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May 24, 2016 
 
Dear Fairfax County residents and corporate neighbors, 
 
I am pleased to present to you the Fiscal Year 2017 Adopted Budget Plan.  This year’s budget 
will invest in valued County services such as education, public safety and human services. 
During the budget process, our Board heard from thousands of residents advocating for an 
increase in revenue to address our community’s needs.  This budget will provide a needed 
“Booster Shot” to support our excellent School System and to ensure the quality services our 
residents expect and rely upon.   
 
The Budget as amended by the Board of Supervisors on April 19, 2016 and formally adopted on 
April 26, results in some changes to the Advertised Budget that I believe are both fiscally 
responsible and responsive to the needs of the community.  In summary, the FY 2017 Adopted 
Budget Plan: 
 

 Increases our current tax rate from $1.09 to $1.13.   
 

 Provides an additional $33.6 million in funding to our Fairfax County Public Schools for 
a total increase of $104 million, a more than 5 percent increase over the FY 2016 Budget.  
School funding will account for 52.7% of our General Fund Budget.  The increase is 
possible due to a portion (one cent) of the real estate tax rate increase, as well as funds 
that were available through a reallocation from the third quarter review of the current 
FY 2016 budget.  The Board of Supervisors also worked closely with the Virginia 
General Assembly during its 2016 session, which increased funding to FCPS by $16.8 
million. 
 

 Supports public safety priorities.  The Board approved $7.5 million to fund 
recommendations from the Ad-Hoc Police Practices Review Commission.  This includes 
$3.89 million for the Diversion First program and $1.2 million in salary supplements for 
District Court staff and the Office of the Public Defender.  These investments show the 
commitment our Board has made to enhance public safety services and I look forward to 
continuing to work with the community to make our Police Department a national model. 
 

 Addresses many of our community’s needs within environmental, public safety and 
human services arenas. 
 

 Consists of $13.63 million in reductions from the current FY 2016 Budget, found partly 
through the County’s Lines of Business process.  
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The FY 2017 Adopted Budget Plan is the result of much hard work and advocacy from my 
colleagues on the Board of Supervisors, the School Board, our General Assembly delegation, 
County staff, and local residents.  I believe this budget provides an overall boost that will ensure 
Fairfax County’s excellent quality of life. 
 
Adopting the budget is the most important thing our Board does throughout the year.  When we 
adopt the budget we are investing in our community’s priorities and it has been critical to have 
the community at the table with us.  Thank you to everyone who called, emailed and testified at 
town hall meetings and budget public hearings to share your views and guidance on the budget.  
I believe an informed and engaged community is a well-served community and this budget is a 
reflection of what our Board heard from the community this year. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Sharon Bulova 
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