of alternatives to eliminating bus routes that you can offer. 

341 County Compensation The idea of furloughs for County employees would greatly assist in address the budget crisis 
and save county jobs.  If County employees each took mandatory five day of furlough 
throughout the year we save a tremendous amount of money.  Many employees are willing to 
do this in order to address the budget issue and save jobs for persons who need to work in 
order to support their families.  Why does the County not consider furlough days?  Many 
other jurisdictions are implementing furlough days. 

342 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

I just read Ms. Hudgins' note to voters that the board is considering increasing the tax rate to 
1.12 % per $100 assessment.  I cannot believe that the board in this economic time could 
conceivably believe that this is a reasonable action.  This board just must consider cutting 
costs to sustain the tax rate not increase it.  Our board members have to have the 
knowledge, insight and courage to see that the voters' net worth, property values and 
retirement sources have significantly decreased.  Our community cannot continue spending 
as if everything in the economy is rosy.  I urge you all to consider what is really going on and 
cut back spending, including schools.  We cannot afford to continue spending on our schools 
as if there were no boundaries on tax payers' resources. 

343 County Transportation 952 Fairfax Connector Bus    I take the connector daily to work at Herndon, Spring Street.  I 
do not own a car.  Please continue providing 952 Bus service.  Fares may be increased. 
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344  Parks Since you are not funding lighting at 123 FCPA parks, I assume you will also not approve the 
addition of lighting at Stratton Woods Park.. How do I find out the status of the SWP lighting 
discussion? 

345 Schools Schools Why price kids out of HS athletics when you could just eliminate freshman sports?  Freshmen 
can play JV, and you don't need to ensure participation for those that don't make the cut.  HS 
sports teaches lessons just as important as those learned in the classroom. 

346 County Transportation Connector Bus Service  8000 people depend on this service and you are proposing cutting it 
without any alternatives other than for riders to buy cars and drive to an overcrowded park 
and ride lot which does not currently accommodate all of the drivers.  The Connector Bus 
service in Reston is critical to commuters as well as to seniors and others who enjoy Reston 
without the need to spend money on an expense automobile.  Bus rids also help in reducing 
emissions in the are and traffic congestion major issues in the county.  If this is the solution 
for the county, what alternative other than driving to a commuter lot than is already 
overflowing is being offered.  This solution is utterly appalling. 

347 County Schools I am a resident with no children and I don't feel it's fair to increase my taxes to cover art 
programs in the school systems.  The money should come from somewhere else like Parks 
and Recreation before we burden our citizens with higher taxes.  I understand that these are 
some of the things that make living here great, but a lot of this county is feeling financial 
hardship already with pay cuts and lay-offs, not to mention the drop in our home values.  Why 
would add salt to the wound and increase our county taxes as well. 

348 County Real Estate 
Tax 

The Board's vote to raise the real estate tax rate to $1.12 shows they are not able to manage 
the County expenses and so should ALL be replaced. 

349 County Information 
Technology 

I am wondering why the County is using funds to develop encrypted email systems. The 
given justification is so the federal HIPAA requirements can be met in order to allow client 
information to be sent electronically. However, the federal agency in charge of HIPAA has 
clearly stated that password protection of the email accounts is more than sufficient and that 
is already in place. Particularly since this encryption protection will not apply to any email 
communications with families, it seems to be a waste of funding. 
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350 Schools Schools I support a tax rate increase of 11 cents to keep the strings and band and other school 
programs in the county  continuing.  I want to ensure education funding is maintained for key 
programs in FCPS; to preserve world-class schools and the quality of life we have come to 
expect in Fairfax County. I thank all officials for their time in reading my letter/input. 

351 County Real Estate 
Tax 

Dear Supervisors -   I urge you to set the property tax rate at the posted maximum of $1.12 
per $100 of assessed value.  I appreciate and use the parks, libraries, health department, 
and public schools (I have children in three different schools this year).  I don't want any more 
cuts than all the departments have already had to make.    Thank you for all your hard work. 

352 County Transportation Please do not disconnect the Fairfax Connector Route 952. I along with my 3 colleagues use 
it everyday to commute from West Falls church metro station to work both in morning as well 
as evening. 

353  Transportation Greetings,    I am a regular user of Fairfax connector bus 952. Please do not eliminate the 
service of this bus in the new budget.    Thanks,  A 

354  Transportation Please do not discontinue Fairfax connector bus services 951/952. It will be really nightmare 
to imagine my commute to work without these buses 

355 County Transportation Well I just read about this reductions and I'm really worried because the 605 bus take to my 
job. 

356 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Real estate taxes have doubled since 2000. The population and inflation increase in the 
county is a fraction of that. Recently more than 80% of tax increases have gone to pay 
salaries and benefits. Enjoy your raises while you can as soon taxpayers will be waking up. 

357 County Transportation Please do not cut Fairfax Connector line 952. I work at Apex CoVantage and I and many of 
my coworkers use this route as our primary transportation to work. I myself do not have a car 
and I will be unable to get to work if this line is cut. There are many many office buildings in 
my neighborhood that are serviced by 952. The 952 is almost full every time I take it and it 
seems silly to cut it. Please reconsider this. 
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358 County Transportation Do not cut the 952 bus!  People need to get to work in your county.   You have established 
the only significant business center in the area outside of the beltway, but it will not last if 
people from the DC area are not able to get to work.  If you cut off public transportation, 
companies will leave the Herndon/Reston/Dulles area and your budget crisis will become 
infinitely more dire. 

359 County Transportation Don't cut the 952 metro bus!!! I need it to get to work, I don't have a car. 

360 County Transportation Please do not cut bus line 952. I rely on it to get to and from work and cannot afford a car. It 
is vital to my economic well being.     Thank you for considering my comment. 

361 County Transportation DON'T CUT 952 

362 County Transportation Please retain bus line 952, or I and many of my coworkers at Airbus will be unable to get to 
work 

363 County Transportation please don't cut route 952 
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364 County Transportation Please do not stop bus route 952! Because this is a heavily populated commercial zone, 
many people use this route to get to work and it is their sole mode of transportation.  I 
personally use this bus route to get to work EVERY day and if it were to no longer exist, there 
are no alternate ways for me to get to and from my place of employment.  When I ride this 
bus, it is often full, thus I assume that many people are in a similar position.    Thank you for 
your time.  Please consider carefully before choosing to follow through with budget cuts in 
this arena. 

365 Don't Know Transportation Please do not to cancel route 952!!!  I don't know how I will get to work otherwise. 

366 County Transportation Do not to cancel route 952!!!  It will be impossible for me to get to work 

367 County Transportation Please don't cancel bus route 952! 

368 County Transportation Please do not cancel the 952 route. This is the only bus I can take for a daily commute to 
work. 

369 County Transportation I have heard that the 951  Fairfax Connector will be discontinued I ride that bus to work 
without it me and several dozen other employees will end up driving and of course that 
means more congestion on the roads out here please please continue running this service. 

370 County Transportation Please do not cancel route 952. 

371 County Transportation Please keep Bus Route 952.  My daughter uses this to get to work.  She does not own a car!  
Thanks so much! 
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372 County Real Estate 
Tax 

How Dare You raise my real estate taxes in a year I get no cost of living, my medical 
insurance rises $50/month, a family member looses his job, my property value decreases 
over 5%, my medical bills are over $20,000 out-of-pocket this year, and my long term care 
insurance rises 25%/month.  What in the Hell are you thinking!!!  I'm paying $71 million for 
county medical and pension benefits that I don't even have.  Change these pensions to 
401Ks just like the majority of tax payers who are asked to further subsidize county pensions 
and medical benefits.  Shame on you. 

373 County Transportation Dear Board of Supervisors:     I rely on Fairfax Connector Bus 557 to commute to work and 
was very upset to learn that the county is eliminating this bus line.  When I first heard this, I 
thought I would probably be able to use the 553 bus instead, but the county is also 
eliminating that bus line.  We are a one car family and if these bus lines are eliminated we will 
have to purchase a second car so that I can get to work.  This, of course, will be very 
expensive for us and will also add to the road congestion in the area.  I have always thought 
that more people should be encouraged to use the bus in order to diminish traffic congestion 
and decrease the environmental impact of having so many cars on the road.  With the latest 
round of bus line cuts, we are moving in exactly the wrong direction. I hope you reconsider 
your proposed budget cuts and save Fairfax Connector bus lines like the 557 and the 553.     
Sincerely, 

374 County and Schools Schools My request is that FCPS receive enough funding from the County to fund full day 
kindergarten.  The primary mission of a school system is to educate, and education is much 
more effective when children are in school.  If necessary, I would support an increase in the 
property tax rate to provide the necessary revenue. 
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375 County Expenditures Dear Supervisor Hudgins:  I received your email regarding budget meetings and the 
proposed increase in real estate value of $1.12 per $100, and the $33 vehicle registration 
fee.  I find it shameful that each time there is a budget shortfall, the government finds new 
and creative ways to increase taxes to make up for it.  I would prefer the County find ways to 
cut superfluous spending first and eliminate waste, fraud, and abuse before resorting to 
higher taxation.  I don't mind paying my fair share of taxes, but I do mind seeing my money 
being spent frivolously on programs that can and should be funded privately.  When will 
government officials treat tax payer money like their own bank account?  Spend only 2/3 of 
what you take in, save the rest for a rainy day.  I certainly can't go to my employer and tell 
him to raise my salary based on my "assessed value" to the company.  Cost cutting through 
re-negotiations on projects, elimination of services for non citizens, and other superfluous 
projects need to be tackled first.  Once citizens see proof that this has been done, we would 
be more likely to support a smaller tax increase FOR A LIMITED TIME.  Tax increases 
should have a deadline, much like the Pres. Bush tax decreases did.  Unfortunately, most of 
the time when tax increases are effected, they are not eliminated.  Let's start thinking out of 
the box.  We are all fed up with the way our government (local and federal) has been run. 

376 Schools Schools being a instructor for 18 years, I’d like to offer constructive recommendations; school 
discipline that enforces by the principal, school uniform as private schools require their 
students(students have pride and can be recognized when ditching books, new students just 
arrived , will be taught separately in immersion programs i.e.Urdu/English,Korean/  
english,Swahali/English,Spanish/English for 2 years  9 to 5 daily so they master English, 
learn math and science in their native language and express these discipline in English .Thus 
they will be merged smoothly in main stream after a placement test i.e Solt Testt, PreSat.C 
County will save a lot of money because it will not be dealt with problem students  who fall 
behind ,or send them to reformatory school because these students may become first time 
offenders. If they cannot make it to college bound high school, they can be sent to vocational 
schools and learn a trade to earn their living honestly and with pride. They can continue 
studying in junior college to earn an Associate Degree  in their specialty or major so minority 
parents will not yell that their children are being discriminated. 
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377 County and Schools Retirement Stop funding defined benefit retirement plans and move to defined contribution plans from the 
next year for all current employees. This will save the taxpayers significant amount of money 
and being the budget needs down. Even the federal government does not have defined 
benefit retirement plans why should we engage in such costly endeavors? 

378 County Economic 
Indicators 

Can the numbers and parameters related to land development and permits be properly 
segregated to reflect the time-lag and different phases involved in the development process?  
For example, many of the new site clearing operations that started in the Fall 2009 were as a 
result of site plan submissions and approvals from a few years back 2006, and their building 
permits are either being issued now and will be issued in the coming months.  This example 
shows some of the many phases of development sector (rezoning, site plan submission, soil 
report submission, site permits, building permits, building inspection, bond release), some of 
which can be several years apart.  If the budget is relying on certain indicators and 
projections on land development and real-estate volume, it would be good to properly 
segregate them to reflect their phases and time lags, either in the budget itself or in the 
economic indicators (http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/economic/economic_indicators.htm). 

379 County Real Estate 
Tax 

It seems obvious to me, in the current economic environment the property tax rate should be 
increased beyond the proposed rate. This increase is necessary in order to maintain the 
desired level of County Government services,  in particular the education of our future 
leaders - our  children,  This tax rate increase is necessary to obtain sufficient funds to offset 
the decreased property evaluations. Other means to increase the amount of funds are 
possible, but are likely to be inefficient and discriminatory in their application. 
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380 County Compensation I know it's another difficult budget year, but it is hard to afford to remain a Fairfax County 
employee with another year of compensation decreases.  When health premiums and other 
costs go up, no pay for performance means less take home pay.  Please consider making the 
revenue and programmatic reduction decisions necessary to right size the government and 
afford to compensate the employees you have left doing the work.  Otherwise you will lose 
the most talented employees and struggle to do more with less, damage morale, and create 
imbalance in the workforce skewed even more towards those nearing retirement. 

381 County Transportation Please do not eliminate the Fairfax Connector 552 route.  I use this bus to go from my house 
to West Falls Church Metro and to return home in the evening.  Many people depend on this 
route.  If this route is canceled, it will be faster for me to drive than to take public 
transportation.  I would have to take 2 buses to get to the Metro.  Eliminating bus routes 
affects low income residents and commuters the most.  Please don't eliminate services.  
Public transportation eases traffic congestion. 

382 County Transportation I am extremely concerned about the proposed Fairfax Connector service cuts in the Dulles 
corridor. While I understand the potential need to eliminate some routes due to low ridership, 
the heavy demand exists for frequent express bus service from the Reston East Park and 
Ride lot to and from the West Falls Church Metro Station. This needs to be more than every 
15 minutes as outlined in the list of proposed service cuts. Right now, there are five bus 
routes that travel between these two destinations with standing room only buses, which 
typically leave people still waiting to board. It is essential that this be further examined and 
explored prior to reducing bus service. Please ensure that frequent and needed bus service 
in this corridor continues to be provided. 

383 County Real Estate 
Tax 

Rather than raising property taxes on everyone (potentially very unpopular), I think Fairfax 
County should have a bracketed property tax system.  By starting the bracket sufficiently 
high, the only people impacted would be those who have a higher margin between expenses 
and income.  I do not have property statistical data at my disposal to make a concrete 
suggestion about brackets and rates, but please consider it.  Thanks for reading. 

384 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

385 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 
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386 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

387 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

388 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

389 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

390 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

391 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

392 County Libraries Fund the libraries they are important to Seniors and the Community 

393 Schools Schools Fund Full day Kindergarten at all schools 

394 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

395 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

396 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

397 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

398 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

399 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

400 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 
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  As of March 24, 2010     

401 County Transportation The reduction of Fairfax Connector bus service during commuting hours is not a good idea.  
Specifically, elimination of 4 routes in favor of a single Wiehle East Park and Ride to West 
Falls Church line, does not make much sense- the Wiehle parking lot is already full in the 
morning, and the capacity of the four bus lines is already at the maximum.  Suggest you keep 
the four bus lines and raise the fare and the toll on the toll road to compensate.  Perhaps a 
commuting hour fare on the toll road would be appropriate to discourage more drivers and 
encourage more public transportation. 

402 Schools Schools With the state cutting so much from education, we must stand together as a community to 
save our schools. Put back at least the $16 million cut from last year and give some serious 
consideration to giving even more to the schools. 

403 County Real Estate 
Tax 

The state decided not to raise taxes but instead to put off financial obligations. Let's not be 
fiscally irresponsible like the state. Let's pay for what we have now. Raise taxes to the $1.12 
advertised rate. 

404 County and Schools Schools Parents should put more money into the school system. There should not be anything like a 
'free-lunch'. Why tax those who do not have children? Why this inequity? 

405 County Positions Given the likelihood of layoffs, it is beyond understanding how you can still be advertising 
jobs online.  While you continue to look for budget cuts or raising taxes, how much have you 
looked at process improvement.    You have taken the easiest road, and the one that takes 
the least amount of thinking.  Get with it, you are supposed to be the best and the brightest. 

406 Schools Schools Dear Chairman Bulova and Representative Foust,     I am a member of the Herndon 
community and have children who attend Fairfax County Public Schools and participate in 
the band and strings programs.  For the sake of saving these programs not only in the 
elementary schools but throughout the entire school system, I ask that you vote for a $1.12 
tax rate so that these classes can be saved.  The $1.09 rate will not be sufficient to keep 
music in our schools.  The immediate loss of music at the elementary level will lead to the 
eventual loss of music across the county.  Thank you.  
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407 County Parks Finally do away with the old men’s softball program, the senior league. 

408 County Transportation Please keep Fairfax Connector route 553! 

409 County Transportation Please do not eliminate the 951 bus as it is my primary  and vital mode of transportation to 
my place of employment.    Plus I am taking the bus to eliminate congestion on the roads.    
Thank you so much. 

410 County Expenditures I know the people are complaining that Fairfax lived large in the 80s and 90s and now don't 
want to pay to continue the programs started. But I came here in 2000 specifically because 
this county lives large and I don't want that to end. The old people who have lived here for 
years should suck it up and pay for what they started. 

411 County Transportation Don't cut Bus route 952.  This would make it very, very difficult for me to get to work and in 
this economy I cannot afford to lose my job. 

412 County Transportation PLEASE DO NOT END BUS ROUTE 952. I USE THIS TO GET TO WORK AND I CANNOT 
AFFORD A CAR. MANY OF MY COWORKERS ALSO USE THIS ROUTE! 

413 County Transportation To Whom it May Concern:  I am writing in regards to my opposition to the discontinuation of 
the 929 Centreville Road bus in association with the Connector transportation service.  I am 
currently reliant on this bus in order to get to and from the Park Center and Towerview stop, 
which is where my work is located, as this is the only bus that goes to this particular part of 
Herndon.  I also do not have access to any other form of transportation.  As a result of the 
potential closing of this bus, I am likely to lose my job.  I hope you will realize that the 929 
route is very important and hope that you will consider keeping it open.  Thank you for taking 
the time to read and address my concerns.    Sincerely,  

414 County and Schools Schools The school system brought us to Fairfax County and we have been very happy with the 
schools.  Please fully support the school or give them more than they have asked for.      
Frankly, I do not think they get paid enough or have enough training and support.    Finally - a 
cut to arts, language, music is a cut to core school functions - we need this to be a part of our 
children’s lives. 
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415 County Real Estate 
Tax 

The school system brought us to Fairfax County and we have been very happy with the 
schools.  Please fully support the school or give them more than they have asked for.      
Frankly, I do not think they get paid enough or have enough training and support.    Finally - a 
cut to arts, language, music is a cut to core school functions - we need this to be a part of our 
children’s lives.    PLEASE RAISE MY TAXES!!  (I hope this is clear enough) 

416 County Transportation Please do not cut bus route 952. It is my only route to work. 

417 County and Schools Revenue As a resident and worker in Fairfax County I have to say that I am appalled at the state of the 
county finances. As a result of the recession I have lost my secretary to RIFs and many of my 
colleagues. This is not a surprise to me that the government is doing the same. We did not 
however increase the price of our products and introduce nickel and diming everywhere we 
could to make a buck.    Where is all the money that the county put away during the boom 
times? Oh, right... none.    We either have a commonwealth or we do not. We can not use the 
logic that everyone pays for school even if you do not use it, which I do not, and then tell me 
that even though my taxes pay for the parks now I have to pay to use them.  Why does the 
argument stand for schools and not other areas of the park?     Your numbers are also 
skewed since my home is valued at the same value as last year, not a reduction as indicated 
so my tax burden will dramatically increase while my neighbors house languishes on the 
market.    Things are not rosy obviously, however I can think of plenty of special interests that 
should be completely cutoff before we get to the point of charging meal taxes and 
entertainment fees. This will NOT keep the standard of living since I will be able to eat out at 
a restaurant 4% less of the time and see a movie 10% less than I do now.  Oh wait, since I 
am also paying far more in real estate taxes we might as well cut out eating out and movies 
all together. I won't be playing softball either since you raised those fees 50% so now I have 
nothing to distract me from bothering you about how miserable my "status quo" is.    Cut the 
pork and start putting some money away like a responsible county should. 

418 County Transportation Re. Fairfax Connector bus 952, proposed for elimination: this route is essential for 
commuters and businesses, alike. If eliminated, it would pose great hardship, especially on 
those of us without personal cars. Thank you. 
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419 County Transportation Please do not discontinue the 952 bus service from West Falls Church to Herndon. It only 
operates during rush hours and discontinuing this service would cause great inconvenience 
for myself and many others using this bus everyday for work 

420 County Transportation Please keep the 952 bus operational. Discontinuing an existing and well used mode of public 
transportation to accommodate for the  Dulles connector does not make any sense. 

421 County Transportation PLEASE do not eliminate Connector Bus 952. This already reduced, minimal, rush-hour 
service is essential for many riders to commute to their jobs. We come from DC, MD, and VA. 
Many do not drive, nor have cars, and would have to search for other jobs closer to home. 
The effect on our employment, and related businesses, would be devastating. Last year we 
demonstrated our need for this bus and will do so again. 

422 County Transportation It is critical that funding be allocated to adding parking spaces to the Reston East Park & 
Ride lot - the overflow parking is not easily accessible and does not have proper 
crosswalk/sidewalk access.  A parking structure at the Reston East P&R would be an 
excellent investment. 

423 County Transportation This is related to the elimination of Fairfax Connector Route 951 - I use it between metro & 
my work on a daily basis, my commute is 3 hr plus already, without it I will have to transfer at 
Reston Town Ctr & then walk and it will add at least 1 hr or more to my commute. Please 
consider consolidate the schedule - run fewer buses in the morning & in the evening, say 
every 45 mins, or raise fare to $2 or more, just do not eliminate the entire route since it will 
cause major problems for many riders who use this route everyday. Thank you very much for 
your consideration!     

424 County Other How dare the Board of Supervisors Make TIF contributions to real estate developers in times 
like these. 

425 Schools Schools In my opinion illegal immigrants should be charged a fee to attend Fairfax County Public 
Schools and not waste taxpayers money. 
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426 County Family 
Services 

Have there been any cuts made to the unemployed woman who keep having babies?  My 
hard earned tax money goes to these lazy girls who have baby after baby so their check is 
more and more.  Then the county has the nerve to pay daycare for all the kids while the 
mother goes home and lays around all day.  No incentive what so ever to work because the 
county gives her a monthly check, daycare, food stamps, and healthcare.  Maybe the county 
should limit what they give them and after 2 kids, too bad.  There won't be any decent people 
left in this county if you freely give away so much.  I am leaving here as soon as I retire and 
going to a state that doesn't put up with this mess. 

427 County Transportation Subject: 425 and 427 Reduced Service    Hello:    I would like to comment on the proposed 
reduced services for the 427 and 427 bus. I was very saddened to hear that these two PM 
services could possibly end. I work in Metro Center and there are times when I work  very 
late, or attend a dinner with a client, and therefore would usually take these PM buses. Would 
it be possible to at least keep one of them running late? To take away both of the buses to 
Tysons would be  devastating. During the week I would also fly in from out of town after 7pm 
and would count on the 427 or 425 to take me home. We lost the weekend service and I 
hope that we don't lose PM service as well.    Another option would be reducing the 401 or 
402 service. I think they will be of good use when the metro is in the area, but not now.    
Thanks for your time.  
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428 County and Schools Expenditures I am disappointed that my overall taxes are going up while I see many administrative 
programs not directly related to students learning funded through county taxes. Homeowners 
are overly burdened with the lions share of county taxes while in most cases receiving the 
least benefit of county services.    Please consider cutting the following programs and 
reducing the homeowner tax burden.    Reducing Fire department funding in favor of Police 
department funding. It seems unreasonable that the fire department with occasional usage 
receives nearly the same funding at the full time and constantly busy police department.    In 
keeping with Pat Herrity's recommendations I also support the following cuts to reduce the 
homeowner tax burden:    Investigate cutting central department administrative costs by at 
least 10% - Over $400 million of the $2.3 billion non capital school budget this year is spent 
on central administrative departments.  A 10% cut would reduce central administrative costs 
to just below 2006 levels and save approximately $40M.  For example, the school system's 
communications and outreach department has 24 people in it.  That's the size of a small PR 
firm.   Look into the growth in school based administration for reductions - For example, the 
assistant principal to student ratio is higher than our surrounding jurisdictions. In addition, 
over the last several years we have significantly increased the number of tests we require our 
students to take (non state or federally mandated tests). This puts self-imposed burdens on 
our teachers and schools.  Today, each of our schools has an assessment coach, who never 
enters a classroom and does nothing but arrange for testing. Many of these administrators 
are paid for 11 or 12 months, while teachers generally are paid for only 10 months.  We need 
to look at reducing the burdens we place on our teachers, so they can focus on teaching our 
children.  Reducing the number of school-based administrative positions to a level that is still 
above Virginia requirements, and reducing the length of the contract periods for these 
administrators, could save over $25M.  Review major operations for efficiencies - 
transportation, school security, etc. A modest half hour change in bell schedule for a handful 
of high schools could dramatically reduce the peak number of busses required on the road at 
one time and save millions without impacting after school activities or sports. We also need to 
explore alternatives to the school security dispatch system, which currently has its own 24 
hour, 7 day a week operation and management function.        Conserve and carry forward 
funding from 2009 and 2010 - According to its own student enrollment data, the school 
system currently has about 1,500 fewer students than it projected last year.  The roughly $15 
million allocated to educate those students who have not yet shown up should be carried 
forward along with the approximately $25 million carried forward from the school system's 
2009 budget.       I think this action was already accomplished but please correct me if it 
hasn't:    Strongly advocate for, and encourage parents to advocate for, the state government 
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to recalculate the Local Composite Index as was scheduled, so that Fairfax County receives 
the $61 million it is owed.  The Board of Supervisors and the School Board are both 
advocating for this. 

