
 

Response to Questions on the FY 2014 Budget 
 
 
 
Request By: Supervisor Herrity  
 
Question: Please provide a breakdown of school-based positions, including how many are in-class 

teachers, how many are counselors etc. How are these figures used to determine reported 
class size metrics? 

 
Response:   The following response was prepared by Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS): 
 

Average class sizes and students per teacher-scale position are reported in the 
Washington Area Boards of Education (WABE) Guide enabling residents to compare 
local school jurisdictions.  Below is the class size chart from the FY 2013 WABE Guide 
including footnotes explaining the methodology agreed upon by the WABE jurisdictions 
for these calculations.  The entire WABE Guide is available here:  
 
http://www.fcps.edu/fs/budget/wabe/2013.pdf 

 
 

 
 

The FY 2013 Approved Budget includes 13,468.4 in-class teacher positions.  The 
“students per classroom teacher” calculation as determined by WABE excludes 5,688.0 
of these in-class teachers.  Excluded are kindergarten teachers (597.0), special education 
teachers (2,946.8), English for Speakers of Other Languages teachers (862.1), elementary 
art/music/physical education teachers (739.7), reading specialists (199.0), alternative 
education teachers (186.7), and band and strings teachers (156.7). 
 
The following chart is a breakdown of school-based positions: 
 
 



 

 


