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Request By: Board of Supervisors 
 
Question: Please provide the results of meals tax referenda in Virginia.   
 
Response:   Attached is information from the State Board of Elections regarding the results of 

referenda on county food and beverage taxes since 1988.  The table has been annotated 
for those localities that have received authority to implement a meals tax without holding 
a referendum provided a public hearing is held and any ordinance is unanimously 
adopted. In 2004, legislation was introduced to exempt Fairfax County from the voter 
referendum requirement.  The legislation was passed by the Senate but failed in the 
House. 

 
 The attachment shows only the results of the most recently held election.  Several 

counties have had multiple referenda for the meals tax and that information is shown 
below.  All counties that are permitted to levy the meals tax have done so.  

 
 

Bath 2008 no 2009 yes

Culpeper 2005 no 2006 no 2008 no

Cumberland 1997 no 2000 no 2004 yes

Louisa 2007 no 2011 yes

Middlesex 1999 no 2005 no

New Kent 1997 no 2004 yes

Northhampton 2001 no 2002 yes

Orange 2000 no 2001 yes

Patrick 2004 no 2009 no

Pittsylvania 2005 no 2007 yes

Rockingham 2008 no 2009 yes
Warren 2000 no 2003 yes

Localities with Multiple 
Meals Tax Referenda 

(Election Year and Results)

 
 
  
 