429 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Make our schools and community a priority and actually increase the tax rate to $1.12. If 
people really cannot pay then offer tax relief. I suspect that many can pay but just prefer not 
to because they have less disposable income than they used to. 

430 County Parks To whom it may concern, I am disappointed to see Fairfax county cut such a huge swath of 
park funding from the budget. I understand everyone has to make sacrifices but their cut is 
bigger than most other agencies.   Park funding is what makes this a great place to live, work 
and play. Also it is good preventative care that pays dividends down the road the health of 
the populous. Please reconsider your disproportionate cut of park funding. 

431 County Transportation Hi, I take the 951 Bus daily from West Falls Church metro station to my workplace in Reston.  
I heard that there is news of the 951 bus being scrapped in some time. I strongly request on 
behalf of many commuters who use the same bus to reconsider this proposal as it would 
create great inconvenience for commuters who travel to their work places daily by 951 bus.  
Thanks!   

432 County Transportation I strongly oppose the measure to cut the 951 and 952 bus routes, which I use to commute 
every day. As someone who does not own a car, I rely on these buses for work, which are full 
every time I ride them. 

433 County CSB As a Fairfax County business owner and resident I would like to express my grave concern 
about the potential loss of mental health services at the Northwest Government Center and 
the proposed cuts to the bus transportation "transfer/connector" services. The local mental 
health services help my employees  keep their families together, handle massive stressors,  
and overcome traumatic issues--usually not of their own making.  And I have employees who 
take 2-3 buses daily both ways, just to make their shift.  Sometimes they have to turn work 
down because there is not bus service that connects, or it is over a mile from the nearest 
stop.   We work with the elderly, and there are not many people gifted enough to do that well.  
Please raise my tax rate if it means my employees can continue to have access to these 
basic services.  Thank you. 
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434 County Transportation Reduce the 595/597 bus fare to $4.50 each way. Positive results are being lost in a fare and 
service structure that is producing congestion, dissatisfaction, and  LESS bus service 
revenue.      To explain, morning service from the Reston North lot to WFC Metro station is 
standing room only on almost every bus line, yet the service offerings to the Pentagon and 
Crystal City are not.  The reason is obvious - basic economics. It's $4 to take the bus to W. 
Falls Church metro option but $7 to take the 595/597 bus into Arlington. Multiply these 
number into weeks, monthly and yearly totals, and it's startling.  The impacts of this one 
simple, positive change will increase ridership on all routes, reduce bus and road congestion, 
and pay collateral dividends for the County. 

435 County Transportation FAIRFAXCONNECTOR Subject: Cancellation of Busses 552,553,554   I live in Leesburg and 
daily I take the FFC buses particular the one at 6:01 AM. Now I am told by many of my fellow 
Bus riders that you are going to STOP a number of these buses due to budget. My questions/ 
concern is if you cancel these and leave only the 551,how many times will this bus run. From 
Reston Wheling Park & Ride to WFC in the AM and the return side in the afternoon. Because 
I may have to consider using other forms of transport. I thought you folks were all about 
environment , the carbon footprint etc. 

436 County Transportation Ladies/Gentlemen:    I am responding with regards to the potential elimination of the bus 
route #952 / Fairfax Connector. Personally, it would be a disaster for me if the route would 
discontinue. Particularly - since this is my ONLY means of transportation going to and from 
work. Facing current family health issues, I am in NO position to afford of losing my 
employment. Additionally: the bus is mostly fully occupied, transporting people to and from 
work. In speaking to others - as it holds true for me personally - it would be in deed a great 
hardship for all of us if that were to discontinue.   I sincerely ask you to re-consider 
eliminating the bus route #952. (West Falls Church - Reston)   

437 County Parks Remember more of us use the parks than use the schools!  While I support a good school 
system by continuing to pay for something I will never use, I use the parks at least once a 
week. 
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438 County and Schools Parks Fairfax County became my home because of it's great schools and gorgeous parks. These 
services and amenities are the jewels in the crown of our powerful and beautiful County. 
These should be protected at all costs.      If you have to cut back, please curtail the outlay of 
funds to illegal immigrants by adopting policies similar to Prince William County.  As a Board 
President of a condominium association for 3 years, I can attest to the drain of resources and 
energy these people place on our community -- I can only assume it is magnified in the grand 
scale. Dual language signage and services? -- has any other immigrant population ever 
demanded this? It is outrageous. Our immigrant ancestors understood it was up to them to 
assimilate and to follow our Nation's laws. Now we are facing cutting back funding of our 
schools and parks while these people draw down our resources. It doesn't make sense. 

439 County and Schools Parks Please do not cut back on our schools or parks services. These are the reasons I live in 
Fairfax County and I expect them to get the highest level of support. 

440 County Parks I am very concerned about proposed cuts to the Fairfax county park system. Even in the 
most difficult economic times the majority of county voters have voiced their support for 
maintaining the places that give us peace, beauty and understanding of our belonging to the 
natural world.  The proposed cuts will directly cause harm to the wellbeing of the 79% of the 
county population that uses these sanctuaries. 

441 County Parks I vote to raise taxes to pay for parks 

442 County Parks Hello - Please try to keep Park funding, because the Fairfax County Parks set us apart from 
all of the other counties in this area.  I used to live in Prince George's county, which was a 
concrete and asphalt area.  When I came to Fairfax County, it was like I could breathe again, 
literally and figuratively.  Our parks should take high priority.  The people love them so much.  
Thanks for your considering this message.   

443 County Transportation Please keep the bus 952 running.  I would still ride if the cost were $5 one way.  I have a car 
but hate driving and besides, the bus is always faster because it does not get stuck in traffic. 
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444 County Parks Regarding budget cuts for the Fairfax County Parks my opinion is, do not cut funding for 
parks. They are valuable to me and my whole family. We regularly use the county parks and 
recreational facilities for indoor swimming, soccer fields and exercise classes as well as 
spending time outdoors, going for walks with our dog, etc. Thank you for your consideration. 

445 Schools Schools Please take this opportunity to fully fund the schools. Often we hear about how many states 
and the DC schools are failing our kids. But let's not be the county that failed our kids. Even a 
short term cut will have a very long term effect. Once a school system gets a reputation for 
not being the best, people go elsewhere. Businesses follow. This downward spiral will be 
impossible to fix. I am more than happy to pay higher taxes so the schools are fully funded. 
They are the future. 

446 County Parks Cutting the park budget is a big mistake.  The parks benefit more residents than probably 
most other county services.  Their budget has been cut proportionally more than other county 
services.  That is unfair and shortsighted.  Cut other departments instead.  The biggest 
budget is for the schools.  Surely, there must be a way to make that department more 
efficient. 

447 County Parks I would like to ask for reconsideration of the closure of the restrooms via the elimination of 
Park positions at the various Fairfax county parks as these facilities are used by numerous 
groups who pay user fees for the playing fields and this will disrupt the little league and 
softball systems of numerous groups in the county 

448 County Transportation Fairfax Connector Proposed Adjustments and Reductions  I have purchased a home in 2009 
with the understanding that Metro eventually will get to Wiehle Park and ride. At present 
parking is insufficient and fills up early in the morning. The feeder buses 552 and 554 are to 
be partially replaced by 580 to run only between Wiehle P&R and West Falls Church Metro 
beginning June 27. Because parking expansion in the following three months seems doubtful 
I would hope that some interim solution could be offered - perhaps keeping the 552 and 554 
routes for the 7:30-8:30 interval   
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449 County Transportation To defray the lost revenue from the Dulles Toll Road, Fairfax County should charge a parking 
fee at its park and ride lots, including those for VRE.  If commuters can cough up $55 dollar a 
month for reserved parking spaces at metro rail parking lots, in addition to the daily rate of 
$4.50, a $1.00 or $2.00 daily charge seems quite reasonable.  Since jurisdictions in the 
Washington D.C area has no dedicated source of funding to support public transportation, we 
will have to tax ourselves to maintain decent, reliable public transportation. 

450 County Transportation bus services that are stopped, effect all low income citizens in Fairfax county. Sunday service 
is important to people with out cars.   I can understand the increase in fares, but the cuts will 
hurt citizens. 

451 County Transportation Please do not discontinue the services of Fairfax Connector 952 from West Falls Church to 
Herndon. I know of a lot of people who use it to commute to work everyday 

452 County Parks Please do not cut the Parks trail budget.      With people losing their jobs or being cut back on 
hours or pay, losing their homes, they are under a lot of stress.  What better way to relieve 
that is to go the parks, to enjoy the beauty of nature, go for a walk or jog and get some 
exercise and it is not costing them money they do not have..    Thank you.  

453 County Parks Parks make a difference in the quality of life in Fairfax County and contribute to both the 
health of our community and its economic vitality.    Do not cut the budget for Fairfax County 
Park Authority for fiscal year 2011.    Keep the 2010 budget levels (or more) carrying forward 
into 2011 for Fairfax County Park Authority.    Thank you.  

454 County Real Estate 
Tax 

Do not raise taxes.  Get rid of the Chiefs, hire more Indians.   Give the county employees a 
raise (I'm not a county employee) but I don't know how people survive without pay increases 
but everything else is going up.  Have you ever thought  of cutting the money you give to 
these young girls who have baby after baby and the county pays for their healthcare, food, 
they get a check every month and for every baby, they just get more.  I know several girls 
that don't work and they get free daycare for their kids because they are supposed to be 
looking for a job (still haven't found one for 3 years)  It would be hard to find one sitting at 
home everyday watching TV.  It's true.  They don't pay for ANYTHING. 
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455 County Transportation Please consider keeping the 8:25 p.m. run of Fairfax County Connector's Route 927.  This 
run is so very necessary when delays from Washington, D.C. to Herndon are encountered.  
When called upon to work late, this provides an important option.  Has the County factored in 
the costs of the "guaranteed ride home" program if this run is eliminated? 

456 County Transportation The Fairfax County Connector service is a vital link that connects employers and employees 
as well as customers with retail establishments.  Reducing and/or eliminating service does 
not facilitate these relationships.  The proposed changes will have a domino effect on 
reducing sales taxes and bus revenue in addition to lowering the quality of life.      Please 
consider the negative impact these proposed changes will have on the general public.  
Sunday service is extremely important to those of us without cars and for those of us trying to 
live a "green" life.  Eliminating the 8:25 p.m. bus run for Route 927 makes no sense at all.  
Passengers are still trying to get home from work, from evening errands, from attending 
events in Washington, D.C. or other neighboring locations, etc. It is a mistake to eliminate it.  
It also lessens the value of the 3 hour transfer time for those of us boarding after 5:30 p.m.  
Instead of increasing fares, perhaps a discounted fare is indicated if routes are discontinued 
earlier in the day.  Why would I pay the proposed $1.50 to go the first distance and still have 
to walk a mile or more to my residence? 

457 County and Schools Schools Give the schools a level funding transfer. Kids are the future. Let's be responsible and pay 
now and save some money for the rainy day that will come. 

458 County and Schools Schools I know the state gave the schools a break on pension payments but that merely puts off the 
payments. Let's be more responsible with our present and future at a local level. Give the 
schools a level transfer so they have a reserve fund. And start building more if a reserve fund 
for the county. Raise taxes to $1.12. Better to pay a little more now than be faced with 
shortfalls and bigger taxes increases later. 
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  As of March 29, 2010    

459 County Transportation Eliminating FFX Sunday service is the most preposterous proposal that I've ever heard.  
What do you expect Sunday riders to do?  Why isn't there an alternative proposed?  Does it 
have to be all or nothing?  Certainly, this must be a mistake on the county's part to put this 
proposal in the budget.  If one understood the ridership base and user necessity, this would 
have never progressed this far.  Clearly those making the budget proposals are out of touch 
with the citizenry and its needs. 

460 County Transportation Please keep the 8:25 p.m. run of the 927 FFX route.  It is so important to have this option 
when commuting during the week.  Not everyone can make the earlier connections; 
especially when there are Metro delays and/or trying to connect to/from other service 
providers. 

461 County Transportation I am very concerned about the elimination of Connector routes in Reston:  specifically those 
routes serving North Reston and the proposed elimination of Sunday service on various 
routes.  Unless I am missing something it appears that service to West Falls Church from 
Reston will not be available on Sundays if these proposed changes are effected.  I am 
concerned that these reductions/ eliminations of service will set a poor precedent that will be 
hard to reverse in the future when bus service will become even more important and 
necessary in the Reston area. 

462 County Transportation In regards to the proposal to eliminate critical commuter bus routes 951 and 952...why not 1st 
propose a higher fare increase or a reduction in service to once an hour from twice. Total 
elimination of the routes will basically strand hundreds of commuters that down own cars. 
Band aids on budgets are never a long term solution 

463 County Libraries I use the services of a senior center in Fairfax county. There is a nominal charge for 
belonging. I also use the library facilities. I would certainly prefer to pay a nominal charge (I 
know that's unheard of) to use the library rather than have services cut or general taxes 
raised. 
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464 County Transportation Do not eliminate the Fairfax Connector 951 and 952 Reverse Commute bus routes.  These 
routes are essential to businesses in the Reston and Herndon areas, enabling us to attract 
employees from around the Metro region and bring them to Fairfax County.  We need these 
routes until the Metro extension is complete! 

465 County Transportation Re:  Proposed Discontinuance of Fairfax Connector Route 951     Please don't completely 
discontinue this route.  It plays a role in getting me to and from work.  Discontinuing the route 
means that I will have to transfer to yet another bus in order to get to my office in  Reston.  
From what I can see, this will add at least another half hour to what is already a commute of 
over an hour (Old Town Alexandria to Reston which starts with a bus to Braddock Road 
Metro Station, Metrorail to West Falls Church, 951 to Reston Parkway and Sunrise Valley 
Drive).  If this isn't enough to help you to reconsider, I think you should consider that that this 
change will result in even less revenues to Metro as the discontinuance of this bus line 
means that I will go buy a car...so while you may save some money by discontinuing the 951 
line, Metrobus/Metrorail will lose further revenues as more people are forced into cars rather 
than reliance on the transit system.    If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
me.  

466 County Transportation Fairfax County's proposed budget for FY 2011 includes significant schedule reductions in 
Reston-to-Metrorail neighborhood commuter bus service during peak periods and weekends.  
No alternative has been proposed.    This decision is counter-intuitive to the goal of reducing 
congestion and encouraging transit oriented development in the Dulles Corridor.  Present 
and future commuters will be forced to switch back to the cars that Metro is supposed to 
eliminate.    This bus service was planned to remain in place until Metrorail service to Wiehle 
Avenue was implemented.  The bus service had been partially funded by revenue generated 
by the Dulles Toll Road.  In November 2008, when the Dulles Toll Road was transferred to 
the Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority (MWAA); MWAA decided not to continue to 
fund the bus service.  Fairfax County must insist that the Airports Authority continue to fund 
the express buses until rail implementation, or find another source for the funding. 
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467 County Parks I'll keep this simple.  Please do not consider any further cuts to our Parks.  The 2010 General 
Fund contribution to parks is already lower than it was in 2002.  To cut this a further 2.6 
million, as has been proposed, will punish the one area of our government that has shown 
responsible cost control over the past decade.  Restore Parks funding to at least the 2010 
level, or better yet to the 2002 level. 

468 County Transportation Dear Fairfax County Board of Supervisors,    I implore you: PLEASE do not eliminate Route 
951/952 from the Fairfax Connector Bus Service.  I take this bus every day to and from the 
West Falls Church metro station to commute to my workplace, on Sunset Hills Road.    I am a 
new resident to the area, and I researched many factors before accepting my new job and 
choosing where I now live, in Arlington.  The existence of bus Route 951/952 was a strong 
deciding factor in both.  This bus allows me to get to work without directly dealing with the 
increasingly congested routes in the area and reduces pollution.  Without this service, the 
already-strained roads will become even more packed full of frustrated drivers; I would hate 
to have to join their ranks.  

469 County Transportation The suggestion I have is this: Instead of raising the fares and cutting routes on the Fairfax 
connector or raising taxes, why not get with the airport authority and have them put a 
surcharge of .75 - $1.50 on the passengers going out and coming in on the 
domestic/international flight. People in general wouldn’t mind a fare increase as well so long 
as the service isn't cut, the 551/552 route is a very heavily used route and to eliminate it 
would just create un-safe over crowding on the 553..........thank you 

470 County Parks I am very disappointed that the park authority will again face major  budget cutbacks. With all 
they provide to every citizen of the county, I can not understand how they have to take the 
brunt of the economic crisis. 

471 County Transportation I am protesting the service changes for the Northern Fairfax Connector. People will lose their 
jobs because they have no transportation. Some of us will not be able to use the bus to get to 
church. Most of these folks will not be in a position to get a car. They work hard and pay 
taxes as do the businesses they support.  Southern Fairfax Connector has Sunday Service. 
That makes me question the competence of the management of the Northern Fairfax 
Connector. 
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472 Schools Schools Bloated bureaucratic school system. Too many frivolous programs with overpaid 
administrators; expensive school board; too far removed from parents and taxpayers. 

473 County Transportation Being a person who takes the Fairfax Co. buses from/to Wiehle Park n Ride each week day, I 
very much object to the lines under consideration to be discontinued in June 2010.  This will 
cause the parking lots around Wiehle to fill much faster and/or increase traffic and pollution in 
the Reston area due to more people driving to the Wiehle lots or to work. 

474 County Transportation I am VERY worried (and so are my fellow 554 riders) about the combined snowball effect of 
1) the recent changes to RIBS4 that currently complement a rush-hour 554, 2) the proposed 
elimination of 554, and 3) no parking space AT ALL after 7:50 AM at East P&R that would 
cancel any benefits to the new 558 Route.   These changes mean that our North Reston 
community (Center Harbor/Wiehle/Reston Pkwy loop) would not be serviced at all now during 
rush hours. 

475 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

476 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

477 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

478 County Transportation Please keep the CONNECTOR lines as they are. 

  As of March 30, 2010     

479 County Real Estate 
Tax 

Real estate taxes should come down, not up. FFAX county budget is bloated and more cuts 
are needed to save jobs and maintain affordability.  Voters will make their voice know at the 
next election. 
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480 County Transportation The proposed Fairfax Connector cutbacks will drastically impact the many commuters who 
depend on these routes, overflow the soon-to-be-under-construction Wiehle Park and Ride 
and add congestion to a region whose traffic is second worst in the U.S.  For commuters like 
myself, the Connector allows me to live car-free not frustrated by gridlock.  More broadly, a 
public transit service like this positively addresses the challenges of congestion, pollution and 
fossil fuel dependency. The MWAA situation is unfortunate; however, money for this valuable 
service needs to be found somewhere.  I'm willing to pay fares even higher than the 
proposed $1.50 - it's an investment  worth making.  -Reston, a daily passenger on route 554 

481 County Transportation I am devastated by your proposition to eliminate Routes 951 and 952 of the Fairfax 
Connector Bus Service (Commuter Routes).     These commuter routes serve the businesses 
along Sunrise Valley and Sunset Hills Roads in Reston, home to dozens of corporate, 
professional, and non-profit office buildings employing thousands of people. I'm the one of 
many commuters who count on these routes as their only reliable means of transportation. 
I'm not able to drive a car and public transportation for me is the only way to get to work.    
Please keep Fairfax Connector Routes 951 and 952 open!   

482 County Parks I just received a letter from the Chairman of the County Park Authority - mailed at public 
expense - urging me to comment on the budget and parks budget with a long list of dire 
consequences.      I am sorry, I resent the use of public dollars to "lobby" for government 
expenditures.      Times are tough.  Fairfax County needs to live within available budget 
resources.  This letter demonstrates to me that county officials are not hearing this message. 

483 County Transportation For Fairfax Connector proposed cuts, please try to keep bus service to W Falls Church, or at 
least to Tysons Corner, on Sunday, even if reduced by 60%. Many residents of Reston-
Herndon have jobs and other businesses that depend on this service.  For RIBS on Sundays, 
please try to keep at least 2 RIBS running, even if reduced by 60% (every 2 hours?) - 
eliminate either RIBS 1 or RIBS 3, and have the remaining one run on a reduced schedule. 
Keep RIBS 4 or RIBS 5, again at a much reduced schedule. 

484 County Transportation Please keep the 401/402 Fairfax connector bus route. And as many other routes of the 
connector as possible.  the Post Metro section today (Mar 29) said these routes get people to 
Metro and other job sites.  Spend less on schools; its budget has always been too high.  
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485 County Transportation I am providing comments on the Proposed FY 2011 Fairfax Connector Budget. I am a 
frequent user of the mass transit system and of the Fairfax Connector bus service, 
specifically. In particular, I use bus route 951 to ride from the WMATA's West Falls Church 
station to the U.S. Geological Survey building in Reston, VA. Elimination of the 951 bus route 
will be a significant hardship to me and will eliminate the one bus that provides service from 
the Metro to my place of employment. I strongly urge you to consider maintaining the 951 bus 
route. Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

486 County Transportation I think it is very important that we maintain the buses 552, 554, and 557.  Those buses are 
highly trafficked and otherwise we will all be driving on 267 to get to West Falls Church.  A 
possibility would be to have more buses that leave from Wiehle Park and Ride and express 
to WFC but then you will need to increase the RIBs lines. 

487 County Transportation Charge $1/day to park at county park and ride lots in order to preserve Connector bus 
service. 

488 County and Schools Local Vehicle 
Registration 
Fee 

In response to your budget proposal/intention (because really, the Fairfax County 
government NEVER "proposes" anything; you've already made up your mind and are just 
going through the motions) to increase real estate taxes by .05%, I say I am angry and 
appalled at this an idea, and the proposed increase in vehicle license fees.  Revenue/fee 
enhancements of $121.4 million:  ; Real Estate Tax Rate increase of $0.05 = $93.4m; Vehicle 
Registration License Fee of $33 = $27.0m; Increase SACC Fees = $1.0m  Fairfax takes and 
takes and takes and gives nothing.  We're all supposed to be happy to live in Fairfax County 
and keep our mouths shut.  Ffx revenues will increase, as you know, with the massive 
increase in housing and development of Fort Belvoir.  Unemployment is extremely low in this 
area because of the OVERemployment of the US Govt.  There is no need to increase taxes 
on the poor suckers that live here (that would be me) because you pigs (that would be Ffx 
Cty Govt) THINK you need to meet outrageous budget numbers.  I have no kids so I 
shouldn't even be paying for schools.  Ffx Cty Govt is, once again, coming up with any, ANY, 
excuse to suck the lives out of the unfortunate  who live here.  SHAME SHAME SHAME. 
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489 Schools Transportation Consolidate FCPS bus stops. My neighborhood has four bus stops in a quarter mile stretch 
alone for the elementary pick-up! By consolidating bus stops, you'd save money and fuel, 
plus as fringe benefits, reduce some of the gridlock in the morning for commuters stuck 
behind a bus that stops for pick-ups every twenty feet and students would get a little more 
exercise if they had to walk a little further to their bus stop. 

490 County Transportation Fairfax Connector, Proposed elimination of 7 bus routes:  Such a drastic change in 
transportation will not help get drivers off the roads; it will increase the problem.  There is 
NOT adequate parking space available in the commuter lots now.  Where do you expect 
people to park?  What about people who do not drive or families who have only one car?  
How do you expect commuters to get from their homes to the commuter lot?  Please 
consider alternatives other than a drastic elimination of so many bus routes.  Better planning 
is critical.  Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

491 County Transportation We are the group of daily passengers for the 425 / 427 Fairfax Connector Buses (Tyson’s - 
West*Park Transit Station / West Falls Church Metro Line), counting on the evening services 
of the 425 / 427 Buses to commute between work and home.  We are also the tax payers for 
VA State for many, many years.  We suggest: Instead of eliminating all the evening service 
after 8:20 PM for 425 / 427 Buses for week days, 1) eliminating the evening service after 9:30 
PM for 425 / 427 Buses for week days; and / or 2) changing the schedule for 425 / 427 Buses 
evening service after 8:20 PM for one hour one bus, that is, 8:20 PM, 9:20 PM, 10:20 PM, 
and 11:20 PM.  We are OK to cut weekend services for the 425 / 427 Buses. 

492 County Transportation its important to save our buses in the Dulles corridor. there are certain ones that people use 
as commuter buses the 929 is a major commuter rout now I think there could be other option 
for saving 929 you can run them every hour or up the fare to 500 dollars or more for a trip I 
have talked to my fellow ship riders we are willing to pay the extras money for the fare to 
save that bus 929 even if it 5 dollars or more when getting on the bus its better then people 
losing there jobs or having to pay 25 dollars for a cab but we must save the 929 bus even if 
much higher fare 
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493 County SACC I'd like to thank the Board of Supervisors for their support of the School Aged Child Care 
(SACC) program in the past, and ask that the Board support the proposed SACC FY 2011 
budget.  In particular, please support the much-needed opening of a SACC program at Mount 
Eagle Elementary School, where recent planned renovations have made space available for 
a SACC program.     I'd also like to express my concern (as a SACC parent and as a SACC 
Parent Advisory Council school representative) about the proposed "Extended Day Pilot 
Program" that will be run from White Oaks Elementary school.  Although this is not an FY11 
budget issue for SACC, I am concerned that the pilot program may have been proposed as a 
first step in outsourcing the entire SACC program in future budget programs.  The other 
parents in the SACC program at my school are also concerned about this.  We vehemently 
oppose any changes to the main SACC program or the existing SACC sites.       Thanks 
again for your past support of SACC, and for all your hard work during this particularly difficult 
budget year.  - Sunrise Valley ES SACC 

494 County and Schools Revenue I support tax and fee increases to maintain our quality of life in Fairfax county, especially 
schools, social service and buses.  

495 County Transportation Hello as a passenger on the 552 route in Reston I think it is shortsighted of this agency to cut 
all the local routes on bus service.  I, and other passengers would rather see a reduction in 
the number of buses for example, less early morning and late evening but keep the peak 
times when ridership is at its height.  The problem with cutting these proposed routes and 
routing everyone to the park and ride is there are not enough parking to accommodate all the 
people that will be forced from the local neighborhood stops.  If parking will increase to 
accommodate the added influx of cars then this budget proposal would make sense.  In 
addition, an increase in bus fare with a small reduction in routes would imminently more fair 
than this wholesale discontinuance of services. 

496 County Transportation Please do not discontinue the bus service 952 from west falls church to Herndon. we use it 
regularly to commute to work.   
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497 County Information 
Technology 

I think it is very sad that the decision has been made to remove the County Classified Ads 
Application from the Infoweb.  As a county Employee, I see the application as a benefit to all 
county employees who choice to use it.  Yes, Craig's List and other auction web sites exist 
but the Classified Ads Application allows employees a limited amount of sellers/buyers that 
are also employees of the County.  I have been with the County for over 10 years and know 
of everything from children's clothes to cars that have been sold through the application.  I 
would hope that the decision be reconsidered.  The application will be missed.   - Sincerely a 
DISAPPOINTED Employee and Taxpayer 

498 County Transportation This comment is regarding the proposed FY11 budget for the Fairfax Connector.    As a daily 
commuter and customer of the Fairfax Connector, I am strongly against the proposed cuts in 
service.  I would gladly pay an increased rate in order to maintain service.  I have not seen 
any information on what the alternatives to cutting the service back might be, for example, in 
order to maintain service but make up for the difference in budget, what rate increase would 
be required?  If the proposed cuts in service are made, the Whiele park and ride will fill so 
early with customers who would otherwise get on the bus in their neighborhoods that it will 
become very difficult for many to continue using the service.  This will result in more traffic on 
the toll road.  Lines for the bus to West Falls Church during rush hour are already so long that 
often an entire bus will fill and there are still folks waiting in line who have to wait for the next 
one.  With a decrease in frequency of trips from Whiele to WFC, this can only get worse.  
Thank you for considering my comment. 

499 County Transportation With the proposed Fairfax County Connector service cuts, how do you expect people to go 
into and out of Washington, D.C. to work, to attend cultural activities, sporting events that end 
later in the evening, dinners, etc.?  Not everyone has alternate sources of affordable 
transportation and others are truly trying to live a green lifestyle.  Please consider these 
impacts.    To reduce evening bus service, cancel all Sunday service, and eliminate either 
total routes or runs really makes no sense at all to this passenger who uses the service 
seven days a week.    If those proposing the cuts actually used the service, they would see 
how very necessary the bus service is.  Please find $6.6 million in cuts elsewhere. 
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500 County Parks Please keep the parks maintained and with restroom support. 

501 County Transportation Please do not discontinue routes. 

502 County Transportation Please do not discontinue routes. 

503 County Transportation Please do not discontinue routes. 

504 County Transportation Please do not discontinue routes. 

505 County Transportation Please do not discontinue routes. 

 As of April 9, 2010     

506 County Transportation Regarding the proposed closure of bus routes 951 & 952:  I am alarmed and disappointed by 
your proposition to eliminate Routes 951 and 952 of the Fairfax Connector Bus Service 
(Commuter Routes). These commuter routes serve the business corridor along Sunrise 
Valley and Sunset Hills Roads in Reston. Reliable transportation is often a requirement for 
employment. Many commuters count on these routes as their only reliable means of 
transportation. Is the social cost of unemployment really worth the so-called "savings" 
appearing in the County budget computer models? In addition, mass transit is a proven 
solution to daily problems like pollution and gridlock. Keep Routes 951 & 952 open! 

507 County Transportation Proposed elimination of Fairfax Connector Route 929.    As one who uses this line I am left 
with few alternatives.  No alternative bus service is available to our neighborhood (Spring 
Lake Estates West) on Centreville Road.  It will become necessary to drive to the Herndon 
Monroe Park & Ride and park in a facility that is already over capacity.  We purchased our 
house a few years ago in part because of easy access to public transportation.  As we 
attempt to lessen our carbon footprint, forcing us back into our cars is a move in the wrong 
direction.  If revenue is the issue, consider raising the fares to offset lost revenue.  Higher 
bus fares are much less expensive than driving a car. 
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508 County Transportation Hundreds of people use Dulles Corridor buses to travel to and from work.  I am one of those 
people.  According to data, over 250 people use my bus lines (951 & 952) each day and 
many of us do not have a replacement form of transport.  These bus line eliminations will 
lead to a loss of work, increased traffic congestion, and increased air pollution in Fairfax 
County.  Please do not eliminate these bus lines.  I'm certain that bus commuters like me are 
willing to consider fare options and other solutions (like reduced service, only once per hour) 
as opposed to no service.  I will not be able to get to work without the bus.  You are 
essentially firing me from my job. 

509 County Transportation Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan - I take the 952 in the morning at 
0555a (Monday - Thursday) and the 505 in the afternoon at 1441p (Sunday - Thursday). If 
you remove the 952 bus - I will never make to work on Sunset Hills by 0615a. If you remove 
the Sunday service - I will lose my job. I work for UNISYS at 11493 Sunset Hills Rd. Many 
employees of UNISYS, AOL, and BAE Systems live in DC but chose to work in Virginia. All 
of the IT companies in Reston and Herndon are open 7days a week - 24/7. If you discontinue 
bus service on Saturday & Sunday, that messes up our lively hood. Companies will lose 
business and they will be forced to close shop. It will hurt Fairfax County Bus Service in the 
long run.  You need to find a better way to save money. 

510 County Transportation Save the Sunday service on the Fairfax County Connector - no ifs, ands, or buts about it! 
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511 County Expenditures Listed below are some of the suggestions for balancing the FY2011 budget:    1.  No 
overtime or comp time unless essential line of duties (police, fire & rescue, etc.)  This is 
especially true with general fund agencies where they are shifting people to other agencies 
because there're no work/customers.  There are agencies where they abuse comp time or 
telework options.  Without prior approval or proper documentation of progress of work/major 
project, one cannot charge comp time or work from home.  Suggest audit of timesheet to 
pinpoint misuse/reduce costs here.    2.  No training or travel unless it is required for 
certification or for requirement of a current job.    3.  Ordering office supplies based on needs 
not based on wants/nice to have.  4.  Everyone on the payroll to take one or two days off w/o 
pay in order to balance the budget since personnel cost is the bulk of our cost. (I heard about 
this with other county where they balance their budget in this way without reduction in force.)   
5.  No more DROP program; It is wonderful program if it works.  But the reality is that many 
people do not actually transfer the knowledge and it is a loop hole where people abuse the 
program.  6.  Think zero cost budgeting in cases with overtime/comp time, travel, training, 
office supplies, and miscellaneous operating expenses.  7.  Hold off/Defer any major projects 
if it's not underway 

512 County Office of Public 
Private 
Partnerships 

Why does the Office of Public Private Partnerships still exist (honestly)? Its purpose is 
confusing and often wildly inconsistent (computers, trees, healthcare, economic 
development). It's interesting that in a budget question and answer online about the 
proposed new Neighborhood and Community department, there's this description, which 
sounds very much like OP3:    "Finally, in partnership with various public-private community 
organizations,  neighborhoods, businesses and other County agencies, the agency uses 
prevention and  community building approaches to provide direct services for residents and 
communities  throughout the County."    Seems very much like OP3, so why isn't OP3 
merged into this new department, too? We, the public, know the answer: bureaucracy, 
department director turf, it would take too long, change is hard. It's 2010, time to 
eliminate/consolidate redundant functions. The county executive already failed with the 
communications consolidation because of those very weak reasons cited above. Perhaps he 
can try again with this effort by 2016. 
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513 County Transportation The new bus line that you are proposing--the creation of a new bus line (580) to make up for 
a few of the eliminations in Western Fairfax is a good idea, but it won't help me.  the buses 
are my major mode of transportation to and from work. It will significantly impact my life in a 
negative way.  It will affect a lot of other people too.  Many riders on the buses have no other 
viable way to get to work.  No bus = no job.  I'm sure you are hearing from many other 
voicing the same concerns. Please rethink eliminating lines 951 and 952. They are both 
greatly needed in the community. Thank you. 

514 County Transportation Fairfax County is proposing the elimination of seven Fairfax Connector bus lines from the 
Dulles Corridor in the proposed FY11 Budget.  Two of them, lines 951 & 952, carry several of 
my employer's employees from the office in Reston to West Falls Church Metro every day. 
The proposal to create a new bus line (580) to make up for a few of the eliminations won't 
help these people. The loss of their major mode of transportation will significantly impact their 
life in a negative way.  It will affect a lot of other people too.  Many riders on the buses have 
no other viable way to get to work.  No bus = no job.  Impact of this action also means the 
addition of hundreds of drivers to local roads and increased air pollution in our community. 
The impact on the ability of Reston employers to attract a wider pool of talented people will 
also be negatively impacted. 

515 County Transportation Eliminating bus lines 951 & 952  will significantly impact my life in a negative way. These 
lines carry my body from Reston to West Falls Church Metro every day and  It will affect a lot 
of other people too.  Many riders on the buses have no other viable way to get to work.  No 
bus = no job.  Please reconsider eliminating the Fairfax Connector bus. 

516 County Transportation Re: elimination of Fairfax Connector bus routes 951 & 952.  Please do not do this.  It is the 
only way to get from the West Falls Church Metro to where I work, on Sunrise Valley Drive.  
The other proposed bus routes do not cover this route.  Until the Metro to Dulles is actually 
built, this would mean there are no commuting options except autos.  Save the bus! 

517 County Transportation The loss of a major mode of transportation will significantly impact many lives negatively.  
Many riders on the buses have no other viable way to get to work.  No bus = no job.      Also, 
adding to the already booming traffic and air pollution will eventually work against us. 
Elimination of important public services such as public transportation is not an option. 
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518 County Libraries The Fairfax County Public Library proposed cut of 15% is too severe.  Where else can 
families with limited resources take their children to learn to read? Where else can new 
English learners get books to read to learn English when they are working two or three jobs 
and don't have time for English lessons?  Where else can people who don't have the 
resources to purchase computers go to job hunt, research and type resumes or papers?    
Most taxpayers cannot afford  to buy books these days.  If someone wishes to be able to 
read a book, they can use the library free of charge to check items out.  If the library is cut 
MORE, staff will be strained to the breaking point and unable to assist customers who are 
taxpayers.  The library is a tiny agency on the receiving end of huge cuts that are 
disproportionate.  The schools need to be cut by 4-5%.  Yes, our schools are good, but in all 
fairness across all agencies, teachers are paid much more than library staff.  Our schools 
receive more than 50% of the county budget.  Parents can pay for sports on a sliding fee 
scale.  AP tests can be paid for on a sliding fee scale based on income.  Harsh times call for 
harsh cuts.  Don't focus just on libraries and parks. Make the cuts felt everywhere.  Yes, 
parents will complain, but we lived without some programs years ago, people can learn to 
deal.  Also, cut Sunday hours at libraries.  Taxpayers can be trained to deal with that too.  
Sunday hours at branches did not exist a while ago, and people can learn to deal with it. 

519 County Transportation Please keep the 8:25 p.m. run of Route 927.  It is an important safety net for those of us that 
have to work late or try to do errands on the other side of Herndon during weekday evenings.  
With no service to this area on Saturday or Sundays, having this last run is very important; 
especially because connecting buses do not always arrive on time at the Herndon-Monroe 
Park and Ride.  Often the 927 is pulling out as the 950 or 980 is pulling in.  The driver can no 
longer pull over for passengers waving to the driver at Herndon-Monroe and now have to find 
alternate ways home. 
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520 County Housing 
Blueprint 

To Whom It May Concern,    Hello, I am writing to comment on the FY 2011 Budget.  I 
suggest that you to work with the County Executive to find the funds needed to implement all 
of the programs and projects in the Housing Blueprint  for FY 2011 and include the $10 
million needed to fully fund the Blueprint in the FY 2011 Fairfax County budget.      A $1.10 
tax rate would maintain the average real estate tax bill at the 2010 level but provide an 
additional $18.6 million in revenue - enough to fully fund the Housing Blueprint and restore 
some of the reductions in human services  in the Advertised Budget.    With these facts, I 
encourage you to favor of funding the Housing Blueprint and revenue increases for the 
project.    Thank you for your consideration,  

521 County Housing 
Blueprint 

I'm writing in support of the "Housing Blueprint", with the Ten Year Plan to Prevent and End 
Homelessness, and making sure the burden of a tight budget does not fall on the most 
vulnerable in our community.  I have volunteered for FACETS during their Hypothermia 
Program in the winter/spring. 

522 County Fire and 
Rescue 

I support cutting Employee XXXX but not Employee XXXXX from the Fire Department.  That 
will save a lot of money. 

523 County Compensation Can the press and public go to the government center early afternoon and see all the people 
leaving on a Friday.  I support hourly wages based on current salary with a time clock.   That 
will save the county millions as then people will work the full 40 hours and we can cut 
positions because more work will be done.   Or you will pay less because less work is being 
done.  Do not ignore this comment, there is strong merit to it. 

524 County Fire and 
Rescue 

Can you please make CERT program part of each station like Fairfax City does.  That will 
eliminate the volunteer liaison positions but keep the program.  It will also help with liability of 
CERT program as current program people are trained to help when there is a major disaster 
a major major one.  The last thing we need is a bunch of CERTs on the loose, just ask any 
paid firefighter. 

525 Schools Language 
Immersion 

Teach language emersion online. 



 120

Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Through April 20, 2010 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

526 County Cable 
Communications 

Cut channel 16 staff and programming 

527 County Volunteer 
Fairfax 

Cut all funding to Volunteer Fairfax.  They focus on corporations not volunteers.  Out of 
touch! 

528 County Capital 
Facilities 

Charge more in the government center cafeterias. 

529 County Employee 
Benefits 

Have healthy snacks online in  vending machines in all county buildings.  Healthier eating will 
decrease health costs for county. 

530 County Capital 
Construction 

Put money away to cover asbestos removal and stop risking the lives of the county 
employees and residents.  The fire headquarters [Massey Building] should be closed. 

531 County Capital 
Facilities 

Donate land to the fire department for training at Lorton was a big mistake.  Thing of all the 
money the county could have gotten for it.  You would have gotten nothing?  Why?  
Asbestos?  So think of all the costs that the county will pay for health care later, while risking 
our finest. 

532 County and Schools Capital 
Facilities 

Charge more to rent out schools and county facilities to religious organizations. 

533 Schools Schools Make the teachers do lunch duty at all grades, and cut the lunch aid positions. 

534 County and Schools Compensation Put immediate stop to overtime on non-essential personnel. 

535 County Parks Charge more for field usage.  And cut the senior softball program. 
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536 County Real Estate 
Tax 

Increase taxes by $200 per household, with the money to be used for a credit towards park 
classes, rec center fees, field usage fees, events, etc.  For a good portion it is money they 
already give to the county.  And others will use the facility, but just like rebates on batteries or 
that household item, many people never turn in the rebates, so there is extra revenue.  
People would support this, because they think they are getting something for their money. 

537 County Transportation Please do not discontinue the Fairfax connector bus service 952 from west falls church to 
Herndon 

538 County Transportation please do not cut bus services in the Dulles Corridor. There are so many people who count 
on these services to get to work everyday. 

539 County Transportation The Buses serving the Reston neighborhoods are critical to efficient transportation.  The 
roads are too crowed and so are the park-n-ride lots.  There is no suitable alternative to the 
neighborhood buses (553, 557, 552, & 554). 

540 County Transportation Hello,  I take Fairfax Connector bus 952 into work and home from work every Monday 
through Friday.  There are a lot of people on the bus trying to petition to keep this bus route.  
I am expressing my request to please keep this route active and if necessary to shorten it's 
times to maybe two hours in the morning and two hours in the evening.  Maybe 7:50AM-
10:20 AM and for evening somewhere between 4-6:30.    Thank you for your time. 

541 County Transportation Dear Senator Howell and Delegate Plum,    You know me well.  I currently have the flu.  So, I 
am unable to make this meeting.  However, please allow me to share with you my views on 
this important subject of the Reston Connector 500 Series Buses.  I actually use these buses 
and they are overflowing to capacity now.  Drivers must drive away and leave people 
standing, while insides are packed like a sardine can.    Okay, so the parking lot is also going 
to be worked on.  This is going to be a disaster.  The Dulles Toll road is already log jammed 
and even affecting the buses.      I must tell you that this is one area, I would not defund or 
cut back.  The consequences are going to be a basic melt-down of commuter transportation 
because by picking people up near their homes and keep at least that many out of cars you 
have enough problems.  If you drop/cut back those routes of service and open up 
construction on the lots...this will force people back into cars and make it a living nightmare.    
The solution.  Continue to fund the buses and allow the parking lot construction.  
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542   People will then be incentivized to get on earlier and this will keep more cars off the road.      
Yes, you have to pay for it.  It may be necessary to raise the fares slightly and strike a 
balance, while keeping the routes.  The worst scenario would be to drop the routes (more 
cars on the road) and work on the lot (even more cars on the road and less parking).    
Respectfully,  

543 County Transportation With regards to the elimination of Route 951 - this bus is a great way for me to get to work at 
USGS from Falls Church instead of traveling by car - by eliminating the route will mean that 
the car is my only option.  Could the county look at deleting one or two of the times of service 
instead of deleting the entire bus line?  Thanks for giving me the opportunity to comment. 

544 County Transportation I strongly object to the proposed elimination and "consolidation" of bus routes proposed here:  
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/connector/fy11.htm.    During the recent earthquakes in Haiti 
and in Chile, it was noted that the earthquake was ten times stronger in Chile, but resulted in 
far fewer deaths.  One commentator in The Washington Post said that a major reason for the 
disparity in deaths was that Chile, unlike Haiti, has invested in infrastructure and public 
services.    Bus routes are an integral part of Fairfax County's infrastructure and public 
services.  We are the second-richest county in the United States; if we cannot afford bus 
service, no one can.  Don't let Haiti's government services become the model for Fairfax 
County! 

545 County Transportation Fairfax County Bus lines - especially 553, keeps cars off the road, is better for the 
environment; lessens congestion and promotes public access in a congested corridor.  
Service should not be cut. 

546 County Transportation Please keep 927 Bus (8.25 PM) service.  Increase the fare, but don't cut the service.   There 
are several people who depend on 927 Bus.... 

547 County Parks Reduction 29 in the 2011 advertised budget would close restrooms and limit field mowing at 
parks where 360 of us senior softball members play 4 hours every Tu. & Thurs. mornings.  
Serious health and safety issue!  Where will we pee, esp. our female players?  And we WILL 
pee; we are seniors!   Running in cleats on long grass will surely cause more falls and at 
least a few 911 calls.  A dangerous reduction, I fear. 
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548 County Transportation In regards to the proposed reduction and elimination of Fairfax Connector bus routes in 
Reston:    As a daily commuter from Reston to DC, I ride these buses every morning and 
evening.  The buses are filled to capacity (people standing in the aisles, pressed up to the 
driver's yellow line) every day between the peak travel times of 7 am and 8:30am and then 
again between 5pm and 6:30pm.  At least a good third of these riders have gotten on the bus 
before it enters the Wiehle Avenue commuter lot from within the neighborhoods.  We ride the 
bus from our neighborhood because either a) our car is used by other household members 
or more likely b) there is no parking at the commuter lot after 7:20am.  And this proposal 
does not add parking spaces.    If these buses are eliminated, more cars will be on the road 
to DC - there is not enough commuter parking in Reston for all of us.  Car pooling might take 
care of a few, but car pooling does not work for all commuters given work schedules and 
child care.  The only viable alternative for some may be walking or biking from our  

549 County Transportation homes to the commuter lot to pickup the bus.  Great idea, its a healthy alternative for those 
of us who can do the walk or who live within a mile or so of the lot, but it won't help the 
elderly or disabled, or riders living further away. However, while I am able to walk, I am not 
comfortable with this alternative as Reston does not have street lights to provide sufficient 
personal safety for the dark walk home in winter.    Instead of eliminating the routes that 
travel through the neighborhoods, I suggest you consider as alternative measures:      
Increase the fares for the peak travel times,    Reduce the number of runs to once an hour for 
the times prior to 7am and after 6:30pm on the neighborhood routes - keep the buses every 
half hour during the heavy travel times,    Or reduce the frequency of the runs on every route, 
but keep the routes.    Reconsider the service cut AFTER the Metro comes to Reston and 
AFTER parking is available.    Thank you. 

550 County Transportation With so many proposed Route eliminations, what will become of Reston South Park and 
Ride?  Doesn't seem that bus service will be available at this location unless I'm 
misunderstanding the changes.  Can the county be really serious about eliminating service at 
this location?  When the Herndon Monroe Park & Ride garage was undergoing repairs, this 
lot was recommended as an alternative parking location.  What will happen in the future if 
this occurs again?  Clearly, there's a lack of vision in planning transportation needs and 
understanding the local riders requirements. 
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551 County Real Estate 
Tax 

I have great difficulty in understanding how the county can ask us to pay more in real estate 
tax when all I see is the county constructing new facilities? When does the county cut back 
as all of us as homeowners has had to do?    The management of Fairfax County is 
completely out of touch with their residents to the point where many of us are fed up. It is 
time that county management felt the same pain we do as residents. 

552 County Transportation I was disturbed to hear that some bus routes would be completely  eliminated based on the 
proposed budget! Every Friday I rely on bus 952  to get me to work, and so do at least 30 
other people that I have seen riding at the time I ride.  I understand that these are tough 
financial times, but  providing transportation services for people to get to work should be  
seen as a fundamental and required service in a civilized nation.  I  assume that the people 
in charge of the budget do not use the bus  system or they would not have decided to make 
these cuts. Nonetheless, their job is to make sure that EVERYONE has access to  
fundamentals like transportation. Do not take money away from public transportation, 
especially at a time when we are trying to reduce our nation's oil and energy consumption 
and improve the health of our cities. 

553 County and Schools Compensation Pay for performance for all employees.   Cut salaries 20%, and let them earn the 20% back.  
Either service will improve, or the county will make an easy 20%.  Money in everyone's 
pocket.  Except for the employees who need to step up and not complain as much. 

554 County Volunteer 
Fairfax 

Stop wasting money on new websites.  It looks like Volunteer Fairfax website cost a ton of 
taxpayer dollars and I do not even see where to volunteer. Cut Volunteer Fairfax budget and 
roll up activities into Parks and Recreation budget or some other department.  That will save 
on all those salaries. 

555 County Fire and 
Rescue 

If one firefighter on the line is cut before the fire liaisons, then those voting on the decisions 
should all be fired.  Plain and simple. 
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556 County Transportation Hello,    I am writing to express my displeasure with the proposed cut of the Fairfax 
Connector Bus 951 route with the FY2011 Budget.  I work at the US Geological Survey, and 
the bus is a very convenient commute from the West Falls Church Metro stop.  Several of my 
coworkers at the USGS also take the 951 route to work and will be adversely affected by the 
proposed cut.      Mass transit like the 951 route serves many purposes in our communities.  
First, buses reduce the number of cars on the road which, saves time, money, and reduces 
pollution.  Second, buses provide the essential transportation for persons in lower income 
levels to go to work, school, grocery stores, etc.  Finally, buses provide jobs to the drivers 
and maintenance crews so they can provide for their families.    I encourage you to please 
reconsider the proposed budget and opt to continue funding the critical 951 route that helps 
serve places of employment like the US Geological Survey.  Thank you kindly for your 
consideration. 

557 County Transportation North Reston residents depend on the Fairfax Connector for necessary transportation.  
Without it we would contribute to traffic congestion and gridlock.  In addition to the "normal" 
traffic issues, our area will soon be overwhelmed with major road construction and the 
Metrorail expansion; this will increase the need for reliable and regular bus service. 

558 County Transportation It is extremely important that Fairfax County make public transportation a priority. It sends a 
message to the residents of the county and residents of other areas that Fairfax is committed 
to reducing emissions and dependence on cars. It also makes the county accessible to those 
of us who live outside of Fairfax. I work in Fairfax and live in DC, and I have no other means 
of transportation except for public. My regular bus route, the 951, is in jeopardy. For many of 
us who use this route, who either cannot afford to drive or physically cannot, the proposed 
cancellation of this route leaves us with no other options for getting to work. I have been 
extremely impressed with the availability of public transportation in DC and Northern VA. I 
hope that Fairfax county does not take a step backwards by canceling bus routes that allow 
people who have no driving options to contribute to Fairfax County. 

559 County Emergency 
Management 

I propose that OEM gets rolled into the fire department. 

560 County Emergency 
Management 

I propose that OEM gets outsourced to ICF International. 



 126

Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Through April 20, 2010 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

561 County Other I propose that BOS gets outsourced to SAIC. 

562 County Other I propose that Connelly come back after next election. 

563 County Other I propose that county executive get pay cut. 

564 County Other I propose that county executive get BIG pay cut. 

565 County Other When will Fairfax County stop putting its citizens through the useless kabuki theater of 
budget hearings? I read on a citizens advocacy discussion board that Supervisor Smyth said 
that the supervisors had already made decisions about budget cuts. This is BEFORE the 
hearings this week. How does that count as listening? 

566 County Transportation Regarding the 951/952 bus route: There are industrial/office areas along the 952 bus route 
that are not within a reasonable walking distance of Wiehle, and there are people using that 
route who do not have the option of driving. To discontinue the route completely would be a 
tremendous public disservice. I understand the need to conserve resources, and I can 
support  increased fares and modified service, but not eliminating the route. 
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567 County Transportation I am commenting on reductions in neighborhood bus service in Reston (e.g., 553, 551, etc.).    
I understand the budgetary issues, but we all face decisions, personally and in business, 
about how to allocate resources.    This step is yet another indication of the inability of local 
government in Fairfax and surrounding areas to plan for a sustainable transportation future 
for the area.    Eliminating routes that serve neighborhoods like South Reston has a 
disparate impact on the poor and disabled, who may not have a car to get to Wiehle Park 
and Ride or who cannot drive. For the rest of us, it will result in sitting in local traffic jams as 
more cars are on the inadequate local roads in Reston in the morning and evening rush 
hours, and cause us to have to get to Wiehle earlier and earlier to find parking space.  From 
what little I can gather about the new 580 route, it will run from Wiehle down the toll road 
every 15 minutes. Is this more cost effective than keeping a few morning and evening rush 
hour buses? It might be; I just hope someone asked the question.    I have to add, even 
though it's not directly related to the bus service issue, even the Metro plan is ridiculous. Why 
put the first Metro in Reston at Wiehle with a huge parking garage when the surrounding 
roads are inadequate? And, at a recent local meeting, Restonians were asked about what 
kind of "destination" stores, etc. we would want. Wrong question. The question is WOULD 
we want the Metro to become a destination. My answer is no. This is a neighborhood where 
people live, not an opportunity for yet another Cheesecake Factory.  We already have 
Reston Town  Center so if the main purpose to having Metro out here is new opportunity to 
sell us stuff, why not open the first Metro there where there are already stores, restaurants, 
etc. and huge parking garages.  If commuting were the REAL reason to build Metro stops in 
Reston, a better and cheaper option would have been rapid bus service or light rail for 
commuters.    I just can't help but be amazed at the continuing ineptitude of our County 
representatives. 

568 County Other Create a system like the snow survey that employees can have year round to allow for ideas 
to cut the budget and costs.  This will be a free system and people can get an award for best 
idea each quarter or month.  This would pay for itself.  But those that spend too much time 
on it can get fired because they have too much time on their hands.  So you need to manage 
it properly. 

569 County Interlocal 
Agreements 

Stop allowing the city of Fairfax, Vienna, Herndon, etc. mooch off of Fairfax County.  They 
get all these free services from us, but are not quick to provide their services to other 
residents. 
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570 County Other Get rid of majors in City of Fairfax.  Make Fairfax City schools part of Fairfax County and do 
away with their board and extra positions.  That will save a fortune. 

571 County Document 
Services 

Remove the paper from the copy rooms and require each department to purchase with their 
budget.  Go Green Fairfax.  Connelly would have. 

572 County Volunteer 
Fairfax 

Cut Volunteer Fairfax. 

573 County Volunteer 
Fairfax 

Explain why so much county money per department goes to Volunteer Fairfax.  You say not 
so.  Look.  http://www.volunteerfairfax.org/non-profits/member-directory.php    They are all 
paying $50-$100 a pop, because that is what it costs to get a link to their website.  70+ times 
100 each is nuts Fairfax 

574 County Transportation Dear Sir/Madame,  I am a current customer of the Fairfax Connecter Service . I currently use 
the 929 bus to commute to work and return hope everyday. Since  this is the only bus that 
runs to my place of work. It will extremely difficult in case this bus route is 
eliminated(Therefore, I support your decision to oppose the elimination of this bus route) I 
hope this drastic decision will not be made. I also do not  want Sunday bus routes eliminated.

575 County Transportation Please do not cut the bus service on the 553!  If we do not have that service, we will be 
forced to drive to Vienna each day, and parking is already at capacity there. 

576 County Transportation Transportation: I depend on the 552 to get to and from work, as do many others. Thousands 
of us need these routes for our livelihood and for our ways of life. Please raise fares (and/or 
charge for parking at Park and Rides) before eliminating any bus routes. They are essential 
to our lives. The loss of these bus routes would trigger a significant deterioration of the 
Reston lifestyle. Please do not take this giant, misguided leap backwards. 

577 County Transportation I am a property owner in Reston and I strongly disapprove of the pending cuts of the North 
Fairfax County bus routes 552, 553, 554 and 557.  The Reston East Park and Ride Lot is 
already very crowded, and if more people are forced to drive because the bus routes serving 
that whole area have been eliminated, it will make that problem even worse. 
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578 County Transportation The Reston corridor Connector Busses MUST be maintained until the Metro opens! 
Otherwise people like me will be forced to drive to DC since parking is already full and will be 
even more limited by Metro garage construction at Wiehle Ave. My hours are irregular so 
carpooling is not practical.    The plan announced for June will also create a huge problem for 
many who do not have the option of driving; if they can't afford a car they'll have to quit their 
jobs. I know of many commuters who are able to keep the family down to one car because of 
the bus service to their neighborhood. They will each be forced to add a car to the roads if 
they can afford it.     Once Metro opens we can save by only having neighborhood routes to 
Metro. 

579 County Transportation Bus lines 951 & 952 should not be eliminated. By doing so you are making the  addition of 
hundreds of drivers to local roads, increased air pollution in our community, and making it 
harder for people who do not own their own transportation to get to work. 
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580 County Transportation 1)  Bus  *605*  it needed for people who work/live between Reston/Herndon and Fair Oaks 
and Fairfax City.  2) Bus could be limited to running during morning hours and evenings 
hours since there are ** Elderly ** facilities and people who work in the area.    3) Bus * 950 * 
should run every half hour since there are many times DURING RUSH HOURS that one is 
fallowing the other.     4) Ribs 5 could just be eliminated since there are many buses that run 
near the same route or a just the others ribs to compensate for ribs 5.    Well the County 
does not want to have A LOT OF PEOPLE homeless because people can get to work.     
Having elderly or teenagers getting hurt walking in the dark because the bus is not running.  I 
don’t want my teenager not being able to participate in extra school activities because she 
cant work part-time, the county all ready charges for parking at the schools and fees to be in 
activities in school.    I have to depend on public transportation since is to expensive for me 
to pay for a car, insurance, rent, food, clothing, medical fees, and the COUNTY ALREADY 
MAKES IT HARD TO GET ANY COUNTY ASSITANCE SUCH AS  ** FOOD STAMPS ** 
AND SHELTER.   The county all it does is take and take and never gives anything and I as 
well all the county residence pay taxes.  We already lost our apartment because the rent is 
high and even THOUGHT I SHOWED PROOF OF INCOME THE COUNTY TOOK AWAY 
MY  GIRLS FOOD STAMPS, AND MEDIC AID.   AND NOW YOU ARE MAKING SOME OF 
US TO LOOSE OUR INCOME BECAUSE you don’t want to provide bus service.  We are all 
not as lucky as you the county government to have income out of everything you tax us for. 
The reason you eat, drive, and have a roof over your head is because of the residence and 
business.     thank you 

581 County Transportation I am greatly concerned by the proposed cutbacks to the Fairfax Connector bus lines.  The 
Fairfax connector bus service is noted for two things:  1) Heavy use of buses from park and 
rides to metro stations.  This is an excellent use of our tax dollars.  It is providing a real 
service and reducing congestion on our roads; 2) Nearly empty buses on other lines, 
providing little service at high cost and increasing congestion on our roads.  So why are the 
lines with the heaviest use the ones to be eliminated?  This decision should be a no brainer.  
Need to reduce lines because of revenue shortfalls?  ELIMINATE LINES WITH LOW 
USEAGE AND INCREASE FEES! 
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582 County Transportation DO NOT reduce bus service in the Dulles Corridor.  The elimination of seven routes from the 
north county would be devastating to commuters.  The addition of a single route (580) from 
the Reston East lot to WFC would in no way compensate for the decrease in service.  Not to 
mention those riders who may not have transportation to get to the lot to catch the new 
Route 580.  This entire scenario is ill-advised.  Raise rates, but do not cut service. 

583 County Housing 
Blueprint 

I am writing to support the County Executive in supporting Housing Blueprint  for FY 2011 
and include the $10 million needed to fully fund the Blueprint in the FY 2011 Fairfax County 
budget.   As a support of CFUH, I endorse a real estate tax rate of $1.10 per $100 assessed 
value rather than the $1.09 tax rate proposed in the Advertised Budget.  A $1.10 tax rate 
would maintain the average real estate tax bill at the 2010 level but provide an additional 
$18.6 million in revenue - enough to fully fund the Housing Blueprint and restore some of the 
reductions in human services  in the Advertised Budget.  I support reinstating the local 
vehicle registration fee ($33 per vehicle) and adding other fees when the beneficiary of a 
service can be clearly identified and can afford to pay. 

584 County Vehicles Eliminate all unmarked take-home vehicles from public safety agencies. 

585 County Transportation The decision to shut down the bus routes to Reston will result in more traffic congestion, 
overwhelm the already oversubscribed park and ride facility at Weihle Ave, and disrupt the 
ability of people to commute to and from their workplaces. What a terrible, regressive idea. 
Please find a way to fund this service. It will impact all of us. 

586 County Transportation Fairfax Connector 554, etc.   I have been riding the bus to get to work for over 12 years. You 
are now asking me to not only drive - which means That I will need to buy a car, but to drive 
and park at a lot that I notice as being overcrowded with cars ticketed every day. 
Furthermore, the lot is scheduled to be made into a parking garage as the new subway line is 
extended to Dulles which means that during that time, the East park and Ride lot will not be 
open to anyone. Where are commuters suppose to park if you take the commuter buses 
away.  Reston resident pay some of the highest taxes in the county but our essential 
services are being cut.  I highly recommended that you, if necessary , increase the fares but 
keep the commuter buses, especially the 554 the only bus serving North Reston since the 
556 was cancelled a year ago. Restore the monies necessary to retain the commuter bus 
service in Reston. 
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587 County Transportation 951/952 Bus line. My coworker just told me these lines are being SHUT DOWN.     THIS IS 
SHOCKING , how will we reach work overtime who take these busses for work. They cant 
eliminate this route! This is not a route used for shopping or site seeing but to actually go 
work every single day. 

588 County Transportation Due to health problems , any other route is not OK .  For 24 Years ( 951 ) Fairfax Connector 
has serve  me well.    USGS 

589 County Transportation Let's keep Sunday Fairfax County Connector service as a priority; otherwise, untold numbers 
of local County residents and local businesses will feel the impact when customers can't 
shop and employees can't get to work. 

590 County Transportation It seems as if the Fairfax County Connector is reducing service to such a point in the north 
part of the county that those business customers that commute from Herndon or Reston to a 
metro station will be best served as long as they drive to a park and ride location; all other 
residents are primarily on their own (more so than every before).  Is this the type of bus 
service that will help reduce traffic congestion and greenhouse gases?  I don't think so.  
Please, no cuts to a valuable service. 

591 County Transportation Re the Proposed FY 2011 Fairfax Connector Budget:  This is to protest the proposed 
elimination of the 952 bus route.  An alternative route for many customers, 505, already runs 
full buses during morning and many afternoon/evening commutes; it would be dangerous for 
riders to have to stand in the bus when traveling along the Dulles Toll Road in particular.  If 
the county wants to ensure more riders take the 952, the times should be staggered to 
complement, not compete with the 505. 

592 County Transportation I urge you to SAVE OUR BUSES ... the planned, complete elimination of several Fairfax 
Connector bus routes places an unfair burden on those who need the service the most! 
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593 County Transportation If MWAA determined that the grant to the county would not be continued and now the county 
is $6.6 million short for the Fairfax County Connector, what communication did the county 
initiate with MWAA.  Clearly this money is still needed.  I don't understand how MWAA can 
walk away from providing the grant money.  Where is the political will to provide adequate 
public transportation in the Dulles Corridor? 

594 County Transportation Please don't eliminate the 552 Fairfax Connector route in Reston. The proposed service 
reductions and eliminations unfairly affect the Reston community. The buses from Whiele are 
packed at rush hour. I'd rather pay higher fees to keep service to Reston.  

595 County Transportation Reston's Connector bus routes are vital to our community's health and welfare.  Our 
residents currently provide a major proportion of the toll revenues as well as a large part of 
the County's tax revenues.  We certainly do not want 1500 more  cars dumped onto the 
Dulles Toll Road at rush hours.  Please be aware, also, that there is a significant reverse 
commute population  from other areas of Fairfax County to Reston.  These people could 
possibly lose their livelihoods without their buses. 

596 County Training I wrote before but want to make sure it is clear.  Do not pay for CERT instructors.  Make use 
of volunteers.  Fire fighters are best left to putting out fires.  The CERT class is free online.  
And volunteers can teach some basic first aid or through Red Cross Association.  Keep the 
paid fire fighters but instead get rid of CERT Liaisons instructors. 

597 County and Schools Other Get rid of the FLAGS program. 

598 County and Schools Libraries Close the school libraries and keep the public libraries open. 

599 County and Schools Parks Charge more to pay for softball for the senior league.  They have the money and can give 
back.  If they do not want to pay, make them volunteer 100 hours at a school and then you 
can get rid of a few teachers.  Or at library and replace librarian.  Or at rec center and save 
on managers. 
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600 County Transportation Many people have problems with the bus routes getting cut.  Do they not realize, with so 
many of them (supposedly), they can car pool?  Please make sure WHEN you cut those 
routes, that car pool options are made available to them well in advance.  Cut the routes, but 
make sure they have the tools to find people they can car pool with. 

601 County Transportation please, please, please do not cut all the routes you have proposed to eliminate in Reston.  If 
you must eliminate less popular routes, then please provide alternates to support the 
overwhelming traffic that comes in and out of Wiehle park and ride.  It's overflowing already 
and  your citizens need transportation to and from the city.   Offer solutions, please. 

602 County Transportation I am a Reston resident that rides the Fairfax Connector buses. Do not do away with them--
we need this transportation and the roads cannot accommodate the uptick in drivers.  I need 
the 554! 

603 County Transportation PLEASE do not do away with the Fairfax Connector 552/554/557 buses.  I depend on them 
to get to work, and it doesn't make sense that Reston citizens are punished for the shortfall of 
the Greenway budgeting. 

604 County Transportation We need the Fairfax Connector buses!  Bad traffic, unemployment, fewer spaces at the 
Reston East Wiehle Park and Ride, no way to get to work, poor sustainability...it's a bad 
decision! 

605 County Transportation Single mother of two here , I take 952 every day to work for past 2 years. If this service is 
cancelled I have no means of reaching work. I am not sure will I handle this bus getting 
cancelled. 

606 County and Schools Other I will bet that all those people that came out to the budget meetings last time wont come out 
this time because they are just fed up.  The people they protected, they realized should be let 
go.  So sad. 
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607 County Transportation Please do not eliminate the bus routes in North County, especially the 553 and the 557.  As 
numerous others have noted and will note during the hearings, this will have such a severe 
detriment for our commuting that I would rather see fare hikes than suffer for 3 years until the 
Metro line is completed.  

608 County Transportation Please save the 553 bus route. 

609 County Positions I noticed that most of the staff cuts with Fairfax County government are lower level positions 
that don't do much to cut the budget.  I'm a teacher now but used to work in Department of 
Permits with Land Development Services.  In the Permit section we had 8 supervisors for 12 
employees, and nothing now has changed.  You can't expect these supervisors and higher 
level people to cut their own jobs, and they won't.  Instead, it seems that public services and 
schools take the brunt of the cuts, whereas the bureaucracy keeps growing, with higher 
taxes and less services as the result.  Please cut supervisor positions instead of raising our 
taxes. 

610 County Positions For those in positions that are proposed to be cut, please do on your own time to public 
meeting to defend why you should stay. 

611 County Transportation please do not discontinue the Fairfax connector bus service 952 from west falls church to 
Herndon; I use it every day to work. 

612 County Transportation It is going to be a great inconvenience if the Fairfax connector bus service 952 from west 
falls church to Herndon is discontinued. 

613 County Transportation I am a commuter who rides Bus route 952 every morning and evening to get to and from 
work. I just noticed that you are planning to cut out this route completely. As I rode today I 
noticed that there was no sitting room on the bus. Cutting out this route will greatly impair 
many peoples commutes. At the very least there should be a bus that covers the routes 
stops. Thank you. 
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614 County Compensation Furloughs to save jobs would be much more cost-effective for the county in the long run. Of 
course people will complain, but when you lay people off, you're consequently losing the 
money they put into the economy. Better we all lose a few hundred dollars over the course of 
the year than that a few of us lose jobs, cars, homes, and the ability to sustain our lives in 
Fairfax County. 

615 County Transportation This is regarding the removal of Fairfax Connector bus lines 951 and 952. These bus lines 
are very important for the county personal to get to and from places. One of the biggest 
issues that will arise is getting to and from work. These two bus lines carry employees to and 
from work every day from the West Falls Church Metro. If you remove these two lines we will 
not be able to get to and from work. The new line that you are suggesting to come out with 
does not cover the areas needed in order for us to get to work.  By removing these lines you 
will be forcing more cars on the road which in turn will cause more harm to the health of the 
general public and the environment. 

616 County Transportation Please do not eliminate bus route 952. I take it to work everyday. The buses are mostly full 
every morning during rush hours. Please re-consider your decision. Many riders will be 
affected due to this route elimination. This will lead to more traffic congestion in the morning 
and increase the number of cars on the road. 

617 County Transportation Please don't eliminate 952    I rely on the Fairfax Connector bus 952 to get to and from work 
in Herndon every day. Eliminating this route will cause a huge hardship for me, and make it 
difficult for me to continue working in Fairfax County. This morning the 8:26am bus from 
West Falls Church was nearly full.    I work as an engineer. Please don't cut this vital service.   

618 County Transportation Dulles corridor - Fairfax Connector    My wife and I chose our townhome in Reston because 
there were three bus lines that came by. My wife does not drive, she doesn't even have a 
drivers license.    Now you are proposing to cut back on the lines. My wife who works in DC, 
and works random hours will be significantly impacted by this.     I know we are only one 
voice, but I'm sure there are similar situations.    Are we sure the money can't be found to 
fund Fairfax Connector? 
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619 County Transportation I work in McLean (Fairfax County) and live in the City of Fairfax.  Metro is considering 
eliminating the 15M bus line that I use to get to work.  Elimination of this route would require 
me to take 3 buses and a Metro to get to work.  I am visually impaired and rely on this bus 
route to get to work and to take my daughter to the doctor in McLean where we see a 
specialist.  In order for Metro to keep this route they need to hear that the bus route is 
important and they will need to raise subsidies from Fairfax County to pay for increases in 
their operating costs.  I urge Fairfax County to increase its subsidy to WMATA in order to 
save bus routes including the 15M that I rely on to get to work.  I work for SSB BART Group 
an employer of people with disabilities.  Without effective transportation companies such as 
our may be forced to move other places such as Arlington in order to be accessible to our 
employees and customers.  Please do not let Metro cut this bus line.  Fairfax County should 
also push WMATA to shed internal costs and become for lean and cost efficient. 

620 County Transportation As a Fairfax County resident who works in Reston and has utilized these lines, I urge you to 
reconsider the elimination of the 552, 553, 554, 557, 929, 951, & 952 Fairfax Connector 
buses in the proposed budget plan. This will have a direct inevitable impact not only on the 
traffic in the region, but more importantly on the people who depend on those routes to get 
from Point A to Point B. For them, it isn't a matter of simply jumping into their car to traverse 
the distance; many don't even own a car, and this plan completely cuts off their major form of 
transportation. This population includes some of our most disadvantaged citizens, and 
eliminating their transportation options via these cutbacks is shortsighted, inefficient, and 
cruel. 

621 County Transportation Decrease in Bus Service.  I strenuously object to the decrease in service on the 621, 622 
and 623 lines at 9, 10 and 11 pm and I further object to the elimination of 605 service on 
Sundays.  This service is needed. 

622 County Cable 
Communications 

Get rid of all these TV stations.  Herndon TV, FCPS TV, all these TV stations, I cant count 
them all.  The days of scrolling messages is history folks.  The only one that watches them, 
are me, and the people who write the text. 

623 County Revenue Charge a toll to entry Fairfax County $1.00 a person.  And all the people that pass by on I-95, 
going from NYC to Florida. 



 138

Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Through April 20, 2010 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

624 County Other Shut the traffic lights off from midnight to 4am, when most people are off the roads.  I am no 
engineer but you must be able to do something to save on the electric cost when they are not 
in use.  Keep the traffic lights off, unless a motion sensor is triggered.  Then the light could 
turn green.  Because when it does not work, everyone is suppose to stop. 

625 County Fire and 
Rescue 

I am really sorry that XX will be losing her job.  She was a nice lady and never did any harm 
(never did much work either).  I wish her well.  I noticed that she goes out in public 
representing the fire department more.  That is all new because the position is at risk.  I also 
see they bought some really nice volunteer liaison jackets and shirts.  Glad to see great 
taxpayer dollars at work to increase visibility for those positions that might be cut.  Crazy 
double standard.  I also see you don’t have the groups of people rushing out to save her and 
her boss this year.  We realize that it is time for the county to do the right thing.  Cut those 
positions, but find her some work until she can retire. 

626 County Employee 
Benefits 

Stop child care for all county employees. 

627 County and Schools Information 
Technology 

Require county employees to buy their own computers. 

628 County and Schools Other Require county employees to buy their own clothes too. 

629 County and Schools Vehicles Require county employees to buy their own cars. 

630 County Other I was looking for county job openings and saw  
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/jobs/listing/detail.asp?job=99-7000  can you explain why you 
pay for volunteer jobs in Fairfax.  volunteers I think by definition means you do not pay them. 
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631 County Positions Cut with a knife.  I just looked at the county org chart.  Start from the top down.  Get rid of 1 -
2 deputy county execs.  Then look at each area, like the people on the chart from the rec 
centers in McLean and the other one.  Cut.  Merge the emergency communications with 
emergency management one.  And cut there.  If you cut 10 100K positions.  You save a 
million.  And then cut their departments too.  This idea will save the county so much money, 
you will need to lower taxes next year. 

632 Schools Schools Get rid of 1 AP per school.  Across the board.  More millions saved.  Don’t get me started!!! 

633 County Other Charge people to park at the government center.  That will force more people to do business 
online. 

634 County and Schools Other Cut the department that does pod casts. 

635 County Transportation Please save bus 952, even if it means doubling the fare 

636 County and Schools Schools Please maintain the transfer rate to the schools -- even keeping last year's transfer amount 
still represents a cut, as the student population has increased.    Please do  not eliminate 
funding for the SROs at the middle schools -- their presence is vital.    Our family will willingly 
pay the advertised tax rate to help mitigate the cuts. We would also support a meals tax if it 
were on a regular election ballot.    Thank you. 

637 County Transportation I am a commuter that currently rides the 951 and 952 Fairfax Connector buses. I fully depend 
on these buses to get to and from work, I ride them everyday. I work on Alexander Bell drive, 
so walking from Wiehle Park and Ride is too far to walk on foot. Please come to a different 
resolution - I would rather see a rate increase. Thanks. 

638 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

When my husband I chose to move to the suburbs of the DC metro area,  we chose Fairfax 
County specifically for its school system. I would prefer an increase in my property taxes to a 
decrease in the quality of our schools. You should go with the $1.12 rate. We will be paying 
attention to your vote on this issue. 
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639 County Other I see this today.  http://www.dhs.gov/ynews/releases/pr_1270649859370.shtm    Why do we 
have county people doing this?  So they can go work somewhere else?  Is this being paid by 
tax payer dollars?  This guy should share his knowledge with the people in the county.  Who 
knew he had this background. 

640 County Transportation Fairfax Connector Bus Service  Please keep the 554, 557, 552 and 505 bus service in 
Reston. I have used this service for over 12 years and it is appalling that the county wants 
me to start driving when many employers and governments are encouraging mass transit 
and telework. My employer does not allow telework and now my county is doing away with 
bus service.   It appears that Fairfax County is not attempting to help the environment not its 
citizens. It would rather have commuters drive to an overcrowded parking lot, sit in traffic and 
add pollution to the air.  Something is wrong with that picture. Please keep the local 
community bus services. Raise fares if necessary, but keep the buses. 

641 County Transportation Fairfax County is proposing the elimination of seven Fairfax Connector bus lines from the 
Dulles Corridor in the proposed FY11 Budget.  Two of them, lines 951 & 952, bring my 
coworker to work in Reston from the West Falls Church Metro every day.  A new bus line 
(580) is being proposed to make up for a few of the eliminations, but it won't help her.  The 
loss of this mode of transportation will impact her and our company in a negative way.  
Additionally, it will affect a lot of other people, too.  No bus = no job = loss of company talent 
= negative impact on area businesses.       Ultimately, this will add hundreds of local drivers 
to already congested roads, increase air pollution, and place unnecessary strain on the 
existing public transportation system.  I hope you will carefully take all of this into 
consideration when you vote on the FY 2011 budget.    Respectfully, 
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642 County Transportation My name is XX and I live in Fairfax County near the West Falls Church Metro Station (WFC), 
work at the U.S. Geological Survey in Reston, also in Fairfax County, and depend on Fairfax 
Connector bus Route 951 to commute to/from work.    I apologize for the length of this 
message (I have six [6] IMPORTANT comments,) but I DO implore the Board to read it 
through and give it careful consideration.    1-Fairfax Connector Route 980 is a one way 
route TO WFC in the a.m. and TO Herndon-Monroe P&R in the p.m.  The cost savings 
realized by eliminating Routes 951 & 952 are significantly diminished by the fact that in the 
absence of operating Routes 951&952, buses (& drivers) would have to return empty to 
provide scheduled a.m. & p.m. Route 980 service.    2-The decisions to eliminate the USGS 
loop from the RIBS1 route altogether and to reduce by well over 40% (to only three [3] a.m. 
and three [3] p.m.) the No. of loops that the RIBS3 makes to the USGS was made when - & 
was based upon ridership when - there was an operational Route 951.  IF (hopefully NOT the 
case) the Board cannot be persuaded to restore Route 951, it MUST reconsider these 
decisions and seriously consider restoring the USGS loop to RIBS3 throughout the a.m. and 
to RIBS1 throughout the p.m. so that NOT ONLY USGS customers, but all ROUTE 951 
customers from Edumund Haley to the Fairfax Parkway will be able to use the USGS stop to 
connect from/to Town Center.    3-Although, I am not personally affected, it seems obvious 
that NO work around WHATSOEVER is being considered for all of the 951a.m./952p.m. 
customers in all of the new office facilities along Sunrise Valley Drive from Hunters Mill to 
South Lakes.  This is detrimental to the builders who are seeking tenants and tenants 
(companies) who for all practical purposes will not be able recruit qualified employees who 
would be depended on public transportation.    4-Before forcing people who are dependent 
upon public transportation to loose their jobs, the Board is morally bound to consider other 
ways of mitigating the cost of bus service along the Dulles corridor until the Wiele Ave. Metro 
rail station is operational.    4a-As a minimum, the Board is morally and practically 
OBLIGATED to consider charging a   REASONABLE/*NON*-prohibitive   commuter parking 
fee at the Reston/Herndon P&Rs with a 4 hour or half day reduction for bone fide retail 
customers of Reston/Herndon retailers who have their tickets stamped by bone fide 
Reston/Herndon retailers.  In every other jurisdiction (Montgomery County, etc., etc.,etc,) in 
the Metropolitan area, commuters are willing to pay a reasonable fee for commuter parking, 
and THERE IS NO REASON WHATSOEVER for Fairfax County not to consider this 
SIGNIFICANT source of revenue to offset the cost of providing Dulles corroder bus service 
until the Wiele Metro rail station is operational!    4b-Fairfax Connector is not selling any of 
the above seat advertising space *INSIDE* its buses.  This is a meaningful source of 
revenue for "Metro" and should be a meaningful source of revenue for Fairfax Connector to 
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help offset the cost of Dulles corroder bus service until the Wiele Ave. metro rail station is 
operational.    Again I apologize for the length of this message and am most grateful for your 
giving it serious consideration.   

643 County Transportation As a regular rider of the 553 bus, I am deeply concerned about the decision to eliminate this 
and the other neighborhood routes. It seems very short sighted to me.  You have already cut 
back on the times in an effort to "save" money. This will be a major inconvenience to 
hundreds of riders. Many don't own cars and this is their only means of transportation. Others 
that have cars simply can't afford the downtown parking. You have the ability to tax. Most of 
us don't have the ability to increase our incomes. This will be an undue personal and 
financial hardship on numerous people. And what happens when the Metro train is finished? 
Are you thinking long term or, like corporate American, for this budget only.  I encourage you 
not to do this. 

644 Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Raise my taxes!    Keep our schools #1 to attract good high paying companies to the area. 
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645 County Transportation As President of National Federation of Federal Employees (NFFE) Local 1957 at the U.S. 
Geological Survey at 12201 Sunrise Valley Road in Reston Virginia, I am submitting this 
testimony on behalf of our bargaining unit members who would suffer severe adverse effects 
if the 951 bus route from the West Falls Church metro station that stops at the U.S. 
Geological Survey were eliminated.  This is the only bus that goes from the West Falls 
Church metro to the USGS. A number of our employees depend on this bus service to get to 
work, and some of these employees have no other affordable options as they do not own or 
drive cars or are handicapped and unable to drive.  Some of these employees come from 
considerable distances using Metro to arrive at the West Falls Church station where they 
catch the 951 bus and their commute time can be from 1 to 2 hours each way.  Without the 
951 bus service they would not be able to commute to work and would risk losing their jobs.  
The alternative of taking a bus to the Reston Town Center and then catching a RIBS bus to 
the USGS is not feasible as it would add another one-half hour or hour to an already very 
long commute. One feasible alternative would be to reroute the 950 bus which leaves the 
West Falls Church metro station every half hour and exits 267 (the Dulles toll road) at Fairfax 
County Parkway to go to the Herndon Monroe Park and Ride. Instead, have the 950 exit 267 
at an earlier exit of 267 and drop off the passengers who would have been serviced by the 
951 bus at stops along Sunrise Valley Drive including the USGS. This rerouting I estimate 
having ridden both lines would add only approximately 10 minutes or less to the 951 route 
but would greatly enhance service because the 950 runs throughout the day and evening 
hours while the 951 bus has a much more limited schedule. In any case, eliminating the 951 
bus would impose a severe hardship including probable loss of employment on a number of 
employees at the USGS. It is necessary to maintain this vital service so that employees of 
the USGS have the option of commuting to work via public transportation. 

646 County Transportation I am one of many users of the Fairfax Connector 553 Bus from Reston to West Falls church, 
which is a necessary means of transportation for me when I work downtown.  Please 
reconsider eliminating this bus route. 
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647 County Transportation I really don't think that they should just totally eliminate Sunday buses for the Fairfax 
Connectors. I understand that many people don't work on Sundays, but some of us do (like 
me). I'd much rather they just had a limited amount of buses run that day. Instead of having 
them run until 10pm or 11pm on a Sunday, have them run until 7pm or 8pm. If I can't get to 
work on Sundays, I lose money. Period. Please reconsider this plan because a lot of your 
loyal riders will lose money (and jobs) because of this.    Thank you. 

648 County Transportation Bus No. 553  Please please do not take away bus 553 from us.  We need something to go to 
D.C. 

649 County Positions Tips for saving money  1. Most departments seem to be top heavy. There is a Department 
level manager, then 3,4 or 5 division level manager and same number or more of Assistant 
Division managers and then the first level management or supervisors and then the staff. So 
that is a minimum of 6 top level managers between the Department level manager and first 
level management. The Division level manager and Assistant Division level manager both 
are not required. It should be Assistant Division level managers below the Department level 
manager and may be one Assistant Department level manager. Similarly at the 
administrative level, they have senior administrative aide, junior administrative aide, 
Administrative aide manager. Here also it is top heavy. There are too many administrative 
level managers managing administrative aide level staff.  2. At the first level supervisor or 
manager level, management level positions that do not supervise must also be considered 
for high level projects and overall coordination even though they do not supervise staff. This 
will avoid having more Director level positions.  3.Overlap of work between Departments 
must be avoided. Similar way, if some projects are dependant on the results of other 
projects, these projects should be phased accordingly. If CIP projects are underway and 
there is a major policy shift that will impact the future CIP projects, then those projects should 
be removed from the CIP project list and put back when the revised policy that gives specific 
direction regarding those CIP projects is completed. The policy change and CIP project 
should not go on simultaneously but the CIP project must follow the policy change project.   
4. Departments that seem to be a good idea in good economic times but do not seem to 
generate the work they were intended for must be eliminated and can be reestablished 
during good economic times. These include departments that deal with using public money 
for partnerships, investments etc or these departments should not be funded by public 
money but should generate their own money with some help from the County. Here again, 
each of these departments need not have a top Department level manager but there can be 
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one or two Department level managers managing 3 or 4 or 5 of these Departments.  
5.Harrasing new employees to leave even though they have competed for jobs through the 
County's competitive employment process should be avoided. Usually, with budget 
problems, some employees at all levels get harassed in all organizations. This seems to be 
human nature. Managers should be guided not to resort to this as it undermines the County’s 
competitive employment process. 

650 County Transportation With all the proposed Fairfax County Connector service reductions, how does the county 
propose to keep the excellent cadre of bus operators?  Let's be sure to keep and recognize 
the valuable service that they provide given all the challenges they face driving in Northern 
Virginia and dealing with many cultures and different languages. 

651 County Transportation Please don't discontinue the Fairfax connector bus service 952 from west falls church to 
Herndon. it is already a big headache travelling the crowder 267 during rush hours 

652 County and Schools Travel and 
Training 

Cut all travel and time for advisory boards not Fairfax county.  So a Board member or official 
should not go somewhere to help the world.  Take a cut back.  Look at all the non-Fairfax 
committees the board sits on alone.  Time for a stance, time for a cut.  Take action and take 
a cut like everyone else.  No more trips.  No more conferences.  Call in only.  Effective 
immediate stop the travel. don’t wait till next budget year. 

653 County Transportation I am one of the  commuters of the 552, 553, 554, 557, 929, 951, & 952 Fairfax Connector 
buses who oppose the elimination of these bus routes in the Proposed FY 2011 Fairfax 
Connector Budget.    How can we discuss eliminating commuter buses while the number and 
sizes of road construction projects on the Dulles corridor increase?    Please discuss fare 
hikes instead of this option.    Sincerely,  route 554 commuter 
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654 County Transportation For the many hundreds of people who use Fairfax Connector services in the Reston area, 
the proposed elimination of bus routes will cause major hardship. The Wiehle Avenue park-
and-ride lot fills up by before 8 AM every day. The buses are standing room only during peak 
hours. There simply is no way for more people to park at the Wiehle Avenue station.  Many 
people will no longer be able to take a bus directly from their neighborhood to West Falls 
Church.  Or, they will be forced to transfer twice: take a RIBS bus to get to Wiehle Avenue, 
then transfer to another bus to get to West Falls Church, and then transfer to Metrorail. This 
will significantly add to commute times and worsen quality of life. For others, the change in 
service will push them to drive.  Please remember - this not only affects transit users, but 
everyone driving on the road network, worsening traffic congestion for thousands of 
commuters.  Has any thought been given to what will happen when construction occurs on a 
parking garage at Wiehle Ave and parking here is further limited?  This is the time to be 
increasing bus services, not to cut them.    It is really ironic that tolls are being raised to pay 
for a $5 billion Metrorail investment while the relatively small amount of funding needed to 
support existing bus services is being cut.  Please work with the Airports Authority to 
maintain these common-sense bus services!!  We are suffering through major construction 
for metro, paying higher tolls, will pay higher bus fares, and have bus services cut!  These 
service cuts and increased traffic will further erode the accessibility of neighborhoods and 
limit access to jobs.  I moved to Reston in part for the good bus services, and have found 
travel here getting worse and worse - I'm at the point of thinking of whether to move from 
Fairfax County back to Montgomery County, where I previously lived.  I was able to get into 
Arlington (and Tysons!) in less time from there! 

655 County Transportation We do not understand the rationale behind discontinuing the well-established and widely 
used Fairfax connector bus service 952 from west falls church to Herndon. Please reconsider 
the decision of discontinuing this bus service. 

656 County Transportation Please reconsider the elimination of seven Dulles Corridor buses.  Please consider reducing 
the service on these buses; for example, the 553 running every hour instead of every half an 
hour.  There will be no room to park at the Park and Rides especially when the tiered parking 
for the new metro stop takes place. One express bus will not accommodate seven bus loads.  
Please read the petitions!  You will be affecting many  people's lives.  Some of them moved 
to Reston because of the good transportation available.  Some are elderly and disabled. 
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657 County and Schools Schools I would suggest that you cut money from the over inflated school budget and give some of it 
to the libraries to halt the deterioration of services in the public libraries. 

658 County Transportation Your proposal to eliminate the 554, 557, 552, 553 buses seems incredibly short sighted. I 
say this not only as a commuter, but as a proponent of smart growth. Park-and-ride lots, by 
definition, do not decrease traffic, since all of the users must drive to them. Two perfect 
examples are the 66 and 95 corridors. Park-and-rides do, however, promote sprawling, 
unsustainable growth. Funding this type of growth, rather than smart, centralized growth 
supported by usable public transportation, could cost Fairfax County billions in the long run 
on road construction (e.g. 95 and 66 interchanges with the beltway) and missed opportunities 
on development. Why are we funding Loudoun's development rather than our own? 

659 County Transportation Regarding eliminating Sunday service on the Fairfax County Connector - this is totally 
unacceptable.  How do you expect residents without cars to get to work, shop, or attend 
religious services?  Not everyone has access to other transportation forms.  Please strongly 
reconsider this proposal and keep Sunday service in the Reston/Herndon area.  If it isn't 
provided here, Sunday service shouldn't be provided in other sections of the county.  Please 
don't penalize those citizens who use and/or depend on public transportation.  We should be 
encouraging its use every chance we can to increase ridership and not making it harder to 
use. 

660 County Transportation In regards to cuts to Fairfax connector bus 109 at 11:00pm I use this bus to go to work at 
safe way my shift stats at midnight. I repeat I work overnight its the last bus to catch for work. 

661 County Transportation I am a regular rider of the 951 bus, the reverse commuter bus that runs on Sunrise Valley 
Drive.  Instead of having the service run from West Falls Church, can local service down 
Sunrise Valley Drive be provided from the Herndon-Monroe or Reston East Park and Rides?   

662 County Transportation Hi, I heard that the bus route 952 (Reston / Herndon Reverse Commute line) is going to be 
eliminated.  Please do not do that because this bus route really helps lot of people including 
me to go to work in the morning and evening peak hours.  Do consider this. 
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663 County Transportation 951 /952 Bus.    This is how I go to work everyday for past 3 years. I have no other way to 
reach work. I will be jobless soon. I CANNOT DRIVE. 

664 County Tax 
Administration 

Let people pay taxes with check online.  Will help you cut mailroom people and also those at 
the counter. 

665 County Capital 
Facilities 

Get rid of the x-rays machines at the government center.  Have EVER seen them used.  I 
saw them used, when people are new to government center and some lady had few purse 
and puts in on the machine.  Otherwise we all just walk right in.  And you know how much it 
is used because sometimes the machine is not even there.  I think maybe another building 
needed it. 

666 County Volunteer 
Fairfax 

Stop giving free space to volunteer Fairfax and other nonprofits.  That house they are in 
looks toxic.  Move them to the fire building and the fire people can use that house for training.

667 County Fire and 
Rescue 

Allow ARES to take over the CERT program.  They can do it for free.  And then you can let 
go of the two county layman fire people.  Will save the county $150K plus benefits. 

668 County Fire and 
Rescue 

There are two people in fire liaison unit. Fire the one that gets more. Instead of firing low 
level people.  Get rid of one up.  That will be greater savings.  And will help avoid major 
issues next year.  Call this the "One up" idea.  And can be used all across the county. 

669 County Transportation Please make restoring the proposed cuts to the 553 and other Fairfax Connector routes a 
priority in this budget.  These neighborhood buses are vital to many of us who either do not 
have multiple vehicles or want to continue helping to reduce congestion and traffic in the 
area.  Obviously the routes will need to be revised in 2013 when the Wiehle Metro Station 
comes on line, but it would be terrible to cancel neighborhood service before then.  The 
Wiehle P&R is already very crowded and will only get worse as construction increases.    I 
cannot speak for other riders, but I would be willing to pay higher taxes or higher fares to 
maintain bus service.  I understand the fiscal crisis facing most cities, counties, and states 
this year and am prepared to pay more to keep vital services in our community.    
Respectfully,  
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670 County Fire and 
Rescue 

I agree with the CERT comments.  It was clear when the lead instructor XX stepped down 
that the program did not have the support it needed.  Run it his way or the hi-way.  The 
program rocked (past tensed).   It did not need to be what it was.  The volunteers are never 
used except for first aid at a fair.  And they do not teach first aid to the volunteers.  I wish XX 
the best of luck in his business.   Some of the instructors were volunteer firemen.  Why pay 
them to be CERT instructor when they are free firemen? 

671 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Please respect the people's right to property. There are a great many individuals who have 
voiced their willingness to accept higher taxes so that the certain county services will not be 
cut. That's all well and good, but what about each citizen's right to do what they wish with 
their property (i.e. money). Can everyone who supports the tax increases honestly look their 
neighbor in the face and say "I want you to pay higher taxes so my child can participate in a 
music program, play on a sports team, etc."? There are only a certain number of students 
who can participate in these programs not to mention the fact that many students choose not 
to participate in these programs at all. Yet many county residents still want everyone to bear 
the burden of paying for these programs. Everyone in the county is tightening their belts due 
to the recession and it's time the county does the same. The argument that cutting these 
programs will affect home values is complete nonsense. Schools in any given area are 
considered good or bad based on false "perceptions" not cold hard facts.  I whole heartedly 
support the budget cuts. I ask that the board not implement a car registration fee and that the 
real estate tax rate be left at FY 2010 levels.  Respect for the people's right to property is the 
bulwark of liberty. 

672 County Transportation The budget's proposed cuts to Fairfax Connector bus service in and around Reston are 
short-sighted and unacceptable.  Our roads, and especially the Park and Ride facilities, are 
already overwhelmed and over capacity.  The decision is bad for commuters, for businesses, 
and for the environment.  The county's residents are in favor of more public transportation 
options, not less.  I implore the Board of Supervisors to reconsider these unacceptable 
service cuts and to support public transportation.     
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673 County Transportation The future of the Fairfax Connector route in Reston has a direct impact on my company. We 
moved our business to Herndon from Merrifield in Nov of 2009. We have 3, 2x daily riders 
and occasional riders at about 2-3 times a week. These employees have no other public 
transportation options to reach this area. I am sure I am not the only company whose 
employees depend upon this service. We are located on Park Center Rd. next to the Hilton, 
and I see several groups of people each day waiting for the buses. This whole Herndon, 
Chantilly area is car dependent, so it is great to see some effort county-wise to combat 
excess cars/traffic. It seems counterproductive to remove existing service. Employees need 
all the support they can get in these challenging economic times. Remove public 
transportation and some people are going to lose jobs. I believe that to maintain a strong, 
viable base for companies, Fairfax must fight to provide public transportation.     

 As of April 13, 2010     

674 County and Schools Other Make all county employees who are scheduled to work on Fridays, make them work the 
entire day.  Or save money and only pay them for hours they work. 

675 County Fire and 
Rescue 

I was in one of the early CERT classes, CERT 10 I think.  And we do not have refresher 
course in a long time.  When will that be?  Years ago we use to have yearly refreshers, but I 
guess with the lead instructor travel they do not do it more.  CERT is great for the one group 
of classes but after I do not keep current. 



 151

Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Through April 20, 2010 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

676 County Transportation I work in Tysons Corner and I live in Reston. I have been using the Fairfax Connector Bus 
System for at least 6 years now to get to work and back - and everything else, too.  The 
stores at the Mall are open 7 days a week. Monday through Saturday they are open 10 AM 
to 9:30 PM and Sundays from 11 AM to 7 PM. My work schedule changes from week to 
week but falls between those hours. I usually work 2 - 3 nights a week till 9:30 PM and every 
Saturday(day or night) and every other Sunday.   If you cut the later Ribs bus trips  and  
ELIMINATE ALL the SUNDAY RIBS trips -  I  WILL NOT BE ABLE TO GET TO AND FROM 
WORK!!!??  I don't know how I could continue to hold the job and then I might have to file for 
unemployment, food stamps - any and all resources I would be entitled to.  Wouldn't THAT  
COST  ALOT?    I would prefer to keep the job and NOT cost the local government money in 
those other ways!!  I WOULD MUCH RATHER PAY MORE TO RIDE THE BUS THAN TO 
HAVE THESE PROPOSED SERVICE REDUCTIONS!!  PLEASE DO NOT ELIMINATE 
THES TRIPS AND ROUTES!!  I ALSO USE THE 574 ALOT TO GET TO AND FROM WORK 
– ESPECIALLY ON SUNDAYS!!    THANK YOU, 

677 County and Schools Revenue 1.  Schools:  I recommend that parents be assessed a separate tax amount for each of their 
children that attends Fairfax County public schools, this would be fair as those using the 
public schools should be the residents that are primarily paying for that service.  I believe this 
would significantly reduce the real estate tax burden on those residents living in Fairfax 
County that do not have children attending public schools.    2.  I recommend that Churches 
should be paying real estate taxes also, just like any other business.  I see massive Church 
structures being built and apparently they do not have to pay real estate taxes on their 
properties, this not fair and needs to be changed.    3.  If the auto vehicle fee is to be 
reinstated it should only apply to renters, since they do not pay real estate taxes.    4.  The 
real estate tax rate should be reduced not increased in difficult time like these, it is unfair to 
put such a burden on homeowners.  I feel like a renter when I consider how my real estate 
taxes amount to each month almost $400, its like I rent my home from Fairfax County.  
Personal property should have never been subject to taxes, that why it is called personal 
property. 

678 County Libraries Libraries: Fairfax City and County are home to a large number of individuals who commute to 
DC for work. The cut in evening hours this fiscal year made it difficult--on Thurs. and Fri., 
impossible--for such commuters to use the library. Proposals to cut evening hours for a 2nd 
year in a row stand to make this situation far worse. 
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679 County Fire and 
Rescue 

One last plea.  Please keep the paid firemen.  And cut the liaison people instead.  CERT will 
just get in the way during a real emergency. 

680 County Fire and 
Rescue 

On the Fairfax County CERT Facebook group there is discussion of celebrating with stocking 
the CERT trailer with beer.  This is totally inappropriate and misuse of the trailer.  The trailer 
was a total waste to begin with but to have the people promote alcoholism and drinking is not 
right. 

681 County Fire and 
Rescue 

We celebrate Terri Aiken award.  Why does Fairfax County award a person for doing the job 
of XX and his employee?  If volunteers can do it, then fire XX.  I read quote of award online 
and I am wrong XX is needed.  For what, to nominate people for award and to do his job. 

682 County Other Why does Fairfax County pay people who have no experience in their job so much to do it.  
This is not example of you get what you pay for.  You pay for what you don’t get. 

683 County and Schools Fire and 
Rescue 

Why does CERT program instructors private business charge schools for CERT program?  
They already get paid by county.  This is conflict of interest. 

684 County Fire and 
Rescue 

I read the details on CERT in the detailed budget.  Please make available the 85% of the 
people that are retained.  GO to XX and ask him for the names.  Then randomly call the 
people.  I bet his definition of active is different from county.  Cut the 1.2 Million.  There is no 
refresher training of value.  And no way as a volunteer for them to know if I am active.  You 
need to collect the data and ask volunteer.  I can retake course but that is waste of money. 

685 County Fire and 
Rescue 

$375 is the breakdown per CERT student?  How the heck is that? 
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686 County Fire and 
Rescue 

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment.  My comment is about a program called 
the Community Emergency Response Team, otherwise known as CERT or volunteers with 
duct tape.  To be real, the program is really nothing more than an outreach program with 
some training.  The training is very limited and most of it is available online for free through 
the Federal Emergency Management Association, also know as FEMA.  The money should 
be used for the police department to help keep our streets safer and neighborhood watch 
programs strong.  I thank you for your time and dedication to the county of Fairfax and 
making a great quality of life. 

687 County Parks Do not allow senior softball to use county facilities.  They charge for people to join the 
league, so why not pay the county which they refuse to do for their equal share. 

688 County Compensation I say you just close the government center on Friday and take the money back from the 
workers when you pay them in the new model by hour. 

689 County Fire and 
Rescue 

Make CERT a class that can be taught as part of ACE program and charge like $10-$20 for 
it. 

690 County Fire and 
Rescue 

The Fire Liaison department has $1.2Million in the budget.  That is NUTS!  What for????? 
Just cut it.  Cut it now.  Do not cut year round schools, cut this department with liaison and 
outreach. 

691 County Capital 
Facilities 

Make everyone work from home and just close the government center.  And rent out the 
other space to other countries. 

692 County Health 
Department 

I think health department is asking for 9 more people for awareness.  Why?  Not only do not 
give them more, but cut 5.  A waste.  Let the community services board or who ever handles 
the Hispanic community do that outreach.  And the others can read about it on the website or 
a newspaper like the Post.  No need to that many bodies. 
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693 County Transportation I have read the Proposed FY 2011 Fairfax Connector Budget and discovered with deep 
dismay that the 929 bus route is to be eliminated.  This important route serves my community 
(Spring Lake Estates) and discontinuing it will severely impact the many citizens that rely on 
it.  I am in favor of higher fares and fewer runs, as necessary, to responsibly close the budget 
gap, but eliminating essential public transportation such as route 929 should be 
reconsidered.  Thank you. 

694 County Fire and 
Rescue 

Did you notice that no one from CERT spoke at the public forums this year.  We realized that 
the time has come.  And wish the best of luck to XX, XX, and all the instructors. 

695 County and Schools Expenditures Instead of the BOS approving the budget.  Why not take the major items to the residents 
during elections.  For example, Keep fire fighters or CERT program?  Keep year round 
schools or senior softball?  Keep police or website developers?  Keep libraries or employee 
cars? 

696 County Information 
Technology 

Thank you for not allowing county employees to use facebook at their work computer.  I 
know everyone and their mother can use it at work.  But by not allowing the government 
employees to do it, you are showing that they cannot be trusted and will spend too much 
time away from their work.  Sad thing is, you are probably right.  So thank you.  As this is 
already saving taxpayer dollars.  We need more ideas like this.  Help prevent misuse before 
it happens.  Like overtime might be the next thing to look at. 

697 County and Schools Compensation Have a required furlough July 4 week except for non essential.  And Last 2, yes 2 weeks, in 
December. 

698 County and Schools Compensation Pay everyone in the county hourly. 

699 County and Schools Compensation Pay everyone in the county by merit. 
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700 County Revenue Charge other counties for use of our services.  Increase out of county park fees.  Charge the 
county for when our fire trucks go there.  Charge for people from other counties to park in our 
parking lots.  Charge them to park at the government center.  Charge them to use our pools.  
Charge them to use our roads.  And put a gate up at the airport from our roads and charge a 
toll. 

701 County Other The last chairman of the board of supervisor is in congress now.  He used experience here 
but we see little in return.  Herrity will be the next to leave for congress.  Can we make 
Herrity responsible to give back to Fairfax when he leaves?  He benefited so much from our 
county, but when he leaves like the other guy did, to represent us, what happens is they 
become politicians and lose track of Fairfax. 

702 County Transportation I object to the elimination of both 552 and 554 bus routes.  This will severely impact commute 
to work and quality of life for me and many fellow-riders.  I also fear this type of service 
reduction will erode property values in my neighborhood.  Please consider alternatives to this 
drastic action, including raising fares. 

703 County Transportation Reston Bus Service:  Dear Fairfax County officials,  I live in Reston. Please consider keeping 
a reduced RIBS service and reduced Reston-W Falls Church bus service on Sundays, no 
matter how reduced. It is vital for so many of us to be able to go East and return on Sundays, 
even if the reduced buses run once every 3 hours!     

704 County Other Allow taxpayers to provide feedback online about employees and get rid of bad ones or 
those that don’t work a lot.  I would get ride of fire liaison ones first.  And keep paid firemen!!! 

705 County Transportation please do not discontinue the Fairfax connector bus service 952 from west falls church 
station to Herndon 

706 County Transportation Please do not discontinue the Fairfax connector bus service 952 from west falls church to 
Herndon. it will be a major hassle to get through all the traffic 
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707 County Parks CLOSING Restroom Facilities at Local Parks **** Please consider increasing field usage 
fees versus closing bathroom facilities in local parks.  The youth associations are charging a 
fee that should be passed on to the county currently ($5/participant).  As a parent is it is 
important that those facilities be available for both the participants and spectators.  As a 
taxpayer, I think the facilities, if closed, will cost the county more money to repair the 
damages that will come from abandoning the usage.  Vandalism and weather conditions will 
take its toll over time and COST MORE in the long run.  Port-a-potties are not the immediate 
solution. 

708 County Transportation Please keep the 8:25 p.m. run of Route 927.  It is important that this is available to those of 
us who end up working late or are delayed leaving Washington, D.C. 

709 County Transportation Re: Fairfax County Connector Bus eliminations - I ride the 951 and 952 buses to and from 
work. I depend on them 100% - I do not have another option for transportation. I work on 
Alexander Bell Drive, off Sunrise Valley Drive, so even if I rode to the Whiele Park and Ride, 
I still don't have a way to fully get to work. There are many people that work at this end of 
Sunrise Valley Dr. (near the Hunter Mill exit) - this is too far to walk from the Park and Ride 
on Whiele. I beg that you do not cut these routes.  Thank you. 

710 County Transportation I live in Manassas but work in Herndon at REI Systems on Fairbrook Drive at Herndon 
parkway. I don't own a car and rely on public transportation to get to and from work. One of 
the main bus routes I use, Route 952, is scheduled to be eliminated at the end of June of this 
year. When that happens I will have to leave my job as I will have no other way to get to and 
from work. I know from experience that many commuters rely on the 952. What is being done 
to replace this route’s stops? 

711 County and Schools Transportation Please look for efficiencies between school bus system and public bus system, especially for 
high schools.  It is very expensive to duplicate services.  It would be relatively simple and 
could be done by staff to look for route overlaps.  High school students might actually prefer 
to take the public bus.  Schools could provide vouchers or subsidy. 
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712 County Parks Regarding county park land - many people are on a waiting list to join a community garden.  
Look for sunny, unused parkland and use to make more community gardens as a way to 
raise county revenue.  Also - convert landscaping areas to edible landscaping which can be 
sold or given to the needy.  Suggestion:  plant fruit trees along entryways and driveways 
instead of grasses. 

713 County Fire and 
Rescue 

I know only a few more days of comment, but I wanted to share my experience with CERT.  
It is the greatest program in Fairfax County for volunteers.  They train at the fire academy 
and they get to think they are real firemen.  Truth be told they are not used and will only be 
used in major disaster when no one else can come.  Can I tell you that we are spending 
taxpayer dollars for when no one will come?  That is a big mistake.  Please spend the money 
for people that do not have houses.  Please spend money for people that do not have food.   
Please spend money for children that do not have a place to go.  Do not spend money for 
when the world has ended.  As for those without food or homes, their world is ended now.  
The Washington Post had a good article today about a drunk from Maryland who came back 
from near death.  The board should read it.  It makes you realize that if you spend money on 
the what if programs, you lose a huge population, a population who will probably not live to 
see a major disaster, just because those with nice houses made a decision to keep programs 
that will benefit the haves.  Because the have nots currently live as if a disaster struck, on the 
streets and digging through trash bags for food.  Please help them. 

714 County Fire and 
Rescue 

Can you please offer CERT to the homeless at a local shelter or on the streets or at a tent 
farm in Herndon.  This is serious, because it is at this point in their lives these people need 
this survival training. 

715 County Transportation Bus lines 951 and 952 don't have to eliminated---they can be modified. Keep the Reston 
portion, and cancel the segment between Reston and West Fall Church Metro (WFC). Riders 
can take the 505 to the Reston East P&R, and then transfer. The new routes can run 
clockwise and counterclockwise loops, serving Reston East, Sunrise Valley, Monroe, Sunset 
Hills, and Reston East again.    As for 552, 554, and 557: keep neighborhood service, but 
cancel the portion between Reston and WFC. Riders can then transfer to the 580 at the park-
and-ride. The new 580 bus should run VERY FREQUENTLY during rush hour. 
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716 County Fire and 
Rescue 

CERT finished its second class in Mt. Vernon today with volunteers teaching the class.  That 
means firemen instructors do not need to be paid overtime.  That saves the county and 
taxpayers money and the firemen can focus on fires not outreach. 

717 County Transportation Please do not discontinue the Fairfax connector bus service 952 from west falls church to 
Herndon.. 

718 County Other Can you post the current comments.  Tax payer dollars are going towards maintaining this 
list, and we would like to see the comments.  This is an excellent service you provide and I 
thank you. 

719 County Transportation Please keep the 8:25 p.m. run of Fairfax County Connector's 927 route.  For those of us that 
work late and/or have later commutes than usual, this is vitally important. 

720 County Transportation You must keep Sunday service on the Fairfax County Connector.  Not everyone has 
alternate forms of transportation available to them.  Many riders still have to get to work on 
Sunday.  This is a VERY IMPORTANT service to the community. 

721 County Transportation With the proposed budget cuts for the Fairfax County Connector, the county is reducing 
service more and more to cater to those riders that go from a Park & Ride to a Metro station, 
which shows a clear lack of understanding of user needs and requirements for those 
residents that depend on local Herndon/Reston bus service as a primary means of 
transportation seven days a week.  It also shows a lack of knowledge about parking 
availability.  Please, no service eliminations - enough have already been made. 
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722 County Transportation Elimination of Fairfax County Connecter service on Saturday evenings, will make it 
impossible for people to go into Washington, D.C. for work or pleasure and return in mid-to 
late evening.  There doesn't appear to be any service from West Falls Church to Reston after 
the last 505 at 8:36 p.m. that arrives at Reston Town Center at 9:01 p.m.  Once at Reston 
Town Center, the last RIBS 1,2, and 3 buses will have left at 8:10 p.m.  The last RIBS 4 at 
8:05 p.m. and the last RIBS 5 at 8:35 p.m.  Does this make any sense?  Why have a bus 
come from West Falls Church with no connecting service available?  Furthermore, Reston 
Town Center offers Saturday evening concerts during the summer beginning at 7:30 p.m.  If 
RIBS service stops after 8:10 p.m. how to you expect people attending these concerts to get 
home?  Stopping bus service this early in the evening makes absolutely no sense.  Please, 
reevaluate this proposal. 

 As of April 16, 2010     

723 County Transportation Regarding the elimination of the Fairfax County Connector's last evening routes on 574, why 
would you stop them at the proposed time?  If you are working in a retail establishment that 
closes after 9:00 p.m., you have no way of getting bus service back to Reston.  If I am 
understanding the schedule changes correctly, you'd have to leave Tyson's at 8:15 p.m. 
because the 9:15 p.m. bus is eliminated.  How does this make sense?  What if you are 
attending the movies?  If you are leaving Reston to go to Tysons or points along the route on 
Saturday evening, you have to leave no later than 7:10 p.m.  I don't understand this 
recommendation whatsoever.  Clearly those that made this proposal do not understand the 
local ridership and how residents use the bus system.  Please reevaluate this proposal. 

724 County Fire and 
Rescue 

I like the CERT trailer and I am glad that finally the volunteers have something they can be 
proud of.  We were stuck having to keep boxes of backpacks for future class piled and things 
could get stolen.  So now we have a secure storage trailer that will benefit everyone and 
save taxpayer dollars!  I say more organizations need these types of trailers. 
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725 County  Hello This concerns the termination of the 951 Fairfax connector bus.  I am a deaf person, 
who also suffers from vertigo, making it impossible for me to drive.   For the passed 14 years 
I have been employed by U.S. Geological Survey, on Sunrise Valley Drive in Reston, 
Virginia.  I have used no other method of transportation except the Metro bus, or The Bus 
(Maryland based), Metrorail, and the Fairfax connector to get to and from work during those 
14 years.  I live in Maryland and it takes 2 hours to get to work and 2 1/2 hours to get back 
home.  If Fairfax connector discontinues the 951 bus, I would be forced to take the 505 as 
well as the RIB 3, which also faces cuts in service and probably would be dangerously over 
crowded.  It would take me at least 3 or more hours to get to work and an unknown number 
of hours to get back home using at least 4 methods of transportation and long waits in 
comparison to the 3 that I use now, and a long walk down or up a road, without a sidewalk 
which would be extremely dangerous to use after 5:00 pm, especially in the winter time, and I 
would have no other means of getting to and from work.   U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is 
an employer to many other disable people; especially those who are mentally challenging, 
several of whom are able to, and rely on the Fairfax connector 951 to get to and from work 
as I do.  We have found USGS an excellent place to work and are reluctant to leave and 
terrified of not finding other employment; especially in such a short frame of time and during 
a time of high unemployment rates.  Everyone that I have spoken to about this situation of 
having no bus to get to USGS, informed me that they would be willing to pay a few extra 
cents to help keep the buses running.  Please bear in mind that as disable people we don't 
make that much money, but we need our jobs in order that we can continue to be gainfully 
employed, and independent tax paying adults.  I would appreciate it if you would give thought 
to the many people who would be affected by the discontinuation of not only the 951 bus, but 
many others as well.  Basically, the discontinuation of these buses could disrupt a lot of 
people lives and well being, and the county of Fairfax as well.  Think of the lost revenue other 
than the transportation revenue.  Thank you so much,    A very concerned bus rider, 

726 County Transportation please do not discontinue the bus service 952 from west falls church to Herndon 

727 County Transportation Could you provide an alternative transportation to Reston or extra secured weekend parking 
places at the Vienna or Falls Church Metro Stations since the Sunday service of bus 505 is 
eliminated? I work in Reston but my family is still in NYC, so I need to take 505 every Friday 
afternoon 2:00 PM and Sunday evening (9:00 PM or 10:00 PM) to come back to Reston.    
Thank you.     
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728 County Transportation Dear FY11 Budget Planning Committee,    I am writing in regards to the proposed changes to 
the Fairfax Connector, particularly, the elimination of the 951 route connecting the West Falls 
Church Metro and the US Geological Survey.  I recently graduated and moved to the area for 
employment.  The connector will provide essential transportation to and from work when my 
family moves out to the area next month since we only own one vehicle.  When deciding 
where to live, access to mass transit was a priority and largely dictated our decision.  The 
elimination of the 951 route will leave my family and many others like it who depend on the 
bus with few good options to commute to work.    The benefits of providing this essential 
transportation service to the community are varied and far reaching.  Obvious benefits to bus 
services like the 951 are related to commuting expenses.  Access to public transport can 
save 20-25¢ per mile-per person with higher savings realized during peak hours and on 
roads with toll like Route 267 (Litman, 2010).  If access to public  transportation allows the 
elimination of a vehicle, as in my family's case, annual savings on transportation can be 
considerable and averaged $3,000 in a study by McCann (2000).  Modest reductions in 
traffic volume during peak hours provided by mass transit can result in sizeable reductions in 
delays.  Litman (2010) states that, "a 5% reduction in peak-hour traffic volumes on a road at 
90% capacity can reduce delay by 20% or more," which, can result in estimated savings of 
10-30¢ per vehicle mile.      Societal benefits of mass transit are also considerable.  Persons 
living near public transit service tend to work more days each year than those who lack such 
access (Sanchez 1999).  Allen (2008) states that persons who are economically, physically, 
and socially disadvantaged are enabled economic and social opportunities with access to 
mass transit through increased access to public service, education, and employment 
opportunities.  Furthermore, public transport can help reduce welfare dependency and 
unemployment (Multisystems, Inc., 2000).   Elimination of Fairfax Connector bus services 
could disproportionately affect persons of lower income who solely depend on public 
transportation for daily commuting.     Mass transit also provides substantial environmental 
benefits.  Emissions are consistently lower for typical urban buses as compared to cars and 
trucks.  For example, during peak hours, emissions of nitrogen oxide (NOx) are 50% lower 
for buses than cars on a per person-per mile basis (Chester and Horvath, 2008).  This has 
important implications to the ecological health of the Chesapeake Bay, which, is already 
inundated with too much nitrogen (Chesapeake Bay Foundation, 2008).  Currently, 
atmospheric deposition contributes 33% of the nitrogen to the Bay (Chesapeake Bay 
Program, 2010).  Compounding cuts to the regional mass transit system like the Fairfax 
Connector could exacerbate the already dire situation in the Bay by forcing more cars onto 
the road.  Reductions in other air pollutants and human health hazards like carbon monoxide, 
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particulate matter (PM10), and volatile organic compounds are also seen when comparing 
bus emissions to car emissions (Chester and Horvath, 2008).    Bus routes like the Fairfax 
Connector 951 provide both measurable and immeasurable benefits to the community.  For 
me and my family, continued operation of the 951 route will prevent a considerable stain on 
our ability to commute to work.  For the community as a whole, continued operation of all 
Fairfax Connector routes will enable greater efficiency in our transportation network, 
minimize negative societal impacts, and will positively impact our environment.  On behalf of 
myself and the many others at the US Geological Survey, I urge you to please reconsider the 
proposed elimination of the Fairfax Connector routes, especially the 951 route.  Thank you 
kindly for your consideration.    References  Allen, H. (2008). "Sit Next To Someone Different 
Every Day - How Public Transport Contributes To Inclusive Communities." Proc. Thredbo 10 
Conference, International Conference Series on Competition and Ownership in Land 
Passenger Transport¸ Hamilton Is, AUS.     Chesapeake Bay Foundation (2008). State of the 
Bay Report,  Chesapeake Bay Foundation, Washington. DC.    Chesapeake Bay Program 
(2010). "Sources of Nitrogen Loads to the Bay."    

<http://www.chesapeakebay.net/status_nitrogensources.aspx?menuitem=19797> (Apr. 10, 
2010).    Chester, M. and Horvath, A. (2008).  Environmental Life-cycle Assessment of 
Passenger Transportation: A Detailed Methodology for Energy, Greenhouse Gas, and 
Criteria Pollutant Inventories of Automobiles, Buses, Light Rail, Heavy Rail and Air, UC 
Berkeley Center for Future Urban Transport, Berkeley, CA.    Litman, T. (2010). Evaluating 
Public Transit Benefits and Costs, Best Practices Guidebook, Victoria Transport Policy 
Institute, Victoria.    McCann, B. (2000). Driven to Spend; The Impact of Sprawl on 
Household Transportation, Surface Transportation Policy Project, Washington, DC.    
Multisystems, Inc., (2000). Welfare to Work: Integration and Coordination of Transportation 
and Social Service, Transportation Research Board of the National Academies, Washington, 
DC.    Thomas W. Sanchez, T. W. (1999). "The Connection Between Public Transit and 
Employment." Journal of the American Planning Association, Vol. 65(3), 284-296. 

729 County Transportation Reston Bus Routes - Keep these. With the construction of new stations disrupting traffic, 
cutting these lines is the worst you could do. To save money why not get rid of the planning 
staff which only bend over for and cover for the developers? 

730 County Transportation Please do not discontinue the Fairfax connector service 952 from west falls church to 
Herndon. It will cause great inconvenience to myself and many others 
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731 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

As a person who votes in every election, I hope you will support these issues of importance 
to me:    -Level funding for the FCPS FY 2011 advertised budget which will preserve many 
valuable programs and class size.     -FCPS establishment of a VRS reserve so that our 
schools can be fiscally smart and prepare for required retirement repayments starting in FY 
2013.    -Approving the vehicle registration license fee of $33 per vehicle so the county can 
diversify its revenue stream to help preserve our quality of life as we continue to face tough 
budget times.    -A property tax increase above equalization to generate county revenue    -
Funding of other county services that I value (middle school SROs, libraries, public safety, 
parks, social services etc.)    RAISE MY TAXES SO WE CAN KEEP OUR QUALITY ODF 
LIFE!!!!!! 

732 County and Schools Real Estate 
Tax 

Thank you for your hard work in this very challenging budget climate.    We just want to 
remind you that we support level funding for the schools, a vehicle license fee, creating a 
VRS reserve, and property tax up to $1.12.  We feel strongly about maintaining (and even 
improving) the quality of our schools.    Thank you,   

733 County Transportation please do not discontinue the bus service 952 from west falls church to Herndon 
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734 County Transportation To Whom It May Concern:     National Wildlife Federation (NWF) is concerned that the public 
transportation bus route, 952, is under consideration for elimination in the FY10 budget cuts.  
We believe this would be a grave mistake.       NWF relocated its headquarters to Reston 
eight years ago.  Given our organizational commitment to decreasing our carbon footprint, it 
was critical that some form of public transportation was accessible to our headquarters.  We 
took a leap of faith that METRO would eventually build a train line near our work home.  We 
are hopeful to see this come to fruition in 2015.  Until then, we continue to need the public 
bus route, 952 .      Some of our staff and visitors rely on the Fairfax Connector for their daily 
transportation.  They have no other means to get to work or visit our building because they 
do not own a car.  (This tells the story of their commitment to "living their values.") The 
immediate impact of this is that some employees may need to seek an alternative work site 
outside of Reston.  This would have a debilitating effect on them, and NWF's ability to attract 
new employees to our headquarters building would be severely hampered.       In November 
2008, the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments proposed to return to 2005 
levels of regional greenhouse gas emissions by 2012.  A local Council member in Maryland 
noted that riding the bus can add up to a big impact and can help save money at the same 
time.  If bus line 952 is eliminated, our employees and others in the surrounding business 
community could be forced to contribute to increasing our carbon pollution.  This is 
unacceptable to a conservation organization such as NWF whose mission is to inspire 
Americans to protect wildlife for our children's future.     We are hopeful that you will take our 
request under serious consideration.     Sincerely,  attract new employees to our 
headquarters building would be severely hampered.       In November 2008, the Metropolitan 
Washington Council of Governments proposed to return to 2005 levels of regional 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2012.  A local Council member in Maryland noted that riding 
the bus can add up to a big impact and can help save money at the same time.  If bus line 
952 is eliminated, our employees and others in the surrounding business community could 
be forced to contribute to increasing our carbon pollution.  This is unacceptable to a 
conservation organization such as NWF whose mission is to inspire Americans to protect 
wildlife for our children's future.     We are hopeful that you will take our request under 
serious consideration.     Sincerely,      XX  National Wildlife Federation 

735 County Transportation Please do not eliminate Fairfax Connector Bus 952 as it is my only means to work in the 
morning.  I heavily rely on this bus for my livelihood.  Thank you. 
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736 County Transportation Please don't cut bus service to Fairfax Connector Bus 952. I do not have a car, and rely on 
the bus to my office in Reston.      Since Reston won't have Metro access until 2015, it's 
crucial that you continue to support local public transit options.    Thanks! 

737 County Transportation Hi,    I'd like to request that Bus #952 not be eliminated or have its route changed.    I work at 
an environmental organization and I rely on this bus to help me limit my carbon footprint 
getting to work.    If you remove the bus, you give many business staff from the surrounding 
buildings also have no good alternative to get to work.    Public transportation is important for 
our community and a responsibility.  Also, if the metro won't reach Reston until 2015-it just 
seems like we have to maintain bus service out here until then.    Thanks very much for your 
time and consideration in making your tough decisions.  

738 County Transportation Please do not eliminate Fairfax Connector Bus 952 traveling to Reston. This will make it very 
difficult for people to travel to and from D.C., commuting and for business meetings. Reston 
is already a very difficult location with almost not public transportation even thought its very 
close to D.C. 

739 County Transportation Please do not eliminate the Fairfax Connector Bus 952.  This bus is needed and utilized by 
many people who must commute to work and would otherwise have no means of 
transportation. 

740 County Transportation Please do not  eliminating Fairfax Connector Bus 952. I use this bus to get to work.     
Thanks 

741 County Transportation Please do no eliminate Fairfax Connector Bus 952. So many employees in the business 
center in Reston rely on this bus to get to their place of employment. Eliminating this line will 
leave them with no alternative to getting to their jobs or will force more cars onto our already 
too congested streets. Thank you for your consideration. 
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742 County Transportation Please do not eliminate Fairfax Connector Bus 952 on Sunset Hills Avenue in Reston.  This 
bus route is the only form of public transportation available to those who work in the business 
park on Business Center Drive.  Several thousand people work in this business park, and 
they should have a public transportation option to keep commuting costs down, to make 
places of work accessible to those who don't have their own transportation, and to keep more 
cars off of the road for the benefit of the environment.  This is an essential bus stop!  Please 
do not cut it.  Thank you. 

743 County Transportation Please don't cut bus service on Fairfax Connector Bus 952 near Business Center Drive. It's 
my only way to work on days with inclement weather. Thank you. 

744 County Transportation Please keep Fairfax Connector Bus 952 running in Reston. I work at National Wildlife 
Federation and have several colleagues that use the bus each and every day. Eliminating 
service would not only be a true hardship to many people, but would also increase carbon 
pollution if no public transportation is available(the Metro is not expected to reach Reston 
until 2015).     Please keep this important route. Thanks,  

745 County Transportation Not only would cutting Fairfax Connector Bus 952 contribute to the public-transit-inhospitable 
condition that plagues the area, it would greatly affect my livelihood: I depend on the 952 
twice during my daily transit. I have neither the money for a car nor the freedom to move to 
Reston. The busload of regular commuters on my daily early morning ride, for one reason or 
another, also depend heavily on this service. My reasoning may not be altruistic, but is also 
not unique. Please don't let Northern Va move even further from sustainability, workability, 
and livability. Don't let the 952 die. Thank you.  
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746 County Transportation I'm writing to urge you not to eliminate Fairfax Connector Bus 952. I work for the National 
Wildlife Federation, and many members of our staff use the bus to commute to our 
headquarters at 11100 Wildlife Center Drive, off of Sunset Hills. With no metro access, the 
bus is the best mode of transportation for those who don't wish to add to the traffic and 
pollution that plagues Fairfax County. While I realize budgets are tight, the county bus 
service is important to those who live or work in Fairfax County. Without Bus 952, NWF staff 
have fewer options for commuting. Eliminating the bus makes it that much more difficult for 
us to reduce our overall carbon footprint and help cut down on traffic that is so bad, it is a 
deterrent for attracting residents and workers to the area; the county should be investing 
more, not less, in public transportation options.  Sincerely, NWF employee 

747 County Transportation I am writing to say that Fairfax County Connector bus route 952 SHOULD NOT BE 
ELIMINATED in the upcoming year.  It is an essential service for employees and visitors to 
the Lake Fairfax Business Park, and I believe it receives significant use.     Sincerely,  

748 County Transportation Regarding the proposed elimination of Fairfax Connector Bus 952.      Please do not 
eliminate Fairfax Connector Bus 952.  This public transportation option serves as a vital link 
for many residents of the area as well as visitors such as myself.  Eliminating 952 would lead 
my organization to hold meetings in another location, leading to increased costs for us while 
also spending our money elsewhere.  Please do not make a short-sighted decision by 
eliminating 952.    Regards,  Medford, Wisconsin 

749 County Transportation Re:  Elimination of Fairfax Connector bus route 952    I commute to my office in Reston from 
Alexandria every day.  Oftentimes, the easiest, quickest and cheapest way for me to get to 
the office is by using the Fairfax Connector bus route 952.  But now budget cuts are putting 
the route at risk of being eliminated permanently.      I am asking for my sake, as well as the 
countless others in my office, that the county not eliminate bus route 952.  It is a vitally 
important access for commuters as well as guests to reach our office on Business Center 
Drive.      Thank you.,   
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750 County Transportation Fairfax County is considering eliminating Fairfax Connector Bus 952 near the National 
Wildlife Federation headquarters building in Reston.  This will cause our many members of 
the staff who currently ride the bus to seek an alternative means to get to work.  It will also 
make it more difficult for DC staff, visiting guests and applicants to reach us in Reston should 
they need public transportation.      I would strongly urge that bus service not be eliminated 
as a means to meet budget shortfalls. Public transportation in Fairfax County needs MORE 
support so that we have an alternative to our unbearably congested roads. Fairfax County 
should be encouraging MORE people to use public transportation.    PLEASE do not 
eliminate the Connector Bus 952 route.     Thank you,  

751 County Transportation Please don't eliminate the Fairfax Connector Bus 952. It is important for me and other 
colleagues without vehicles, who work along business center drive.     I work at an 
environmental organization (NWF) and we believe it's necessary that public transportation 
options remain strong and robust: for the health of the planet and ourselves. Especially as 
the metro won't be running out here for several years, it's important to maintain momentum in 
moving towards a low-emissions economy. 

752 County Transportation I regret to hear about the proposed elimination of Fairfax Connector Bus 952.    This greatly 
hinders our efforts to economize and eliminate global warming emissions. When a family 
shares a car, for instance, how does person 2 get to work?? 

753 County Transportation We currently have many staff who use the Fairfax Connector Bus 952 and to eliminate its 
route would be detrimental to staff and other visitors reaching our office. Please do not 
discontinue this bus service.     

754 County and Schools Travel and 
Training 

Stop sending people to conferences. 

755 County Fire and 
Rescue 

Many areas around here cut the CERT program.  You might want to also. 
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756 County Fire and 
Rescue 

Thank you to all the CERT people providing feedback and supporting other programs.  CERT 
was good in the day, but not we need to hunker down and focus on more important 
programs. 

757 County Transportation Please do not cut Fairfax Connector Bus 952 from the FY 2011 budget. Many people use 
this route to commute to the adjacent business park and there are not other viable options 
should this line be cut. 

758 County Transportation I think it will be a huge mistake for Fairfax County to cut funding for the Fairfax Connector 
Bus 952.  Many people travel to Reston for work and leisure regularly (more so than other 
parts of Fairfax county I think) and it's already difficult to access through public 
transportation.  Reston is growing quickly in its appeal to people, so it will be a huge shortfall 
to cut the already limited transportation to the area. 

759 County Transportation Please do not eliminate the Fairfax Connector Bus 952 that runs along Sunset Hills Road. 
This bus is used by many employees of National Wildlife Federation. It will have a negative 
impact on these colleagues as well as guests and applicants who rely on public 
transportation to get to our office.  If each of these individuals drive, the result is added 
carbon pollution which we need to decrease as much as possible.   I have lived in Reston for 
over 30 years and feel the bus route is important to keep.  Thank you.   

760 County Transportation The 952 effects how many of my co-workers who cannot afford a car.  There is their sole 
mode of transportation.  By ending this bus line, it will cut off northern Virginia from the 
District and thus hurt the economy, the environment (more cars) and the value of property 
there.  Please keep this line running- as so many of us depend on it to get to work every day! 

761 Schools Special 
Services 

It is very valuable to have the special education services available to the staff--they need the 
support in order to give our children the education they are entitled to 

762 County Transportation Please save the 952!!!    I and many of my friends and colleagues rely on Fairfax Connector 
Bus 952. Many of us do not have cars, and our jobs would be nearly entirely inaccessible if 
this route were cut. The bus is far from empty when I ride it in the morning, so I know I'm not 
alone in my fears.     Thank you for your further consideration. 
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763 County Transportation RE: Fairfax Connector Bus 952     I have heard that Fairfax County is considering eliminating 
Fairfax Connector Bus 952. I believe this would be a mistake and that the 952 is vital to 
commuters, in particular colleagues that work at my organization's headquarters in Reston.     
Please consider the effects of cutting this bus route, most of which will only serve to 
exacerbate problems that plague northern VA- such as heavy traffic for commuters and 
residents.  If Fairfax county wants to attract and retain businesses that locate there- they will 
need to maintain and provide public transport for people to get there. It is poor long term 
fiscal practice and will discourage economic growth in your county.    Additionally, please 
think about the effect of the increased carbon pollution with no public transportation (metro 
not expected for years to come). Fairfax residents will appreciate a cleaner, greener 
environment.    Best Regards, 

764 County Transportation Don't eliminate the Fairfax Connector Bus 952 in Reston. This will cause many people who 
currently ride the bus to seek alternative means of transportation.  The bus route saves tons 
of carbon pollution from entering the atmosphere and provides a safe and secure means of 
transportation for elderly, young people who can't drive, and those who do not have cars, 
who have trouble driving, who can't afford cars etc. 

765 County Transportation I am writing to express my concern about plans to eliminate the Fairfax Connector Bus 952 
service. As an employee of the National Wildlife Federation, this bus serves as my only line 
of transport from DC to my work in Reston. Eliminating this line will not only create hardships 
for me and my fellow coworkers, but will result in increased traffic congestion and increased 
carbon pollution.    Public transportation is one of the best ways to entice organizations like 
mine to make Reston their home. Eliminating this option will likely make Reston an untenable 
option for the people like me whose only option for commuting is on public transit. 

766 County Transportation PLEASE do not cut Fairfax Connector Bus 952.  As an employee of National Wildlife 
Federation (headquartered in Reston), I and other employees rely on this route everyday to 
get to and from work.  Without the bus, I have no means of public transportation.  Public 
transportation like this bus also cuts down on traffic (reduces number of cars on the road) as 
well as cutting air pollution.  Please keep these costs in mind when considering this aspect of 
the budget. 
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767 County Transportation The possible disconnection of the Fairfax Connector Bus #952 will cause serious problems 
for people who wish to lessen their carbon footprint while travelling in the Reston area. It 
serves several office complexes which have people reliant for it to get to work. When Metro 
arrives in the area in five years or so, this might be a more viable adjustment to county 
budgeting. 

768 County Transportation Please do not eliminate Bus 952. This bus is critical to several colleagues I work with.  
Without it, they won't be able to get to work because they don't have cars. And eliminating 
this bus would seriously hurt my company's ability to attract new employees. 

769 County Transportation I'm concerned about the County considering the elimination of Fairfax Connector Bus 952 
due to budget issues.  Since Reston is not yet serviced by Metrorail, many of the employees 
of businesses in the area where I work (along Business Center Drive, off Sunset Hills) rely on 
this bus for getting to and from work. I entreat the Board to reconsider.  Traffic is bad enough 
in this area--and in the County, in general.  The bus service does wonders to alleviate that 
problem as well as the problem of carbon emissions.    Thanks for your attention!     

770 County Transportation Please do NOT eliminate Fairfax Connector Bus 952. Public transportation is extremely 
important to the National Wildlife Federation and the businesses in this area. Eliminating this 
bus route would have a significant negative impact on a large number of people in this 
community who would have to find alternative means to get to work and school. More cars 
means more traffic and pollution. Please do not eliminate this bus service. Thank you! 

771 County Transportation Please preserve the Fairfax Connector bus route #952 - this is vital for transportation to and 
from DC for myself, my colleagues, customers and other visitors to our business.  Thank you!

772 County Transportation Please don't eliminate the Fairfax Connector Bus 952 near our offices on Sunset Hills.  This 
will cause myself and other staff at our organization who currently ride the bus to seek an 
alternative means to get to work.     It makes my commute more difficult,  as I seek 
alternative modes of transportation to reduce my carbon footprint.  Removing this route will 
cause me to have a longer walk and delay in arrival times.    When it's cold, raining or extra 
hot- this walk could be particularly unpleasant.  And in the winter with reduced sunlight 
hours- it will cause me to walk greater distance in the dark by myself- and as a young 
woman, I feel particularly unsafe by that notion.    Thank you for your time. 
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773 County Transportation If the 952 bus line were to be eliminated, many of my colleagues on Business Center Drive 
won't be able to come to your county from the district, and local businesses I rely on for 
meals and post-work shopping around Reston will suffer.     Eliminating the 952 line will 
increase the carbon pollution on your area, affecting Reston's wildlife and air quality. 

774 County Consolidated 
Community 
Funding Pool 

It is my sincere hope that funding to Progreso Hispano (amounting to $100k last year) and 
groups like it will be cut. The county has no business funding groups that directly aid illegal 
aliens with taxpayer funded money, a policy that surely places the county and its 
administrators in ethical jeopardy. This is an especially concerning point given the increasing 
fiscal pressure upon Fairfax County Public Schools, a strain exacerbated by the use of the 
school system by the very same illegal aliens that the county has seen fit to directly aid.     
Regards 

775 County Transportation Please keep the 952 Fairfax connector bus. In these tight economic times, I recognize 
budget cuts are necessary but please don't punish public transportation users. We are 
choosing the environmentally conscious transportation option and should be rewarded for not 
adding to pollution and the terrible DC area traffic congestion. Thank you. 

776 County Transportation Please do not make cuts on our public bus lines! Especially the 952. This line is the only bus 
that gets me and my colleagues from West Falls Church to our office in Reston within a 
reasonable timeframe.  Thank you for considering us! 

777 County Transportation Please save the 952 bus line!  I come into Reston from DC for work and public transportation 
is essential.  My office is near the Wiehle Park-and-Ride.  The 952 is the only good way to 
get from the West falls Church metro to this area for commuters coming into Reston.    
Thanks,  National Wildlife Federation 

778 County Transportation To Whom It May Concern,    I'm writing in regards to Fairfax Connector Bus 952. I'd like to 
humbly request that you do not remove Fairfax Connector Bus 952 from its route that stops 
near the National Wildlife Federation. (11100 Wildlife Center Dr, Reston VA 20190)    The 
removal of this bus will negatively impact the ability for NWF staff, guests, and applicants to 
reach the NWF Headquarters.      
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779 County Transportation PLEASE DO NOT CANCEL THE  Fairfax Connector Bus 952 -- it's my only source of public 
transit to work! 

780 County Transportation I just got word that there is plan to possibly cut Fairfax Connector Bus 952.  This bus is used 
by many staff who commute from DC to our office building in Reston.  There are also several 
other office buildings in the business park whose staff also use this bus.  It is understandable 
in today's economy to have cut backs, but public transit is not the best way to go for county 
residents and workers in the county as it is the least expensive means of transportation for 
them as well as the more environmentally friendly choice of commuting.  Perhaps when the 
metro extension has been completed, this can be considered.  Please wait until then.  Thank 
you. 

781 County Transportation Bus Route 952 is an important route for many of my colleagues that work in the Lake Fairfax 
Business park in Reston.  Please reconsider eliminating this route from the schedule. 

782 County Transportation please save the 952 bus line from West Falls Church to Reston! 

783 County Transportation To Whom it May Concern,    I'm writing in support of the Fairfax Connector Bus 952 that runs 
from West Falls Church Metro to Reston. I am a resident of Centreville and work at the 
National Wildlife Federation at 11100 Wildlife Center Drive (off of Sunset Hills & Business Ctr 
Drive) in Reston. Many of my coworkers, and at times myself when I've had my car in the 
shop, use this bus to get to work.     In addition, this bus also allows many of our DC office 
staff, visiting guests and applicants to reach our office should they need public transportation.  
Eliminating this bus route would have significant implications to already over congested 
roads around the Sunset & Wiehle and Hunter Mill intersections, as well as many other 
overcrowded roads within the county.     Such a move would also impact the environment 
and public health of Fairfax County. The increased carbon pollution from more cars on the 
road during rush hour affects global warming and the health of the air in Fairfax County, likely 
leading to more code red days.     I sincerely hope that you will consider keeping Fairfax 
Connector bus 952 on the budget for the next year as it will benefit residents, businesses 
and importantly maintain a vibrant Reston while we wait for the Metro line to be completed.    
Sincerely,   
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784 County Transportation Having to commute from outside of Annapolis to Reston the 952 is the only means of travel 
to an  otherwise barren area with little to no options for public transport.    Please consider 
the fact that those who are struggling to work have to go where the work is - shutting this line 
down would be a disaster for those with no other options.    Thank you for your attention 

785 County Transportation Greetings,    I'm distressed to learn that the Reston #952 bus line is in danger of being 
eliminated.  Our organization depends on this bus as our only means of public transportation.  
It is a big asset to us in curbing our pollution from daily commuting to our building and helps 
facilitate our ability to operate in Reston as opposed to downtown.      Please reconsider 
eliminating this bus line, as many of us depend on it, especially for helping people get to our 
building for meetings.    Thank you.  National Wildlife Federation   

786 County Transportation Fairfax County should not eliminate the Fairfax Connector Bus 952. As an employee for the 
National Wildlife Federation, public transportation is of the utmost importance and many of 
our employees use this bus to get to their job EVERYDAY. Without this bus option, many of 
my colleagues will be hard pressed to get to work at an affordable cost and on time    Public 
transportation is a vital instrument in helping curb carbon pollution and gives thousands of 
Virginians and DC residents an affordable way to get to work    Please do not eliminate 
funding for the Fairfax Connector Bus 952 as it is a very important issue for me, my 
coworkers, and my community.    Thank you,   

787 County Transportation Please keep the 952 bus running. It's the only way many people at my office can get here 
without driving!    Thank you.   National Wildlife Federation   

788 County Transportation Please do not eliminate the 952 bus route.  As an employee of the National Wildlife 
Federation, I am concerned about the impact this will have on transportation options for 
myself and my colleagues. 

789 County Transportation please continue service of  Fairfax Connector Bus 952 - it is a valuable means of public 
transportation 
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790 County Transportation Hello,     I understand that Fairfax County is considering eliminating Fairfax Connector Bus 
952 near HQ.  This will cause my colleagues who currently ride the bus to seek an 
alternative means to get to work.  It will also make it more difficult staff from our DC office, 
visiting guests and applicants to reach us in Reston should they need public transportation.      
Additionally, cutting public transportation will result in increased carbon pollution, which is 
particularly damaging environmentally.  I urge your committee to reconsider these cuts, in the 
interest of the public, my colleagues, and the environment.    Thanks for your help, 

791 County Transportation Please don't eliminate Bus 952 -- It is the last link of a long commute for people without cars.   
a resident of  Fairfax County 

792 County Consolidated 
Community 
Funding Pool 

Please continue the support for Our Daily Bread.   I have volunteered with them over the last 
few years and they do a wonderful job getting to those in need in an effective way.    Thank 
You,   

793 County Transportation With regard to the plans to reschedule FFX Connector bus services to Reston: Please 
restructure with an eye to the future arrival of Metro@Wiehle.   Basically, provide a trunk bus 
service between WFC metro and Wiehle E P&R (#580), with connections to frequent RIBS 
buses to get to / from one's destination within Reston/Herndon.   Cancel all 
'trunk+destination' Reston buses: 505, 551, 552, 554, 557, etc.   Make sure that RIBS buses 
overlap with trunk bus arrival/departure times (an exasperating mismatch at present).   Once 
Metro serves Wiehle, just cancel #580 and have the network of RIBS buses to serve the 
Reston/Herndon area.   Thank you!   

794 County Transportation Please don't  discontinue Fairfax Connector Bus 952. This "only" means of public 
transportation is vital to a lot of employees and clients  here at National Wildlife Federation.   
Thank You   

795 County and Schools Other Thank you for all the hard work you did.  I hope our ideas are implemented and that will save 
the taxpayers money and keep the firemen and police on the roads, without extra tickets to 
residents.  Do the right thing. 
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796 County Telecommunic
ations 

In libraries have a devoted area for county employees that are out in the field and might need 
to do work between meetings.      Get rid of unnecessary pagers in the CSB and county wide. 
Many staff have pagers. They are not management  or critical staff who actually need 
pagers. 

797 County Transportation I am writing to advocate for keeping the Fairfax Connector Bus 952 that runs from the West 
Falls Church Metro station to Reston. This is a key bus line that transports myself and a good 
number of my colleagues who work at the National Wildlife Federation in Reston. Many of my 
co-workers have no car and depend on this bus line as the only consistent, timely 
transportation to their job.    Please KEEP bus 952.    Thank you,  

798 County DFS I have visited DFS at South County for Medicaid/Food stamps/ etc.  The front area is not as 
efficient as it could be with all of the multilingual applicants that ask for assistance.   They 
need an electric number machine, so when a number is called the person actually gets the 
assistance.  I waited my turn for my number to be called out and noticed the person skipped 
from 21 to 25, because they did not call 22-24 and allowed applicant number 25 to jump 
ahead of the line.  The people who were 22-24 had to wait another 1/2 hr before I spoke up 
for them.  I also noticed a lot of people had to reschedule the appointments, as necessary 
information was not mailed to them.  I had called the number to reschedule my appointment 
and the person who rescheduled it, did not document the new appointment time. I too had to 
come back(I think it took 3 times before they actually assisted me with the application.. I also 
spoke to other applicants, who stated, when they try to call in the line is always busy. 
(sounds like it is worse than calling social security)  Also people who are disabled are not told 
that they can have a phone conference versus going to their office .)I think they need more 
capable people assisting with the front desk, answering phones, and reviewing Medicaid 
applications as the people who are helping at the front desk are overwhelmed.  I had spoken 
to a Medicaid DFS worker at a different site, stated they were caring a 2 to 3 people's case 
load in addition to their original one.  I do not see this as being effective.    It is time to 
revamp the processes of DFS medicaid/foodstamps/tanf.. etc..  Having a person visit 3 
times, is a waste of money, time and energy... 

799 County Flexible 
Schedules 

Allow employees to work 9 hr days so they can have every other Friday off. this would save 
money on all utilities.    Allow employees to work from home at least 1 to 2 days a week from 
home.   This would save the utilities and environment. 
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800 County Libraries Libraries, make special membership for people who like to receive the "new and exciting 
books first"... If they are a member their name will be bumped up to the top of the reserve list.  
Or per new book, I am sure that if this was done with Harry Potter Books, or anything else 
that exciting like Harry Potter, it would have brought in extra money for the county.  (still 
cheaper then buying a book) 

801 County Sheriff Have the prisoners maintain the grounds at the county building.  This is a way they can pay 
off their debt while staying in the prison. 

802 Schools Schools As a middle school student, I appreciate all I learned in elementary school music programs. 
The band and orchestra at Carl Sandburg MS sound amazing, and, if Fairfax were too cut 
those programs in elementary school, no one would have experience, and it would influence 
kids NOT to try it (too late to start, in middle school!!). The budget is YOUR fault, don't punish 
CHILDREN on behalf of YOUR BUDGET MISTAKES. 

803 County Transportation As a current citizen of Fairfax County and regular patron of  public transportation I would like 
to request that the County keep supporting the Fairfax Connector bus service. I ride the 952 
and 505 buses on a regular basis to my office in Reston and have grown to rely on the 
reliability and accessibility that the service provides. As the region struggles to cope with an 
increasing number of cars on the road, especially during peak traffic times, the buses help to 
relieve congestion by using special commuter lanes. With the increased expense of gasoline 
and the Dulles tolls the buses also provide travel options for low-income commuters. For 
many people, taking away the bus system would not just eliminate one transportation option 
but the ONLY option. While the elimination of service might alleviate short term budget 
shortfalls - it will certainly have much greater impacts in the long term when: commuters are 
faced with no way to get to work, businesses cannot attract new employees by promoting 
metro accessibility, and bus drivers lose their job. Fairfax Connector provides economic, 
transportation and environmental benefits - three vitals parts of the community that the 
County cannot afford to ignore. 

804 County Transportation Please don't eliminate the Fairfax Connector Bus 952 
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805 County Transportation I work for the National Wildlife Federation and rely on the 952 bus to be able to get to the 
Reston headquarters from the office in DC since, like many environmentally-conscious 
employees, I do not own a car.    The National Wildlife Federation's office receives many out 
of state visitors who add to the economy of the area with their visits. Limiting public 
transportation would limit these visits as well as result in increased air pollution with an 
increase in cars.    I would therefore urge you to retain this bus line which is a key link 
attracting out of state visitors.    Thank you 

806 County Transportation please do not discontinue the Fairfax connector bus service 952 from west falls church to 
Herndon. it will cause us great inconvenience.  Thanks,   

807 County Transportation Maintaining the Fairfax Connector Routes in Reston is vital to the county's prosperity and its 
citizenry's well-being.  Save Our Buses--Dulles Corridor 

808 County Transportation RE:  Consider eliminating Fairfax Connector Bus 952 near National Wildlife Federation 
(NWF) HQ office in Reston.    Please re-consider this decision due to the impact on our NWF 
colleagues, guests and applicants should there be no public transportation, and   the effect of 
the increased carbon pollution with no public transportation (the Metro is not expected to 
reach Reston until 2015).     Thanks.   

809 County Transportation Elimination of Sunday service in the Dulles corridor or on any route is not practical for those 
who use public transportation at their sole means of transportation.  What happens to those 
who work on Sundays, and what about commuting to church?  Why not just cut back service 
to every hour instead of every 1/2 hour on both Sat and Sun?  Many depend on the buses. 

810 County Transportation At the bus stop today there were several Fairfax Connector supervisors sitting round, 
drinking coffee and smoking.  While they were doing there job.  (I wish I were paid to drink 
and smoke).  I think if you put in a policy for no smoking on the job, that would help with your 
health program costs and make them live longer.  So it is win win.  Make all bus areas and 
500 ft round smoke free.  Money saving. 
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811 County Transportation I am very dismayed to  hear that Fairfax County is considering eliminating Fairfax Connector 
Bus 952.  I work at an office that RELIES upon this bus service and is already considering 
moving our business to an area better served by public transport.  If this line is cut, it will 
force the situation.  We sincerely hope to hold on until the metro comes to Reston, but that is 
years away and this bus service is absolutely necessary to the over 350 employees we have 
in DC and Reston.       PLEASE DO NOT CUT BUS 952!!! 

812 County Transportation I'm writing to urge you to keep Fairfax Connector Bus 952.  Many of our staff at the National 
Wildlife Federation rely on this bus route to reach work.  We also have staff visiting from DC 
on a daily basis and commonly from other states as well.  They also rely on public 
transportation an use Fairfax Connector Bus 952 to reach our office in Reston.  Please do 
not eliminate Fairfax Connector Bus 952.  Thank you for your consideration.    Sincerely,   

813 County Transportation I wanted to leave a brief comment about how important Bus 952 is and how so many people 
depend on it. Please do not eliminate the Fairfax Connector Bus 952!! 

814 County Transportation Please do NOT discontinue Bus 952. This is the only reasonable way for commuters to get 
from Reston to DC. We know how congested the roads are and we need to get as many cars 
off the road as we can. Bus 952 is one way to achieve that goal. The cost of maintaining Bus 
952 will be more than covered by the savings from getting so many cars off the roads. Thank 
you for your consideration. 

815 County Transportation My comment is regarding the elimination of the Fairfax Connector Bus 952. My 
understanding is due to a local government budget shortfall,  Fairfax County is once again 
considering eliminating Fairfax Connector Bus 952.  This action will have a profound effect 
on the National Wildlife Federation Headquarters. The decision to discontinue service will 
impact the lives of employees, colleagues, guests, and visitors that rely and depend on 
public transportation to our headquarters in Reston. Many of these individuals have no 
alternative form of transportation.  Please consider the impact  that discontinuing the service 
may have on others and keep the 952 bus route in service. 

816 County Housing 
Blueprint 

Hello, I would just like to ask you to please fully fund the housing blueprint for FY 2011.  This 
is such an important item.  I know the budget is very tight, but we must remember those in 
the county who are struggling.  thank you,  
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817 County Transportation Fairfax County Bus 952 is a good line and should not be eliminated. 

818 County Transportation Please do not cut Fairfax Connector Bus 952. It is a lifeline for those who commute. Bus 952 
is an important route & I know many people depend on it. It's a shame when lines like this 
are cut and then more cars are on the road since public transport would take too long or cost 
too much. 

819 County Transportation please revoke the proposed decision to cancel Fairfax connector bus service 952 from west 
falls church to Herndon. The service only runs during rush hour times and helps lot of people 
with their commutes. A consideration should be given to reduce the frequencies of some 
other bus services. 
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820 County Transportation Dear Fairfax County Board of Supervisors:    Just like last year, I am alarmed and 
disappointed by your proposition to eliminate Route 952 of the Fairfax Connector Bus 
Service (Commuter Route).     As an employee of the National Wildlife Federation, at our 
national headquarters in Reston, VA, and as a resident of D.C. I rely on this route to get me 
to and from work each day as I do not own a car.    This commuter route serves the business 
corridor along Sunrise Valley and Sunset Hills Roads in Reston, home to dozens of 
corporate, professional, and non-profit office buildings employing thousands of people.     I, 
along with many other commuters count on this route as my only reliable means of 
transportation to work. Many others have chosen to ride the Connector service as an 
effective alternative to driving a car, for reasons of economy, ecological responsibility, and 
concern for the ever-increasing burden of automotive gridlock.    Reliable transportation, 
such as the clean, efficient commute offered by Route 952, is often a requirement for 
employment. Eliminating these commuter routes would severely inconvenience those 
citizens for whom the bus is the only reliable means of transportation. At its worst, this 
reduction in service would force salary-earners and taxpayers to seek employment 
elsewhere. And I seriously doubt that anyone would like to be a job-seeker in today's 
economy    Eliminating the bus service could cost some local residents their jobs. In fact, 
taking away Route 952 could also imperil jobs of drivers and other employees of the 
Connector system. Is the social cost of unemployment really worth the so-called "savings" 
appearing in the County budget computer models?     But it isn't just hard-working 
commuters who would suffer the loss of Routes 951 and 952. Others who would be affected 
include:   . Students and Retirees, whose limited budgets require using mass-transit;  . 
Clients of numerous businesses and services along Sunrise Valley and Sunset Hills Roads; 
and  . All responsible citizens who believe mass-transit is an effective counterforce to 
automotive pollution and gridlock.    People who choose to commute with Route 952 
represent a cross-section of the Metro Washington, D.C, demographic; however, we all 
share at least one thing in common: the spirit to "think globally and act locally." We know the 
solution to serious issues like air pollution and jammed highways begins with individual 
choices that benefit the community. Taking mass transit, and Route 952 in particular, is one 
vital step toward realizing that goal.     Fairfax County Supervisors, do the right thing: Keep 
Fairfax Connector Route 952 open!     
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821 County and Schools Energy TURN THE LIGHTS OFF AT NIGHT INSIDE THE SCHOOLS AND COUNTY BUILDINGS. 

822 County Transportation I am Associate General Counsel for a company in Reston and I rely on the 951 and 952 
buses to get to and from work.  I do not have alternate transportation.  Eliminating this bus 
service would complicate my life to a great degree.  If this area of VA wants to be considered 
part of the DC metro area it should not cut off access via public transportation. 

823 County Transportation Hi I believe that Fairfax connector bus 952 is essential to those who use public transportation 
on a daily basis. I personally know of some who depend on it to get their places of work in 
Reston. Please keep the connector bus in use so that all people can use this method of 
public transportation. Thank you. 

824 County and Schools Revenue charge a right to work tax for anyone who works in Fairfax County that does not live in 
Fairfax county.   IE out of county pays 10$ a yr and out of state pays 20$ a yr.  In other 
states they charge a tax of 10$ + privilege to work in that state. 

825 County Transportation I am writing in support of preserving Fairfax Connector Bus 592.  It is one of the few routes 
for commuting from the Vienna Metro Station into Reston and should not be lost. 

826 County Transportation Please don't eliminate the Fairfax Connector Bus 952.  It is a lifeline to those commuting in 
and around the County.  Many people depend on it and it is important to the community.  Any 
public transportation that reduces the number of cars on our roads is a good thing. 

827 County Transportation Let's make the financial investment in public transportation and keep the Fairfax County 
Connector routes with the same level of service that is currently offered.  Too many service 
cuts have already occurred.  Reducing service has many unintended consequences 
including causing undue hardship to those that rely on the Connector for all transportation.  
Does the County really believe that Sunday transportation should be eliminated in Northern 
Fairfax County and that evening routes should be so drastically reduced and that other 
routes should be eliminated?  As a seven day a week rider, I can't imagine what I will do if 
the proposed changes are implemented.  After all, I can't walk everywhere. 



 183

Public Comments on the FY 2011 Advertised Budget Plan: Through April 20, 2010 

# County/Schools? Topic Comment 

828 County Transportation Regarding the proposal to stop Sunday Fairfax County Connector service in Northern Fairfax 
County - If this change occurs the county will also lose my volunteer service at the Reston 
Regional Library.  I utilize the Connector service to get to and from the library and that's after 
I've walked at least a mile to get to the main street for the bus because the bus I really need 
to take to make a connection only operates on weekdays.  What really is the vision for 
Connector service in the Reston/Herndon area?  Is it to offer as little as possible and charge 
as much as possible?  It sure seems like the County is headed in the wrong direction with 
this budget proposal.  Please keep Sunday service. 

829 County Economic 
Development 
Authority 

Please close the overseas office of the EDA.  In these economic times when we are laying 
off employees we should not maintain these offices.      Phone and video conferencing from 
our local offices should be enough.       

830 County Transportation Please keep Bus route 951 since it is my only way to get to my work. I can not afford a car. 
My disability won't allow me to walk for more than 15 mins. Thank you for considering!! 

831 County Compensation In order to balance our budget, any agencies should be cognizant with use of comp time, 
overtime or telework option.  This is true especially with general fund agencies unless it is 
required or specifically tied to projects with measurable results/outcome.      Agencies should 
think twice before using comp time and overtime.  Without proper documentation or 
justification, agencies cannot and should not charge comp time/overtime/work from home 
because that's how we used to do it in the past.      We shouldn't be afraid to make difficult 
decisions.  This is a great opportunity to revisit our policies & procedures and making sure 
that agencies do follow the policies & procedures.  With personnel costs being the bulk of our 
budget, this may be a great time to audit each agency in their time keeping procedures and 
time cards.    Let us all do our part! 
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832 County Transportation I have recently been made aware of the plans to eliminate Fairfax Connector Bus 952.  I am 
now writing to express my strong dissatisfaction with this plan and to make an ardent request 
that such an action not be taken.  Many people, myself and my family members included, 
depend on this line to transport us back and forth efficiently to key locations on a daily 
frequency.  It is already cumbersome that more public transportation options, such as the 
metro, are not available for such areas.  To also cut this bus line would result in extreme 
difficulties for many people I know and so I sincerely request that the elimination of this bus 
line not be considered any further, now or in the future, and that it be allowed to run and 
serve as it thus far has been doing.  Thank you.  Herndon, VA 

833 County Transportation Please do not eliminate the Fairfax Connector Bus 952 

834 County Transportation Bus 952 from West Falls Church metro  to Sunset Hills Rd enables many Nwf employees to 
take metro to get to our office in Reston.  It allows them to minimize their personal carbon 
footprint and reduce traffic.  changes to this bus route will have significant and negative 
implications. 

835 County Transportation As a Ffax County taxpayer (Herndon), I wanted to say I think keeping busing within the 
county, specifically buses like 952, is an economic development tool.  Without these buses, 
offices move to the district and the county loses a lot more business than they realize.  This 
will happen with a number of businesses that have hundreds of employees.  This is no small 
matter in terms of economic impact.     Please keep the buses moving throughout Fairfax 
County and keep economic development humming!    Thank you 

836 County Transportation I think really think  Bus 952 is important to those of us who commute to DC. I know so many 
people who depend on it! Please don't take it away from us. 

837 County Transportation Do not cut the CONNECTOR or RIBS 

838 County Transportation Do not cut the CONNECTOR or RIBS 

839 County Transportation Do not cut the CONNECTOR or RIBS 
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840 County Transportation Do not cut the CONNECTOR or RIBS 

841 County Transportation Do not cut the CONNECTOR or RIBS 

842 County Transportation Do not cut the CONNECTOR or RIBS 

843 County Transportation Do not cut the CONNECTOR or RIBS 

844 County Transportation Do not cut the CONNECTOR or RIBS 

 As of April 20, 2010     

845 County Other please post more current comments. deadline is near. and we want to provide comment on 
comments before April 20 deadline.. 

846 County Other great work in getting resident feedback! well done. 

847 County Transportation Please do not eliminate Fairfax Connector Bus 952.  The bus is very important and I know 
many people that depend on it.  Please do not eliminate it. 

848 County Building and 
Development 

In inner cities they are starting to plant fruit trees to help families in the low income areas who 
aren't able to afford food in hard times.  I think in this area it is a good idea to do that or 
require builders to plant fruit trees, berry bushes and asparagus.  These are renewable 
resources, that can feed people yearly w/o a lot of maintenance and extra expenses. In these 
tough times everyone in Fairfax county has suffered, from people who live in the mcmasions 
to the people who live on the streets.  This would free up a little bit of their money and 
prevent them from losing their homes. It would also lighten the burden on the food shelters.     
If the schools also had these resources available. it could possibly help with reducing the 
cost of food and it is a healthier/better choice.  In classes, they can teach the students how to 
garden and be resourceful, vs relying on package goods.    Gardening is a simple basic skill 
that a lot of people do not have. 
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849 County and Schools SACC As a parent of two current SACC students, I wish to urge you reconsider seeking private 
companies.  SACC is outstanding, and probably one of the best programs our county has.  
My older child was in 2 different after school programs before SACC, and both were not 
nearly as quality as our SACC.  If programs save a few dollars, but do not fulfill the needs of 
our students, the saved money is wasted.  I think if you ask any SACC parent, you will hear 
the same positive response.    Please don’t take the easy way out, don't fall for business who 
make profit, telling us they put our children first.  They are business' whose bottom line will 
always outweigh the real needs of students.  Keep SACC with the county! 

850 County Transportation It seems as though the Fairfax County Connector analyzed each route for profitability and 
then made decisions to cut or reduce service.  The whole system needs to be supported in 
Northern Fairfax County.  Most routes cannot be treated independently of the others.  Most 
riders use a combination of routes, i.e., transfers to get around.  Please no more service 
reductions.  We need all the routes currently in place. 

851 County Revenue Get the tax burden off of the homeowners. R E Tax should be lowered. $33 car tax also a 
bad idea. You need to make-ends meet on lower tax revenue. Consider less to Metro until 
they can show responsible use of our tax money. 

852 County Transportation Regarding: Fairfax Connector Bus Line 952  As someone who depends on this line daily, I 
implore the county to please not suspend service of 952.  In this precarious economy I have 
neither the means nor the energy to add a more expensive or time-consuming way to work.  
This is a vital line for so many people and if it were to be canceled it would add a great deal 
of hardship to the honest middle and lower class working people of this county.  Please do 
not discontinue the 952 line.   Thank you,  
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853 County Transportation I am very concerned about the upcoming budget for the Fairfax Connector, which 
dramatically cuts service to north county. I am shocked that the MWAA would cut funding to 
transit when they are spearheading construction of a rail line to the airport. If transit is less 
reliable there today, there will not be the ridership tomorrow for rail. I suggest the county 
demand meetings and hearings with the MWAA board to restore funding, or to get the US 
Congress involved. I'd also suggest investigating charging express fare on routes to West 
Falls to blunt any service cuts. Also, my father rides the 10pm 621 from Vienna to get to his 
job at the Hilton on Fair Ridge Dr. Cutting that route and both the earlier and later runs would 
hurt him as he has no other transportation. I hope you reconsider cuts to that route. 

854 County Transportation Please do not discontinue the Fairfax connector bus service 952 from west falls church to 
Herndon 

855 County Transportation Please do not discontinue the 952 Fairfax connector bus as it is used by many people like 
me to commute to work. 

856 County Transportation Do not discontinue 952 bus from West Falls Church to Herndon Monroe Park and Ride as 
me and many of my colleagues use it everyday to go to work. There is no other bus which 
goes via that route which is convenient for us. Please consider this request and cancel the 
decision to eliminate this route. 

857 County Transportation Respected Sir/Madam,    I use the 952 Fairfax bus service everyday. Please do not 
discontinue this service as I cannot afford a car in this economy. There is no other way for 
me to reach my job apart from this bus. 

858 County Transportation Please reconsider the decision to stop the 952 Fairfax Connector bus. 

859 County Transportation Do not discontinue 952 Fairfax Connector. 

860 County Transportation Discontinuing 952 Fairfax Connector bus service is not a wise decision at all. This bus is full 
everyday and is used by many people to go to work. This will force people to drive to work 
which means more traffic congestions during rush hours. It will also be difficult for people 
who don' have and who can't afford to buy cars. 
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861 County Transportation Do not discontinue 952 Fairfax Connector bus route. 

862 County Transportation PLEASE KEEP CONNECTOR BUS SERVICE 952. 

863 County Fire and 
Rescue 

I read in the paper why new comments are not posted because decisions are pretty much 
done.  I hope you did the right thing and keep the fire fighters.  That would be a shame if you 
fired them but kept outreach people that are not needed.  Volunteers to that dirty work for 
free.  I am also afraid this will be the same problem next year and the problem is not fixed.  I 
hope I am wrong. 

864 County Transportation Please do not omit bus route #929..this is the ONLY public transportation that our 
neighborhood has...It's the ONLY bus that comes by our neighborhood, and with the 
Herndon/Monroe park and Ride being so small - we NEED this bus option. Please do not 
delete this bus route !!! 

865 County Economic 
Development 
Authority 

A new topic.    My new suggestion is that the county close the overseas EDA offices and 
reduce other EDA expenses.  Does the County have actual data that shows these offices 
bring specific benefits to the County that more than cover their costs?     I think in hard 
economic times these offices are optional and the few new jobs they may bring could be 
saved by not spending the money on each of the foreign offices.      The businesses classes 
provided by the EDA are nice but maybe the community colleges can fulfill this need and not 
the County providing workshops and classes for free.      I do not think the EDA should be 
spending advertising dollars when we are laying off library workers.     We pay the director of 
the EDA a very big salary and maybe we should also reconsider that too.  Just like big 
banks, many of these financial people are overpaid.      It appears that  EDA has their own 
web manager and IT team.  The rest of the County must share IT/web support across many 
divisions.  How does the County justify giving EDA better support resources than other 
divisions or groups that are larger, serve the citizens,  and required by the state?      Overall I 
think we need to take a new look at what each part of the EDA brings to the County.  Our 
economic support of new employers might be better spent in training residents for green jobs 
like Home Energy audits by BPI (Building Performance Institute and DOE) then getting new 
employers.  Residents would benefit too. 
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866 County Transportation TRANSPORTATION  Proposed Connector reductions are absurd! I commute from Reston to 
DC.  I drive to Reston East P&R and this lot is at CAPACITY - full by 7:30.  I don't plan to add 
a walk from lot on Sunset Hills to an already hour long commute!  Cutting the Reston 
neighborhood buses will fill this lot even earlier (I also sometimes use the 557 out of my 
neighborhood).  Evenings:  I'm in town late 1x a week and then use the 505 bus back to 
Reston - the plans would eliminate buses after 9:50!  So if I miss the 9:50 bus I'm stuck.  This 
will force me to add one more car to rush hour traffic on the toll road in the morning so I can 
park at WFC metro to have a car in the evening. I've also used the Sunday bus before - and 
there are quite a few people on the bus - seems to be people that do not have cars - and 
you're completely cutting Sunday service? In this day and age it is time to increase public 
transportation - not cut it.  Get cars OFF THE ROAD!! 

867 County Transportation Transportation: Anyone supporting the Fairfax Connector Bus Cuts needs to do the Reston 
to DC commute for a couple of weeks.  Clearly these folks are really out of touch with reality 
and the traffic problems - it's almost as if they have arrived from another planet.  If anything, 
BUS SERVICES SHOULD BE INCREASED!  Did I hear someone say budget shortfall? I'm 
sure you can tax some businesses, get some federal funds, and stop having the police 
wasting time on the failed war on drugs.  As a car owner, I'm also happy to pay an additional 
car tax in Fairfax County (based on value of car, as well as tires bought in Fairfax) - or add a 
few cents gas price too.  And the feds have enough to pay for fighter jets but not basic bus 
service that gets people to the agencies in charge of these kinds of government programs.  It 
would make a good comedy if it weren't so real. 

868 County Transportation Discontinuing Fairfax connector bus service 952 from west falls church to Herndon makes no 
sense to me. It serves so many people for their commute to work! 

869 County Transportation Please don't eliminate Fairfax Connector Bus 952.  It is really the only option for folks doing 
the "reverse commute" and coming to jobs out in the county where I work.  It connects with 
the Metro and opens a world of employment opportunities to those without a car or who 
choose public transportation over their own polluting, one-rider vehicle.  The effect of a bus 
on reduced traffic for those who have to drive is also important -- traffic is placing a real limit 
on growth in the county.  Pls save Bus 952!  Thank you. 
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870 County and Schools Positions I heard that all over the county, some employees at all levels are being forced to work in 
positions lower than the level that they were hired at and threatened with consequences if 
they do not do so...and the budget situation is being used as an excuse for this and this is 
being done to employees who have been hired through a employment process...  I also 
heard that limited term staff who do not go through the employment selection process are 
being hired even though there is a hiring freeze, later on these limited term employees will 
ultimately be hired  This is not in keeping with the equal opportunity, affirmative action 
policies of the county and in this way  the best qualified for the job does not get hired.   This 
is not the way to deal with the budget situation 

871 County Transportation I am a regular user of the FXC 952 bus. Please do not discontinue it. 

872 County Transportation Fairfax Connector #952 is very important for people like me who have no other means to 
commute to work. We are regular users of this service and would appreciate if you do not 
eliminate it.    Thank You 

873 County Transportation Do not discontinue Connector bus service 952 

874 County Transportation Please keep the Fairfax connector 952 running. 

875 County Transportation Please do not reduce or eliminate Fairfax Connector bus service.    Thank you. 
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876 County Revenue Statement of XXX Before the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors  April 7, 2010 Budget 
Hearing    When my wife and I bought a home and moved to Fairfax County, we had many 
considerations including:  an excellent school system, a nice safe neighborhood, trees, 
proximity to water, and a government system that would provide the services that are needed 
to attract and maintain residents and businesses.    We are very concerned that the budget 
shortfall is pushing the County to make decisions that will seriously compromise the quality of 
education, the quality of life and make Fairfax County less attractive to business and 
residents, which would further aggravate our budget woes.  While none of us like to pay 
taxes, taxes are an investment in our homes, businesses and future.  The budget reductions 
are creating cuts that are at odds with standing efforts to make Fairfax County outstanding.  
Some examples of cuts that I believe are at odds with attracting residents and business 
include:  . County employees are going without pay raises and awards, which may result in 
the loss of some of the employees seeking other employment opportunities.     . While we 
care about air quality and promoting the use of public transit, the reduced bus schedules 
drive people away from public transit because of their longer wait times and often longer 
rides.    . Library hours are being cut even though they are being heavily used (more so by 
people out of work).  . Our streams and the Potomac River are in need of major work projects 
to maintain stormwater infrastructure.  Plans have been formulated they remain unfunded.  . 
Class sizes are increasing and programs are being cut.    The above are just a few examples 
of cuts that will have impacts and are not be sustainable.  There are many others such as the 
potential cuts to the schools language immersion program, which prepares students for 
languages at an age when they are more likely to learn and retain information.  We need to 
retain programs so that students will not fall behind.  Programs such as language immersion 
are not only important to parents but also business who want great schools for their 
employees.  I appreciate the efforts that the County has made to do with most with the 
resources that they have.  However, I think that some increases in taxes are needed to retain 
businesses and residents.  I do not believe that the above examples of cuts are sustainable 
in the long term.  We are building up obligations that will be even more costly to fund later.  
The Board of Supervisors and the School Board have worked hard to make Fairfax a great 
place to live.  I ask that you take a strategy to maintain the services that make Fairfax great, 
including increasing taxes to pay for County services. 
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877 County Transportation Concerning the elimination of Routes 951/952 reverse commuter service -    By putting 
thousands of square feet of office space without public transportation access, there is a risk 
that commercial vacancy rates will increase along Sunrise Valley Drive and Sunset Hills 
Road.    Thus, revenue lost may be greater than costs saved by eliminating these routes.  

878 County Transportation I would rather pay more for my fare than lose my buses to WFC metro. These buses are 
crucial for getting to work. The park and rides are already overflowing, whiele ave. is 
overflowing, we cannot add more traffic to this mess. Reston needs those bus 
lines!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

879 County Libraries Please reconsider the library cuts.  Library staff is already overworked with the staff they 
have.  Customer numbers are increasing.  There is more demand for library internet due 
homework needs for children who have no computers and customers looking for jobs.  If you 
cut the library staff so drastically, there will be no one to reshelve books and materials, no 
one to help people who need help the most and we are the agency targeted to have the most 
severe cuts when the cuts will hurt the public taxpayers badly. 

880 County Transportation I don't agree with the proposed changes to the Fairfax connector.  Currently, it takes me 
almost two hour to get to my job using the connector each way.  With the proposed changes, 
it will take two and a half hours going to work and three hours returning from work.  That 
being the case I will have to return to driving to work.  At a time when bus routes should be 
increased, routes should not be cut. 

881 County Transportation Please do not eliminate the Fairfax Connector Bus 952.  This bus is essential for a number of 
my work colleagues that travel to Reston from as far away as Silver Spring, Maryland.      
Public transportation provides a low-carbon alternative for the numerous DC area residents 
that live car free lives.  Removing this bus line will increase area greenhouse gas emissions 
(metro is not expected to reach Reston until 2015).    Please reconsider eliminating this bus 
line. 
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882 County Transportation Please keep the current service levels on all Fairfax County Connector routes in North 
Fairfax County.  The proposed service reductions will only discourage people from using 
mass transportation and will only increase traffic congestion within the local area - neither of 
which are healthy outcomes.  Having good, reliable public transportation is critical.  Please 
find the money needed to keep the system going without disrupting the current ridership 
enough cuts have already been made. 

883 County Transportation Do not cut the CONNECTOR 

884 County Transportation Do not cut the CONNECTOR 

  
 


